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J. GEORGE HARRIS.   
Jeremiah George Harris was born at Groton, in New 

London Co., Conn., on the 23d of October, 1809. He is 
descended from two old English families who came to the 
shores of New England about the time that Governor 
Winthrop located his colony of Massachusetts Bay, in 1630. 
It was in that year that Christopher Avery, with his young 
son, James, came from Salisbury, England, and settled out 
on the pitch of Cape Ann, now Gloucester; and two years 
afterwards Walter Harris came over from Salop County, 
with his family, and settled at Weymouth, on the west side 
of the bay. These moved to the then far West in 1650, and 
settled at the mouth of the river Thames, in Connecticut, 
where New London and Groton are now situated, and their 
descendants have resided there in great numbers for the last 
two hundred and thirty years. 

Mr. Harris is a descendant on the maternal side from 
Christopher and James Avery,* and on the paternal side from 
Walter Harris. His ancestors, the Averys, were distinguished 
in the early wars with the Pequots and Narragansetts, and, at 
a later period, in the war of the Revolution. Some of them 
were at Bunker Hill, and with Washington at Dorchester 
Heights, when the war began; eleven of the names were 
killed and several severely wounded at the battle of Groton 
Heights towards the close of the war, on the 6th of 
September, 1781. 

Mr. Harris became a journalist as soon as he was of age, 
and was the editor of influential periodicals in Connecticut 
and Massachusetts before he came to Tennessee. Be had 
made his mark in Boston as a writer of ability, and his 
services were sought by the leading men of Washington, 
who were interested in bringing back the State of Tennessee 
to the Democratic fold. 

That his appearance and permanent location at Nashville 
may be the better understood, a page in the political history 
of Tennessee should here be recited. 

As the last Presidential term of Gen. Jackson was drawing 
to a close, Hugh L. White, of Tennessee, and Martin Van 
Buren, of New York, were spoken of by their friends 
respectively as the most suitable persons to be presented to 
the Democratic National Convention for nomination as its 
candidate for the succession. Gen. Jackson and Judge White 
having been personal and' political friends for a long time, it 
was supposed by the friends of the latter that the general 

                                                 
* Waightsill Avery, one of the leading spirits of the Mecklenburg 

Declaration of Independence in 1775, first attorney-general of the State of 
North Carolina, the patriarch of its bar, who had so much to do in 
establishing the first courts in East Tennessee, was of this family. He was 
the man to whom Gen. Jackson first applied for the purpose of studying law 
at Swan Ponds, near Morganton.  

would favor his aspirations to the Presidency, and would 
urge his nomination by the National Convention. But he had 
determined not to interfere in the deliberations of the 
convention; and his personal and political relations with Mr. 
Van Buren, as well as with Judge White, were of such a 
nature as to forbid any departure from his fixed purpose to 
abide the decision of the National Convention, whoever 
might be the nominee. 

When Judge White was defeated in the convention, his 
friends all believing he might have been nominated had Gen. 
Jackson said so determined to run him, and did run him, for 
the Presidency on an independent ticket. The State of 
Tennessee gave him her vote by a very large majority. Thus 
was the State which Gen. Jackson had nursed and christened 
in her infancy placed in antagonism to him, his party, and 
his principles. Up to that period there had in reality been but 
one political party in Tennessee, and that was the Jackson 
party. 

It was unpleasant for the old chief when, after eight years 
in the Presidential chair at Washington, he returned to the 
quiet shades of the Hermitage to realize the fact that the 
State which he had loved so much—his own Tennessee—
had apparently declared her hostility to him and his party. It 
was unpleasant to hear from the lips of some of his old 
friends the erroneous allegation that he had dictated to the 
National Convention in favor of Mr. Van Buren and against 
Judge White, when he insisted that lie had carefully 
abstained from so doing. His old friends then in power at 
Washington entertained a lively sympathy with him, as did 
all his personal and political friends there, both in and out of 
Congress. For it was evident that his State had not only gone 
against him and his party, but had actually gone over to his 
old political antagonist, Mr. Clay. 

In the winter of 1838-39 it was determined at Washington 
that the State, if possible, should be redeemed. Mr. Speaker 
Polk, on his return home after the 4th of March, was to 
declare himself a candidate for Governor at the State 
election to take place in August, and a larger and more 
influential newspaper was to be established at Nashville at 
once to open and conduct the campaign. It was in pursuance 
of this plan that Mr. Harris was invited by them to become 
the editor of the paper referred to. He reached Nashville 
early in January, 1839, and in the early part of February the 
Nashville Union, hitherto a small weekly sheet, was, 
enlarged, furnished with new type, and issued three: Rimes a 
week, displaying new editorial tact and talent, 

The Union took for its model the old Richmond Enquirer 
upon the Atlantic seaboard, and its circulation and influence 
in all the Southwestern States were soon said to be as great 
as those of Mr. Ritchie's Enquirer in the Middle and 
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Southern States east of the mountains. The contest was 
ardent and exceedingly active. Judge Guild says,” It became 
the most ardent political conflict that had ever taken place in 
the State. Col. Polk rode on horseback from Carter to 
Shelby, making speeches in every county, and wherever the 
people had assembled at cross-roads and by the wayside to 
hear him. He was met everywhere by his competitor, 
Governor Cannon, and every inch of ground was manfully 
contested. Candidates for Congress and for the Legislature 
were addressing the people every day in every county; the 
newspapers were filled with crimination and recrimination; 
personal conflicts between differing partisans were almost 
an every-day occurrence; and, indeed, it seemed as though 
difference of opinion in politics could not be tolerated in 
Tennessee and personal friendship preserved and 
maintained."  

When the votes were counted in August, it appeared` that 
Col. Polk was the Governor-elect by a handsome majority, 
and also that a decided majority of Democrats were returned 
in both branches of the Legislature. As Judge Guild says, It 
was a joyous day for Gem Jackson, as well as for his friends 
throughout the country. It was pleasant in those days to visit 
the old hero and hear him tell how much he was gratified 
that his own Tennessee had come back to him; how he knew 
it would be so when the people should be made to see the 
mere partisan management by which they had been 
estranged from him; and what unbounded confidence he had 
in their virtue and Intelligence." 

It was admitted by all that no one in the State had 
contributed with more effect and energy to bring about this 
result than Mr. Harris. The contests of this period show that 
as a political editor lie had no equal in Tennessee. In 1842 
lie married a daughter of James McGavock, of Nashville, 
and in 1843 he was commissioned by Daniel Webster, then 
Secretary of State, United States commercial agent for 
Europe, and went abroad in that capacity. If we may judge 
from his voluminous reports to the State Department, of 
which so large a number of extra copies were printed by the 
United States Senate, as containing valuable information 
respecting our tobacco trade, his services were highly 
appreciated. On his return home, early in 1844, he consented 
to conduct his old paper, the Union, during the Presidential 
campaign, which resulted in the election of Mr. Polk to the 
Presidency, and then withdrew permanently from the press. 
Mr. Polk was pleased to invite him to become connected 
with the official paper at Washington, which he declined, as 
he had before declined to become editor of the Madisonian, 
the official organ of Mr. Tyler's administration. 

Preferring a life-service in the navy to temporary civil 
service, Mr. Harris accepted, in 1845, a commission as 
disbursing officer of the navy, which commission, with 
promotions to the highest rank of his grade, he still holds on 
the list of officers retired for long and faithful services. 

The official and personal relations of Mr. Harris in the 
naval service have ever been exceedingly happy. In 
Hamersly's” Records of Living Naval Officers" it is stated 
that Pay-Director J. George Harris was attached to the Gulf 
squadron in 1846-47 and during the Mexican war; that he 
was a member of Commodore M. C. Perry's staff on all his 

shore expeditions; that he was at the capture of Tuxpan, 
Tobasco, and Vera Cruz, receiving from the commodore 
special letters of thanks for services rendered afloat and 
ashore when acting in that capacity; that from 1850 to 1854, 
inclusive, he was attached to the Asiatic fleet, and again 
with Commodore Perry when lie opened the empire of Japan 
to the commerce of the world. In his introductory report of 
the Japan Expedition the commodore makes special mention 
of the aid he had received from Mr. Harris and Bayard 
Taylor in preparing his volumes for the use of Congress. 
After the treaty with the Japanese, concluded in April, 1854, 
in the tents that had been erected for the purpose on the 
beach of Yeddo Bay, was signed by Commodore Perry, he 
handed over to Mr. Harris the steel pen he had used in 
signing it, who still keeps it as a souvenir of the opening of 
that empire which had been hermetically sealed for so many 
centuries. 

Mr. Harris spent two years on the western coast of Africa, 
in the fleet appointed to suppress the slave-trade, and his 
journals, made while on the shores of Liberia and Guinea, 
were copiously used by Mr. Gurley, the government agent at 
Liberia, in his report to Congress. For two years he was 
attached to the flag-ship of the Mediterranean squadron, 
visiting all the classic shores of that beautiful sea and 
journeying far into the interior. In that cruise lie sent home 
to public institutions some rare and curious antiquities that 
are considered the very best specimens of their kind, 
particularly remembering the Tennessee Historical Society, 
of which he was an active member for more than a quarter 
of a century. 

Mr. Harris was placed in the navy by and from Tennessee 
thirty-five years ago, and has ever remained true to the post 
assigned him. During the civil war he held some of the most 
responsible positions of trust in the navy, both afloat arid 
ashore, disbursing many millions of public money without 
the slightest deficit or loss to the government. 

He has not written for the press these many years, yet 
when he does touch the pen it is apparent that his” right 
hand has not forgotten its cunning." Returning home, by 
invitation, to participate in the Nashville centennial, the 
historic associations of the occasion found expression in the 
following beautiful carol from his pen, which has been 
highly commended by the press. We add a brilliant page to 
our history by reproducing it:  

OUR HISTORIC CAROL 
Nasville-1780-1880—April 24 

A century is past and gone. One hundred years ago to-day 
The star of empire halted here on its proverbial western way, 
And o'er the cedar-covered heights it glowed with dazzling 

brilliancy, 
For here a government was born of law and civil liberty. 
Birthday of Nashville, then, all hail! We greet it with exultant 

cheers, 
And reverence the memory of all the veteran pioneers 
Who wandered through the pathless woods from early morn to 

eventide, 
Until they reached these lofty bluffs that overhang the riverside. 
Free men were they,—free as the breeze that blows abroad o'er land 

and sea, 
Free as the birds that fill the air with their unwritten melody; 
And what appropriate realms were those where tyrant's foot had 

never trod, 
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For men resisting tyranny, as in obedience to God! 
Grand common in the wilderness— 
range of the bison and the deer, 
Where Choctaws, Creeks, and Chickasaws, and all the tribes from 

far and near, 
Were wont to meet and chase the game in winter, summer, spring, 

and fall, 
Throughout these broad primeval parks where everything was free to 

all. 
Here they encamped in pleasant shade, beneath the crowns of 

mighty trees, 
And gave their chosen "Notables" the power to issue all decrees; 
They came as had their fathers come from Britain's shores,— 
they came to stay, 
One hundred years ago, and this is our Centennial Natal Day. 
Remembering the days of old, according to divine command, 
We offer love and gratitude to God for blessings on our land, 
And on our ancestors, whose torch first lighted up these hills and 

streams, 
Which still illuminates our path and to the future throws its beams. 
Amid the fresh and mineral springs outgushing from the rifted rock, 
Upon the Warioto's banks they guarded well their little flock; 
No shepherd's fold was ever watched with more fidelity than they 
Did watch the rustic resting-place with loaded rifle night and day. 
Brave men wore they,— 
but braver still their wives and daughters, who, 'tis said, 
Were expert with the bullet-moulds and kept the powder and the 

lead, 
For they were heroines at times in the defense of house and home, 
Evincing courage not surpassed by matrons of old Greece and 

Rome. 
Spring in tier blooming venial robes, the sweetest season of the year, 
Had decked herself with forest flowers to give them cordial welcome 

here; 
The woods were vocal with the song of mocking-bird and 

meadowlark, 
And marriage rites were solemnized by ROBERTSON, the 

Patriarch; 
For Cupid with his magic wand, before the summer months were 

gone, 
Had charmed two youthful pioneers and consecrated them as one, 
And to the chaste affianced bride, from native home so far away, 
How full of hope and promise was that morning of her wedding-day! 
Nor was it less a Feast of Love because of the rough puncheon floor 
On which they stood and made their vows inside the open cabin 

door, 
Then danced the merry hours away and shared the plain and simple 

cheer, 
Forgetting their privations on the unprotected wild frontier. 
With lively and abiding hope, with patient toil and constant care, 
They made their little settlement a scene of efficacious prayer, 
Till in the ample plenitude of well-deserved prosperity, 
It grew apace, and now behold the Capitol of Tennessee! 
Rome bought her freedom, it was said, with steel and iron, not with 

gold, 
And valuable still are they as in the palmy days of old; 
Our hills of iron and of coal are laden with more precious ores 
Than silver, gold, or diamond mines, or fish of pearls along the 

shores. 
And what a grand inheritance in all the ages yet to come, 
These mines so inexhaustible within the regions of our home! 
An heirloom that cannot be lost, nor spoiled by desolating wars, 
That to our children shall descend sure as the brightness of the stars. 
We honor those who ventured o'er the mountain-ridges blue and 

green, 
Along the first Watauga trace of Daniel Boone and William Bean, 
Up to the trackless wilderness through which their little pilgrim band 
Was bound, as were the Israelites, unto a bright and Promised Land. 
We honor them for settling here beside our own Acropolis, 
Old Nashborough, so soon to be our Nashville, our metropolis, 

And here upon the solid rock, surrounded by these fertile lands, 
Shall our good heritage endure long as its firm foundation stands. 
Here in the life-like bronze of MILLS shall ride on rearing martial 

steed 
The hero of New Orleans, renowned for many a gallant deed, 
His noble and imperial form poised in the saddle gracefully, 
As when he led our fathers to the fields of glorious victory. 
Hail to the city of our sires, to which our best affections cling, 
Where our grandfathers pitched their tents that rosy morning of the 

spring, 
Where with the sturdy woodman's axe they cleared their little 

planting spots, 
And having fought and kept the faith lie sleeping in their garden-

lots. 
These scenes were theirs which now are ours— 
these streams that down the valleys run, 
That sparkle on their winding way and shimmer in the summer sun, 
Meandering through the leafy woods, unruffled by the whispering 

breeze, 
To join the river in its course off to the distant deep blue seas. 
Home of our families and friends,—home of the faithful and the 

true, 
Of statesmen and of presidents, and home of handsome ladies, 

too,— 
Of warriors on the battle-field brave in a patriotic cause, 
Of men learned in divinity, in medicine, and civil laws,— 
Whose city gates were never closed against the homeless refugees 
Of other places doomed to fly with their loved ones from fell 

disease, 
Where honest industry and thrift are sure highways to private 

wealth, 
And wholesome sanitary care so well assures the public health. 
Its High, Select, and Common Schools, of which we are so justly 

proud, 
Its splendid Universities, by benefactions well endowed, 
Its Lecture and Historic Halls, its State and College Libraries, 
Give it position unsurpassed for classic opportunities. 
And here forever may it stand, and be with Peace forever blest, 
Unfurling Education's Flag to the great valley of the West,— 
A seat of learning for all grades, in social life, in Church and State, 
And a great central rallying-point, where scientists shall congregate. 
Then let the star of empire beam from sea to sea, from zone to 

zone— 
Since time and space are overcome by telegraph and telephone— 
Until the western continent in all its sympathies shall be 
Like a harmonious commonwealth,— 
the hope and home of Liberty. 

 

 

EDMUND W. COLE 

Edmund W. Cole was born in Giles Co., Tenn., on the 
19th of July, 1827. His father and mother, Willis W.  and 
Johanna J. Cole, were Virginians, moving first to Kentucky, 
and afterwards to Giles County, where the subject of this 
sketch was born. 

His father died when he was only three months old, 
leaving his mother with five sons and two daughters, and 
with extremely limited means. In his youth Col. Cole had 
little chance for obtaining an education. Working on the 
farm, he went to such schools as the country at that time 
afforded for a few months in each year after "the crop was 
laid by," but he educated himself. In early life he went to 
Nashville and commenced his career as a clerk in a clothing-
store at a small salary, and by close application to business 
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and the interest of his employers he advanced rapidly in 
position and salary, never being out of employment and in a 
few years receiving a large compensation. In after-years, 
when considered a very successful man, he was heard to say 
that no matter how commonplace his employment he always 
tried as carefully and exactly as possible to succeed. After 
several years of clerking in stores and the city post-office, he 
was appointed in 1851 general bookkeeper of the Nashville 
and Chattanooga Railroad, which laborious position he filled 
with great satisfaction to the company until December, 
1857, when he was elected superintendent of the road, which 
position he held when the war broke out. Fort Donelson fell; 
Nashville was evacuated. Col. Cole, having identified 
himself with the fortunes of the Confederacy, sent his family 
South. After the war they returned to Tennessee, but, finding 
politics and society much changed, he went to Augusta, Ga., 
in the summer of 1865. In the fall of that year he was elected 
general superintendent of the Georgia Railroad and Banking 
Company, filling this position with credit to himself and 
profit to the company until September, 1868, when he was 
elected president of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, 
and moved back to Nashville, retaining, however, his 
position as general superintendent of the Georgia Railroad 
until May, 1875, when he resigned. Having added the 
Nashville and Northwestern Railroad to the Nashville and 
Chattanooga Railroad, thereby extending his line of road 
from Chattanooga to the Mississippi River, the corporate 
name of the company was changed to the Nashville, 
Chattanooga and St. Louis Railway, of which line he was 
president nearly twelve years. How well he succeeded may 
be seen from the following resolution, passed unanimously 
by the stockholders on his tendering his resignation: 

"Thomas C. Whitesides offered the following: 
"Whereas, E. W. Cole was elected general bookkeeper of 

this corporation in August, 1851, and continued to fill that 
office until he was elected superintendent in 1857, and was 
elected president of the company in 1868, and has been 
annually unanimously re-elected to the office until the 
present time, and has this day tendered his resignation, in 
view of Col. Cole's long connection with this company, the 
efficient and faithful services he has rendered throughout his 
entire official life; his vigilance and faithfulness to every 
trust reposed in him; his prudence and foresight; his wisdom 
and sagacity; his urbanity and gentleness under trying and 
irritating circumstances,—we, the stockholders and 
directors, deem it our duty to declare in this public manner 
our entire and emphatic confidence in him as a gentleman 
and faithful officer, worthy of the highest-trust and 
confidence, of signal and marked ability as a railroad man, 
and assure him that he carries with him in the future of his 
life our best wishes for his happiness and success, and we 
hereby tender to him and his Away a free pass over this road 
and its connecting lines for life." 

During his administration the McMinnville and 
Manchester, Winchester and Alabama, and Tennessee and 
Pacific Railroads were added as branches to the main line. 
He conceived the idea of a trunk line from the West to the 
Atlantic seaboard, believing such a line, with a trans-
Atlantic line of steamers, practicable. 

With this idea he went to work in May, 1879, forming his 
combinations by buying the Owensboro' and Nashville 
Railroad, and commencing to build a road from Evansville, 
Ind., via Owensboro', Ky., to Nashville, one hundred and 
fifty-five miles. Next he bought for his company, with the 
aid of his own and his friends' stock, a controlling interest in 
the Western and Atlantic Railroad, running from 
Chattanooga, Tenn., to Atlanta, Ga., one hundred and thirty-
eight miles. His next purchase was the St. Louis and 
Southeastern Railway, from St. Louis to Evansville, Ind., 
one hundred and sixty-one miles,—in this way forming a 
trunk-line from St. Louis, Mo., to Atlanta, Ga.,—afterwards 
contracting for his company to lease the Central Railroad of 
Georgia, from Atlanta to Savannah, Ga., together with all of 
its branches and leased lines, about one thousand miles, and 
its steamships. He then had control of about two thousand 
miles of road, but, having flanked his rival, the Louisville 
and Nashville Railroad, in the West and in the South, that 
company bought in New York a majority of the stock in the 
Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louis Railway, thereby 
securing its control, and Col. Cole resigned. 

He has been vice-president and one of the lessees of the 
State road of Georgia since January, 1871, and still holds 
these relations to that road. 

On the 27th day of May, 1880, he was elected president of 
the East Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia Railroad, *vice R. 
T. Wilson, who resigned in his favor. Col. Cole will also 
have control of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, 
leased by the East Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia Railroad 
Company, the Selma, Rome and Dalton Railroad, and other 
branch roads, in all about eight hundred miles, under his 
general management. 

Col. Cole has been twice married. To Miss Louise M. 
Lytle, daughter of Archibald Lytle, of Williamson Co., 
Tenn., one of the oldest families in the State. Mrs. Louise M. 
Cole died in 1869. He was married to Miss Anna V. Russell, 
of Augusta, Ga., on the 24th day of December, 1872. Miss 
Russell was called "The Pride of Georgia,” and was 
considered the most beautiful and brilliant woman in the 
State. Her classic beauty, intellectual culture, rare dignity, 
and grace of manner have excited universal admiration 
wherever she has appeared in Europe or in this country. 

Col. Cole is fifty-two years of age, over six feet tall, and 
weighs two hundred and ten pounds. In politics he is a 
Democrat, in religion a Methodist. His beautiful home in 
Nashville, "Terrace Place," is noted for its elegant 
hospitality. He has six living children,—three sons and three 
daughters. 

In addition to the foregoing outline of Col. Cole's business 
and public life, perhaps we cannot better paint a picture of 
him before our readers than to quote the exact words of a 
distinguished gentleman of Nashville who has known him 
many years: 

"Col. Cole is a man of quiet, amiable manners, slow to 
speak and slow to act, but he never says the wrong word 
when he does speak, nor does the wrong thing when he acts. 
He is cautious and confiding, true in his friendship, and 
every way reliable. He is very truthful, and his word is as 
good as his bond. He bears no malice nor keeps up feuds 
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with his fellow-men. His Christian character shines out in all 
the relations of life. Notwithstanding his calm, quiet way of 
transacting business, he accomplishes a great deal and 
neglects nothing. He is justly considered the best railroad 
manager in the South. He is an active member of the 
Tennessee Historical Society,' as well as the ' State Board of 
Health.' He entertained President Hayes when he visited 
Nashville in 1878, and no gentleman in the city was better 
prepared to receive that distinguished gentleman and the 
ladies of his party. Col. Cole is now in vigorous manhood; 
he came to Nashville a poor boy, without family influence, 
with little education, and has risen step by step to his present 
position." 

Col. Cole is justly popular, liberal, and public-spirited, 
and ranks among the foremost of self-made men of the 
country, and his domestic life is a beautiful illustration of a 
happy home. 

 

 

M. BURNS,  ESQ 

The subject of this sketch was born in the County of Sligo, 
Ireland, in the year 1813, and is the eighth of a family of 
eleven children. His parents were persons of reputable 
standing in the community, possessed of ample means to 
support and educate their sons and daughters, each of whom 
received a fair share of scholastic training. During the 
greater portion of his life, and at the time of his death, his 
father was the agent of the large estate of Mrs. Fox, of 
England, lying in the County of Leitrim, Ireland, the duties 
of which required all his time except that given to 
agricultural pursuits. 

At the early age of nine years he was left an orphan by the 
death of his father, that of his mother following soon 
afterwards. Not long thereafter he was apprenticed to the 
saddlery business in the town of Sligo. Before the expiration 
of his term his employer resolved to emigrate to America, 
and his young apprentice determined to accompany him, and 
together they arrived in Quebec in July, 1831. Remaining 
there but a short while, young Burns removed with his 
employer to Montreal, where he remained some time. From 
thence he went to the city of New York, and in the year 
1836 started west, arriving at Nashville in the autumn of that 
year. Here he remained until 1837, when he moved to 
Jefferson, in Rutherford Co., Tenn., where he lived during 
that and the succeeding year, returning to Nashville in 1839, 
which has since been his place of residence. 

In March, 1842, Mr. Burns was united in marriage to 
Margaret Gilliam, daughter of William Gilliam, long a 
queensware merchant of Nashville, who, in a return voyage 
from Europe, was lost in the sinking of the steamship 
"Arctic" in September, 1854. The fruit of this marriage is ten 
children, eight of whom survive, as does also their mother. 
In that year, with a limited capital, he commenced the 
business of a saddler on Market Street, Nashville. Through 
thrift and industry and the willing and cheerful aid of his 
wife his early struggle was successful, and he soon was 
enabled to enlarge his business, and added dealing in 

saddlery hardware, coach ware, and leather of all kinds, and 
became a prosperous merchant. In his line of merchandise 
Mr. Burns' establishment was the leading house for many 
years, and until his retirement. A leading trait in his 
mercantile character was the maintenance of friendly 
relations and honorable competitor ship with rivals in the 
same business. The benefit of this policy, apart from its 
intrinsic propriety, not only increased his sales in business, 
but strengthened and enhanced his commercial standing 
greatly. 

In 1853, on the accession of Andrew Johnson to the 
governorship of Tennessee, Mr. Burns was made a director 
in the Bank of Tennessee, that institution being then under 
the presidency of Hon. Cave Johnson. The confidence thus 
bestowed by Governor Johnson in the appointment of Mr. 
Burns was never afterwards withheld, but increased as that 
extraordinary man advanced in station and influence. The 
Bank of Tennessee was at that time the fiscal agent of the 
State, and soon after entering the directory Mr. Burns was 
chosen by the president and his colleagues to manage the 
affairs of the bank in its connection with financial 
institutions in Northern and Eastern cities. Negotiations 
involving millions in amount were entrusted to his care, and 
these were conducted in so quiet, sagacious, and systematic 
a manner as to merit the warm approval of his colleagues, 
though his skillful labors in that respect were hardly known 
or mentioned out of the directors' room. Mr. Burns was six 
years in this important trust, retiring with his colleagues 
upon a change in the State administration. Soon thereafter he 
was elected a director in the Union Bank of Tennessee, and 
remained such, with an exceptional interval of two years, 
until its liquidation. During this time Mr. Burns was in the 
directory of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, which 
was completed in 1854, and in that of the Nashville and 
Northwestern, which was in process of construction. 

