      Francis and Elizabeth Smith  moved to Montgomery County, Tennessee from  Halifax County, North Carolina, around the year 1802.  The following Montgomery County court record describes in part the property that the Smiths purchased along the Cumberland River near Clarksville, Tennessee, before they left Halifax County:  “William Gilmore of County of Halifax, North Carolina, conveyed to Francis Smith of same county and state 640 acres of land for $640 located 6 miles below mouth of Red River on north side of the Cumberland River.  This land was conveyed to John Gilmore from Andrew Armstrong (granted to Armstrong by State of North Carolina) #8331 from John Gilmore to John Tilbery, from John Tilbery to William Gilmore”. (Proven and survey by oath of Elisha Willis 1803 p. 633). 

    The Smith family lived on this property for several years before selling out and moving to Dover, Tennessee.  This practice of buying and selling was employed by many of the early settlers who came to the Clarksville area.  Land was bought, lived on for a few years, and then sold to newcomers at a profit.  They then took their money and moved on to surrounding counties where larger tracts and better land could be purchased at lower prices. 

    While living in Dover, Francis established a business as a blacksmith and wood-worker.  The family moved sometime before 1814 to a 1650 acre plantation located on the Cumberland River between Elk and Wells Creeks.  The following Stewart County court record describes in part the property that the Smiths purchased: Aug. 3, 1818-  “Francis Smith bought from Samuel Curtiss.  Begin above Wells Island down river to Elk Creek up creek to Fawn North Boundary line, thence East with line to point below Crow Field in edge of river bottom there South 666 r. to stake in Thomas Smith line, East 302 r. to red oak thence north 285 p. to poplar, thence East 84 p. to beginning 1650 acres  more or less.  $500 Balance Fawn tract (plus)”.

    While Francis and Elizabeth Smith had a total of ten children, information has been located for only five of them.  Those children were:

	Anna H. Smith-  b April 25, 1790; d. July 22, 1835

Married Henry H. Weaks

	Rev. John L. Smith  
	Married I.S. ---  b. Mar. 10, 1800; d. Feb. 6, 1862

Married Hanna Drake- 
                        Children: Elizabeth  married a Grizzard who was born in 1832.
                                         I.K. who was born Oct. 11, 1833
                                         Dr. John. L. was born Sept 9, 1835, and died June 14, 1870


	Capt Rufus Smith– born 1801 and died May 17, 1852.

A son Joel R. Smith was the executor for his estate

	Kingher (or Kincher) Smith- b. 1804 and died July 2, 1862


	Uriah Smith- a Presbyterian minister- b. 1806

Married Caroline --- and had a child named Elizabeth


    December 20, 1825—Francis Smith sold to Henry H. Weaks 222 ½ acres of land for  $1000.  Beginning at Elliot’s Ferry, Wm. Bayliss upper corner, S 26 degrees W. 125 p. to Bird’s corner S. 320 p., East 80 poles N.  26 degrees East 125 poles, thence down river to beginning.
Witnessed by J. Land Rufus MCD Smith

      This tract was totally hill land. Once cleared of timber and cultivated in row crops, such land was subject to severe surface erosion. After several years of corn production without fertilization and lime, both of which were unavailable to farmers in the area, the rocky hill land in Stewart County could be expected to produce such a meager crop that continued cultivation was not worth the effort.  Commercial fertilizer and agricultural lime were not introduced until the Tennessee Valley Authority’s Agricultural Program got underway in the early 1930’s.  Prior to that time, stable manure from livestock and green manure (cover crops, i.e. clover) were generally the only sources of fertilizer. But these means of fertilization were not practical for a large acreage of row cropland. The lack of fertilizer eventually forced farmers to divert their worn-out cropland to use as wild pasture for their livestock.  On the other hand, bottomland remained fertile for extended periods of time without the addition of fertilizer by the farmer.  The high fertility of bottomland could be credited to the constant erosion of topsoil from the surrounding hills.  This transfer of soil was initiated by poor cultivation practices and was terminated with deposition along the stream floodplain. 

    Farmers in Stewart County who owned only hill land were considered to be only a small step above the landless class who worked as day laborers or share croppers.  Every girl dreamed of marrying a man who owned bottomland.  If she had to settle for a farmer who owned only a few acres of rocky hill land, she was destined to live the rest of her life shoeless and in rags. Hill farmers were driven by an intense desire to improve their lot through the purchase of the more productive bottomland.      

    Francis Smith died on August 18, 1835, and Elizabeth died on April 26, 1835.  They were both buried in the Lowery Cemetery. This cemetery is located approximately three miles west of Cumberland City and off a portion of the Old Dover Road. 

 The following tribute to Francis was published in the Cumberland Presbyterian, a periodic publication of that church.

   SMITH, Mr. Francis
[Source: "Cumberland Presbyterian, April 8, 1835, page 3]
Died at his residence in Stewart County Tenn., on the 18th of last August Mr. Francis              Smith, aged 75 years.
He made a profession of religion in the year 1812, and joined the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. From that period until his bodily strength failed he uniformly manifested strong confidence in his God accompanied with the joys of salvation.
He possessed an unusual measure of Christian Charity. Sectarian prejudice had no predominance in his soul. As a father and friend he was very affectionate. With emotions of pleasure the writer remembers that when in the early days of his ministry, when distant from his father's house, he found a welcome in the dwelling of his father in Israel, and his holy conversation was precious as the dew of Hermon. Frequent ministrations of the gospel were the ardent desires of his soul and he seemed to say Lord send by whom thou wilt only let me hear thy word. In supporting the gospel he was remarkably liberal, and such was his zeal for the cause of his divine master, that although he lived in ordinary circumstances, at different times he removed with his family to the ground of encampment to support the worshiping assembly for days and nights in succession when there was none to assist him. His labor of love was not in vain. Notwithstanding when he embraced religion, his children ten in number were all on the road to ruin, seven have since upon profession become members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and one of them is a distinguished minister of the gospel. Is there not ground to hope moreover, that his prayers which have arisen to God's throne will yet be answered in the salvation of the rest, and will not the sight of whole families in heaven excite the admiration of saints and angels to all eternity?

Note:  It is hoped that descendents of Francis and Elizabeth Smith who read this are able to fill in at least a part of the missing information on the children of this couple.

