                           PETER FULKERSON GRAY

    Peter Fulkerson Gray was born February 18, 1820, to Joseph and Rachel Gray in Tennessee (U.S. 1850 Census).  His parents had moved shorty before Peter's birth from their family farm in Patrick County, Virginia (Deeds 1814, 1816, 1819).  This property was sold for $750.00 in the year 1820, and Joseph and Rachel, along with three children (Martin Jackson, Joseph, Jr., and James William) moved to Tennessee. 
     A  track of 118 1/2 acres (Deed 1820) was purchased in Bedford County, that judging from the price paid ($600), must have been either improved property and/or good crop land.  While the exact location of this farm has not been established by the writer of this biography, family records have placed it at or near Shelbyville.
     Peter's youth, for almost its entirety, was spent on this family farm.  No record has been located that describes his schooling during this time. However,  a book that was purchased by Peter later in life and is now in the possession of the writer of this biography sheds some light on his reading skills as well as his level of comprehension. This is, of course, assuming that he actually read and understood what he was reading.  This very difficult to read book [Baldwin, S. A.; Dominion: or the Unity and Trinity of the Human Race, (1857): Printed by E. Stevenson and F. A. Owen, Nashville, Tennessee] also  reveals Peter's interest in the morality of slavery.  The author of this book makes usage of the Holy Scriptures to support his pro-slavery views. The purchase of biblically based literature by Peter suggests that he studied the Bible at least later in life.  No information has been found that sheds light on his interest in Christianity while he was a youth in Bedford County or later in life.
     The Gray family lived at this location in Bedford County for approximately thirty-nine years.  The price ($1,770.00) received for this property when it was sold in 1840 suggests that considerable improvements had been made (i.e. clearing of land, fencing, buildings). 
     Sometime during the year 1839, the Gray family not including Joseph, Jr. (b. 01 June 1815, d. August 13, 1837)  nor James William (b. May 2, 1818, d. December 2, 1829), moved to Stewart County, Tennessee, where 2,285 acres of raw land had been purchased.  The tract of land the family moved to represented the major portion of the Captain William Fawn land grant.  Captain Fawn (d. June 5, 1809) of North Carolina had been issued a grant of 3840 acres for his service during the Revolutionary War (Military Warrant from the Secretary of State,  N. 231. Located the 19th day of March 1784).  Joseph Gray made his purchase for a price of $2,000 from Lewis Boyd of Bedford County, who presumably had purchased the track from the estate of William Fawn.   
    Joseph and Rachel Gray had long been interested in purchasing a larger track of land for the purpose of splitting it among  their children.  They wanted to give each child adjoining good crop land of a sizable acerage  that would at least start them out in life.  Joseph and Rachel had both watched many times as children of families had joined the flocks of young people scattering to new, open lands in the west and were never to be seen or heard from again.  Joseph was a deeply pious man who had strong feelings and opinions when he saw his children making bad decisions with their lives. Unfortunately, some of the activities that his immediate family members engaged in suggests that they did not always follow his guidance.
    Soon after the arrival of the Gray family at their new location in Stewart County,  the farm was split into 457 acre sections with one tract  either given to a child who had already married or set aside for those who were still living at home. In addition,  two or more slaves were designated for each child with female slaves going to daughters and male slaves to sons. These gifts and bequeaths were recorded in the will of Joseph Gray dated May 26, 1860.  Several additional children had been born into the family while they were yet living in Bedford County.  These children also made the move to Stewart County.  They were Nancy Emily (b. October 26, 1821), Frederick Powell (b.  August 7, 1825), and Mary Virginia (b. December 10, 1828). 
    Martin Jackson (b. June 1, 1813, d.  August, 14. 1884), who was married to Louisa Williams Arnold (b. October 30, 1815, m. February 25, 1836, d. March 13, 1884) and had children while living in Coffee County, moved his family to their 457 acre tract on Little Elk Creek soon after their arrival in  Stewart County.  Frederick was not interested in becoming a farmer so was given Joseph's best slave, a man named Jordan, in place of his portion of land.  In addition, Fred received  two Negro boy slaves. Peter received his 457 acres of land plus two negro boys named Simon and Henry.