Mr. Burns' connection with the railroad interests of the 
State has been prominent, and as meritorious and honorable 
as that held by him in its fiscal institutions. At the outbreak 
of the civil war lie was vice-president of the Nashville and 
Northwestern Railroad, then only completed twenty-nine 
miles westwardly from Nashville, together with twenty-five 
or thirty miles west of the Tennessee River (the latter 
portion was destroyed by the ravages of the contending 
armies, subsequently, and the iron carried off), and on the 
occupation of Nashville by the Federal forces, the president 
being without the military lines, lie assumed charge of the 
interests and property of the company. His first step in that 
emergency was to prevent its rolling-stock from being 
carried to the South and beyond its control, as the property 
of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad had been by 
order of the retreating Confederate authorities. With this 
view he promptly ordered it to be taken to the terminus of 
the road, whence it was subsequently returned to the city of 
Nashville by the Federal authorities. It was through his 
instrumentality that the Nashville and Northwestern Road 
was constructed during the civil war to the Tennessee River, 
becoming as it did, during that distressful period, a source of 
great relief to the people, as it is at present one of the most 
important of the trade arteries of the State. This important 
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object was secured by Mr. Burns in the following manner: 
The Louisville and Nashville Railroad was, during a 
considerable portion of each year, the chief reliance of the 
Federal forces for connection with its great base of supplies, 
and was frequently attacked and destroyed at various points 
by the Confederate cavalry. At these times heavy 
requisitions for supplies were made upon the people. To 
avert this oppression Mr. Burns presented to Military 
Governor Johnson the importance to the Federal government 
of another route, and prevailed on him to consider favorably 
the building of the Northwestern road to the Tennessee 
River, and obtained from him a letter to President Lincoln in 
furtherance of the scheme. Armed with this, which 
contained a high endorsement of Mr. Burns' character and 
business energy, he went to Washington City and was 
enabled to secure an immediate hearing, and successfully 
impressed the President with his views, who gave orders to 
the Secretary of War for the immediate building of the road 
projected. The Federal commander of the Army of the 
Cumberland, Gen. Rosecrans, received instructions from the 
department to that effect, with whom Mr. Burns had a 
conference, at his headquarters, at Stevenson, Ala., on his 
return from Washington; and shortly after, the work was 
commenced by Military Governor Johnson. The cost of that 
portion of this important branch of railway was more than 
four millions of dollars, all of which was paid by the Federal 
government. Not a dollar of this amount was paid by the 
State of Tennessee, or afterwards required of it, and this 
substantial gift was directly due to Mr. Burns' efforts. The 
road was operated by and for the Federal government for 
military purposes until the close of the war, when it was 
abruptly surrendered to Mr. Burns, representing the 
company, the company being utterly without means to equip 
or operate it. Mr. Burns, however, divined the motives 
actuating the quartermaster in charge, who thought suddenly 
to impose impossibility and thus find a pretext to obtain 
orders from the seat of government which would retain him 
in control, and he dispatched a train in an hour after the 
receipt of official notice transferring to him the road. By this 
promptitude the road was securely acquired for the 
company, and under Mr. Burns' energetic administration 
was completed to the Mississippi River. The railroad history 
of the State records no more efficient and salutary service 
than the skillful management of the Northwestern road 
under Mr. Burns' direction as its chief officer, from 1861 to 
September, 1867. The committee of the Legislature of 1870, 
which carefully investigated the condition of the railroad 
enterprises of the State, in their official report bear high 
testimony to the ability which, with limited means for equip-
ment, Mr. Burns brought to the arduous task; his tireless 
energy and dispatch in constructing the immense bridge over 
the Tennessee River and the Obion and Big Sandy Rivers, 
and the ninety-eight miles connecting thence with the 
Mississippi River; the scrupulous fidelity with which he 
accounted for the proceeds of the State bonds placed in his 
hands, and the thrift and economy which characterized his 
administration. During that time, when reckless 
mismanagement was so generally imputed, the history of the 

North western road constitutes a record in which Mr. Burns 
and his descendants may take special pride. 

On the 15th of September, 1865, a few months after the 
close of the civil war, Mr. Burns being president of the 
Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, the property was 
surrendered by the military authorities of the Federal 
government to the company. Its treasury was empty, its 
track almost worn out by the severe use and casualties of its 
military management for nearly four years, and its depots 
and bridges dilapidated. An immense outlay was necessary 
to restore it to a proper working condition. The official 
reports of Mr. Burns for the years 1866, 1867, and 1868 
exhibit in detail the measures required to reconstruct this 
important road and resuscitate its business. Laboring under 
every variety of disadvantage, the management was called 
upon to disentangle the confusion into which its affairs had 
fallen with the military authorities of the general 
government, and to emancipate it satisfactorily from that 
control. Mr. Burns spent a considerable portion of his time 
in Washington City in conferences with the President, 
Secretary of War, and Quartermaster-General in securing 
these objects. His personal relations to President Johnson, 
whose confidence and friendship he enjoyed in a marked 
degree, enabled him to effect the extrication of the 
Chattanooga road from its complications with the Federal 
government and its restoration to the stockholders, and his 
successful administration for three years accomplished its 
entire reinstatement as the pioneer, and in many respects 
most important, line in the Tennessee railway system. Mr. 
Burns' influence with the authorities of the United States 
enabled him to purchase rolling-stock from the government 
on favorable terms and credit, with which to re-equip and 
operate the road. The period of his presidency was one of 
unusual difficulty. Though the road and its equipments were 
dismantled, it was operated with security to passengers,—
not an accident occurring to life or limb,—and was 
reconstructed. Though oppressed with financial 
embarrassments, its business was made profitable. In a 
region suffering from the impoverishment caused by the 
war, and in a period of general prostration, its affairs were 
skillfully administered. On the 10th of August, 1868, Mr. 
Burns resigned the presidency of the company, whereupon 
the following resolution was adopted by the directory: 

"Resolved, That as our official connection with M. Burns, 
Esq., now and for three years past president of this road, is 
soon to cease, we deem it but an act of justice to express our 
appreciation of the interest, integrity, and efficiency which 
he has constantly manifested in the discharge of his official 
duty in directing the varied interests of this company under 
embarrassments unequaled in the past history of the 
Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad Company, and we 
tender to him our best wishes for his continued health and 
prosperity." 

In 1870, Mr. Burns was called to the presidency of the 
First National Bank of Nashville, and held that position for 
eight years, when he tendered his resignation, the acceptance 
of which was accompanied by a resolution of the directory 
testifying the ability and integrity displayed in the 
administration of its affairs. His period of service here, as 
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with the railroads whose affairs he had conducted, was one 
of unexampled financial depression and commercial 
disaster, but his conservative course upheld its credit and 
maintained its business, the date of his retiring being that of 
the commencement of a more prosperous financial era. He is 
now a director in the Third National Bank of Nashville, and 
in the Nashville Commercial Insurance Company. 

Mr. Burns' long prominence in connection with public 
enterprises has made him a wide circle of acquaintance 
within and without the limits of the State. The uniform 
success which has characterized his public and private ca-
reer has attracted attention to him as one of the sterling, 
sagacious men of the times. While he has not labored for 
political preferment, on several occasions his name has been 
urged in connection with the governorship of the State. His 
indisposition to seek office restrained him from effort to 
reach this honorable position, but those who knew his 
capacity for public affairs have felt assured that in the hands 
of none of her citizens would the interests, honor, and true 
dignity of the State have been safer than in those of Michael 
Burns. 

Since withdrawing from positions of public trust, Mr. 
Burns is devoting attention to his personal affairs and the 
fine estate amassed by his industry and skill. He is, 
nevertheless, a public-spirited citizen, having a large interest 
in various corporate enterprises. The key to his success has 
been laborious application to business coupled with the 
strictest fidelity to financial obligations, never, in his large 
and diversified dealings, having compromised a debt or 
settled otherwise than at one hundred cents in the dollar. He 
has the full confidence of his fellow-citizens, as he has their 
respect and esteem for his warm-hearted and openhanded 
generosity. These characteristics found signal illustration in 
the trying period of the civil war. While candid and 
outspoken in his views and sympathies at that time, he yet 
had the general confidence of a number of the leading 
military officials with whom his public duties brought him 
in contact, but especially with the Military Governor of the 
State, with whom his personal relations were intimate and 
cordial. For relief or redress from the rigor of military 
exactions he appealed frequently in behalf of the worthy in 
all ranks of life, high and low, and never appealed in vain. 
Perhaps no man in the community enjoyed the opportunity 
of doing so' much of this character of kindness, and none did 
it more cheerfully and efficiently. Through his frank and 
affable manners, Mr. Burns is popular with all classes of his 
fellow-citizens. A true son of Ireland, he has never forgotten 
the fact, as is manifest in the attachment felt for him by his 
fellow-countrymen, to many of whom he is adviser and 
friend; yet he is an American, and thoroughly identified in 
sympathy and principle with the land of his adoption. While 
tolerant and broadly catholic in his views, his sincerity of 
character is exhibited in his support of the religious 
principles of his fathers. In all respects, the subject of this 
sketch deservedly ranks among the worthiest of the leading 
citizens of the community in which he has lived so long, and 
is justly entitled to a place in its history now in preparation 
for the reading of posterity. 

 

THOMAS SEWELL KING   

Thomas Sewell King, for many years an honored and 
most useful citizen of Davidson County, was born near 
Raleigh, N. C., June 29, 1786. His descendants have no 
accurate knowledge of the precise date of his removal to 
Tennessee, but it was not long after attaining his majority, 
probably about the year 1810. His parentage was of the 
sturdy stock of Carolina which furnished so largely the best 
elements of population coming to develop and give 
character to the new State. They were not wealthy, as not 
many of that time and region were, and the subject of this 
sketch had slender foundation for the respectable fortune his 
industry afterwards acquired, but was well supplied with 
material for the sterling and justly reputable character which 
gave him prominence among his fellow-citizens and entitles 
him to mention in this history. 

His father was John King, and his mother was Elizabeth 
Sewell. The former was of English birth, and came, to 
America in the latter part of the year 1769. The historian of 
the Methodist Church in this country records that John 
King's name appears as one of the "four preachers 
comprising its little corps of Methodist evangelists" when 
America, in 1770, first appears in John Wesley's list of 
appointments. The history proceeds to say that in this work 
he was energetic, zealous, and blameless, and so continued 
until his death. Another historian says of him,” It was the 
indomitable and enterprising King who first threw the 
banners of Methodism to the people of Baltimore." He 
reached a very advanced age, and died near Raleigh, N. C. 

Not long after his arrival at his new home Mr. King united 
in marriage with a cousin,—Susan Sewell: After his 
marriage he lived in Nashville, and was probably engaged in 
merchandising, either as a clerk or as proprietor. The 
building on College Street, near Union, now occupied by. 
Newell, Duncan & Co., was at one time his residence. After 
a few years he removed to the village of Nolensville; about 
twelve miles south of Nashville, and was there associated in 
a general mercantile business with James Johnson, 
afterwards and long one of the most prominent cotton-
merchants in the city of Nashville, and one of its worthiest 
citizens. While living at Nolensville, his wife having died, 
Mr. King married, on Aug. 17, 1817, Delilah Cantrell 
Nolen, a daughter of one of the first settlers of that place, 
and from whom it took its name. This excellent woman was 
his wife and true helpmeet until his death, and survived him 
a number of years. No sketch of him would be complete 
without reference to her. She was a person of remarkable 
characteristics, and exemplified the Christian matron of the 
highest type. Possessed of a strong, incisive mind and great 
energy, these were tempered by qualities of heart which 
endeared her to all. Her charity was large and overflowing, 
and her life was spent in doing good. Its end was serene and 
hopeful. 

About the year 1830, Mr. King abandoned mercantile 
pursuits and removed to Davidson County, having 
purchased a fine farm five and a half miles southeastwardly 
from Nashville, on the line of the Nashville and 
Murfreesboro' Pike. This was afterwards the home of 
Dempsey Weaver, Esq., who was his son-in-law. Mr. King 
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resided at that place until his death, which followed an acute 
attack of pneumonia, Feb. 6, 1851, in the sixty-fifth year of 
his age. Though nearly thirty years have passed, the 
neighborhood of his home for so many years yet holds green 
in memory the appreciation of the manly and upright traits 
which made him its leading citizen and his name a 
household word in an extended circle. 

Esquire King—that was the unpretentious, but in his day 
not unhonored, title which he long bore—illustrated signally 
all that is comprised in the term a good citizen. Without 
pretension to culture, his mind was vigorous and active and 
well informed in all matters of public importance and 
general interest. His superior intelligence, supplemented by 
industry, rendered him successful both as merchant and 
farmer, and in the useful spheres in which he served the 
public. He had that combination of qualities which exacts 
confidence from his fellow-men, and to no man in his time 
and circuit of duty was it accorded in a higher degree. He 
was of that class of men who have but small regard for shine 
or show, but who are in everything solid and substantial. He 
was conscientious and conservative in his turn of thought, 
and prompt, methodical, and correct in all his dealings. He 
gave justice and a full measure, and quietly required it in 
return. He was the firm and trusted friend of many, and his 
counsel and advice were sought by men in all ranks of life. 
Respect was had for his opinions, and faith in his sincerity. 
As a citizen and neighbor he was the arbiter of disputes and 
the subduer of strifes, and his example and influence made 
the community better. Though his path was in the quiet and 
sequestered walks of life, he was filled with proper public 
spirit, and was an earnest advocate of his views in matters of 
public concern. In this respect he was frank and 
independent, yet withal liberal to those who differed. He was 
for many years a magistrate. His duties in that capacity, after 
the manner of those in private life, were performed with 
scrupulous fidelity and probity. As in the one his word was 
the synonym of reliability, so in the other his conduct was 
above question or impeachment. 

In the social circle he was a pattern of deportment, and his 
home was the centre of a large hospitality, while he 
dispensed an ample charity to the deserving needy. He was a 
consistent and unobtrusive Christian in the faith of his 
fathers, and devoted to the spread of its ordinances and 
worship, maintaining for a number of years on his farm the 
place of annual religious services known as” King's Camp-
Ground." His virtues are cherished as a valuable legacy by 
his posterity, and assert for him an honorable place in the 
records of the community adorned by his life. 

 

 

DEMPSEY WEAVER .* 

Dempsey Weaver was born in Chatham Co., N. C., the 
15th day of July, 1815; he removed to Marshall Co, Tenn., 
in 1825, and to Davidson Co., Tenn., in 1836. He was 
successful as a merchant and as a banker. He filled with 

                                                 
* By Thomas H. Malone 

marked ability and unquestioned fidelity many offices 
requiring the execution of high and delicate trusts. He 
acquired friends, accumulated wealth, was twice married, 
reared a prosperous and happy family, and died Feb. 3, 
1880, ere he had reached threescore years and ten. 

His life is of a type rarely found elsewhere than in 
America. The tireless, ceaseless, sleepless effort, ending 
only with life, which seems to characterize our people, is 
said to strike thoughtful foreigners with astonishment. 
Perhaps in no life, even in America, of equal length, was 
more of effort condensed, or more or worthier ends 
accomplished. Striking out for himself at twenty years of 
age, without education, wealth, friends, or influence, he won 
for himself such a position that when forty-four years 
thereafter he died the learned, the wealthy, the influential, 
the whole of the great city in which he had lived and 
labored, strove who should do most honor to his memory. 
He was neither a great scholar, poet, statesman, nor warrior, 
but to the people among whom his life was passed he was 
much more than any one of these could have been. He was 
one of those just, sagacious, far-seeing men, tenax proposal, 
who impress and serve as models for a whole community. 
Perhaps to no one man more than to him is Nashville 
indebted for the solidity and integrity which mark its 
business transactions. He bore no conspicuous part in any 
great historical event, and yet it may be justly claimed that 
he did more for humanity—more that in its effects will live 
while his long sleep lasts—than many whose names shine 
on the pages of history. His philanthropy and his fortune 
were not wasted in sentimental, futile, yet ostentatious 
efforts to redeem China and the isles of the sea. The poor at 
his own door, the people of his own city, were in the largest 
measure the objects of his charities and his benefactions. His 
words of hearty approval, wise advice, and kindly caution 
were, like his purse, ever ready for those who sought his aid. 
His effort was to conceal, not to publish, his good deeds. 
The sum-total of these can never be known. The very least 
of them were the large sums of money which from a full 
hand flowed to all worthy objects, and perhaps it may be 
justly said that the greatest of them were the moral support, 
the kind words of advice and encouragement, and the ready 
promise, sure to be made good, of help, if effort failed, 
which renewed hope and gave strength to maintain the 
conflict to so many ready to faint by the way.  

No history of Davidson County would be complete 
without him. He belonged to no particular sect. When he 
died every class in the community felt that it had suffered a 
special loss. Churchmen missed the practical wisdom that 
matured plans, and the hand that gave without counting to 
carry them to success. The rich missed the financial sagacity 
to which so many owed the safety or increase of their 
fortunes. The deserving poor missed the generous sympathy 
to which appeal was never made in vain. The young men 
missed the counselor to whom all questions of finance were 
submitted. And the strong and active missed the elder 
brother with whom communion renewed their strength and 
revived their courage. 

Judged by the standard of years his death was premature; 
by the standard-of his labors,-his success, and his 
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benefactions it was timely, for in this view his life was 
complete and rounded. 

A community is happy to have had such a man live and 
die in its midst. All that is mortal of him rests at Mount 
Olivet, near the beautiful city that he loved best, but sages, 
poets, Holy Writ will have prophesied in vain if his 
honorable, brave, just, generous life shall not for many 
recurring years continue its beneficent influence. 

The writer knew and loved Mr. Weaver. He was requested 
to write a short sketch of his life. It has turned out—it could 
not have been otherwise—a panegyric.  

 

ELBRIDGE GERRY EASTMAN. 

Elbridge Gerry Eastman was born in Bridgewater, N. H., 
Feb. 27, 1813. He was the son of Timothy  and Abigail 
Eastman. 

His educational advantages in early life were limited. 
Having been the inheritor of no fortune, dependent on his 
own exertions, he was in early life apprenticed to the 
printing business,—a profession of which he was always 
proud. 

Having gone to Washington soon after he had reached 
manhood, James K. Polk, whose estimate of men was 
seldom at fault, discovered in him those evidences of 
intellect and character which have since won for him golden 
opinions with all honorable men. 

Mr. Polk invited him to Tennessee in 1839, and under his 
auspices he established the Knoxville Argus, the publication 
of which Mr. Eastman always regarded as the most brilliant 
part of his editorial career. 

He evinced a talent for newspaper discussion of a high 
order, and was regarded as the leading Democratic editor of 
East Tennessee until Col. Polk was elected President, when, 
to better his pecuniary condition, he accepted an office at 
Washington, which he filled with credit to himself and 
satisfaction to the department. His services were soon 
needed, however, at Nashville, and he was called by the 
leading Democrats of the State to take charge of the 
Nashville Union. 

During the spirited contests of 1839, '41, '43, and '44 he 
became celebrated for the terseness and pungency of his 
style and as a writer of vigorous and spirited paragraphs. 

Strong in all respects as an editor, in this rare quality he 
had few superiors, and perhaps never an equal, in 
Tennessee. His principal forte as an editor was his excellent 
judgment in determining the course and policy of his paper. 
His talents and usefulness were not confined to politics. He 
was the ardent, earnest, working friend of agriculture and the 
mechanical arts. His reports, suggestions, and papers on 
these topics are public property, and are held in high esteem 
by those whose interests he thus labored to advance. 

In efforts to advance the cause of education and all public 
enterprises, he was equally zealous. He was a man of great 
candor, fairness, and sincerity; his political principles were 
matters of conscience with him. He was remarkable for his 
evenness of temper and disposition; he had his dislikes, but 
was incapable of malice. As a friend he was kind, confiding, 
and true. 

In his domestic relations—as a husband and father— 
words cannot express his tenderness. He appeared nowhere 
in a character so admirable as when surrounded by his 
family; there centered all his pride and all his hopes. 

He was in 1849-50 clerk of the House of Representatives, 
and of the Senate one year. He was editor of the Knoxville 
Argus, then of the Nashville Union, and lastly of the Union 
and American. Secretary of the agricultural bureau of 
Tennessee,—able and indefatigable promoter of agricultural 
fairs throughout the State. 

He was an originator and active assistant in organizing 
"loan and building associations,” and always regarded as the 
friend of the mechanic and laborer. 

At a large public meeting (held Nov. 24, 1859), called to 
express the regrets of his fellow-citizens,—Mayor Honing-
worth, in the chair, Rev. Dr. Hoyt and R. C. McNairy, Esq., 
secretaries,—resolutions expressive of respect and sorrow 
were supported in glowing terms by Hon. Andrew Ewing, 
John Hugh Smith, Esq., Hon. W. F. Cooper, Col. G. C. 
Torbett, R. C. McNairy, Esq., and C. W. Nance, Esq. 

Similar action was taken in both the State Senate and 
House of Representatives, in the Masonic fraternity, the 
Typographical Union, and in the Agricultural Bureau. 

Mr. Eastman left a widow, who, before her marriage, was 
Miss Lucy Ann Carr, of New Lebanon, Columbia Co., N. Y. 
She married Mr. Eastman Oct. 11, 1832, at Baltimore, Md. 
He also left nine children of ten born to him; these nine all at 
present reside in or near Nashville,—Mary T. Eastman, now 
Mrs. Dr. J. H. Curry; Carrie C. , and Mrs. W. M. Duncan; 
Lucy C. , now Mrs. L. K. Hart; and six sons,—viz., Charles 
H  William E. , Lewis R. , Elbridge G. , John W. , and 
Roger.. 

Nashville would gladly welcome many such families from 
New Hampshire or any other State. 

 

ALEXANDER LITTLE PAGE GREEN, D.D. 

Alexander Little Page Green was born in Sevier Co., 
Tenn., June 26, 1806. He was the seventh son—one of 
sixteen children—of George  and Judith Green, who were 
devoted Methodists of blameless reputation, industrious and 
thrifty; they were pioneers in Virginia, Tennessee, and 
Alabama, and brought up their children in virtue and piety. 

George Green fought under the American flag in the war 
for independence. 

Alexander was pious from his childhood. He was made a 
class-leader at the age of sixteen, an exhorter at eighteen, 
and before he was nineteen he was licensed to preach, and 
admitted on trial into the Tennessee Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, in which Conference he 
continued till his death, July 15, 1874. 

He spent much time in his early life with the Creek and 
Cherokee Indians, was employed by the traders as an 
interpreter, and frequently preached to them. His biographer 
says "'that for months at a time during his stay with the 
Indians he was without a covering of any sort for his head." 

These short and simple annals extend over half a century 
of extraordinary ministerial service. He labored efficiently 
on circuits and districts, in stations and in special agencies. 
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He took high rank in all the ecclesiastical courts; he was 
consulted on all questions of ordinary and extraordinary 
interest. The polity of the church was largely modeled by his 
counsels. The questions at issue between the Northern and 
Southern branches of the Methodist Episcopal Church at the 
time of the division in 1844, and subsequently during the 
pending of the memorable church suits, were adjusted to a 
great extent by his prudent and unremitting attention. 

He was always among the foremost in developing the 
missionary, Sunday-school, educational, publishing, and 
other interests of the church. He was a tower of strength in 
these regards, and was looked up to by his associates as one 
in whose judgment they might confide. 

He was first stationed in Nashville by his Conference in 
1829. We are informed by his biographer "that great success 
attended his labors this year. At the close of his second year 
he was married to an estimable lady,—Miss Mary A. E. 
Elliston. McKendree Church was completed during his 
administration, in 1833: While the whole family of 
Methodism was dear to him, he had a peculiar love for old 
McKendree, which love was fully reciprocated. He served 
this congregation six years, and was presiding elder on the 
Nashville district twelve years. While other ministers 
accomplished great things, Methodism in Nashville and 
Davidson County owes more to Dr. Green than to any other 
man. 

He fell in love with Nashville at first sight, and adopted it 
as his home. He was devoted to its progress, and had 
unbounded confidence in its final success. The claims of 
Nashville as an educational and commercial centre he never 
neglected an opportunity to advance. He was proud of its 
history, solidity, and culture, and predicted great things for it 
in the future. He proved his faith by his works. He was a 
stockholder in Nashville's first railway,—the Nashville and 
Chattanooga,—also a stockholder in the Nashville and 
Louisville Railway. He was an original director and 
stockholder in the Nashville Gas-Light Company. Aided by 
John M. Bass, Esq., and Joseph T. Elliston, Esq., he opened, 
by private enterprise, Union Street, in Nashville, from 
College to Market street. In all building contracts—and he 
had many—he employed Nashville mechanics and used 
Nashville material, even when it necessitated a change of his 
plans. 

He took great pride in everything about and in the city of 
Nashville, but was sorry to admit that the beautiful and 
romantic Cumberland was not reliable either for navigation 
or angling. 

He was mainly instrumental in locating the Southern 
Methodist Publishing House in Nashville, which has been a 
great moral and pecuniary blessing to the city. He was the 
chairman, and, indeed, the Mentor, of the Methodist Book 
Committee. 

Besides the many institutions of learning under the 
direction of his own church, he was interested in all 
enterprises in his adopted city looking to the moral and 
intellectual improvement of the rising generation. He was a 
trustee of the University of Nashville, from which he 
received the honorary title of Doctor of Divinity. He was 
very proud and fond of the old Nashville Female Academy, 

of which he was a stockholder and trustee. He was also an 
original trustee of the Tennessee School for the Blind. Last, 
but not least, he was specially interested in the permanent 
establishment of Vanderbilt University, of which he was 
treasurer and member of its board of trust at the time of his 
death. For this institution he consulted, planned, and 
labored. It was his last enterprise and his chief joy, and, he 
being dead, it speaks for him. Surrounded by honorable 
associates in beneficence and labor, his life-size portrait 
adorns the western wall of the beautiful chapel. 

In all the positions of trust and honor in which he wan 
placed, and which required so much of his time, it is a 
remarkable fact that they were all alike positions in which 
there were no pecuniary returns. 

He was remarkably disinterested as a preacher,—ready for 
any service with or without pay. 

The secret of his great preaching power was that lie knew 
men, came down among them, arrested their attention, 
touched their hearts, and drew tears from their eyes. His 
language, modeled after the English classics, was chaste, 
strong, simple, and pathetic. 

He wrote a good deal, especially for the church papers and 
periodicals. His biographer has devoted considerable space 
to the” Papers of Dr. Green," written in prose and poetry, 
and full of interest to the general reader. 

He was charitable and catholic in his sentiments, judicious 
and unostentatious in his benefactions, kind to all, especially 
to the young, who greatly enjoyed his society. He was fond 
of working with his hands in his garden and on his farm. It is 
pleasant to walk over the grounds at” Greenland," five' miles 
north of Nashville, and note his” improvements” and see his 
pleasant haunts; for, like Uzziah, King of Judah, he loved” 
husbandry” and communed with nature in farm and field, in 
garden and grove. 

He was a model father, happy in the conjugal relation, and 
his children, devoted to him in life, continue to honor his 
memory and imitate his virtues. 

The soil of Tennessee holds the remains of few of her 
sons who have done her so much honor as Alexander Little 
Page Green. 

 

 

REV. JOHN BERRY McFERRIN, D.D.  

Rev. John Berry McFerrin, D.D, was born in Rutherford 
Co., Tenn., June 15, 1807. His father, Col. James McFerrin, 
was a native of Virginia, and removed to-Tennessee in 1804. 
His grandfather, William McFerrin, was born in 
Pennsylvania, but removed with his father to Virginia when 
he was a child ten years old. William McFerrin was the son 
of William McFerrin, Sr., one of three brothers who 
emigrated from Ireland about one hundred and sixty years 
ago. He settled temporarily in York Co., Pa. Here the 
families divided. One portion remained in the State of 
Pennsylvania, and settled about Philadelphia and New 
Jersey. Another portion went westwardly, and settled in the 
neighborhood of Pittsburgh. William's family went to 
Virginia and branched off into Tennessee, Kentucky, and 
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farther west. The descendants are to be found in nearly all 
the Western States as far as Oregon. 

William McFerrin, John B.'s grandfather, was in the 
Revolutionary war, and was at the battle at King's Mountain 
in the command of Gen. Campbell. 

Col. James McFerrin was an officer in Gen. Andrew 
Jackson's army in 1812-13. He was a brave and well-skilled 
soldier and officer. At the age of thirty-seven he became a 
Methodist preacher, and spent the remainder of his life in the 
work of the ministry. 

John B.'s mother was the daughter of John Berry, a 
Presbyterian elder, who died in Virginia ninety-five years 
ago. His maternal grandmother was Jane Campbell. She was 
born in what is now Rockbridge County, and belongs to one 
branch of the extensive Campbell family of the" Old 
Dominion." Her grandmother on the father's side was Jane 
Laughlin, the daughter of James Laughlin. The Laughlin 
family were from the neighborhood of Belfast, Ireland, and 
emigrated to America in 1753. The whole family on both 
sides were descendants of Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, and 
were inveterate Protestants. 

John B. McFerrin, whose name stands at the head of this 
article, was the eldest son of his parents: He was born when 
the country around Nashville was newly settled. The cabin 
in which he was born was surrounded by cane and unbroken 
forests. His early advantages were limited. A respectable 
English education, obtained, in the common schools of those 
early times, was all of which he could boast. He, however, 
learned to read in very early life, and was a student at home, 
reading whatever books—especially theological works—
came in his way. 

At the early age of eighteen lie entered the work of the 
ministry, and was admitted into the Tennessee Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the autumn of 1825. 
He has beets a member of that body till this date without any 
intermission. lie has filled many positions in the church; he 
has traveled circuits; has filled city stations; has been a 
presiding elder; an agent for a literary institution; a 
missionary to the Indians; editor of the Christian Advocate 
at Nashville for nearly eighteen years; book-agent twice; and 
spent nearly three years with the Confederate army in the 
late unfortunate war, as a missionary under the direction of 
his church. 

Thus it will be seen that Dr. McFerrin has devoted nearly 
forty years of his life to the interests of his church outside 
the pastoral work. He has preached, however, through all the 
land, from New York to California, and visited nearly every 
important town and city in the South and Southwest. He has 
devoted much time to literary pursuits, considering that he 
has been all his days actively employed in the work of his 
church. He has written much for the periodicals of the 
church, has published several sermons, and has written an 
elaborate history of Methodism in Tennessee in three 
volumes of about five hundred pages each. He has been a 
member of every General Conference of his church since 
1836, and has been present at more than two hundred 
Annual Conferences. His physical constitution was strong, 
and his powers of endurance in youth and middle age were 
remarkable. He seldom became weary of work or travel. He 

grew rapidly to manhood, and attained to a stature of six feet 
in his boots; average weight, two hundred pounds. He was 
no politician,—that is, he never took any part publicly in the 
political issues of the great parties in the country,—but he 
was always a Democrat and a strong Southern man in 
sentiment. He was the friend of President James K. Polk, 
baptized that eminent statesman, took him into the 
Methodist Church, closed his eyes in death, and preached 
his funeral sermon. 

Dr. McFerrin took a prominent part in the great 
controversy between the Northern and Southern wings of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1844. He was a member of 
the convention in 1845 which took steps for the complete 
reorganization of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, 
and worked with diligence for its permanent establishment 
and future prosperity. When the war had ended and 
propositions were made for a restoration of fraternal 
relations between the two branches of the church, North and 
South, he was among the first to step forward and extend the 
hand of brotherly love. The honorary degree of D.D. was 
conferred upon him by two literary institutions in 1851. 

Nashville has been the headquarters and home of Dr. 
McFerrin since the autumn of 1831. He has been married 
twice,—first to Miss Probart, a native of Nashville, and 
secondly to Miss McGavock, of Davidson County. He has at 
this writing six living children and fourteen grandchildren. 

Such are the salient points in the life of Dr. McFerrin. To 
give the details of that busy and useful life would be to give 
a large part of the history of the Methodist Church in the 
South, during the period of his active ministry. He has borne 
a prominent part in its deliberative assemblies, its 
connectional work, and in its pulpit. The elements of his 
power, popularity, and success may be briefly noted. 

His zeal—Having chosen the ministry of the gospel as his 
life-work, he has pursued it with a concentration of purpose 
rarely equaled. He has been a man of one work, putting all 
his energy and enthusiasm into the service of the church. 
Flowing always in this channel, the current of his life has 
been deep and strong, illustrating the wise aphorism that 
"concentration is power." 

His courage—T his is a conspicuous quality of Dr. 
McFerrin's nature. It was in his blood, derived from the 
strong and fiery race of which he came. Inheriting a 
powerful physique, with immense impelling force, he has 
the self-poise and boldness that are imparted by the 
consciousness of strength. His latent resources, under the 
stimulus of difficulty and opposition, have always been 
equal to the demands made upon him in meeting the heavy 
responsibilities and bearing the heavy burdens imposed 
upon him by the church. His moral courage, tried in many 
emergencies, has never been found wanting. He never shirks 
a duty or an issue. Neutrality is impossible to him. On all 
important questions he has an opinion which he is not 
ashamed to avow or afraid to defend. Though his battles 
have been on the bloodless arena of polemics and questions 
of ecclesiastical policy, he has a knightly love of the combat 
where fair and manly blows are given and taken.  
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His pathos and humor.—Dr. McFerrin illustrates the oft-

mentioned fact that these elements of oratory are closely 
allied and seldom disjoined. He has sown the land with 
laughter and tears. On the platform he sweeps the chords of 
feeling with a master-hand, stirring immense audiences to 
the profoundest depths of their sensibilities, and kindling in 
their bosoms responsive enthusiasm under his impassioned 
appeals. His wit is instantaneous in its flash. In repartee he 
has no superior, and in the thrust and parry of debate it is 
doubted whether he ever came off second-best. 

His pulpit power—Many attempts have been made to 
analyze the elements of Dr. McFerrin's power in the pulpit, 
but in vain. The great secret is in the personality of the 
man,—that indefinable atmosphere surrounding him that 
engages attention, commands confidence, and arouses 
sympathetic mental action and feeling. His grasp of a subject 
is firm, his manner intensely earnest, his treatment of it 
logical, going in a direct line to the point in hand, presenting 
religious truth in concrete forms, and illustrating it by 
figures taken from nature and from real life. All classes love 
to hear him, and the writer who called him” the people's 
man" described him well. But the extraordinary effects 
produced by his preaching in his most notable pulpit efforts 
can only be explained by the afflatus of the Holy Spirit that 
rests upon the man called, commissioned, and anointed of 
God to proclaim the glad tidings of the gospel. His sermons 
are pervaded by a deep spirituality, and, though varied by 
sparkles of wit and quaint sallies that make his hearers 
smile, they rarely fail to awaken their consciences, stir their 
sensibilities, and kindle their hopes. 

His elasticity—This has been the source of his marvelous 
endurance and the wonder of his friends. In his prime he 
actually seemed almost incapable of fatigue, and did an 
amount of work under which most men would have broken 
down at once. His mind was a battery always charged, his 
animal spirits a fountain that never failed. When his history 
shall be fully written, it will disclose a career in which 
fidelity to duty and capacity for labor were equally 
remarkable. 

PHILIP LINDSLEY. 

OUTLINE OF HIS LIFE 

Philip Lindsley was born near Morristown, N. J. His 
parents were both of English extraction, the Lindsleys and 
Condicts being among the earliest settlers of Morristown, 
and influential Whigs of the Revolution. His early youth was 
spent in his father's family, at Basking Ridge, N. J., and in 
his thirteenth year he entered the academy of the Rev. 
Robert Finley, of that place, with whom he continued nearly 
three years. He entered the junior class of the College of 
New Jersey in November, 1802, and was graduated in 
September, 1804. After graduating he became an assistant 
teacher, first in Mr. Stevenson's school, at Morristown, and 
then at Mr. Finley's, at Basking Ridge. He resigned his place 
with the latter in 1807, and about the same time became a 
member of Mr. Finley's church and it candidate for the 
ministry under the care of Presbytery. He was then for two 
years Latin and Greek tutor in the college at Princeton, 

where he devoted himself to the study of theology under the 
direction of the president; Dr. Samuel Stanhope Smith. On 
the 24th of April, 1810, he was licensed to preach the gospel 
by the Presbytery of New Brunswick. Continuing his 
theological studies during the next two years, and also 
preaching a while at Newtown, L. I., where he declined 
overtures for a settlement, he made an excursion into 
Virginia, and afterwards to New England, and in November, 
1812, returned to Princeton in the capacity of senior tutor in 
the college. In 1813 he was transferred from the tutorship to 
the professorship of languages, and at the same time was 
chosen secretary of the board of trustees. He also held the 
offices of librarian and inspector of the college during his 
connection with the institution. In October of this year he 
was married to Margaret Elizabeth , only child of the Hon. 
Nathaniel Lawrence, attorney-general of the State of New 
York. 

In 1817 he was twice chosen president of Transylvania 
University, Kentucky, but in both instances declined. In the 
same year he was ordained, sine titulo, by the Presbytery of 
New Brunswick, and was also elected vice-president of the 
College of New Jersey. In 1822, after Dr. Green's 
resignation, he was for one year its acting president. The 
next year he was chosen president of Cumberland College, 
Tennessee, and also of the College of New Jersey, but he 
declined both appointments. The same year the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by Dickinson 
College, then under the presidency of Dr. J. M. Mason. 

After refusing to consider overtures concerning the 
presidency of Ohio University, at Athens, he was again 
offered the presidency of Cumberland College, and finally 
induced to visit Nashville the result of which was that he at 
last signified his acceptance of the office in 1824. During his 
absence the board of trustees of Dickinson College had sent 
a deputy to Princeton to induce him to consent to become 
president of that institution. On the 24th of December he 
arrived in Nashville with his family, the college having been 
in operation a few weeks, with about thirty students. He was 
inaugurated with much pomp and ceremony on the 12th of 
January, 1825. His address delivered on the occasion was 
published and very widely circulated. It was a noble effort, 
and was regarded as auspicious of an eminently useful and 
brilliant career. The corporate name of the college was 
changed the next year to "The University of Nashville." 

In May, 1834, Dr. Lindsley was unanimously elected 
moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church of the United States, then holding its sessions at 
Philadelphia. He was elected a member of the” Royal 
Society of Northern Antiquarians,” at Copenhagen, in 1837. 

In 1845, Mrs. Lindsley was taken from him by death, after 
a. most happy union of about thirty-two years. In 1849 lie 
was married to Mrs. Mary Ann Ayers, the widow of a 
kinsman,—Elias Ayers, the founder of the New Albany 
Theological Seminary,—a daughter of the late Maj. William 
Silliman, of Fairfield, Conn., and a niece of the venerable 
Professor Silliman, of Yale College. In May, 1850, he was 
elected professor of ecclesiastical polity and biblical 
archaeology in the New Albany Theological Semi nary; and, 
having resigned the presidency of the University of 
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Nashville in October following, he removed to New Albany 
in December, and entered on the duties of the professorship 
at the beginning of the next year. Here he continued usefully 
and acceptably employed until April, 1853, when he 
resigned the office, contrary to the unanimous wish of the 
board. 

The remaining two years of his life were spent chiefly in 
study, devotion, and intercourse with his friends. 

In May, 1855, he was appointed a commissioner to the 
General Assembly which met in Nashville that year. Be took 
an active part in its deliberations, and was the guest of his 
son-in-law, the Rev. J. W. Hoyte. On Wednesday morning, 
May 23d, he was struck with apoplexy, and died on Friday, 
the 25th. His funeral-rites were under the direction of the 
General Assembly on the Monday following. The 
providence which thus led to his return and decease in the 
scene of his great life-work and in the midst of his children 
was much noticed. 

Dr. Lindsley left five children,—three sons and two 
daughters. All his sons were graduated at the University of 
Nashville. One of them, Adrian Van Sinderen, has been 
secretary and treasurer of the board of trustees of the 
University of Nashville more than forty years, and has been 
postmaster of Nashville and senator from Davidson County 
in the State Legislature. The second, Nathaniel Lawrence, 
was professor of languages in Cumberland University, doing 
much in founding that famous university. He also 
established Greenwood Seminary, in Wilson County, and is 
justly styled by Killebrew "Tennessee's great educator and 
scholar." The third, John Berrien, after an interval of five 
years, succeeded his father as head of the University of 
Nashville. his daughter, Margaret Lawrence, married 
Samuel Crockett., Esq., of Nashville. His youngest child, 
Eliza Berrien, married Rev. J. W. Hoyte, now also of 
Nashville. 

HIS CHIEF WORK AT NASHVILLE 

It is known that he declined the highest position in the gift 
of his Alma Mater and cast his lot in the West contrary to 
the wishes, and indeed with the deep regret, of his friends at 
the East. Who can tell the career of honor and usefulness 
which might, have -awaited him there had he accepted that 
important position? Who can say that a presidency at Nassau 
Hall, running through a quarter of a century, would not have 
presented a career of usefulness fully equal to that of Dwight 
at Yale, or Nott at Union, or any other which our country 
has yet afforded? Still, we hesitate not to think that he acted 
wisely and well in going just when he did to what might 
then be called the wild woods of Tennessee. We have no 
manner of doubt that he there achieved a greater and more 
important work for his generation than be could possibly 
have ever done at Princeton, New Haven, or any other 
Eastern seat of learning, The heart of man deviseth his way, 
but the Lord directeth his steps. A great State was just 
emerging from the wilderness,—building its churches and 
school-houses, constructing its works of internal 
improvement, bringing its virgin soil into cultivation, and 
just ready to lay the foundations of its literary and scientific 
institutions. The greatest work which any State can ever do 

for its children in all time to come, that of forming and 
putting into operation its systems of liberal and popular 
education, was here to be done. A master-workman was 
needed for the occasion,—one who had the knowledge to 
grasp the problem, and the genius, energy, and enthusiasm 
to solve it. That master-spirit was found in Philip Lindsley. 
It is not too much to say that, if Cumberland College had 
made her selection from the entire circle of the Eastern 
colleges, she could not probably have found any man more 
competent and better furnished for the task, better prepared, 
by all his tastes, studies, and attainments, to be the very 
pioneer, missionary, and champion of collegiate or 
university education at the Southwest. 

Having thus selected his ground, and driven down his 
stakes, at a point which was then the extreme southwestern 
outpost of educational institutions, he determined once for 
all not to abandon it. Nothing is more striking in all his 
history, and indicative of that firmness of purpose which 
constituted so important an element in his character, than the 
fixed and persistent determination which kept him from ever 
leaving Nashville till his work was done. No inducement 
from abroad, and no amount of difficulty at home, could 
ever wean him from this his first love of Western life. There 
was scarcely a year of the twenty-six when he might not 
have gone to other posts of usefulness and honor. Offers 
came to him unsolicited, from the East, the North, the South. 
To those who understood the discouragements which he had 
to encounter at Nashville, and the repeated liberal 
inducements held out to him from other quarters, there was a 
touch of the heroic and sublime in that steady, unalterable 
resolve which kept him at his chosen post so long, and from 
first to last so confident of success. 

Says Dr. Sprague, "Though Dr. Lindsley never, directly or 
indirectly, sought an appointment from any literary 
institution, such was his reputation that he was solicited to 
the presidency of such institutions more frequently, perhaps, 
than any other man who has ever lived in this country. In 
addition to the cases already mentioned (in New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Ohio), he was chosen to the presidency of 
'Washington College, Lexington, Va., and of Dickinson 
College, Carlisle, in 1829; was chosen twice to the 
presidency of the University of Alabama, at Tuscaloosa, in 
1830; was chosen provost of the University of Pennsylvania, 
at Philadelphia, and president of the College of Louisiana, at 
Jackson, in 1834; president of South Alabama College, at 
Marion, in 1837; and president of Transylvania University 
in 1839; all which appointments he promptly declined, 
though he was greatly urged to accept them." 

Now, the explanation of all this is that lie saw from the 
first, with the clear intuition of his strong, practical mind, 
that there was a great work to do in Tennessee,—one not to 
be finished in a day or a year, but demanding the labor of a 
lifetime; and accordingly, instead of frittering away his 
energies on half a dozen different schemes and points of 
influence he determined to make the most of' life by 
devoting it all to that one work, and never to leave it until 
those who should come after him might be able, upon the 
foundation which he bad laid, to rear a noble and lasting 
structure. 
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HIS SPOKEN AND PUBLISHED ADDRESSES 

The published writings of Dr. Lindsley consist chiefly of 
his baccalaureate addresses and occasional sermons. His 
great theme, even in his sermons, was education and its 
kindred topics. In one of his ablest published discourses, 
delivered at the installation of Dr. Edgar, in Nashville, in 
1833, he speaks of his preaching in the following terms, 
indicating a far humbler estimate of it, in his own mind, than 
the public were accustomed to take: "My own particular 
sphere of ministerial duty has ever been extremely humble 
and limited, as it regards age and numbers, though not 
unimportant in reference to the ultimate welfare of the 
church and the public. My province too has always 
demanded a different kind and form of preaching from that 
which obtains in a popular assembly. A word in season—a 
little here and a little there—and something every day to one 
or a dozen, as occasion offered or suggested—without 
touching on points of theological or ecclesiastical 
controversy, and without the formal method of regular 
sermonizing—has been the fashion of my own very 
imperfect essays in the good work of the gospel ministry.” 
and hence it was that, always regarding himself as an 
educator of the young, he was often, even in his public 
discourses on the Sabbath, found pleading the cause of 
education. 

Dr. Sprague gives the following list of his publications: 
"A Plea for the Theological Seminary at Princeton" (several 
editions), 1821; "Early Piety Recommended" in a sermon 
delivered in the college chapel, Princeton, 1821; "The Duty 
of Observing the Sabbath," explained and enforced in a 
sermon addressed more particularly to the young, 1821; 
"Improvement of Time," two discourses delivered in the 
chapel of the College of New Jersey, 1822; “A Farewell 
Sermon," delivered in the chapel of the College of New 
Jersey, 1824; "An Address at his Inauguration” as president 
of Cumberland College, 1825; "The Cause of Education in 
Tennessee;" "A Baccalaureate Address," 1826; "A 
Baccalaureate Address," 1827; "A Baccalaureate Address," 
1829; "A Baccalaureate Address," 1831; “A Baccalaureate 
Address," 1832; “An Address on the Centennial Birthday of 
George Washington," 1832; "A Discourse at the Installation 
of the Rev. John. T. Edgar," Nashville, 1833; "A 
Baccalaureate," entitled "Speech in Behalf of the University 
of Nashville," 1837; "A Lecture on Popular Education," 
1837; "A Baccalaureate Address," entitled” Speech about 
Colleges," 1848. 

Besides these he wrote various articles on education for 
the public prints, and contributed two learned and able 
papers to the “American Biblical Repository" on the 
"Primitive State of Mankind," which excited much attention 
at the time both in this country and in Europe. Indeed, he 
was one of the first scholars, if not the first, of our times to 
take the ground which has since become so common, and 
has recently been so ably argued in Kitto's "Cyclopedia of 
Biblical Literature,"—viz., that man's primeval condition 
was not that of a savage, but a civilized being. Says Dr. 
Kitto (Art. Antediluvians),” That a degree of cultivation was 
the primitive condition of man, from which savageism in 
particular quarters was a degeneracy, and that he has not, as 

too generally has been supposed, worked himself up from an 
original savage state to his, present position, has been 
powerfully argued by Dr. Lindsley, and is strongly 
corroborated by the conclusions of modern ethnographical 
research." Indeed, we find Dr. Lindsley” powerfully" 
defending this view (for it was a favorite theme with him, 
which he held with all the tenacity of a discoverer), not only 
in the” Biblical Repository," but as far back as 1825, in his 
inaugural address, in which he shows that the, old infidel 
idea of a man's being at the start a sort of noble savage is 
contradicted alike by reason, revelation, and history. 

But this point would lead us too far from our present 
purpose. Besides these publications Dr. Lindsley left other 
valuable writings, in carefully prepared manuscript, bearing 
on the same general topics discussed in those already 
mentioned. The writer heard many of these baccalaureate 
and other addresses when they were delivered, and can bear 
witness to the powerful impression which they produced. It 
is questionable whether any man in our country has ever 
made more of baccalaureate addresses and done a more 
effective service with them than Dr. Lindsley. They were 
always prepared with the utmost care, and charged with his 
maturest and weightiest thoughts. They were generally 
delivered to the largest audiences ever assembled in 
Nashville, consisting often of legislators, judges, 
professional gentlemen from all parts of the State, and the 
very elite of the city. He had made it a point in the start 
never to speak in public till he had something to say and was 
fully prepared to say it. And such was his reputation, after a 
few efforts of this kind that both in the college and the city 
the baccalaureate was looked forward to as the great 
occasion of the year. He seemed never so much in his true 
element as on the commencement stage. And he came forth 
on these occasions, and delivered this heavy artillery of 
learning and eloquence with much of the power and success 
exhibited by our ablest statesmen in their set speeches in 
Congress. There was in fact scarcely any one instrumentality 
employed by Dr. Lindsley during his whole career at 
Nashville through which he seemed to exert a deeper, wider, 
and more wholesome influence on the public mind than 
these addresses. They were for the most part published in 
pamphlet form, and some of them passed through several 
editions. Thus heard and read by the leading men of 
Tennessee, and incorporated, as so much established truth, 
into the living thought of all his pupils, they were 
reproduced in a thousand different forms, and became part 
and parcel of the public sentiment in all the educated circles 
of the State. 

And they were well deserving of the honor. We have just 
now had occasion to read most of them over again after the 
lapse of many years. And we have been more than ever 
impressed with their wisdom and beauty. We know not 
where to find, in the same compass, within our whole range 
of reading, so much sound doctrine, wise counsel, and soul-
stirring sentiment on the subject of the education of the 
young. There are some persons who look with 
disparagement upon our pamphlet literature, and shrink, 
with a sort of dignified contempt, from the idea of a great 
man burying himself in a pamphlet, as the common saying 
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is. But no man can read the pamphlet addresses Dr. 
Lindsley, especially if he had ever had the good for tune to 
see and hear him in the delivery of one of them, without 
feeling that they were, in his hands, a powerful engine of 
doing good. If he had spent his life in writing large and 
learned books, he could doubtless have filled a wider sphere 
and gained a more extended fame, but we have no idea that 
he could ever thus have reached and indoctrinated the 
leading minds of Tennessee, as he did by these apparently 
ephemeral but really effective spoken and published 
addresses. We consider his example in this respect worthy of 
all praise and all imitation on the part of those who, called to 
the presidency of our struggling colleges, will find it 
necessary, not only to supply the demand for instruction 
within the college walls, but continually to create a demand 
for that supply without by inspiring the people with 
enthusiasm for learning, and indoctrinating them into large 
and liberal views of the subject. 