    Peter's first marriage (March 9, 1840) was to Tabitha Ann Weaks (b. June 4, 1825), a daughter of neighbors, Henry H. and Anna H. Smith Weaks. The young couple moved to the 457 acres that had been given to him, built a log house, and began farming the land.  The house still stands in the year 2015 and is used as a private dwelling (on left, 1.1 miles from SR 233 on Elk Creek Road).  This property was located on the west side of Big Elk Creek and was known as the Carl Mann place in the 1950's.  Corn was the principal crop grown in the area during Peter's time.  In addition, most farmers grew dark-fired tobacco, a little cotton, a few acres of wheat for home usage, plus mixed breed cattle and hogs.  Peter's acreage included bottom land on  Elk Creek that could be consistently counted on to produce a crop of corn even without fertilization even if a drought came.  Hill land in the area tended to produce corn well for two or three years, once it was cleared, but could be counted on to wear down from water erosion  to the point where it was useful only for pasturing cattle. Poor farming practices along with the lack of commercial fertilizer  up until the early part of the twentieth century placed severe limitations on the utilization of hill land in the area for the production of row crops. Peter, much like other farmers in the area during his time,  wore out a lot of hill land and abandoned it to serve as unimproved pasture for both his and neighbors' livestock that ranged free. In the 1850 Slave Census for Stewart County, Peter was listed as owning seven slaves, two males and five females, a few of which were old enough to assist with farming.
    Peter and Tabitha had one child, a daughter who was named Mary.  Sadly, Tabitha died  on August 13, 1842, leaving Peter to care for this small daughter. Tabitha was buried in the Lowery Cemetery about 20 yards from Peter's grave and  just back of the monument of her grandfather, Francis Smith. The monument was broken into three parts years ago but has recently been fitted back together using two metal strips and bolts. In the   1850 U. S. Census Report, Mary was listed as being nine years of age and was living with Peter and his second wife and their children.  No additional information has been found on her life nor has her burial site been located.
   Peter's second marriage was to Mary Dunbar Bradford (m. 21 August 1843), a widow with one son,  William C. Bradford.  Mary, born November 11, 1809, in Stewart County, Tennessee, was the daughter of James and Sally Hall Dunbar.  Peter and Mary had three children: Missouri, Tabitha Emily, and Martha. In the meantime, Peter, in addition to farming, constructed a  sawmill on his property and began sawing lumber.  It is not known if this mill was powered by flowing water or a steam engine. However, it most likely it was powered by an underflow water wheel as steam engines were very new and it is doubtful that Peter had either this technology at his disposal or the money to purchase one.  In any case,  Peter became disillusioned with both farming and sawmill operation after a few years and made a decision to pursue a more lucrative and/or less labor demanding occupation.  
    The family held on to the farm but moved to Dover, Tennessee, where they bought a home. Peter operated a livery stable in Dover and served as the proprietor of the Dover Inn. In addition,  he opened a stage coach line, with five coaches and horses, from Paris, Tennessee, to Clarksville, Tennessee (see Appendix 1). Peter was killed in Dover on June 26, 1860, following an argument and fight in front of the Dover Inn (Dover Hotel) (see Appendix 3 for details). The dispute took place while Peter was on his way to the livery stable to feed the stock.  According to members of his family, Peter was high tempered and prone to getting into fights.  He was said to have given the man who killed him, J. A. Glasgow, a good thrashing with a stick.  Peter then went on to the livery stable, did his chores, and started home.  As he was passing the inn where the previous encounter had occurred,  Glasgow appeared with a shotgun and shot Peter in the back, immediately killing him (Appendix 2, 4, 5).  Peter was buried in the Smith Cemetery (Lowry Cemetery). 
     In 1868,  J. A. Glasgow was acquitted of the murder of Peter Gray by the Stewart County Circuit Court. One major problem that surfaced and consequently limited the prosecution was the failure of Frederick P. Gray (Peter's brother) to respond to a court subpoena (Appendix 6).  As a result, Frederick was fined two hundred and fifty dollars. Mary and the three daughters moved from Dover and lived with Mary's son William C. Bradford on Elk Creek.  Mary died January 16, 1894, and was buried at the Bradford Cemetery on the Carl Weaks farm near Cumberland City.
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