By these annual tracts on education, containing the 
condensed results of his own reflection, reading, and 
experience, fraught with the living spirit of his own burning 
enthusiasm for knowledge, and sent forth with the high 
endorsement of his acknowledged scholarship, he gave a 
dignity to the teacher's office in Tennessee, and elevated the 
whole standard of popular instruction in the Southwest to an 
extent which is none the less real and salutary because it was 
done so gradually that the public mind, even to this day, is 
scarcely conscious of the change, or to whom it is most 
indebted for the elevating influence. By this we do not mean to 
affirm that Dr. Lindsley did all the work alone, nor to detract 
aught from the valuable services of his coadjutors and 
predecessors. There were men before him at Nashville, 
preparing materials for the temple of learning, even in the 
wilderness, as the well-known and honored names of Priestly 
and Hume can bear witness. And there were men with him at 
Nashville—men worthy of their high calling, and master-
builders, each in his several department—who stood by him 
and nobly seconded all his efforts: such men as Trost, and 
Hamilton, and Thomson, and Cross, whose names will long 
remain as a tower of strength in Tennessee. But what we mean 
to say is, that Dr. Lindsley, from the time he set foot in 
Nashville, was the mainspring of the movement,—the master-
spirit of the great work of liberal and popular education. The 
very fact that he gathered around him, and through all 
embarrassment and discouragement ever kept at his side, a 
corps of instructors fully equal to any in our country, is proof 
itself of the important part we have ascribed to him. The fact 
that literary and scientific men, and many eminent teachers, 
attracted by his influence, soon found their way to 
Tennessee,—that rare and costly standard works, and 
bookstores on a scale not then known anywhere else in the 
West, began to be multiplied at Nashville,—is additional proof 
of it. Certain it is that, under his leadership, there was an 
influence exerted and a work done which to this day could not 
have been realized, unless indeed God had raised up some other 
leader of like spirit and ability.*  

                                                 
* "The Life and Works of Philip Lindsley," in three very handsome 

volumes, were brought out in 1866 by J. B. Lippincott & Co., of 
Philadelphia, ably edited by Le Roy J. Halsey, D.D., of Chicago.  
 

We may form some conception of his work and influence if 
we consider the number and character of the pupils whom he 
educated. We are not able to state the whole number; but we 
find in his address of 1848 one important item. Up to that time 
there had been three hundred and ninety-eight regular graduates 
of the university, and fifteen hundred others had received 
instruction without graduating. Here then we have an aggregate 
of nearly nineteen hundred youths receiving the elements of an 
accomplished collegiate education, nearly four hundred of 
whom completed the whole literary and scientific course. These 
were from all parts of Tennessee, and from all classes of the 
people,—nay, from all parts of the Southwest. A large number 
of them were sons of prominent and wealthy citizens. But the 
rich and the poor here met together and, pari passu, struggled 
upwards to the high places of knowledge and power. It mattered 
not, when they went forth, from what rank they had sprung. 
They went forth brothers and equals,—all to take the foremost 
rank and become themselves heads and leaders of the people. 
They went forth into all parts of the great Southwest—furnished 
with the panoply of liberal learning, and fired with the 
enthusiasm of the Gamaliel at whose feet they had been 
sitting—to plead the great cause of education, to take part in 
laying the foundations of new States, new colleges and 
seminaries, and everywhere, from Tennessee to Texas and 
California, to fill the highest positions of honor and usefulness 
in the State and the Church. 

The writer has had occasion to know something of these 
great Southwestern States,—something of the men who have 
founded their institutions, and of the influences which have 
moulded the character of their people during the last quarter 
of a century,—and, without wishing to detract a jot or tittle 
from other eminent and useful laborers, he can bear witness 
that he has visited no point in all this vast region where the 
influence of Philip Lindsley had not been felt., and where 
some of his pupils were not found in the foremost rank of 
honorable men; bravely battling for the true and the good. 
Often, while weary himself with the heat and burden of the 
day, in some humble and distant corner of the field, has he 
felt his own heart cheered to renewed activity, as lie has 
looked back to that unpretending college hillside at 
Nashville, and thought of the master-magician there—the 
very Arnold of our western colleges—who, quietly, 
unobserved by the world, and wielding a power greater than 
that of Prospero in the Tempest, was sending forth his 
influences to bless and save his country. What an illustration 
of the power of knowledge,—of the way in which a good 
man may perpetuate his influence! Many of these nineteen 
hundred pupils have become educators. Through them the 
head-master is still teaching—teaching in the colleges, 
universities, high schools, common schools, medical and 
law schools—teaching in the pulpit, the press, the courts of 
justice, the legislative halls—teaching at the firesides, in the 
counting-rooms, in the work-shops, in the banking-houses of 
this great Mississippi Valley. The waves of popular and 
liberal education, thus created as by a great central elevating 
force, are still rolling, and ever widening as they roll. It was 
fortunate; it was providential, for the Southwest, that such a 
force should be applied just when and where it was. 

But perhaps the most striking illustration of his influence 
as an educator is seen at Nashville itself,—the scene of his 
longest labors, the home of his adoption, the resting-place 
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where his ashes sleep. We have no citizenship at Nashville, 
and hence cannot be accused of partiality in what we arc 
about to say. But of all we have seen and know we may 
safely say there is no city west of the mountains which 
seems to us so justly entitled to be called the Athens of the 
West as Nashville. And for that distinction we think there is 
no man to whom Nashville is so much indebted as Dr. 
Lindsley. If any man ever made his mark deep and 
ineffaceable upon a place and people, he made it at 
Nashville. We say this, too, with a full knowledge and 
appreciation of the eminent labors of his compeers and 
predecessors. There were many faithful laborers with him 
and before him, whose names the people of Nashville will 
not willingly let die,—serving well their generation in all the 
professions and vocations of life,—Priestly, Hume, 
Jennings, Weller, Trimble, Lawrence, Troost, Hamilton, 
Stevens, Berry, Craighead, Crutcher, Porter, Yeatman, 
Woods, Shelby, McGavock, Ewing, Foster, Nichol, 
McNairy, Gibbs, Robertson, Roane, Overton, Rutledge, 
Hunt, Tannehill, Campbell, Polk, Grundy, Fletcher, Cannon, 
Carrol, Jackson, and many others, all intimately associated 
with the reputation of the city abroad and her prosperity at 
home. But among all these eminent and honored citizens, we 
doubt not that for deep, wide, and lasting influence the 
foremost place is due to Dr. Lindsley. 

And now we ask, To whom is Nashville more indebted for 
all this prosperity and improvement, this intellectual, moral, 
social, educational, and even material development which 
now renders her pre-eminent in the South, than to the man 
who, even at the darkest hour of her temporary depression, 
when her own sons were ready to forsake her, would never 
leave her, but clung to her through all vicissitudes, 
determined neither to give up her university nor suffer its 
real estate to be sacrificed? We had an opportunity only a 
few years ago of visiting Nashville, and while there of 
comparing her past and present condition. We examined 
somewhat closely into the influences which have been at 
work to make her what she is. In all we saw and heard we 
were more and more impressed with the conviction that the 
prominent elements and agencies of her growth and of her 
present elevated character as a city were those which had 
originated on that same College Hill. We found that the "Old 
University," though for a season suspended, was in fact still 
governing the city. We found that most of the leading men 
in all the learned professions, mercantile pursuits, and even 
mechanic trades, had, in one way or another, been connected 
with the university and in a measure educated by it. We 
found that many of her most gifted alumni from other parts 
of the State, and even from other States, after rising to 
wealth and influence at home, had worked their way back to 
Nashville and were now contributing all the resources of 
their talents, their experience, their attainments, and their 
fortunes to the onward and upward growth of the city. We 
found that, thus congregating at Nashville and throwing the 
whole weight of their character, their public spirit, their 
enterprise, their love of education, into all the intercourse of 
'society and all the walks of business, and the whole public 
administration of the city, they were not only making the 
capital of Tennessee an emporium of wealth and an Athens 

of learning, but sending forth an influence over all the 
surrounding region,—nay, one that must be felt in every 
nook and corner of the State. We found that thus there was a 
great elevating moral power at Nashville, —the power of 
letters, the power of education, the power of her own 
university. And when we saw all this—saw how the city had 
grown, and why it had grown to its present enviable position 
of intellectual and moral power—we remembered some of 
those matchless appeals and arguments and vindications in 
favor of the higher learning as the nucleus of all that was 
great and good which for twenty-six years Nashville had 
never failed to hear. The predictions were all fulfilled or 
fulfilling, though the eloquent tongue that spoke them was 
now silent. And we felt that if Nashville should ever erect a 
public monument to any man, the honor was due to her 
eminent educator Philip. Lindsley.*  

 
 

JUDGE J. C. GUILD 

Judge J. C. Guild was born in Virginia; his parents were 
Scotch-Irish. His father, Walter Guild, was a native of 
Scotland, and was educated in Edinburgh; his mother, 
Elizabeth Conn, was of Irish descent. Their children were 
Dr. James Guild, a distinguished physician and surgeon of 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., now living at the advanced age of eighty-
one, and Josephus Conn Guild, his brother, four years 
younger. 

Their parents removed from Virginia in 1806 to Sumner 
Co., Tenn.; afterwards to Stewart County, same State, where 
they remained until 1811, when they returned "to Sumner 
County, and settled on the head-waters of Bledsoe's Creek. 
They died in 1813, within a week of each other, of milk-
poison. The brothers were now orphans and penniless, their 
father having lost his estate in disastrous mercantile 
operations in Virginia. But they were not friendless. He who 
"tempers the winds to the shorn lamb" had preserved to 
them foster-parents in the persons of their aunts, Octavia 
Brown and Lydia Tompkins, and their uncle, Maj. Josephus 
H. Conn, who gave them homes and such education as the 
country afforded. 

Their uncle, Maj. Joe H. Conn, was a remarkably fine-
looking man, of great energy and courage. He commanded a 
battalion and gallantly fought in all of Gen. Jackson's 
campaigns. He was a member of the General Assembly in 
1818, and, agreeably to the custom of, the times, fought a 
duel,—sole way of settling difficulties arising in the heat of 
political debate. He was an ardent admirer of Gen. Jackson, 
occasionally acting as second in some of the general's 
difficulties. He was never married, and died in 1820. 

Losing their aunts about this time, James and Josephus 
were thrown upon their own resources. James had already 
chosen the profession of medicine, had graduated at 
Philadelphia, and, one year later, 1821,—married 
Marmaduke Williams' daughter, and settled in Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., achieving, some years later, the enviable reputation of 
first physician and surgeon of his adopted State.  

                                                 
* Condensed from memoir by Le Roy J. Halsey, D.D. 
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Josephus—four years his brother's junior—not so far 
advanced in his studies, was left to choose his vocation and 
shape his own course in life. He had obtained a "pennyroyal 
old-field schooling," polished with a smattering of Latin and 
Greek at the academies of Hall, Macquerter, and the Rev. 
Creighead, of Davidson. About this time, at the age of 
seventeen, his pecuniary resources running low, he looked 
about him for some way of replenishing his exchequer: as he 
expressed it,” it was a ground-hog case with him." Listening, 
one day, to the matchless oratory of the silver-tongued 
orator of the Nashville bar, Felix Grundy, and being greatly 
charmed therewith, he determined to become a lawyer. With 
this end in view, young Guild sought and obtained 
employment of Anthony B. Shelby, a gentleman of wealth 
and clerk of the Circuit Court. His arrangement with him 
was to take care of the office, receiving as compensation 
therefore his board. It is hardly necessary to say that these 
duties were well performed. They were not onerous, 
however, and ample time was afforded the young aspirant 
for the study of Blackstone and Coke on Lyttleton. How 
well he improved his time his knowledge of these authors, 
as evinced in many a subsequent fiercely-contested battle in 
the legal arena, fully attests. He remained with Mr. Shelby 
one year, when he came to Nashville, and continued his 
reading under Col. Ephraim H. Foster. A graphic account of 
his induction into this office is given in” Old Times in 
Tennessee,” a book by the subject of this memoir. He 
remained with Col. Foster eighteen months, at the end of 
which time he was licensed to practice by Judges Haywood 
and White of the supreme bench, and hung out his shingle in 
Gallatin in the fall of 1822 and began the practice of law. By 
his strict attention to business and assiduity in the 
preparation of his cases, together with the sympathy he 
readily found in the old friends of his deceased relatives, he 
soon rose to some distinction for a young man; he was 
popular in his manners, and spent his money freely, but he 
did not forget to repay his pecuniary indebtedness to his 
friends indeed. He was a contemporary of Hon. Bailey 
Peyton, schoolmates and fellow-frolickers, started in the 
same profession, at the same time, now appearing in the 
same cases with and now against each other. They extended 
their practice to the adjoining counties of Wilson and Smith, 
and were generally regarded as a fast and good young team. 
They were frequent visitors of Gen. Jackson, and shared 
with him his love for the blooded horse. They rode blooded 
horses themselves, and when fees were few amused 
themselves and replenished their purses by racing their 
horses. An account of the old kings, race-trained by them 
and rode by Peyton, appears in” Old Times in Tennessee." 

Young Guild, in 1826, finding that he could support a 
family, courted and married the beautiful daughter of Maj. 
George D. Blackmore, a Revolutionary soldier, Indian-
fighter, and pioneer of Tennessee. Their children have been 
Bettie, married to Col. Baxter Smith, who commanded a 
regiment and oftentimes a brigade in various battles in the 
war of the States; Florence, married to Capt. Thomas L. 
Dodd, of Kentucky, who commanded a company in various 
battles of the South, and who fought with distinction; 
George and Walter, also in the service of the South. 

The former, a captain, fought in every important battle of 
the war, and was in the last battle at Bentonville. Capt. 
Dodd, Col. Smith, and Capt. Guild are all members of the 
Nashville bar. Walter Guild volunteered as a private at the 
age of seventeen, and fought in the battles of Bull Run, 
Murfreesboro', Chickamauga, and others, was captured in 
the Morgan raid into Kentucky, and was a prisoner for a 
long period in the prison of Camp Douglass. He died in 
August, 1879. Judge Guild was elected to the House of 
Representatives of Tennessee in 1833-36. In 1836 he raised 
a company of volunteers for. the Florida war; was elected 
lieutenant-colonel of the First Regiment with Gen. 
Trousdale, colonel. This regiment formed part of 
Armstrong's Brigade of' Tennessee Volunteers. They 
marched to Alabama and compelled the Creeks to move to 
their homes west of the Mississippi, as per treaty, thence to 
Florida, taking part in the engagements of that energetic 
campaign. Judge Guild, in the fall of 1837, was elected to 
the Senate, composed of members from the counties of 
Smith and Sumner. In 1845-46 and 1851-52 he was a 
member of the House. He advocated the common-school 
system of the State inaugurated during the ten years of his 
service in the Legislature. In 1852 he voted for the railroad 
system of the State, and many of the statutes found in the 
code bear the impress of this active, able, and efficient 
member of the State Legislature. In 1844 he was Democratic 
Presidential elector, voting for Polk and the annexation of 
Texas, and an elector for the State at large in 1852. In 1860 
the judge was elected without opposition one of the 
chancellors of the State, occupying the bench of the Seventh 
Chancery Division. At the election in February, 1861, on the 
question of seceding from the Union, be and the people of 
the State, by a majority of nearly sixty thousand, voted to 
remain in the Union, hoping that the peace congress would 
adjust the difficulties and the Union be preserved. That in 
this the people of Tennessee failed is now become matter of 
history. Judge Guild's feelings and home were with his 
native South; though not in the army, he sympathized with 
the Southern States, not believing in the doctrine of a 
portion of the States coercing other States of the same 
Union. His sons and kindred volunteered in the service of 
the Confederate States. Although Judge Guild had spoken in 
all the canvass in aid of Governor Johnson's elevation to the 
chief magistracy of the State, yet no sooner had he attained 
to that position when he issued a warrant for the judge's 
arrest and placed him in the penitentiary of the State, and 
soon after, as a political prisoner, sent him to Fort 
Mackinaw, where he remained until exchanged for Judge 
Ritter, of Kentucky. 

Previous to the war Judge Guild had accumulated a fine 
estate. This was greatly reduced after his arrest by the 
devastation ever attendant upon war. 

After the war, at its close, Judge Guild moved to Nashville 
and resumed the practice of his profession, which became 
largely profitable, enabling him to pay nearly twenty 
thousand dollars of debts contracted before the war, or 
which he felt bound in honor to pay to friends ruined by the 
war who held paper with his endorsement. Some of this 
paper was held by the relatives of friends who had died. And 
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to his everlasting honor be it said that though these debts 
had no legal value the judge thought not of what he could be 
compelled to do, but only of what he ought to do,—what 
was right. Knowing this,—none better,—his course was 
plain, and he followed it as unerringly as the needle follows 
the magnet. 

In 1870, Judge Guild was elected judge of the Law Court 
of Nashville, and discharged the duties of that responsible 
office for nearly eight years. 

To this necessarily imperfect and brief sketch of the life of 
a remarkable man—one of nature's noblemen—it may. not 
be out of place to add that now, at the advanced age of 
seventy-seven, his mind is as active and as brilliant as in the 
days of his youth; he has lost none of his impetuosity and 
fire, and his ability has been increased by his long and 
varied experience. 

The judge is a man of great versatility of talent, and has 
been remarkably successful on the turf, for fifty years a 
leading politician in every Presidential election, always 
advocating the principles of the Jacksonian Democratic 
party. 

JUDGE NATHANIEL BAXTER 

Nathaniel Baxter was born Nov. 13, 1812, at the Narrows 
of Harpeth River, in that portion of Davidson Co., Tenn., 
now included in Cheatham County. He is of honorable 
English ancestry, his great-grandfather emigrating to 
Maryland in the early days of that commonwealth. From 
thence his descendants went to Virginia and North Carolina. 
In this latter State, Jeremiah, father of Nathaniel, was born in 
1777. He removed to Davidson Co., Tenn., in 1809, and 
settled near Nashville. After two years' residence he 
removed to the place where Nathaniel was born, and died in 
1833. 

Nathaniel moved with his parents to Maury County in 
1831, and attended Jackson College, in that county, during 
the years 1834-35. In 1836 he commenced to read law in the 
office of Hon. Edmund Dillahunty, a sound lawyer, a 
distinguished judge, and an elegant gentleman. Such an 
associate exercised a marked and beneficial effect on the 
mind of the young student, and did much to influence his 
later career. 

In July, 1836, Mr. Baxter enlisted for six months to serve 
in the Seminole Indian war in Florida, from which he was 
mustered out and returned to Tennessee in the spring of 
1837, and continued his law-studies with Judge Dillahunty. 
In September of same year he was licensed to practice law, 
and only a week later married Miss Martha O. Hamilton, 
daughter of William Hamilton, Esq., of Nashville. 

On Jan. 1, 1838, the young attorney opened an office for 
the practice of his profession in the town of Columbia, but 
removed, May 1st, to Lewisburg, Marshall Co., where he 
resided till the fall of 1842, losing, in 1839, his wife, who 
left an infant child, and marrying, in 1842, his present wife, 
Miss Mary L., daughter of Dr. John R. Jones, of Duck River. 

The personal popularity of Mr. Baxter was so great that, in 
1841, his friends persuaded him to become the candidate for 
the Legislature, to complete the Whig organization and aid 
in electing James C. Jones, the Whig candidate for 

Governor. Leading a forlorn hope, the Whig party being 
largely in the minority, he was not elected, although 
reducing greatly the usual Democratic majority in the 
district. 

This gallant contest attracted the attention of the State 
Legislature, and it elected him attorney-general for the 
judicial district including Maury, Marshall, Giles, and 
Hickman Counties, in November of the same year. He 
removed to Columbia in 1842, and resided there until the 
spring of 1847, when he resigned his office and removed to 
Nashville. 

In 1852, Governor William B. Campbell tendered him the 
pro tem appointment of attorney-general for the judicial 
circuit including Williamson, Davidson, and Sumner 
Counties, Robert C. Foster (3d), who held that position, 
having resigned. At about the same time, Hon. Thomas J. 
Blaney, circuit judge of the same circuit, tendered his 
resignation, and a petition, signed by all the members of the 
Nashville bar, save three, was presented to Governor 
Campbell to appoint Mr. Baxter judge, instead of attorney-
general. On reception of the petition, Governor Campbell 
offered Mr. Baxter his choice of the two positions. 

In consideration of the high compliment paid him by his 
associates, and to show his appreciation of it, Mr. Baxter 
relinquished the lucrative position of attorney-general, 
which was in the line of his profession, and accepted the 
empty honors of a circuit judgeship, with a salary of fifteen 
hundred dollars. In this he perhaps made a mistake, and 
might well have exclaimed,” Save me from my friends!" 

At the end of the pro tem appointment, Judge Baxter was 
elected to the same office by the Legislature of 1853-54 for 
the term of eight years; but, as the State Constitution was in 
process of amendment, the office, by the new constitution, 
was declared vacant, and referred to the people, who in May, 
1834, elected him without opposition. When this term 
expired the country was convulsed by the great civil war. 
The Federal army was in possession of the State, the voice 
of the people no longer recognized as an elective power, and 
the appointment of the judiciary in the hands of a military 
Governor not in sympathy with the people or the judge, for, 
although previous to the outbreak of war his sympathies 
were all in favor of the preservation of the Union, when all 
efforts at compromise and peaceful adjustment failed, and 
hostilities actually commenced, and the Union was 
dissolved, he took sides with his kindred and his people, and 
linked his fortune with them for good or for evil, for weal or 
for woe. He took no active personal part in the war, 
however, except to relieve the sufferings of his friends, 
when within his power, and spent most of his time in the 
States south of Tennessee. Four of his sons were in the 
Confederate service. The war over, Judge Baxter returned to 
Nashville and engaged again in the practice of law, 
continuing therein until the close of 1868. The next year he 
spent on a farm in the country. 

In 1870 he was re-elected circuit judge, and held that 
position until the term expired in 1878. In that year he was 
again a candidate for the same office, but was defeated and 
returned to the practice of the law, in which he is now 
engaged. 
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As a judge, Mr. Baxter was particularly noted for his good 
judgment, being solid rather than brilliant, and making few 
mistakes in his decisions. In all actions of life he was 
conservative, and weighed matters carefully before making 
plans or giving decisions, and always, as friend, counselor, 
or judge, was true, chivalric, and honorable. He was a 
popular man, from the fact that he was above double 
dealing. 

 

EDWARD H. EAST 

Edward H. East was born near Nashville, in Davidson 
Co., Oct. 1, 1830, and is the son of Edward H. East, 
deceased, who emigrated to Tennessee from Henrico Co., 
Va., in the year 1806. His mother was Celia Buchanan, who 
had also emigrated from Virginia. Judge East came from the 
stock of the earlier settlers, and was the ninth child. 

Judge East graduated at the Lebanon Law School in 1854, 
and at once commenced the practice of his profession at 
Nashville, where he has remained ever since. He has 
represented his county in several sessions of the General 
Assembly, has been twice elected chancellor for the 
Nashville district, and was nominated and confirmed as 
United States district attorney, which position he declined to 
accept. 

He has been actively connected with several of the public 
institutions of the State, was for many years president of the 
Tennessee Hospital for the Insane, and filled the same 
position in the School for the Blind. Is a member of the 
board of trust of the Vanderbilt University, and was the first 
president of that board. Is also a member of trustees of the 
University of Nashville, and at present is a member of the 
board of managers of the State Normal School. 

The firm of which Judge East is a member is now and has 
been for many years the attorneys of the Nashville, 
Chattanooga and St. Louis Railway, with its entire system of 
roads. 

Judge East adhered to the Federal government in the 
secession of 1861, and filled the office of Secretary of State 
under Governor Johnson until the latter became President of 
the United States. 

In politics, Judge East cannot be better located than to call 
him a Whig of the Henry Clay School; in this he has 
followed in the ancestral line. 

When Andrew Johnson succeeded to the office of 
President of the United States, he called Judge East to 
Washington and tendered him any position then open, all of 
which he declined. 

Judge East is as well known as any man in Davidson 
County. He is still engaged in the practice of the law at 
Nashville. 

The prominent position occupied by Judge East as a 
lawyer is largely owing to his strength before a jury. If this 
strength be analyzed, it will be found to consist in his 
profound knowledge of human nature, his ability in handling 
witnesses, his ingenuity in arrangement of his plea; he may 
not always have the law on his side, but every possible 
aspect of the case favoring his client is with consummate 
ingenuity presented in plain, terse, and forcible language; his 

manner is sincere, his illustrations apt and forcible, his 
memory remarkable, nothing susceptible of a favorable 
construction omitted. He makes a strong, ingenious, witty, 
and forcible plea, and his success is the explanation of his 
large and lucrative practice. 

 

SAMUEL WATKINS 

Samuel Watkins was born in 1794 in Campbell Co., Va.; 
his father, Jacob Watkins, was of English descent, one of 
three brothers whose descendants are scattered through the 
South. 

His mother was of Welsh origin, but her family record is 
not obtainable. His father and mother both died in the 
infancy of the subject of this sketch. At their death he was 
bound to a Scotch family, whose cruelty attracted 
neighborhood notice, and the court took Samuel from them 
and placed him with the family of J. Robertson, the son of 
Gen. James Robertson; here he learned to make himself 
generally useful, and, besides the care of crops and animals, 
he learned to make shoes and to weave cloth, which at that 
time was a domestic pursuit. 

Subsequently he joined the United States army and served 
in the war against the Creek nation, under Gen. Jackson, and 
later joined the army at New Orleans. 

When peace was declared he returned to Nashville and 
learned brick-making. From 1815 to 1827.he pursued this 
craft with that of bricklaying as a journeyman. In 1827 he 
began business for himself, and houses of his erecting 
abound, prominent among which may be mentioned the 
First Baptist church, on Summer Street, and the Second 
Presbyterian church. 

From 1827 to the opening of the late war, in 1861, Mr. 
Watkins was the most prominent builder and brick-maker in 
Nashville. In this business he was very successful. He early 
selected a farm for the home of his old age, first renting, and 
afterwards buying, the fine farm of nearly six hundred acres 
which he has since occupied, on the Hillsboro' pike; this 
purchase he made in 1844. 

The war made sad havoc in his property; his city buildings 
were seized and occupied for war purposes for years, his 
fine park property demolished, his farm was the seat of 
battle, his mansion ransacked and robbed, fine shade-trees, 
beyond price for their shade and beauty, fell before the axe 
of war, and a loss inflicted on a peaceful non-combatant of 
over three hundred thousand dollars, comprising property in 
negroes, buildings, cattle, and crops. Mr. Watkins was sixty-
seven years old when the war broke out, took no active part 
against the government, and was opposed to the war, but he 
was, with many others of like position, a great loser by the 
presence of hostile forces. Gathering up the fragments of his 
property, lie has since the war been identified with banking, 
manufacturing, and building. 

His connection with the gas company began in 1862, 
when Gen. Barrow, the former superintendent, was taken a 
military prisoner; from that date Mr. Watkins' interest in this 
company has increased, until lie is now the largest 
stockholder. Besides being one of the largest real-estate 
owners in Nashville, he is a director in the Fourth National 
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Bank, in the Tennessee Manufacturing Company, and 
president of the Nashville Gas-Light Company. 

Mr. Watkins is a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church. Before the war he had built a church on his farm, 
which was used principally by the Methodists; this church 
edifice was destroyed by the soldiers camped in the 
neighborhood. 

Mr. Watkins was never married; at the same time, he is far 
from representing the typical” old bachelor," for he has kept 
a warm heart in his bosom, and, though nearly ninety years 
old, his ear, his heart, and his hand are open to all human 
suffering. 

In politics he was a Whig and opposed secession, but 
since the war he has sympathized with the Democratic 
policy. As a public man he has been patriotic and liberal, 
actively aiding in all progressive measures, and freely 
contributing towards the educational or religious 
advancement of the city without regard to denominational 
lines. His gift of a. public park is well known. 

His private life has been characterized by extreme 
simplicity and economy; his manner entirely free from 
ostentation, the humblest can approach him without fear of 
rebuff. 

He has found his pleasure in the quiet discharge of his 
duty, using wealth not as a supreme good in itself, but as a 
means of usefulness. He has built many a home or store for 
a worthy man who had not the means to pay for it at the 
time, and generously waited for payment till it could be 
made. He believed that he had helped to make a better 
citizen of a man when he had thus secured him a home and 
identified him with the interests of the city. 

To the young man Samuel Watkins stands as a model of 
integrity, industry, prudence, and economy, faithful in the 
place assigned him by divine Providence, and doing what he 
can for the best welfare of those around him. His most 
intimate friends have not known to how many he has been 
as a father and a friend; the distressed have never appealed 
to him in vain. 

 

DANIEL S. DONELSON 

Samuel Donelson, the youngest son of Col. John 
Donelson, was a boy when his father landed the 
“Adventure” at the Big Salt Lick, now Nashville, with his 
family. As a family reminiscence it is stated that he 
displayed great courage by frequently firing upon unfriendly 
Indians during the voyage down the Tennessee River. He 
volunteered his services and was a soldier in the Nickajack 
campaign. Reared in a school of hardships and dangers, he 
became noted for his manly courage, his womanly affection, 
and his remarkable talents. He married Mary, the only 
daughter of Gen. Daniel Smith, of Sumner County, in 1797. 
He commenced farming on Drake's Creek, Sumner County, 
but soon after read law, and became a partner of Gen. 
Andrew Jackson, having their office in Nashville. He died in 
1802, leaving three boys,—John , Andrew J. , and Daniel S. 
, an infant. 

Daniel S. Donelson was born in Sumner Co., Tenn., June 
23, 1801. His grandfather Smith was a man of education, 

and prepared him for Dr. Priestly's school, from which he 
went to the West Point Military Academy, and graduated 
June 30, 1825, with the first honor; promoted second 
lieutenant Third Artillery July 1, 1825; resigned Jan. 22, 
1826. In 1830 he married Margaret Branch, a daughter of 
Governor John Branch, of North Carolina. She was a 
woman of fine personal appearance, of polished manners, of 
accomplished education, thoroughly conversant with 
managing her household, and a devout Christian. This 
marriage was blessed with eleven children,—Lizzie B. , 
married William Williams; Mary A. , married James G. 
Martin; Sarah S. , married William Bradford; Emily G. , 
married James Horton; Rebecca W. , married David 
Dismukes; James B. , married Josephine Evans; Samuel , 
married Jessie Walton; Martha B. , married John M. Shute; 
Susan B. , married Marcus Dismukes; J. Branch , married 
Jennie Alexander; and Daniel S.  

After his marriage he commenced planting in Florida, but 
his health compelled him to return to the farm where he was 
born. Being a thoroughly practical business man, he was 
enabled at different times to add to this farm and make it one 
of the best in the State. He was a most affectionate son to a 
fond mother; he was devoted to his family, and studied their 
welfare and happiness. In politics he was a Democrat of the 
old school, well informed in the history and government of 
his country. Several times was he called to represent his 
county in the Legislature and as Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. He discharged the duties with dignity, 
ability, and impartiality. As a speaker he was earnest and 
instructive, demanding of his opponent the same courtesy 
that he always showed. No one deplored it more than he did, 
but with a prophetic eye he saw war, inevitable war, and, 
believing the South to be right, he was willing and ready to 
resist. 

Early in 1861 he received from the Governor of 
Tennessee the appointment of adjutant-general in the service 
of the provisional army of Tennessee volunteers, with the 
rank of colonel of cavalry, and was ordered to select a site 
and build a fort on the Cumberland River, which, when 
completed, was named” Fort Donelson." In July, 1861, he 
was made a brigadier-general in the provisional army of the 
Confederate States, and placed in command of the Eighth 
and Sixteenth Regiments of Tennessee Volunteers, and 
Fourteenth Georgia Regiment. With these regiments his first 
campaign was in Cheat Mountain, Va. From this point he 
was ordered to report with his command to Gen. R. E. Lee 
on the coast of South Carolina during the winter of 1862. 
From this point he was ordered to report to Gen. Bragg, in 
command cf forces at Corinth, Miss. He remained with Gen. 
Bragg during his campaign into Kentucky, commanding the 
Eighth, Sixteenth, and Fifty-first Regiments of Tennessee 
Volunteers, and occupied the extreme right of Bragg's army 
in the battle of Perryville, Ky., and with the same regiments 
was in the battle of Murfreesboro', Tenn., always at the post 
of duty, fighting coolly but earnestly for what he believed to 
be right. He remained with Gen. Bragg until his retreat to 
Shelbyville. Hoping that rest would restore his health, he 
was placed in command of the Department of East 
Tennessee and appointed a major-general. At Montvale 
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Springs, on April 17,1863, his noble spirit left his body at 
the command of Him who gave it. His last words were,” 
Justice and mercy." 

He was a man of fine personal appearance, tall and large, 
fair complexion, blue eyes, and sandy hair. He had the 
bearing of a soldier to an eminent degree, stern when 
necessary, but by nature as kind as a woman should be. His 
remains and his wife's now lie in the churchyard at 
Hendersonville, Sumner Co., Tenn., a short distance from 
where he was born. He gave his life, his all, to the lost cause. 

 

DR. THOMAS MENEES 

The paternal ancestry of the subject of this biographical 
sketch, Thomas Menees, M.D., of Nashville, were English; 
the maternal were Scotch-Irish, from which has sprung so 
much of the sterling stock of this section of the country. His 
great-grandfather, Benjamin Menees, was a citizen of 
Amherst Co., Va., and served in the Revolutionary army, 
and was at the surrender of Yorktown. After the conclusion 
of peace with Great Britain he moved to Pittsylvania 
County, in that State, but did not remain there long; for in 
Putnam's” History of Middle Tennessee" mention is made of 
Benjamin Menees and his brother James  as pioneers in this 
vicinity as early as 1788. It is probable they came earlier. 
James Menees settled at the point a few miles south of 
Nashville now known as Flat Rock; it was long called 
Menees' Spring, however. A number of the latter's 
descendants still live in Neely's Bend, in Davidson County. 

Benjamin Menees, very early after arriving in this region, 
settled on Sulphur Fork of Red River, in what is now known 
as Robertson County, which, however, was first named 
Tennessee County, and comprised a very considerable 
extent of the present territory of Middle Tennessee. 
Putnam's” History" contains the following in relation to the 
early organization of civil government in this section:” 
Tennessee County, third Monday in Jan-nary, 1791.—
Present, the Worshipful Benin Menees. The court was 
called, and adjourned till to-morrow." The same work 
contains a number of documents signed officially by him in 
1790. For the protection of himself and family and 
neighboring settlers he erected a blockhouse, and equipped 
and drilled his sons and daughters in the use of fire-arms, all 
of whom became practiced sharpshooters. This house was 
the headquarters of the settlement and general rendezvous in 
an Indian attack, of which there were many, and in which 
the members of his family of both sexes showed themselves 
skillful defenders. Whether or not he was a member of the 
Knoxville convention which formed the constitution of 
Tennessee of 1796 is not positively stated. He died in his 
block-house in the year 1811. 

James Menees, son of the former, was in special 
command of the pioneer corps of defense in his father's 
settlement, and was a noted fighter of Indians, having had 
his horse killed under him in one contest, and in several 
others his clothing perforated with bullets. He was 
steersman of a keelboat, claimed by some to have been the 
first which made the voyage from Knoxville to Nashville, 
and which met with a perilous adventure with the Indians at 

the famous” Suck" in the Tennessee River, between 
Chattanooga and Mussel Shoals. The party received the 
Indian fire from the banks, but the boat was safely brought 
through the combined dangers of the raging stream and the 
savage foe in incredibly short time, without injury to her 
cargo of hardy spirits. He was one of the early sheriffs of 
Robertson County, and served a long time in that capacity. 
One of his brothers, Benjamin Menees, was county 
surveyor. James Menees intermarried with Rebecca 
Williams, a graduate of the Moravian Female College of 
North Carolina, who died when their only child, Benjamin 
Williams Menees, was an infant. 

Benjamin W. Menees volunteered with his father and 
several uncles under Jackson in the Creek war, and served 
under him in 1812-15 against the British. At the time of the 
battle of New Orleans he was prostrate in camp with an 
abscess of the liver, which discharged through the lungs, by 
which his life was nearly sacrificed. From hard service in 
field and camp he also contracted cataract, which entirely 
destroyed vision in one eye and seriously impaired the other 
during his life. He was recognized as a man of great 
intellectual vigor, and, but for the misfortune alluded to, as 
competent of a high order of success in any sphere of action. 
His integrity was proverbial, and as a farmer and stock-
raiser by his industry and great energy, in spite of his 
affliction, accumulated a very comfortable estate. He 
married Elizabeth Harrison, a daughter of Thomas Harrison, 
of Davidson County, a woman of superior natural gifts and 
excellently educated for that early day. Her life was noted 
for exhibition of all the Christian virtues. They died during 
the civil war, ripe in years and rich in hope of the reward of 
well-spent lives, though deprived of the comforting presence 
of their sons, who were beyond the military cordon which 
environed them. The fruit of their union was seven 
children,—four sons and three daughters. Four died in 
infancy and youth. The survivors are Dr. George W. 
Menees, of Springfield, Tenn.; Mrs. Emily E. Dunn, wife of 
Dr. J. K. Dunn, of Turnersville, Tenn.; and Dr. Thomas 
Menees, the eldest, who was born on Mansker's Creek, in 
Davidson County, June 26, 1823. 

The first years of the life of Thomas Menees, and indeed a 
great portion of his manhood, were spent in Robertson 
County, to which his parents removed shortly after his birth. 
He was raised on a farm, assisting in its labor and receiving 
his education in the schools of the region. He was earnest 
and apt in his studies, and made most of the opportunities 
afforded him. His parents were kind and dutiful; but 
inculcated and enforced habits of industry and self-reliance, 
and thereby implanted characteristics which have clung to 
him through life. After leaving school he taught for a brief 
time, but tiring of so inactive a pursuit he selected the 
profession of medicine, and entered on its study in the office 
of Dr. Robert K. Hicks, of Springfield, Tenn., in the year 
1841. After a course of preliminary reading and observation 
of practice he' entered the Medical Department of 
Transylvania University in the fall of 1842, and completed 
one course of lectures. At its close, being almost entirely 
dependent on his own exertions, though an under-graduate, 
he commenced practice at his father's residence, a short 
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distance from Springfield, and met with quite flattering 
success. He contemplated a return to Lexington in the fall of 
1844, with the view of completing the curriculum of study 
necessary for a degree in his profession, but this was 
frustrated by a serious accident producing concussion of the 
brain, which for some time interfered with both study and 
practice. Upon his recovery he opened an office in 
Springfield, and soon commanded a successful practice, and 
in 1845 was offered an equal partnership in business by his 
preceptor, Dr. Hicks. It was accepted, and this amicable and 
prosperous association continued for ten years. Its 
dissolution was effected for the introduction in his stead of 
his brother, Dr. George W. Menees, whom he desired to aid 
in establishing in practice. Without disturbance of his 
business relations with his partner, in the fall of 1845, Dr. 
Menees returned to Transylvania University, whence he 
graduated with high honor March 6, 1846. 

A man of public spirit and fervid in temperament, Dr. 
Menees possessed earnest political convictions, and did not 
forego their expression in public discussions on the hustings. 
He participated more or less in every Presidential contest, 
from the memorable canvass of 1844 to the one to be ever 
remembered of 1860. In them he gained fame as a well-
informed, forcible, fluent, and eloquent political disputant. 
Though, in the ardor of his public zeal, thus sacrificing time 
from his professional labors, he was averse to personal 
candidacy for office. One so competent, however, could not 
fail to be drafted into the service of his party, and in 1849, in 
spite of his reluctance, he was nominated for the 
representative branch of the General Assembly from his 
county, which was strongly Whig, his politics being 
Democratic. His competitor was a strong man and 
personally popular. On the eve of the opening of the canvass 
epidemic cholera appeared in a portion of his professional 
circuit, claiming his exclusive attention, and before its 
disappearance prostrating him with an attack which nearly 
proved fatal. While yet quite feeble—a condition in which 
he remained during the canvass—the day of appointment for 
his first public meeting arrived, and, against the 
remonstrance of his friends, he left his bed and entered a 
contest which was conducted with great vigor and spirit for 
several months. It resulted in the defeat of his party by the 
slender majority of thirty-eight votes, but was truly a 
personal triumph for the doctor, as the standing Whig 
majority was four hundred votes. After this he resumed his 
professional duties, which he pursued unremittingly and in a 
wide field for seven or eight years. 

In 1857 his party friends again demanded his service as a 
candidate for the State Senate, insisting that the political 
exigency was one of unusual importance,—the General 
Assembly being required to choose two United States 
senators,—and that in him alone reposed their hope of being 
able to overcome the anti-Democratic majority of nine 
hundred votes in the district. Reluctant to abandon his 
private affairs and face odds so overwhelming, he at length 
yielded to the importunity, however, and engaged in the 
struggle with his opponent, an able lawyer and politician of 
tact and experience, who had formerly represented the 
senatorial district. His competitor promptly espoused the 

aspirations for election to the United States Senate of a 
justly-distinguished gentleman, one of the recognized 
leaders of his party in the State, whose home and great 
personal influence were in the central county of the district. 
This imparted animation and heat to the canvass, and the 
contest attracted attention throughout the State. The result 
was a triumph for Dr. Menees, who was elected by a 
majority of one hundred and twenty votes,—a change from 
the preceding election of more than one thousand votes. In 
his service in the State Senate he added to his reputation as a 
public man, and acquitted himself to the eminent satisfaction 
of his party associates. 

His success in that contest led to his unanimous 
nomination two years later as the candidate of his party to 
represent the Hermitage district in the House of 
Representatives of the United States. This was averse to his 
wish, as the formidable majority, in his judgment, rendered 
his election an impossibility. He responded to the call, 
however, and entered the lists against a candidate of 
conceded ability and of rare powers of popular oratory. The 
canvass was long and arduous and marked with vigor and 
brilliancy, each party being proud of its championship. In 
this contest he established a reputation as one of the first 
political debaters in the State, and one possessed of 
extraordinary declamatory powers. The imposing majority 
was irresistible, however, and he was unsuccessful of 
election. 

In 1860 he was a member of the National Democratic 
Convention at Charleston, and when the schism in that body 
occurred adhered to the portion which subsequently 
assembled at Baltimore and nominated John C. Breckinridge 
for the Presidency. During the progress of that struggle he 
encountered a number of the most distinguished men in the 
State in discussion of the momentous issues involved. 

In obedience to the inexorable logic of his political 
convictions, he cast his lot with the Southern States when 
civil war proved the sequel of' the fierce political conflict in 
which he had borne so prominent a part. The fervent 
espousal of their cause did not permit him to be a silent and 
inactive sympathizer. In the autumn of 1861 he became a 
candidate for representative in the first permanent 
Confederate Congress, and against a strong combination was 
elected by a large majority. In 1863 he was re-elected 
without opposition, and served until the dissolution of that 
government by the surrender at Appomattox. In the stormy 
period of that service he displayed ability and satisfactorily 
represented his constituency, and with it closed his political 
career. 

He returned to his home in 1865, from which, by the 
fortune of war, he had suffered an enforced absence for 
nearly four years. He was feeble in health and reduced in 
fortune, the comfortable competency which had been 
acquired being much impaired. He resolved to resume his 
profession and devote to it his energy and the remainder of 
his life, and, desirous of a less laborious and more lucrative 
field, he opened an office in the city of Nashville, Oct. 20, 
1865. This was his native county, and the activity of his 
career and affability of intercourse with the people, having 
made an extensive and favorable acquaintance, he rapidly 
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entered upon business and assumed high rank in his 
profession. In 1873 he was elected professor of materia 
medica and therapeutics in the Medical Department of the 
University of Nashville, and performed its duties with great 
acceptability. In the year following, upon the fusion of the 
Medical Departments of the University of Nashville and 
Vanderbilt University, he was chosen professor of obstetrics 
and made dean of' the latter faculty, and continues to occupy 
those responsible positions. His style of lecturing is clear, 
copious, and forcible, and richly illustrated from his large 
clinical experience, and gives great satisfaction to the 
numerous classes. He is a member of the Tennessee Medical 
Society, and has contributed a number of valuable papers to 
its published proceedings. At its recent meeting in 
Knoxville, by request he delivered a lecture on the uses of 
the obstetric forceps, for which the society tendered him a 
unanimous vote of thanks, and directed its publication when 
furnished with the manuscript. he is a permanent member of 
the American Medical Association, and frequently a 
prominent participant in its proceedings. For a number of 
years past he has represented the institutions with which he 
is connected in the Association of American Medical 
Colleges, and has taken an advanced position in regard to 
the objects of that body, and largely contributed to give 
weight and influence to its schedule for the elevation of' the 
standard of medical education. On the 21st of April, 1853, 
Dr. Menees was married to Elizabeth Hooper, daughter of 
Claiborne Y. Hooper, of' Davidson County, and from this 
marriage four children were born,—a daughter who died in 
infancy, and three sons. Of' these Dr. Thomas Williams 
Menees was the eldest. He received his degree in medicine 
from the Medical Department of Vanderbilt University in 
1876, and commenced the practice of his profession in the 
office of his father. He was made associate demonstrator of 
anatomy in his Alma Mater soon afterwards, and performed 
its functions with fidelity and success. Moved by sympathy 
with the stricken community, he tendered his services to the 
Memphis Howard Association in the summer of the fearful 
epidemic of yellow fever, and fell a victim to the pestilence 
while in the discharge of that noble duty, Sept. 15, 1878, 
leaving a widow and one son, Thomas Williams Menees. 
The second son, Young Hooper Menees, is also a Vanderbilt 
graduate in medicine, and is in practice with his uncle at 
Springfield, Tenn. The third son, Orville Harrison Menees, 
received his medical degree from the Alma Mater of his 
brothers in 1879, and shortly after was elected to succeed his 
deceased brother in the associate demonstrator-ship of 
anatomy, and has since been elected demonstrator, in which 
office he now serves. The mother of these sons, a most 
estimable and accomplished woman, was removed by death 
April 24, 1861, and their early care and training was kindly 
assumed and faithfully performed by her sister, Mrs. Henry 
Hart, and they continued of her household until the marriage 
of their father, Aug. 4, 1868, to Mrs. Mary Jane Walker, 
widow of Hiram K. Walker, Esq, for years before the war 
editorially connected with the Nashville True Whig and also 
the Republican Banner. A bright and charming little 
daughter of six summers is the addition to Dr. Menees' 

family by his union with his present wife, a lady of superior 
culture and Christian graces. 

In his domestic relations and the general duties of 
citizenship, no member of the community is more highly 
estimated. Connecting himself with the Methodist Church in 
his youth, his membership is maintained without reproach 
and consistently with his profession. Of positive views and 
convictions on all subjects which engage his interest, and 
steady of purpose, his attitude is never doubtful, while his 
demeanor is bland and conciliating within the limits of 
surrender of principle and sense of duty. Whatever enlists 
his energy is ardently pursued, and failure is only 
acknowledged by him in the presence of impossibility. As a 
friend he is frank and true. These are the qualities which 
have contributed to the success he has achieved in private 
life and in his profession also, as well as in the theatre of 
public affairs. Through a worthy ancestry identified with the 
foundation of' this community, the honorable part he has 
borne in developing its character and still assists in 
maintaining it fitly entitles him to proper mention in its 
history. 

 

 

 

THOMAS LA FAYETTE MADDIN, M.D. 

Thomas La Fayette Maddin, M.D., was born in Columbia, 
Tenn., Sept. 4, 1826. His ancestry, paternal and maternal, 
were of Irish descent. His father, Rev. Thomas Aladdin, 
D.D., was married to Sarah Moore near Louisville, Ky and 
the subject of this sketch was their eldest son. 

The father moved from Philadelphia, Pa., the residence of 
the family, to Louisville, Ky., in 1814, about the age of 
sixteen. He was educated in the faith of the Roman Catholic 
Church, but at an early age embraced Protestantism, and 
shortly after reaching his new home in the West became a 
licentiate of the Tennessee Conference of the Methodist 
Church. In due time he was regularly ordained as a minister 
of that faith, and for sixty years was beloved and honored 
for his valuable pulpit labors, upright and blameless life, and 
shining Christian example, through the States of Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Alabama. His reputation as an able and 
zealous preacher, enduring all the vicissitudes of the 
itinerant work, and his high character as a man, was co-
extensive with the wide Methodist connection in this 
country. He was frequently a member of the General 
Conference, and was the author of several religious works. 
He died, having nearly reached fourscore years, in June, 
1874. The death of his wife preceded by several years. 

Dr. Maddin received his education in the common schools 
of Middle Tennessee and North Alabama, where his family 
resided at various times, and it was completed in 1845 at La 
Grange College, under the presidency of Dr. Paine, now the 
senior bishop of the Methodist Church South. In his senior 
year at college, while pursuing his own studies, he was 
selected as tutor in the preparatory department of the 
institution,—a compliment alike to his proficiency and 
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industry. For a year after leaving college he taught a private 
school to acquire means to enter upon the study of medicine. 

His medical education was commenced under the auspices 
of Dr. Jonathan McDonald, of Limestone Co., Ala., a 
prominent physician of that region and in addition to 
theoretical teaching from books; he enjoyed ample facilities 
for practical information in the extensive circuit of that 
gentleman's business. He improved them with zeal and 
assiduity until entering the Medical Department of the 
University of Louisville, whence, after completing the 
prescribed curriculum, he graduated. During his attendance 
at that institution the faculty was one of the most 
distinguished in the country, including Charles Caldwell, 
Daniel Drake, and Samuel D. Gross. 

Returning to Alabama, Dr. Maddin formed a partnership 
with his former preceptor near Athens, in that State. Until 
the retirement of the latter from practice a few years later, 
and for some time afterwards, he pursued an extensive and 
arduous professional labor in that region. Constant overwork 
in a large country practice proved a severe trial to a physical 
constitution never very stout, and enfeebled further by the 
effects of the malarial atmosphere in which it was 
performed, and, in consequence, he was induced to seek a 
location for city practice. His intention in this respect looked 
towards Memphis, but after leaving Alabama he was 
diverted to Nashville, where he arrived in the spring of 
1853, and shortly afterwards commenced the successful 
career in which he still labors. The opportunities for medical 
observation offered him in Alabama were various and 
extensive, and a number of serious epidemics of typhoid 
fever gave him large experience in the management of that 
type of disease. The fortuitous introduction to quite a 
number of cases of this fever in the vicinity of his new 
location, and their successful treatment, was an auspicious 
commencement, and assisted in laying the basis of 
confidence in his skill as a practitioner which he yet 
maintains, with a very large clientage, of which it may be 
said that it is not surpassed in extent and character by that 
held by any other. 

In 1854, Dr. Maddin commenced private tuition in the 
various branches of medicine, and erected rooms for that 
purpose. For several years his classes were large, and his 
reputation as a teacher kept pace with his growing repute as 
a practitioner. In 1857, Shelby Medical College was founded 
as the medical department of a projected university of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South, which has since 
developed into Vanderbilt University, destined to become 
the great seat of learning in the Southwest. In the faculty of 
that college he occupied for two years the chair of anatomy, 
when, upon the retirement of Professor John Frederick May, 
he was made professor of surgery. In both positions his 
lectures added to his fame as a thorough and exhaustive 
teacher. At the opening of the civil war the work of the 
college, like that of all institutions of learning, was 
suspended, and at its close was not resumed. 

At the time of the fall of Fort Donelson, Dr. Macklin was 
in charge of one of the largest of the hospitals established in 
Nashville by the Confederate authorities. Upon the 
occupation of the city by the Federal forces, this with others 

was appropriated to the Federal sick and wounded A number 
of the Confederate sick previously under his treatment 
became prisoners, of course, but by the Federal inspector of 
hospitals were continued in his charge, his skillful 
management having attracted the attention of that officer 
and the surgical corps stationed in Nashville. Darin:: the 
subsequent years of the war, the large number of t lit' 
wounded quartered in and near the city afforded Dr. M din 
an extensive surgical experience, and he performed a 
number of interesting operations, notably two for traunatic 
aneurism. One of these required the ligature of the external 
iliac artery, the aneurismal tumor extending from the 
inguinal region to a line drawn from the crest of the ilium to 
the umbilicus. The other was an aneurism of the left 
subclavian artery, necessitating the ligature of that, artery in 
its middle third and a number of subsidiary vessels. This 
delicate operation, which from its difficult and hazardous 
nature was declared in admissible upon consultation with 
Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, then medical inspector of the Army 
of the Cumberland, was witnessed by that justly eminent 
surgeon, who also gave his assistance. It was pronounced by 
him, resulting as it did in the relief of the formidable tumor, 
a great surgical triumph. In the circuit of his private surgical 
practice, Dr: Maddin is credited with the first successful 
operation in ovariotomy performed in Tennessee. 

In 1867, Dr. Maddin was called to the chair of institutes of 
medicine in the Medical Department of the University of 
Nashville, and after several years' acceptable service therein 
was transferred, about the time of the alliance of that 
institution with the Medical Department of Vanderbilt 
University, to the chair of theory and practice of medicine 
and clinical medicine. This position he now holds in these 
colleges and it is but according merited praise to say that his 
lectures, didactic and practical, on that important branch of 
medical learning, place him in the front rank of its teachers 
in the country. Strictly speaking, the Medical Department of 
Vanderbilt University, with which he is now connected, is 
Shelby Medical College, founded 1857, revived, and it is 
therefore nearly a quarter of a century since his relation to 
the institution commenced; —a longer period, with a single 
contemporaneous exception, than any of his colleagues. 
Since 1870 he has been the president of the faculty. 

Dr. Maddin is a member of the International Medical 
Congress, the American Medical Association, the State 
Medical Society, the County and City Medical Societies, 
and has contributed a number of able papers to their 
archives, and also the medical journals of the time. For 
several years he was co-editor of the Monthly Record of 
Medicine and Surgery, published at Nashville. 

In the several spheres of medical lecturer, writer, and 
practitioner, Dr. Maddin has long been accredited with high 
rank. As a teacher, his style is full, accurate, clear, and 
animated. The entire scope of' the subject is reviewed, and 
the student rises with a distinct impression of the lecturer's 
views. This faculty renders his teachings instructive, and of 
course popular, and no one is held in greater esteem by his 
classes as a sound and reliable exponent of advanced 
medical science. His learning and skill as a diagnostician are 
conceded by his medical brethren, and his success at the 
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bedside is attested by the large patronage he has long held. 
His devotion to medicine as a science is shown in the close 
and severe application he gives to its study; and his assiduity 
in the practice of its art is untiring by night and day. If it can 
be said of any one that he responds to every call, it can be 
truly said of one who, in the discharge of professional duty, 
is no respecter of weather, sometimes not of his own 
physical fitness, nor of the social rank of him who asks his 
service. While those able to remunerate might well engross 
all his attention and time, the humble and the poor have 
never known him to fail. Perhaps to no man in the 
profession does the latter class in the community owe a 
larger debt of gratitude or are they more attached. 

As a citizen, Dr. Maddin is animated with public spirit, 
though retiring and unambitious save in the quiet walks of 
his calling. To this he may be said to be married. He has 
formed no other matrimonial union, and yet he is not 
without a family, for whom he has liberally provided. These 
consist of his nephews and nieces, to quite a number of 
whom he has contributed a support, and equipped them with 
education in the first universities and seminaries in the 
country. His manners are cordial and affable everywhere, 
and in the sick-room are gentle to femininity, though 
mingled with the firmness required of him by duty. A well-
recognized element of Dr. Maddin's professional character 
has been his calm self-possession and unembarrassed self-
reliance in the presence of medical and surgical 
emergencies, quickly appreciating the pathology and 
promptly applying the proper therapeutic endeavor involved 
in and demanded by the occasion. From his youth he has 
been a member of the church of his father, and his life and 
deportment have been consistent. In every sphere, public 
and private, he holds a highly honorable position, and yet 
performs a work of usefulness and distinction. Dr. Thomas 
L. Maddin is at present the senior member of the firm of T. 
L.  & J. W. Maddin, of Nashville, Tenn. 

This brief notice is deemed proper to be chronicled in the 
history of the community he has so well served, and is 
recorded by one who has known him long and intimately. 

 

 

 

WILLIAM THOMPSON BRIGGS 

William Thompson Briggs, the subject of this sketch, was 
born in Bowling Green, Ky., on the 4th of December, 1828. 
His fatter is Dr. John M. Briggs, who, though now eighty-
two years old, is actively engaged in the practice of 
medicine in Bowling Green, enduring all the hardships and 
privations of a doctor's life with all the perseverance and 
energy of a young man, although he has now been in the 
saddle sixty years. His mother was Miss Harriet Morehead, 
a sister of Governor Morehead, of Kentucky. 

He received a good education at the Southern Literary 
College, located at Bowling Green, and at the early age of 
seventeen years began the study of medicine with his father. 
With Dr. John Briggs it was a labor of love to instruct the 
son, whose fine mind gave promise of great results. He was 

thoroughly competent to the self-imposed task. He himself, 
though never holding an official position in any school or 
college, was, however, a man of great distinction. His fame 
throughout Southern Kentucky as a physician and surgeon 
was second to none other. On all important cases the opinion 
of Dr. Briggs was considered to be essential. At this time no 
railroad offered its facilities to the practitioner, nor did he 
even have the advantages of good roads; consequently the 
work had to be performed on horseback, and it was no 
unusual thing for him to ride from fifty to seventy-five miles 
to see a patient. He was a man of indomitable will and great 
acumen. His diagnostic powers were singularly correct, so 
that he rarely failed to designate the disease with which he 
had to contend, however obscure the symptoms. With such a 
teacher it may well be supposed the young man went to 
college better prepared than most young physicians at 
graduation. His father had carried him with him so often that 
the principal diseases incident to country practice were 
perfectly familiar to him. He attended medical lectures at the 
Transylvania University, Lexington, at a time when it was 
second to none in the United States. He was under the 
special tutelage of Dr. Benjamin Dudley, one of the most 
successful as well as famous surgeons of the United States. 
It was due to the care and instructions of this eminent man 
that Dr. Briggs' mind was turned specially to the study of 
surgery. He assisted the professor in all his operations before 
the class, and imbibed the care and caution for which 
Dudley was celebrated,—so much so that when he 
consented to operate he was uniformly successful. The very 
fact of his consent being obtained to an operation was the 
most favorable prognosis in the case. With such attention as 
he received at the hands of both these famous physicians, 
Dr. William T. graduated with the highest distinction in the 
spring of 1849. 

He returned to Bowling Green and began the practice of 
medicine with his father. He soon attained an unusual 
prominence for so young a man. He had commenced 
practice at least six months before he had attained his 
majority. He remained here three years, storing his mind 
with valuable information by constant study, for he clearly 
saw that his education was now only begun, and if he would 
attain eminence it would only be by constant, unremitting 
application to books. His fine physical conformation enabled 
him to apply himself a great deal, and he did not hesitate to 
draw largely upon his strength; but he soon became 
convinced that his native town was too circumscribed for the 
ambition which incited him to a position far beyond any that 
could be attained in an interior town. 

In the mean time he had met and become attached to a 
young lady of his town, Miss Ann Eliza Stubbins, who was 
in every way a fit helpmate to the young doctor. Gifted with 
great personal charms, she had, added to these, a most 
accomplished mind, far above the ordinary attainments of 
young women, and besides was a woman of great 
amiability. She was the very one to help him climb the 
ladder of fame, and he considers it one of the chief factors of 
his success in life that he was enabled to secure her as a wise 
counselor for life. They were married in 1850 at Bowling 
Green.  
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It was just as these ambitious thoughts began to take shape 
in his mind that the Medical Department of the University of 
Nashville was organized. The history of this school is 
elsewhere given, and the fact is also noted that it was formed 
by a combination of the first medical men of the South, and, 
in all that tended to the value of the institution, was equal to 
any in the Union. 

Dr. William T. Briggs was unanimously elected to the 
position of demonstrator of anatomy, and, as a matter of 
necessity, at once removed to Nashville, where he still lives. 
This was in the autumn of 1852. He was fortunate enough to 
secure the friendship of the late Dr. John M. Watson, 
professor of obstetrics in the university, a man whose name 
is synonymous with all that is good, generous, and 
benevolent in the human race. This friendship was followed 
by a professional partnership, which continued through the 
life of Dr. Watson, and in a short time, indeed, the names 
of” Watson and Briggs" became famous throughout the 
South. The same course of undivided attention to his 
professional duties and unremitting study, added to a 
peculiarly genial disposition, with which he had begun life, 
rapidly advanced him on the road to success. 

As an evidence of the appreciation in which he was held 
by the faculty, we are enabled, by a reference to the records 
of the school, to lay the following resolution before our 
readers: 

"W. T. B RIGGS, M.D.: Dear Sir, At a meeting of the 
Faculty of the Medical Department of the University of 
Nashville on Jan. 24, 1855, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted: 

"Resolved, That the rule requiring the demonstrator of 
anatomy to pay the expenses of the dissecting-rooms be not 
enforced this session, the faculty wishing to testify their 
appreciation of the very efficient, faithful, and satisfactory 
manner in which the duties of the demonstrator have been 
discharged this winter.' 

"Very truly yours, 
"J. B ERRIEN LINDSLEY, 

"Dean of the Faculty." 
His adaptability to the position of teacher enabled him to 

take advantage of every circumstance that presented itself. 
On the death of the late Professor Porter, who had filled the 
chair of anatomy, that position was given to Dr. Thomas R. 
Jennings, a most popular and distinguished practitioner of 
this city. At the same time, in 1856, Dr. Briggs was made 
adjunct professor with Dr. Jennings. This position he 
continued to hold until the outbreak of the war of Rebellion. 
But Dr. Briggs' distinction as a practitioner of medicine had 
far outstripped his rank in the university. There being no 
opening, he could of course receive no promotion, yet his 
practice had become quite large and lucrative. 

His natural taste for surgery found a fine opening in the 
dissection-room for proficiency and skill with the knife. It 
gave him a familiarity with the human frame to be obtained 
in no other way so well, and his exceeding nicety and 
delicacy of operating soon made him a favorite in all 
operations that required extra care and attention. Added to 
his skill with the knife, although very conservative in 
determining, no one was more daring when the decision was 

one made as to its necessity. It is required no astuteness to 
see that lie would soon take rank as one of our best 
operators. Added to the caution of Dudley, his old preceptor 
and model, lie soon acquired the self-possession and 
boldness of Mott. or Gross. Nature gave him a steady hand 
and a clear eye; consequently his cuts are marvels of nicety. 
No plunging, hacking, or tearing ever disfigures his patients 
with unsightly cicatrices, but his strokes are as delicate as 
the pencil of an artist, yet rapid and unerring as fate. 

The war arrested the operations of the university, but at its 
reorganization, in 1865, Dr. Briggs was transferred to the 
chair of surgical anatomy and physiology, the same filled by 
the late Dr. A. H. Buchanan and in the following year, on 
the death of his loved friend and partner, Dr. John M. 
Watson, he was transferred to the chair of obstetrics and 
diseases of women and children. This change was made at 
the urgent request of Dr. Watson, who knew his capacity 
and faithfulness better than any one else, and who knew his 
chair would be thoroughly filled by the change. 

Again, in 1868, he passed from that to the post he now 
occupies in the school, that of surgery, Dr. Paul F. Eve 
having resigned it. 

And now at last he had attained the highest distinction 
possible to be given by any official position, nor has he 
failed to keep pace with his rapid promotions. Gifted with a 
retentive memory, a quick analytical mind, a laudable 
ambition and indomitable perseverance, together with a 
great thirst for knowledge, he has stored his mind with all 
the medical literature of the day. He has no disposition; 
however, to run off after new or crude ideas, but, being very 
conservative, he adheres rather to a practice known to be 
good until he is able to demonstrate by scientific principles 
the necessity for a change. His reputation in his favorite 
branch of study has grown rapidly,' until now he has no 
superior in the South and but few equals in the Union. His 
skill with the knife is marvelous, and his wonderful 
diagnostic powers enable him to determine in the most rapid 
manner the feasibility of an operation. 

As an evidence of his skill and reputation, it will only be 
necessary to allude to a few special cases. 

He has performed the operation of lithotomy, or stone in 
the bladder, for one hundred cases, with the loss of only 
four, and they were strumous cases without the ability to 
rally. The last sixty cases have all been successful. This 
operation he performs by the mediobilateral method. 

He has removed sixty ovarian tumors from women with 
equal success. Some of the tumors weighed near one hun-
dred pounds. 

He has performed the operation of trephining the skull for 
injuries forty times and for epilepsy twenty-five times. It 
may be well to mention that in each of the latter cases the 
relief was absolute. 

He has performed amputation of the hip-joint repeatedly, 
with uniform success. One case of this kind demands special 
notice. It was for elephantiasis of the limb. After it was 
amputated it weighed eighty pounds, while the rest of the 
body weighed sixty pounds. 

He has legated all the principal arteries, both for wounds 
and aneurisms, and diseases of various kinds. 
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But the master-operation of his life was legating the 
carotid artery just where it enters the skull. The artery was 
wounded, and only by the most wonderful efforts was the 
life of the patient preserved until an incision could be made 
down to it through a perfect network of vessels and nerves, 
the mere touch to some of which would have made life 
extinct in a moment. Yet the operation was performed under 
many disadvantages, and the life of the patient preserved. 

He is now preparing a treatise on trephine the skull, in 
which he takes the ground that the operation should be 
performed as a preventive remedy and not await the 
destructive effects of wounds on the false hope that it may 
be unnecessary. He contends that by procrastination in the 
performance of this operation many valuable lives are lost, 
when they could have been saved by a judicious and 
prompter use of the instrument. After suppuration and 
destruction of the brain-substance the chances for life are 
gone. Being still a young man, in the prime of his profes-
sional life, he bids fair to obtain a continued increase of 
reputation. 

His charities are, like those of most physicians, hidden but 
constant. It requires only the voice of suffering to call him to 
the but or hovel. 

Dr. Briggs has been doubly blessed in his children. His 
oldest son, Dr. Charles S. Briggs, is now demonstrator of 
anatomy in the Medical Department of the Universities of 
Nashville and Vanderbilt, and has lately been elected 
adjunct professor of anatomy. His second son, Waldo 
Briggs, is a physician of St. Louis. His third child, Virginia 
Lee, has intellectual powers of a high order, as well as 
amiability, which makes her a universal favorite, while the 
youngest, Samuel C., though only twelve years old, is just as 
bright as any of the others. 

We hope Dr. Briggs will yet live many years to dispense 
his powers among the suffering of the human family, and, as 
longevity is one of the leading characteristics of his family, 
we may hope so with an assurance as strong as belongs to 
humanity. 

We have spoken of his official character, and now we will 
close this desultory sketch with a testimonial voluntarily 
given him by the medical convention held in the university 
on the 9th of February, 1858, which will show the man in 
his social light: 

"W. T. B RIGGS, M.D.: 
"Dear Sir, I have the honor, as secretary of the convention, to 

transmit, by order of the convention, its proceedings and 
resolutions. 

"I am, sir, with profound respect, yours truly, 
"B. G IRARD BIDWELL. 

 
“At a meeting of the candidates for graduation, held in the 

hall on Feb. 9, 1858, for the purpose of voting thanks to W. 
T. Briggs, M.D., for his able efforts in our behalf, and J. B. 
Finley, of Arkansas, being called to the chair, and B. G. 
Bidwell, of Tennessee, appointed secretary, a committee of 
three were appointed to draft and present resolutions. 
Messrs. Moore, Simpson, and Wilson were appointed said 
committee. They soon reported the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted and ordered published: 

"Whereas, The relationship existing between Dr. Briggs as 
teacher and ourselves as students will soon be forever 
dissolved; therefore be it 

"'Resolved, That we vote our thanks to Dr. Briggs for the 
very able and efficient manner in which he has discharged 
the duties devolved upon him as adjunct professor of 
anatomy, and also in his capacity as demonstrator of 
anatomy. 

"'Resolved, That we regret the necessity which compels us 
to part so soon with one who has by his universally popular 
method of teaching anatomy placed us under profound 
obligations to him, and who by his high-minded and 
honorable deportment has secured for himself the esteem 
and kind regards of all who know him. 

"'Resolved, That we congratulate him upon his almost 
unparalleled success thus far, and hope soon to have the 
happy privilege of witnessing his elevation to the high and 
honorable position which inevitably awaits him. 

"'Resolved, That the secretary of this convention be and is 
hereby requested to send a copy of these resolutions to him 
and to the Medical Magazine for publication.' 

"Committee, F. McG. Moore, S. P. Simpson, J. A. 
Willson." 

 

 

 

VAN S. LINDSLEY 

Van Sinderen Lindsley, Nashville, Tenn., was born at 
Greensboro', Guilford Co., N. C., Oct. 13, 1840, and is a son 
of Silas Condict Lindsley, a distinguished educator in that 
State, who was brother of Philip Lindsley, D.D., founder and 
president of Nashville University, and also of Harvey 
Lindsley, M.D., of Washington, D. C. The family descends 
from John Lindsley, one of the earliest English settlers of 
the New Haven colony, Connecticut, who, with his sons, 
John  and Francis , came from London, England. They 
settled at Branford, Conn., before 1640. The father, John (1), 
died at Guilford, Conn., 1650. Francis (2) removed from 
Branford to Newark, N. J., 1667, and died there in 1704, 
leaving son John (3), born 1667, who settled at Morristown, 
N. J., and left a son John (4), born 1694, the father of Philip  
(5) and grandfather of Isaac  (6), who was father of Silas  (7) 
and grandfather of Van Sinderen  (8), his ancestry showing 
an American record of eight generations, embracing a period 
of two hundred and forty years. 

Primarily educated at the Greensboro' Institute; of which 
his father was principal, Dr. Lindsley was graduated A.M. at 
the University of Nashville in 1861, and in 1863 received 
the degree of M.D. from its Medical Department., by whose 
faculty he was subsequently elected demonstrator of 
anatomy, holding that position until 1868. At this time he 
married Lucie, daughter of Pay-director J. George Harris, 
United States Navy. 

After returning from a tour of professional observation 
through the principal hospitals of Europe, he was assigned 
the chair of surgical anatomy, which he occupied until 1871, 
when he was elected to that of physiology, to which was 
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added in 1876 the diseases of eye, ear, and throat. In 1880 he 
was elected to the chair of anatomy in the Medical 
Department of the University of Nashville and Vanderbilt 
University. 

Papers on the” Reproduction of Bone,” And on” 
Orthopaedic Surgery” and” Hypermetropia," etc., have been 
read by him before the State Medical Society, besides 
numbers of published addresses and lectures on” Sound and 
Hearing," practically illustrated, and” The Eye as an Optical 
Instrument,” and monthly reports of his operations for 
cataract, strabismus, entropion, otitis media, etc., appear in 
the Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 

He was elected and re elected president of the Nashville 
Medical Society, is a member of the American Public Health 
Association, is a member of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, and was a delegate from the 
State Medical Society to the International Medical Congress 
held in Philadelphia in 1876 is a member of the American 
Medical Association, and was a delegate to New York in 
June, 1880. 

Dr. Lindsley illustrates in a marked degree the leading 
characteristics of his ancestors in a love of literature for its 
own sake and the capacity for continued and untiring study, 
with devotion to Presbyterian religious principles, thus 
clinging to the traditions of his family, who have been 
distinguished educators, physicians, and divines. 

Dr. Lindsley now occupies the chair of anatomy in the 
Medical Department of the University of Nashville and 
Vanderbilt University, and devotes himself' to the practice 
of diseases of the eye and ear, and to general surgery. 

JOHN BERRIEN LINDSLEY 

John Berrien Lindsley was born in Princeton, N. J., Oct. 
24, 1822. He is descended from the Lindsleys who were 
among the first settlers of Morristown, N. J., and from the 
Lawrences who settled at Hell Gate, Long Island, in 1660. 
Both these families emigrated from England early in 
American colonization. He bears the name of his mother's 
grandfather, John Berrien, chief justice of the province of 
New Jersey under the old regime. The Berriens are of 
French Huguenot origin. 

His early education was received at home. He then 
finished the usual four years' college curriculum in three 
years, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of Nashville in 1839, and that of Master, in 
course, three years later. His medical education was 
acquired in the office of Dr. William G. Dickinson, and in 
the medical schools of the Universities of Louisville and 
Pennsylvania. From the latter he received the Doctorate in 
Medicine in 1843, William Walker, of Nicaragua fame, 
being his classmate and chum. His medical studies were 
pursued as part of a theological course. 

Upon this he now entered under care of' the Presbytery of 
Nashville, and was ordained in October, 1846. He was for 
some time stated supply to the Hermitage and Smyrna 
Churches, and also for a year in the service of the Presby-
terian Board of Domestic Missions as preacher to the slaves 
in the vicinity of Nashville. 

From 1838 to 1850 he was the favored private pupil of 
Gerard Troost, one of the illustrious pioneers in American 
science. When the latter died, in 1850, the family committed 
his invaluable collection to Dr. Lindsley's charge, who 
watched over it during all the changes of peace and war, and 
finally, in 1874, disposed of it to the Library Association of 
Louisville, after vainly endeavoring to secure its possession 
by some one of the great Tennessee universities. In 1848 he 
made an extensive geological tour through the Northern and 
Eastern States. In 1849 he was urged by Drs. C. K. Winston, 
A. H. Buchanan, and others to take the chair of chemistry in 
a projected medical school, the celebrated Prof. Charles 
Caldwell being active in the scheme. The subsequent winter 
he passed in Louisville and other cities, making medical 
schools a study. In 1852 and 1859 he pursued these studies 
in France and in Germany. 

In 1850 he got together the club. which became the 
Medical Department of the University of Nashville. In this 
institution he was twenty-three years professor of chemistry. 
He was also from 1850 to 1856 dean of the faculty, and 
again after the civil war. He devoted in all not less than ten 
years of hard work to building and rebuilding this school. 
The pay he received as dean was given to assistants or to the 
establishment of the Nashville Journal of Medicine and 
Surgery. 

In 1855 he was chosen unanimously by the board of 
trustees chancellor of the University of Nashville. As agent 
of the building committee, he had in 1853 and 1854 
superintended the construction of the stone collegiate 
edifice, still regarded by experts as the handsomest school-
house in Tennessee. In view of the great multiplication of 
denominational colleges throughout the country, he urged 
the board to adopt the military system of government and 
exercise, and to merge the Western Military Institute, then 
flourishing at Tyree Springs, into its collegiate department. 
This was done, and with such practical success that the 
board determined to erect an additional building for students 
a year or two before the civil war desolated the land. For 
several years before this cataclysm the University of' 
Nashville, with an income from its endowment-fund of less 
than two thousand dollars, numbered in attendance between 
five and six hundred students, chiefly from a distance, and 
received into its faculty treasuries between thirty and forty 
thousand dollars per annum. This fact is probably without a 
parallel in the educational -annals of America. 

During the war Chancellor Lindsley watched the buildings 
and property of the university with ceaseless vigilance and 
with perfect success. In 1867 he organized the Montgomery 
Bell Academy in accordance with the designs of its 
beneficent founder, and upon a plan which at once 
established the high reputation it has always sustained. In 
1867 he also brought forward the idea of a great, normal 
college in connection with the Peabody Educational Fund. 
In 1870 he resigned, recommending Gen. E. Kirby Smith as 
his successor. His salary as chancellor was either directly or 
indirectly, through the building measures agreed upon with 
the board, returned to the university. In 1873 he took part in 
organizing the” Tennessee College of Pharmacy," in which, 
since 1876, he has been professor of materia medica. 
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In 1876, by solicitation of prominent physicians and 
citizens, Dr. Lindsley became a candidate for city health 
officer, and served as such for four years, during which time 
he gave Nashville a high reputation for sanitary progress, a 
diminished death-rate, and for firmly withstanding the 
panics and prejudices of 1878. 

In June, 1880, he accepted the chair of "State preventive 
medicine" in the Medical Department of the University of 
Tennessee. In October, 1876, he had taken part in the 
organization of the Nashville Medical College as professor 
of chemistry and State medicine, but speedily relinquished 
the position as not harmonizing with the duties of health 
officer. 

Dr. Lindsley has always been a firm and resolute advocate 
of popular education. As such he served six years in the 
Nashville Board of Education, and was very active in 
founding the system which has given so much fame to that 
city. At a critical period, in 1866, he was superintendent of 
these schools, and so boldly faced opposition in the city 
government as to effectually warn ward politicians that the 
public schools were beyond their reach. In 1865 he warmly 
seconded the plan proposed by Governor Brown-low of 
organizing the” State Teachers' Association." Of this body 
he has been twice elected president, and nearly all the time 
an officer or on the executive committee. In 1875 he was 
appointed by Governor Porter senior member of the State 
Board of Education, of which he has been secretary since its 
organization. 

Dr. Lindsley has given much time and labor to 
organizations designed to promote the moral and material 
welfare of the community. He is president of the Robertson 
Association of Nashville, which in times of cholera 
epidemics has done a notable work. For thirty years he has 
been active in the State Historical Society, and in 1874 
projected the civic centennial, which has recently given 
Nashville so much éclat. For two years, 1877-78, he was 
secretary of the unendowed State Board of Health. In 1845 
he became a member of the State Medical Society, and is 
now its permanent secretary. In 1848 he was, one of the 
Southern founders of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. He is a member of the 
Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia; an 
original member of the American Chemical Society; since 
1851 a member- of the American Medical Association, 
having attended the meetings at Charleston, New York, St. 
Louis, Philadelphia, Detroit, Nashville, Washington, 
Louisville, and New Orleans; a fellow of the American 
Academy of Medicine; a director in the National Prison 
Association; a corresponding member of the National Prison 
Association of France; and treasurer of the American Public 
Health Association. Of the American Tract Society and of 
the American Bible Society he is a life member. 

In 1856 the College of New Jersey, at Princeton, 
conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. In 
1870, after (as a member of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (Old School) which met in St. Louis, 
1866) taking part in the measures which led to the reunion 
of the Old and New School Churches, lie was received upon 
letter into the Nashville Presbytery of the Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church. Since 1873 he has contributed many 
articles to the” Theological Quarterly" of this Church. His 
article upon “African Colonization, etc." was reprinted and 
widely circulated, as was also another on” Prison 
Discipline.” A series of articles upon” Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church History," eighteen in number, has 
received very high commendation from experts in and out of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Lindsley has published also a number of pamphlets in 
behalf of the University of Nashville; an introductory lecture 
upon “Medical Colleges;" “Eulogy upon Robert M. Porter, 
M.D.," of which seven thousand copies were circulated; four 
papers for the Nashville Board of Health upon sanitary 
progress, school hygiene, and prevention of epidemics, to be 
found in the second and third reports published by said 
board. Also, in 1868, an anonymous brochure, entitled” Our 
Ruin," which led to the formation of the” Taxpayers' 
Association," of Nashville, and through it to the law-suit 
which placed the city of Nashville in the hands of a receiver 
in July, 1869. 

Dr. Lindsley has for years been engaged in collecting 
materials for a large work, entitled” The Medical Annals of 
Tennessee,” and also for an” Encyclopedia of Tennessee 
History." The latter is planned as an exhaustive and 
elaborate compendium of the civil and political, the 
commercial and industrial, the educational, literary, and 
religious, the social and the military, history of a great State, 
which in historic interest ranks with Virginia and 
Massachusetts, both as it respects intrinsic interest and 
influence upon the nation. 

He married, Feb. 9,1857, Sarah, daughter of Jacob 
McGavock, Esq., and granddaughter of Judge Felix Grundy. 

 

WILLIAM STOCKELL, 

CHIEF ENGINEER OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF 
NASHVILLE, TENN 

Chief Stockell, of Nashville, Tenn., was born in Malton, 
Yorkshire, England, in 1815, and is, consequently, sixty-five 
years old. His father removed with his family to Baltimore, 
Md., when William  was quite a child, where they resided 
until 1829. During the spring of that year they crossed the 
mountains to Wheeling, Va., and thence by river they went 
to Cincinnati, Ohio, where the family resided from 1829 to 
1846. Soon after their arrival young Stockell, now quite a 
lad, was apprenticed to the bricklaying and plastering 
business. In due time he became a master in his profession. 
Before he had reached man's estate he imbibed a love for” 
running with the machine,” and in 1840 assisted in the 
organization of the” Independent Western" Fire Company of 
that city. In 1841 he was elected president of the above 
company, which position he honorably filled until 1846, 
when he resigned to remove with his family to Nashville. 
On retiring from the "Western" the company presented him 
an elegant silver speaking-trumpet, on which is wrought a 
female figure reclining upon an anchor, over which is 
inscribed the words,” Hope leads the Conqueror to Victory,” 
and, beneath, the names of the apparatus,” Hope," 
“Conqueror," "Victory." On the reverse side is engraved,” 
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Presented by the Independent Western Fire Company to 
William Stockell, their late president, in remembrance of his 
services. 1846." 

Shortly after his arrival in Nashville he connected himself 
with the” Broad Street" Fire Company, No. 2, and in the fall 
of 1847 was elected the company's chief officer. He was re-
elected each year until 1860, when the company disbanded 
to give way for the paid steam department. 

During this term of service his old company, the” 
Western," of Cincinnati, paid him a visit, making the entire 
trip by steamboat. This was before Nashville had any 
railroad connections West. Upon their arrival here they 
received, at the hands of the entire Nashville department, a 
rousing welcome, and an old-fashioned” time" was had. 

In October, 1857, the Nashville Fire Department returned 
the visit of the Cincinnati Department, and met with such a 
reception as only Cincinnati and her department could give. 

Chief Stockell was presented by the” Broad Street" 
Company, No. 2, with an elegant gold-headed ebony cane 
during his connection with it; and on one bright Christmas 
morning was the recipient of an elegant silver salver with 
pitcher and goblets, on which was this inscription,” To 
Captain William Stockell, from the lady friends of the 
Nashville Fire Department. You have served us." 

When the paid department was organized in Nashville, 
Chief Stockell was engaged in a lucrative business, which 
demanded his entire attention; hence he did not connect 
himself with it. He, however, continued to attend all fires, 
and was invited by those who were at the head of the 
department to advise and assist them in the administration of 
its affairs. More than once have the citizens of Nashville had 
occasion to thank the old veteran for services rendered as” 
Citizen Chief." 

In 1869 our city's affairs were in the hands of bad men, 
such as had been scattered over the South during the war. 
Every department of the municipal government was 
shamefully abused and grossly perverted to serve the 
personal ends of those in charge of them, and at the expense 
and peril of the whole city. Under their rule it was not 
possible to save even the fire department, which had become 
well nigh worthless and wholly inefficient. In July of the 
above year a public meeting of citizen property-owners was 
held and an application made to the courts for relief. In 
response to this, John M. Bass, Esq., a prominent citizen, 
was appointed receiver. Soon after taking charge of the city's 
affairs, Mr. Bass, with other prominent citizens and 
representatives of the various insurance companies, called 
upon Mr. Stockell and requested him to assume control of 
the fire department. He at first declined to do so, as it would 
require his retirement from a profitable business, but, this 
being a day for sacrifices, the chief complied with the 
request of his fellow-citizens, and at once set to work to 
gather up the fragments of a fire department. With his 
indomitable energy and skill he very soon had everything in 
working order. 

Chief Stockell has been re-elected by every City Council 
from that day to this, and in all probability will be just so 
long as he is able to respond to an alarm. Notwithstanding 
he is now in his sixty-fifth year, he is as active and energetic 

as a man of half his age. With a well-preserved, naturally 
robust constitution, he bids fair to long serve the citizens 
who delight to honor him. Chief Stockell does not hold the 
position for the sake of the remuneration attaching thereto; 
for, besides possessing a reasonable competency, the result 
of long years of honest toil, he could, with his natural 
ability, succeed in any branch of business. But he continues 
at the head of the department purely from a love of the life 
and an ambitious desire to have a department a little better 
than any other, as well as for the love he has for his friends 
(which includes the whole State), and a regard for their lives 
and property. 

Chief Stockell's department is small, but first-class what it 
lacks in size is more than compensated for in efficiency. It is 
composed of four steamers, four hose-reels, three thousand 
six hundred feet of hose, one hook-and-ladder truck (on 
which is carried four Babcock extinguishers), city fire alarm 
telegraph, with twenty miles of wire and forty boxes, nine 
gongs, and three bell-strikers. His apparatus, when not in 
operation, is in just as good order as it is possible to be. His 
men have learned to love him, for he governs them by 
kindness, but firmly, and every man in his department 
realizes that his word is law. They all delight in obeying his 
instructions and not one of them but would peril his life for 
him or his people at any time. His office is neat and well 
kept. In it lie is surrounded by relics, designs of various 
kinds of machinery and apparatus, with scores of pictures of 
his associate chiefs and friends. Among all these relics is 
one that he should and doubtless does highly prize. It is the 
charter of his old company, the "Independent Western," of 
Cincinnati, elegantly done in German text, dated” 
Columbus, Ohio, 1846," framed in a large gilt oval frame. 

It will, doubtless, be in order to relate one or two incidents 
in connection with Chief Stockell's life as a fireman. While 
two companies from a distant city were on a visit to the 
Nashville Department, a grand parade was had, of which 
Chief Stockell was grand marshal. At night the visitors were 
banqueted at the opera-house, after which calls were given 
at the different engine-houses, and the guests went from 
house to house enjoying themselves in the merry dance until 
broad daylight. At three o'clock the next afternoon the 
department was called to assemble on the square to act as an 
escort to the visitors to their boat. While they were thus 
assembled a representative of one of the Nashville 
companies advanced and presented to the president of each 
of the visiting companies a beautiful banner, to be preserved 
as a memento of their pleasant visit to Nashville. The 
banners were received with appropriate remarks, after which 
the grand marshal (Mr. Stockell) called the department and 
citizens to order. He said that while he was captain of but 
one company, on that occasion he was chief of the whole 
department. He regretted very much that he had no fine 
banners to present to them on behalf of the whole 
department, but he said,” I remember to have read in Holy 
Writ where a certain widow came to our Savior and said 
unto him, Lord, all I have I give unto thee, and give freely;' 
therefore, in the language of that poor widow, I say unto 
thee (addressing himself to the officers of the visiting 
companies), here, take my hat" (giving it); to the other,” take 
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my belt;" then, to the first one,” take my sash" (giving an 
elegant satin sash); and again to the second one,” here, take 
my shirt!” and the old chief actually stripped himself of his 
handsome parade shirt and gave it to him. Immediately a 
general exchange of uniforms took place, and no visiting 
fireman returned with the same clothing he had when he left 
home. As to the Nashville boys,—well, they had the worst 
mixed uniform any set of men ever appeared in, not unlike 
Joseph's coat of many colors. All in all, it was one of the 
happiest occasions ever experienced by the Nashville 
firemen. 

One other incident. In July, 1876, while Chief Stockell 
was temporarily absent from headquarters (some one having 
designedly called him away), a tap was sounded from the 
alarm-bell, which called him back to his office, where, 
behold! there was drawn up in line the entire department 
awaiting him. The object of all this soon turned out to be the 
presentation to him by the entire department of an elegant 
gold badge, as a token of the regard and esteem they had for 
their old chief. 

Chief Stockell has occupied several important positions 
outside of the fire department, having been a member of the 
City Council, a member of the Board of Education, and, by 
the appointment of President Andrew Johnson, a director of 
the Bank of Tennessee, also a director of the Tennessee 
State Fair. He was appointed by Governor A. Johnson, a 
member of the State Agricultural Bureau, in connection with 
Gen. Harding, F. R. Rains, Tolbert Fanning, and others, and 
held the position until the war. In all the public measures for 
the relief of suffering during the prevalence of cholera and 
yellow fever he and his estimable lady have always taken a 
leading part in organizing relief for the distressed and 
suffering. Before the war he was several times elected 
president of the Mechanics' Institute, and since the war an 
active member of the board of directors who organized our 
State Exposition, and served a term as its president. 

Chief Stockell is well known throughout the fire service 
of the United States as one of the most genial of men, a 
thoroughly good fireman, and a gentleman of profuse 
hospitality. He is the president of the National Association 
of Chief Engineers, and had the honor of presiding over their 
deliberations in 1878. Chief Stockell has been an occasional 
but valued contributor to the columns of the Fireman's 
Journal. 

Capt. Stockell was chairman of the Centennial Board of 
Directors of the Nashville Centennial Exposition in 1880, 
which was the finest exhibition of the kind ever witnessed in 
the South. 

Capt. Stockell has an interesting family of children, and a 
wife of whom he is justly proud. He holds a warm place in 
the hearts of the people of the capital city of Tennessee. His 
services to the public, not only in the fire department, but in 
other walks of life, are highly appreciated, not only at home, 
but all over the country. 

Capt. Stockell married Rachel Wright, of Philadelphia, 
May 3, 1840. His married life has been one of unusual 

harmony and happiness. His living children number five, —
viz., Charles Henry , born April 3, 1841; Louisa Jane , born 
June 14, 1843; Albert Wright , born Aug. 8, 1848; George 

W. , born April 2, 1862; Orville Ewing , born Sept. 14, 
1855. 

It is due to Capt. Stockell to state that the insertion of this 
biographical sketch is made at the written request of a 
number of the prominent business men of Nashville.  

 

 

COL. JOHN C. BURCH. 

The subject of this biographical sketch—Col. John C. 
Burch—has been a prominent and influential citizen of 
Davidson Co., Tenn., for more than twenty years, and is 
eminently entitled to mention in its history. He is a native of 
the State of Georgia, and was born in Jefferson County in 
1827. His parentage was also Georgian, his father—Morton 
N. Burch—being a native of Hancock County, and his 
mother—Mary Ballard—of Jefferson County. His father 
moved to Fayetteville, Fayette Co., in that State, in the 
infancy of the son, and resided there for ten years, when he 
removed to the city of Macon, which was his residence until 
his death, in 1862. Mr. Burch was repeatedly a member of 
each branch of the Legislature of Georgia. He held the 
public confidence in a high degree, and maintained a 
superior social rank. 

His son, of whom this history writes, received his early 
education in the best preparatory schools in the State, and 
entered the freshman class of Yale College, New Haven, 
Conn., in the year 1843. His course at that renowned 
institution of learning was completed without a return to his 
home, and he graduated in 1847 with honor, and in a class 
numbering several gentlemen who have since attained 
distinction. On returning to Georgia he immediately applied 
himself to the study of law in the office and under the 
tutorage of Governor Charles J. McDonald, of Marietta, one 
of the most eminent jurists and estimable men in that State. 
Baying been admitted to the bar in 1849, he opened an 
office at Spring Place, Murray Co., Ga., and began his 
professional career. He remained at that point for three 
years, when, recognizing the superior facilities for 
professional business afforded by Chattanooga, Tenn., and 
foreseeing its future development as a city, he removed to 
that thriving town and entered upon a successful practice. 

In 1855, having been but three years a citizen of the State, 
the confidence of his fellow-citizens and their appreciation 
of his talents for public affairs were manifested in his 
election to the House of Representatives of the General 
Assembly of Tennessee as the member for Hamilton 
County. In that body, nearly equally divided politically, 
though one of the youngest members, he took a first place as 
a debater and parliamentarian, and was one of the 
recognized leaders of his party on the floor. The session of 
the General Assembly was a long and important one, and in 
addition to the many questions affecting the material 
interests of the State which were considered—chief among 
which was the granting of additional State aid to works of 
internal improvement then in progress—political excitement 
was great, having acquired intensity in the fierce canvass of 
that year in which Americanism or” Know-Nothingism" 
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figured as a new phase in politics. Mr. Burch was a 
participant in all the interesting discussions of the body, and 
the reputation he achieved was co-extensive with the State. 

In 1857 he was elected senator from the district composed 
of the counties of Hamilton, Bradley, Rhea, Bledsoe, 
Sequachee, and Marion. This district, as was his own county 
of Hamilton, was closely divided in political sentiment, and 
his election by a decisive majority in each instance was 
esteemed as a personal triumph. Though barely of senatorial 
age, and his party having in its large majority a number of 
senators of ability and long experience, he received the 
distinguished compliment of election to the Speakership of 
the body at its hands. The service of this session of the 
General Assembly, like the preceding, was long and of 
unusual interest and importance. The leading subject of 
internal improvements was again under consideration. The 
two fiscal corporations of the State most extensively 
connected with the business of the people —the Union and 
Planters' Banks of Nashville—were re-chartered at that 
session. The whole body of the statutes of the State was 
revised and compiled into the Code of Tennessee. Upon this 
General Assembly, also, the duty of electing a United States 
senator devolved, and upon the question of electing two—
one to fill a prospective vacancy —an acrimonious political 
debate was precipitated. The question was decided 
affirmatively, and two were chosen. In the discussions of the 
Senate its Speaker was frequently on the floor, and when in 
the chair his parliamentary skill and impartiality were so 
distinguished as to evoke from his fellow-senators, under the 
leader of the political opposition, the following more than 
formal resolutions of thanks at the close of the session: 

"Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate are due and are 
hereby cordially tendered to the Honorable John C. Burch, 
Speaker of the Senate, for the able, dignified, and impartial 
manner in which he has discharged his official duties as 
presiding officer over its deliberations during the, present 
session of the General Assembly,—his ability being 
evidenced in the unusual fact, in a legislative body, that no 
single decision made by him as Speaker of this body has 
been appealed from." 

In 1859 the Nashville Union and American, for a fourth of 
a century the organ of the Democratic party of Tennessee, 
suffered the misfortune to lose by death—one occurring a 
few weeks after the other—its leading editorial conductors, 
G. G. Poindexter and E. G. Eastman. To supply the serious 
loss of two men so capable, under counsel of the most 
prominent leaders of the party in the State, Mr. Burch was 
called to the chief editorship of that journal, and this 
responsible position he filled with ability through the 
exciting Presidential canvass of 1860 and the critical 
agitation which culminated in the civil war. His opinions 
and sentiments were warmly Southern, and his journal was 
aligned with the advanced views of resistance to sectional 
aggression. 

When, in the rapid march of events, Tennessee was 
required to assume a position in the contest ensuing upon the 
fall of Fort Sumter, and she decided to unite her fortunes and 
join arms with the seceding States, Mr. Burch enlisted as a 
private in Company C, of the Rook City Guards, but was 

soon elected to a lieutenancy in another company. Before 
going to the field, however, he was appointed aide-de-camp 
to Maj. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, in command of the Provincial 
Army of Tennessee, organized to support the army of the 
Confederate States. He was soon promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel. When Tennessee. formally entered as a 
member of the Confederacy, and her troops were allied 
integrally with the army of that government, Col. Burch was 
made an assistant adjutant-general in the service, and 
continued in that capacity during the war, acting for two 
years on the staff of Maj. Gen. Pillow, and subsequently on 
those of Lieut. Gen. N. B. Forrest and Maj. Gen. Withers. 
The duties of these positions were acquitted with fidelity 
and loyal zeal to the cause he had early espoused. 

Upon the failure of the Confederate cause Col. Burch 
returned to Nashville and resumed the practice of his 
original profession. He pursued it with marked success for 
four years. In September, 1869, he purchased a controlling 
interest in the Union and American,—the journal with which 
be had been connected before the war, which had been 
revived in December, 1865,—and again became its leading 
editor. To that work he was devoted exclusively until 1873, 
when, a vacancy occurring in the comptrollership of the 
treasury of Tennessee, he was appointed to that responsible 
trust by Governor John C. Brown, and filled it until the 
expiration of the term in February, 1875, declining to offer 
as a candidate for another term. During his incumbency of 
that office its duties were more than ordinarily onerous and 
delicate, and on the list of those who have served in that 
capacity it is conceded that no one has exhibited greater 
ability or more rigid integrity to the public interests. Indeed, 
his aptitude for what in many respects is the most important 
office in the administration of a State government was 
remarkable. 

Retiring from the comptrollership, Col. Burch returned to 
the editorial tripod, and was thus engaged for another period 
e four years. As an editor and politician, except on questions 
connected with the civil war and pending its continuance, he 
was a supporter of the political fortunes of Andrew Johnson, 
and as a personal friend enjoyed in a high degree the 
confidence of that remarkable man. Not always indorsing his 
peculiar views, he admired his vigorous qualities of 
character, and the steadfast friendship of Col. Burch was 
appreciated by his wide circle of admirers. On leading 
questions of State and Federal policy, the journal, now 
called The American, with which he has been so long 
identified, and with which he yet holds connection, has 
always occupied bold, clear, and unequivocal positions, and 
maintained them with incisive force and ability. As its 
conductor he has given it a front rank in the press of the 
Southwest, and impressed his views firmly on the public 
opinion of the State. 

On the accession of the Democratic party to the power of 
the majority in the Senate of the United States, in March, 
1879, Col. Burch was elected to the secretary ship of that 
body, over a number of formidable competitors for that 
honorable and dignified office, every one of whom was an 
ex-member of either the United States Senate or House of 
Representatives. Though but for a little more than a year in 
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the discharge of its various and responsible functions, his 
ability and efficiency are conspicuous, as are his urbane and 
graceful manners in the society of the members of the 
highest deliberative body in the government. If peculiar 
fitness alone should be considered, it may be predicted that 
he will long occupy that distinguished position. Col. Burch's 
domestic circle is a large one. Mrs. Burch was Miss Lucy 
Newell, of Chattanooga, Tenn., a most amiable and 
estimable lady. They have had born to them eight children, 
two of whom—the eldest and fourth—died when they had 
about attained their fifth year. The others survive: Katharine 
N. , Mary B. , John C. , Charles N. , Robert L. , and Lucius . 
The family, though still holding a residence of citizenship in 
Tennessee, are at present domiciled in Washington City, 
Col. Burch's official residence. 

Col. Burch is now in the mature vigor of life and 
possessed of a robust physical constitution. This brief sketch 
of the events of his career attests a strong individuality. 
Classically educated, his tastes are literary and his culture 
extensive. In the fields of study to which his pursuits have 
directed, his information is full, and whether as a writer or 
speaker or in the executive sphere, his resources are ready 
and forcible. Every station to which he has attained has been 
filled with great credit and marked ability, and given earnest 
that he would fully sustain himself in any to which he might 
aspire. In the social circle he is a genial and attractive 
member, and his cordial bearing and kind offices have 
gained him a large list of warm friendships, which are held 
by the manly attributes of character he has displayed. 

 

 

MAJOR HENRY HEISS. 

Maj. Henry Heiss, son of John P. and Anna Molyneaux 
Heiss, was born April 30, 1838, at Bristol, Pa. His parents 
removed to Nashville a few weeks after the birth of Henry, 
and his mother died shortly after arrival here. 

Mr. Heiss, Sr., became an active and influential politician 
and one of the publishers of the Nashville Union. James K. 
Polk, upon his election to the Presidency, invited him to 
Washington; here, in association with Thomas Ritchie, of 
the Richmond Enquirer, one of the most eminent journalists 
the South has produced, he established the Washington 
Union, which was the organ of the Polk administration. 

Henry was educated at boarding-schools at Strasburg, Pa., 
Mount Holly, N. J., and graduated at Columbia College, 
near Washington, D. C. 

In 1858 he became connected with his father's paper, the 
Evening States, published at Washington, as reporter for the 
various departments of the government and of 
Congressional proceedings. 

In 1859 and a part of 1860 he was engaged with a 
government surveying party on lands lying chiefly in Allen 
Co., Kansas, known as the New York Indian lands. 

At the breaking out of the civil war he returned to 
Tennessee and enlisted as a private soldier in the 
Confederate army. 

He selected the cavalry service, and during the war was 
attached to the commands of Van Dorn, Forrest, and 
Wheeler. During the last year of the war he had risen to the 
rank of captain, with staff-rank as major; was provost-
marshal of corps under both Forrest and Wheeler; was 
paroled May 23, 1865, and returned to Nashville, where, in 
the fall of that year, he took a position on the Republican 
Banner, which had been recently revived, after its 
suspension since February, 1862. 

He became the managing editor of that paper, and 
remained with it until August, 1870, when he went to St. 
Louis to become the managing editor of the Times. He 
returned to Nashville early the following year, at the 
solicitation of the proprietors of the Banner. 

In 1872 went back to St. Louis again to take charge of the 
Times, remaining there until March, 1874, when he accepted 
the position of managing editor of the Nashville Union and 
American. 

When, in September, 1875, The Republican Banner and 
The Union and American were consolidated, he received the 
appointment of managing editor of the American, which 
name was given the consolidated paper. This position he has 
ever since held, making a continuous experience of fifteen 
years as a managing editor. 

This uninterrupted retention in the control of the press 
implies a fitness for the work, and the qualities requisite for 
the duties and responsibilities are apparent when we analyze 
Maj. Heiss' character. 

He has quick perception, sound judgment, and great 
industry; keeps wide awake to the current history of the day 
in all departments; wastes no time or space on the extreme 
ideas of any party; involves himself or his paper in no 
wrangling or factious criticism; but, with conservative 
adherence to his own convictions and the policy of the 
Democratic party, he makes a paper at once healthy in tone, 
instructive, useful, and acceptable in the homes of a large 
constituency. 

Maj. Heiss possesses great modesty joined with 
unquestioned bravery; his instincts are gentle, pure, and 
generous; he kindles warm friendship among his 
acquaintances, and firm faith in his integrity and devotion to 
duty in all life's relations. 

Maj. Heiss was married Sept. 4, 1872, to Miss Mary G. 
Lusk, a daughter of Robert Lusk, Esq., an eminent banker of 
Nashville. 

lie has never sought or held public office, nor would he be 
turned aside from his chosen profession of journalism, 
which he regards as one of the most honorable. 

 

 

DR. WILLIAM H. MORGAN 

'The Morgan family is of Welsh origin, and its name can 
be traced to quite remote antiquity. History tells of” Morgan 
the Courteous,” A Welsh prince, who died in 1001. Another 
Morgan, Prince of Parnyh, went on a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land, and died in 1126.  
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The progenitors of the American family of this name—
three brothers—immigrated to New Jersey in the latter part 
of the seventeenth century. 

From this stock William Morgan removed to Virginia. At 
Shepherdstown, near Harper's Ferry, a stone dwelling still 
stands bearing his initials and the date a 1710. Abraham, 
youngest son of this William Morgan, emigrated to Logan 
Co., Ky., and located near Russellville. 

William H. , the subject of this sketch, was born at this 
Kentucky home. He was one of eight children. His mother 
before marriage was Elizabeth Adams, of Montgomery Co., 
Md. While his parents were comfortable livers, they had not 
the means to give him more than a common school and 
limited education. Having lofty aspirations, and seeing that 
he would have to rely on his own exertions, by industry and 
economy he saved from his earnings (not being ashamed to 
be seen at work for wages) enough to qualify himself to 
embark in the learned profession of dental surgery; his 
energy, industry, and economy in his young manhood days 
won for him the confidence and esteem of all right-minded 
men. He commenced the study of dentistry about the year 
1846, and graduated from the Baltimore College in 1848 
settled in the city of Nashville in 1849, where he has 
remained in a lucrative and successful practice to this time. 

Dr. Morgan has been connected with seven dental 
associations. He has been elected and served as president in 
six of them. Has been twice elected as president of the 
American Dental Association. He is the only Southern 
gentleman who has ever filled this position, the honor of a 
second election never having been enjoyed by any other 
man. For several years past he has been a trustee of the Ohio 
Dental College, and is now president of that board. His 
resignation was tendered, but not accepted. Is professor of 
clinical dentistry and dental pathology in the Dental 
Department of Vanderbilt University, and dean of the 
faculty. Is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South; he has three times served the General Conference on 
the book committee; was elected by the Tennessee 
Conference a delegate to the last General Conference. 

Dr. Morgan was appointed to deliver the address of 
welcome on the part of the dentists of Tennessee at the 
American Dental Association while sitting in Nashville in 
1870, a task which he performed to the satisfaction of his 
friends, which is shown by the closing remarks of Professor 
C. K. Winston, who was appointed on the part of the 
Medical Association to perform a like service. Said he,” I 
will not attempt to add anything further to the very eloquent 
address of Dr. Morgan, a man who is an honor to his 
profession and a benefactor to his race." 

He has not been an active politician, nor ever held 
position of party preferment. He was an old-line Whig 
before the war; since that event his sympathies have been 
generally with the Democratic Party. 

He was elected to succeed John M. Bass, Esq., as 
president of the Nashville Life Insurance Company, and 
accepted with the intention and for the purpose of closing up 
its affairs. 

Dr. Morgan married Miss Sarah A. Noel, of Logan Co., 
Ky., by whom he has three sons and one daughter. 

As a leader in the profession of dentistry, as a public-
spirited citizen, as a man of integrity, culture, and useful-
ness, he holds a very prominent position in the community. 

 

WILLIAM KING BOWLING 

When Dr. Bowling was asked how old he was, he said,” 
When the Third Napoleon, Emperor of the French, Marshal 
McMahon, Charles Dickens, Salmon P. Chase, Robert E. 
Lee, Andrew Johnson, and Jefferson Davis came into the 
world, and when the American slave-trade terminated by a 
provision of the Constitution of the United States, I came,—
born when giant men came, and when a giant sin and 
outrage died." This event occurred in the Northern Neck of 
Virginia, in the county of Westmoreland, the native county 
of George Washington. Tradition and history represent his 
ancestors as planters, and, while remarkable for kindness 
and generosity, none of them filled any conspicuous place in 
Church or State. The name is not found among the officers 
of the Revolutionary war, nor among the leaders and 
followers of the fiery patriots whose meetings and resolves 
led to that glorious consummation. Not a vestryman of the 
Anglican Church bears that name, nor does a Non-
conformist place it upon the page of history. In the republic 
of letters it is unknown. A family seemingly content to draw 
their subsistence from hereditary acres. And y t few names 
in the gossip or literature of Virginia occur more frequently, 
or are mentioned with more respect. For generations the 
maxim prevailed in the family that the post of honor is a 
private station. 

In 1810 his father moved to North Kentucky, where Dr. 
Bowling—the fifth of ten children, and middle brother of 
seven—was educated privately by excellent tutors, and 
among them three authors of books. Says he,” Like Clay and 
Drake, I was dropped down in the wilderness of Kentucky, 
and left to fight the battle of life as best I could, without 
education, family influence, or patronage. To three 
vagabond authors whom my father fed for my benefit, and a 
public library of five hundred volumes, which I devoured 
before I was fourteen, I owe the foundation of all I am or 
hope to be. I attended one course of lectures in the Medical 
College of Ohio, and practiced five years, and attended 
another course at the Medical Department of Cincinnati 
College, known as Drake's School, and graduated. Drake 
was my medical idol, and his memory is yet. I was used to 
the society of authors. I had slept with them, roamed the 
wild forests with them, raved and ranted with them, and felt 
almost as big at eighteen as any of them, and they felt as big 
as all outdoors. One was a poet, William P. S. Blair, brother 
of the celebrated Francis P. Blair, of Kendall and Jackson 
memory. Lyman Martin, afterwards my medical preceptor, a 
scholar from Connecticut, spent merry hours at my father's 
with these men, but he never raved nor ranted. God bless 
him! He was everything to me, taught me, and believed in 
me." 

Dr. Bowling received his medical degree in the spring of 
1836. Though his Alma Mater was of brief existence, its 
faculty was one of the most remarkable in America; each 
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member, in subsequent life and widely separated fields, 
achieved a national reputation. 

As a practitioner of medicine from 1836 to 1850, Dr. 
Bowling gained great eminence in Logan Co., Ky., near the 
Tennessee line, and became widely known in both States. 
During this time he had always under his tuition a number of 
office students, who spread his reputation as an original 
teacher of medicine far and wide. In 1848 he was offered the 
chair of theory and practice, in the Memphis Medical 
Institute, the pioneer medical school of Tennessee. This 
offer he declined. Familiar through the public prints and 
from personal intercourse among the students of the 
University of Nashville with the remarkable and persistent. 
labors of President Philip Lindsley in behalf of Nashville as 
a literary and educational centre, he had already conceived 
the idea of a great medical school there, and as a part of that 
university. 

In 1850 he removed to Nashville, hoping by his presence 
to stimulate physicians of eminence, to whom he had vainly 
written, to take part in the great enterprise. At this time the 
suspension of the Collegiate Department of the university 
had been decreed by the trustees, in view of the resignation 
of President Lindsley, which was to take effect on October 
3d. 

Dr. J. Berrien Lindsley was then busily engaged in getting 
up a scheme for a medical college,—if possible, in 
connection with the university; if not, as a joint-stock 
company. He brought his plans to Dr. B., who at once 
declared that he would venture largely of means and labor in 
connection with the” old University,” and would not invest a 
cent in a private enterprise. Dr. L. and his associates 
accepted Dr. B.'s views, gave him the chair of theory and 
practice, and made him their mouthpiece in communicating 
with the board of trustees, by which the faculty was 
commissioned on Oct. 11, 1850. The peculiar features of Dr. 
B.'s plan are its making the medical professors supreme in 
their own department, and on the other hand endowing the 
University by the labors and fees of its medical professors. 
Besides meeting all the contingent expenses of the school, 
the medical faculty have added to the university property 
buildings and outfit costing not less than fifty thousand 
dollars. 

In the school thus established by the energy of a college-
bred youth and the wisdom of a back woods practitioner, 
coupled with the assistance of a most able corps of' teachers, 
Dr. B. became at once a master-spirit. lie was ever ready to 
second liberal and progressive steps, regarding always large 
and enthusiastic classes as of prime importance. As a 
lecturer he was characteristically original. Thoroughly 
master of the great writers upon practical medicine in the 
olden time, and perfectly conversant by long experience 
with all the prevalent diseases of this region, he was able to 
plan a course of lectures eminently learned and practical. 
Understanding doctor and medical student nature with an 
insight given to but few, he had a hold upon the class 
peculiar to himself. Gifted with a creative fancy, a poetic 
imagination, and a delivery combining the graces of the 
orator with the arts of the actor, he kept large classes in rapt 

attention. He was the Rush, the Chapman, and the Drake of 
the South all in one. In the ten years 1851-59.  

1861 he taught more than three thousand students,—an 
achievement without precedent in professional annals, for 
never did any school before or since have such numbers in 
its first decade. I am almost sure that every one of this 
number carried away with him as a part of his intellectual 
furniture not only lofty and advanced views of medicine as a 
humane and liberal calling, but also maxims, apothegms, 
and theses of lasting influence. Like Philip Lindsley, of 
Nashville, and Arnold, of Rugby, he impressed his 
individuality upon the pupil. This is the rare gift of the 
teacher who is born such. 

In 1851 he founded the Nashville Journal of Medicine and 
Surgery, and sustained it for a quarter of a century. His 
contributions to medicine are principally contained in this 
journal, where he was never negative, but definitely 
aggressive or defensive, concerning all things pertaining to 
his profession. Upon retiring from the Medical Journal in 
1875, his publisher said of him that” Dr. Bowling had never 
kept the printer waiting for copy or money;” and the greatest 
living medical critic in his journal said of him, "A man of 
genius as well as of learning, of the true poetic temperament, 
he has written some of the most brilliant articles in our 
medical annals.” an eminent practitioner in California says, 
"The first quarter of a century of the Nashville Journal has 
stamped its impress upon those who read it for sincerity, 
truth, and usefulness, elevating the standard of true medicine 
as no other publication has done." Many thousand copies of 
Dr. Bowling's Introductories and also of pamphlet editions 
of articles from the Medical Journal were circulated by 
order of the faculty. 

Dr. Bowling has always strenuously advocated the 
organization of the profession, and contributed his guotum 
of labor and time to local and national associations. He has 
avoided office. However, in 1856 he was elected third vice-
president, in 1867 first vice-president, and in 1874 president, 
of the American Medical Association. In 1873 he was 
elected by the medical editors of the United States president 
of their national association. 

Dr. Bowling has always taken a keen interest in public 
affairs, but has preferred medical to public work. He was 
spontaneously returned a member of the Constitutional 
Convention of Kentucky for Logan County in 1849, and 
there laid the corner-stone of public instruction in that State. 
In 1853 he delivered the oration upon the occasion of' laying 
the corner-stone of the first public school (Hume) building 
in Nashville. He is a firm and consistent advocate of 
universal public education for all races. He has, by 
invitation, delivered many addresses to institutions of 
learning. The only notes he ever signed as security were 
those of Chancellor Lindsley, for the university buildings, in 
1855, to the amount of over thirty thousand dollars, the 
contractors having agreed with the trustees to give up their 
mechanics' lien, and to look to the chancellor, backed by a 
public subscription, for their pay. 

In 1873, Dr. Bowling resigned his chair in the Medical 
Department of the University of Nashville. In 1877 he 
resumed position there as professor of malarial diseases and 
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medical ethics. After lecturing two winters lie again. 
resigned, and is now one of the professors of theory and 
practice in the Medical Department of the University of 
Tennessee, at Nashville. 

In 1837 he married Mrs. Melissa Cheatham, nee Melissa 
Saunders. Her dust now mingles with that of her native 
county in Mount Olivet, the beautiful rural cemetery. of 
Nashville. J. B. L. 

WILLIAM WELLS BERRY 

William Wells Berry, son of Horatio  and Sarah Godman 
Berry, natives of Anne Arundel Co., Md., was born in the 
city of Baltimore, Md., June 8, 1813. He attended a private 
school in that city until he attained the age of sixteen, 
beginning there the foundation of a course of reading and 
study which ended only with his life, and gave him both 
varied and accurate information. Leaving school, he entered 
the wholesale drug-house of Keerle & Co., of Baltimore, 
where he remained until 1834, gaining under a kind and 
upright employer a knowledge of commercial matters which 
made of him at the age of twenty-one an independent and 
self-reliant merchant. Removing to Nashville, he established 
a wholesale drug firm which now, under the name of Berry, 
Demoville & Co., is widely and favorably known, and justly 
claims as high financial standing as any firm in the South. It 
is characteristic of Mr. Berry that during the long period 
which he was engaged in business in Nashville, nearly half a 
century, he never changed his location. 

Mr. Berry was endowed with a great capacity for affairs, 
and every enterprise with which he was actively connected 
bore evidence in its success of his marked ability and 
unremitting attention. He was a member of the board of 
directors of the Planters' Bank of Tennessee during its most 
prosperous period, from 1854 to 1862. He was president of 
the Third National Bank of Nashville from its organization, 
in 1865, until he was prostrated by disease, in 1876. The 
almost unparalleled success of this institution was due not 
only to the wisdom and sagacity with which its affairs were 
conducted, but to the unbounded confidence of the 
community in its officers and directors lie was from its 
incorporation until his death president of the Equitable 
Insurance Company of Nashville, an organization which has 
always stood deservedly high in public estimation. 

Mr. Berry was closely identified as director with other 
leading insurance and manufacturing incorporations; and in 
all these places of trust he was remarkable no less for the 
conscientious fidelity and impartiality with which he 
discharged every duty than for the sound judgment of his 
counsels. He was at one time owner of large planting 
interests on the Arkansas River, which he managed with the 
success he attained in other enterprises. On the 10th of 
March, 1840, Mr. Berry was married to Jane E. White, 
daughter of Gen. William White, a member of the Davidson 
County bar, and a gallant officer under Gen. Andrew 
Jackson in the war of 1812, and subsequent campaigns 
against the Indians. 

Mr. Berry died June 15, 1876, leaving a widow and five 
children. Just in all business transactions, modest and gentle 
in demeanor, refined in habits, cordial and affection ate in 

all social and domestic relations, he left to his descendants 
an honored name and a spotless memory. 

JOHN HARDING 

John Harding was born in 1777 at Gooseland, Va., but 
spent his early life at Powhatan, in the same State. He came 
to Tennessee in 1805 with four brothers and two sisters. He 
was reared a farmer; his education at school was limited, his 
means small, as his father's property was ruined in the war 
of the Revolution, but if poor in estate be was rich in health, 
in energy, industry, and good habits. 

The family located on Harpeth River, on the estate where 
Edward Hicks now resides. After serving his father 
faithfully on the farm, John located on the farm now known 
as” Belle Meade;" he subsequently had a home in Nashville, 
still retaining the above-named farm. In 1838 he bought a 
plantation in Louisiana, which he soon sold at a handsome 
profit. In 1840 he bought again, this time in Arkansas; which 
place, with large additions to the original purchase, lie 
bequeathed to his grandchildren, in 1860. 

John Harding was an early and firm friend of the cause of 
education; on this account he took a deep interest in the 
prosperity of” The Nashville Female Academy." Not that the 
trustees favored his ideas, for they were mostly of religious 
persuasions differing from his, but from a desire to have the 
daughters of Tennessee educated in the best possible 
manner. 

His sympathies were with the Christians, also known as 
the Campbellites. His liberality towards the clergy of this 
denomination was notorious; in fact, he could not do too 
much to aid those of like faith with himself. 

Mr. Harding's chief characteristics were energy and 
industry. It was not the desire of acquiring rapidly, but a 
desire always to attain the best results, to make the most of 
everything. 

His fine pasturage he made profitable by taking horses 
and mules from Nashville to feed, and by supplying almost 
daily the city or town market with his choice hay; no one 
raised better, for which reason he often had from one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred horses to pasture. 

Then his mill was made profitable, and his excellent 
blacksmith-shop had an immense run of business; from all 
these sources, as well as others, came large revenues, which 
were invested in farming-lands. These added acres received 
the best of culture. His kind and paternal care of his slaves 
secured from them faithful services; he never separated a 
family of slaves, never bought and sold them on speculation; 
the number left his son were the increase of a small number 
received from his father by inheritance. 

John Harding married Miss Susannah Shute, who had 
conic into Tennessee from Virginia with her brothers and 
sisters before him. The Shute family were from Carlisle, Pa., 
and of German origin. 

His family consisted of six children, only three of whom 
grew to maturity,—viz., William G. , Elizabeth , wife of 
Joseph Clay, of North Carolina, and Amanda , who married 
Frank McGavock, of Nashville.  
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John Harding died at” Belle Meade," where he had 
resided since about 1860; lie was eighty-seven years old at t 
he time of his decease. 

He is remembered throughout this country as a brave, 
honest, enterprising, liberal, and loyal man. 

WILLIAM D. PHILIPS* 

William D. Philips was born on the 10th of' June,1804, 
and died on the 15th of June, 1879, at his farm and 
residence, six miles north of Nashville, Davidson Co., Tenn. 
lie was born, raised, lived, and died on the well-known farm 
on which his father lived and died,—the” Philips" place. His 
father, Joseph Philips, was an early settler, and migrated in 
1791, with his wife, Milbry Philips, from Edgecombe Co., 
N. C., to Tennessee. His ancestry for several 'generations, 
both paternal and maternal, were natives of Edgecombe 
province under the Colonial government. 

Joseph Philips served as guide for the Continental forces, 
and participated in the battle of King's Mountain. Matthew 
Philips, brother of Joseph Philips, was colonel commanding 
a regiment of troops, and died preceding the battle of King's 
Mountain, from an over draught of water. 

William D. Philips was respected and esteemed for his 
solid and many virtues by all who knew him. His life was 
wholly a private life; he never held or sought office, but 
gave his time, mind, and life to the occupation of farming 
and agriculture. He inherited from his father about one 
thousand acres of land and several families of slaves. He 
was not of age when he came into his possessions and 
government and control of his farm. His education was as 
good and liberal as the times allowed; for a time a pupil of 
the Rev. Thomas B. Craighead. He was not a man of letters 
or literary taste, but of active life and deeds his film and its 
laborers were well governed and conducted; he gave it his 
care, skill, and judgment, and it was his pride and pleasure 
to the day of his death. 

William D. Philips married early in life, as soon as of age, 
Susan P. Clark, daughter of Thomas A. Clark, of South West 
Point, East Tennessee, a sister of James P. Clark, of 
Nashville, which led to a close, intimate friendship between 
these persons, which was that of brothers, and lasted as long 
as life, and continued to exist between their families after the 
death of Mrs. Philips, whose married life was of short 
duration, and died without issue. 

In 1828 he married Eliza Dwyer, daughter of Daniel 
Dwyer, a merchant of Franklin, Tenn., a genial Irish 
gentleman, she herself being a native of Ireland, and a type 
of the most beautiful Irish lady, cheerful, warm, and 
cheering all brought within her circle, always kind, cordial, 
and gentle. She became a model farmer's wife, serving and 
in person directing the household and its affairs in-doors. All 
went well under her gentle but firm control and 
management. She was happy herself, and always cordial to 
her husband's relatives,—a large connection, and frequent 
visitors. 

William D. Philips was not a common, but an uncommon, 
man in his person and character. He had a good physique, 

                                                 
* Br John Trimble. 

was in stature six feet high, well formed, and developed in 
his person by 'active life in the open air. He was a practical 
man wholly, dark hazel eyes, auburn hair, impulsive, quick 
in his movements, and withal impulsive temperament, yet 
self-controlled in a high degree. He went to bed early, rose 
before the sun, and regular in his habits, a very moderate 
eater at all of his meals for his active life and habits. He was 
very industrious and diligent in the management of his farm, 
and “All over it his foot-tracks were to be found and the 
effects of his eyes were to be seen." He was always glad to 
have his relatives, friends, and other persons to visit him, 
and made them welcome at an abundant old Virginia or 
North Carolina table spread with the best. 

He was not an avaricious or ambitious man, had high self-
respect and pride of character, had plenty, determined 
always to have plenty and to spare, and gave with unstinted 
generosity when real charity was demanded. Never sought to 
be popular in a popular sense, but placed a high value on 
character; had great pride of character; desired to possess the 
good will and respect of his fellow-citizens, but never 
sought it directly. 

There was not a trace of guile or deceit or meanness in his 
nature or character; in fact, lie despised all deceit, hypocrisy, 
and sham so much that probably it sent him in the other 
direction. It made him seem abrupt, harsh, arid short in his 
speech and manners. He repulsed in manner, but always 
gave when a case was presented. He always gave, but there 
was not seemingly grace in his manner; perhaps there was 
an imperiousness of slavery and master in his manner of 
which he was not conscious, and which is in the spirit of the 
institution itself, and from which no large slave-owner was 
exempt, not even Washington himself. Notwithstanding this 
manner outside, there was in his heart much real, genuine, 
warm, kind feeling and humanity. Many anecdotes are told 
to illustrate this kindness of his nature and seeming 
unkindness of manner. 

His good wife understood him, and his sterling qualities 
were known to her. She respected and loved him, and, 
though different in manners, they lived a long life of entire 
harmony. He knew his wife, and fully appreciated and loved 
her gentle, winning ways and character. When she died, as 
she did some years before his death, her death brought home 
upon and within him a deep, inconsolable grief, which went 
with him to his grave. 

This man, the product of our times and society, was at the 
core of hint a sound man, a real, genuine man, no sham or 
hollow man wearing the mask of goodness to cover up a 
false and selfish nature. 

On Monday evening, June 16, 1879, his mortal remains 
were deposited in the family burial-place on his farm, and 
Ire sleeps with his father, his mother, and his beloved wife, 
mother of his children, and two children, on the farm upon 
which he was born, raised, lived, and died, and which he 
loved so well. He was the father of seven children by his 
wife Eliza Dwyer, of whom two sons and two daughters 
survive him. His sister, Mrs. Martha Martin, the last of a 
large family of brothers and sisters, still lives, at the age of 
eighty-nine years, beloved by all who know her. 
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COL. WILLOUGHBY WILLIAMS 

Col. Willoughby Williams is a North Carolinian by birth, 
having been born near Snowhill, in what is now Greene 
County, on the 14th of June, 1798. His father was a 
Welshman and was a major in the Revolution, surviving 
through the war, and although his widow, the mother of Col. 
Williams, afterwards married Governor McMinn, by some 
special legislation she drew a pension during her life. She 
lived to quite an advanced age, and died in 1856. She was 
the daughter of Col. James Glasgow, who was at one time 
Secretary of State of North Carolina. 

Col. Williams married Miss Nancy D. Nichols, the 
daughter of Capt. John Nichols, a most estimable lady, with 
whom he lived, using his own words,” in the most perfect 
love and harmony for twenty-one years, when she died, 
causing such a shock to my feelings that I was only 
sustained by the consciousness that neither in word nor deed 
had I ever caused a tear to fall from her eye or a pang to 
cross her bosom." For thirty-five years he has remained a 
widower, preferring the sweet memories of a happy married 
life to the risk of experimenting in sacred relations. From the 
death of his wife, his life has been devoted—constant, 
unceasing labor—to the children of his happy marriage. Of 
nine children born six are still living, to wit: John H. 
Williams, Mary Jane McNairy, widow of Col. B. C. 
McNairy, McLemore H. Williams, Willoughby Williams, 
Jr., Ellen , wife of Marion W. Lewis, Nancy D. , wife of C. 
A. Nichol, Robert N. Williams married the daughter of 
Samuel D. Morgan, and died leaving a family of children. 
Andrew J. was killed in the late war. The other child died in 
infancy. 

The highest point in the life of our subject is a virtue 
based on superior judgment, which has been developed in 
but few characters, to wit: that of persistently eschewing the 
allurements of office and firmly resisting all attempts to 
bring him into public life to the detriment of a loving and 
beloved family, and to the substitution of petty annoyances 
for the sweet enjoyment of a happy paternal home. 

When a young man Col. Williams was for six years 
sheriff of Davidson County, and now in his declining years 
be remembers with the greatest pleasure that after going out 
of office he was never in a single instance called on to 
explain one of his many official acts. 

At one time—about 1837—the president of the Bank of 
Tennessee having resigned, in his absence he, being at the 
time engaged in planting in Florida, was without his 
knowledge unanimously elected president of the bank, 
which was in suspension, and in the estimation of the 'board 
of directors imperatively demanded for its restoration his 
superior and well-known financial skill. This he, upon 
notice, promptly •declined; but, coming home, his friends, 
Governor Carroll, George W. Campbell, and others, 
prevailed on him for the safety of the then comparatively 
new State bank and for the good of the Democratic party, for 
which he was always willing to work, to accept. Continuing 
in this position only until he brought about resumption, he 
resigned and resumed control of his private affairs. Planting 
in Florida during the Seminole war was so hazardous that he 
broke up and moved most of his slaves to Arkansas, where 

he remained planting until the war came, which emancipated 
his slaves. Having about five hundred slaves, he removed 
them to the Brazos Bottom, Texas, and remained with them 
during the war, and then brought them (free people) back to 
Arkansas. 

The and of the war not only brought the emancipation of 
his slaves, but found him in debt, mostly as surety for his 
friends, about three hundred thousand dollars. Nearly all in a 
like situation went into bankruptcy; but though nearly 
seventy years old he resolved to struggle through, and now 
he is entirely out of debt and one of the most successful 
planters in Arkansas. 

Still making Tennessee his home, as lie always has done, 
be spends about half his time on his plantation in Arkansas, 
looking closely after his large planting interests, and by his 
superior judgment is making the raising of cotton profitable 
to himself as well as large numbers of his former slaves. His 
relations with them are of a most friendly character; he 
knowing their weaknesses and they knowing his worth, the 
rights of each are never infracted. 

Col. Williams' father died when he was only four years 
old, at a camp near Dandridge, in East Tennessee, when the 
family were moving from North Carolina. 

While very young, Willoughby went into a store at 
Knoxville, and worked as a store-boy on a salary sufficient 
to buy his clothes, and then for a time at Abingdon, Va. His 
mother having stopped in Roane County, in East Tennessee, 
after the death of his father, he came first to Nashville, 
riding on horseback in company with her to visit his two 
aunts, Mrs. Col. Donelson, whose husband was the brother 
of Mrs. Jackson, and Mrs. Judge Robert Whyte. Remaining 
for nearly a year that time, he was much at the house of Gen. 
Jackson, and, being a boy of quick perception, he imbibed 
many of his lifetime ways from that early visit to the coming 
great hero. His next visit to Nashville was in 1813, when he 
witnessed, and is the only living man now who did witness, 
the fight between Jackson and the Bentons. Nashville 
became his home in 1818. The connection between himself 
and the Jackson family brought him, at a very early day, into 
close relations with the old general, and it can be said with 
absolute certainty that of all the men now living, none were 
so close to Gen. Jackson for so long a time. A man of the 
greatest prudence, and himself of unbounded popularity, of 
good address and courtly manners, and firmly fixed in all 
the principles of a Democratic government, Gen. Jackson 
looked upon hint through all his struggles as one of his 
staunchest and most reliable friends. 

The relations between Col. Williams and Gen. Sam 
Houston, at the time in the history of that great man when he 
resigned the office of Governor and put Tennessee's greatest 
secret under cover, of separating from his wife without tell 
the world the cause, were of a most intimate and confidential 
character. It was to him that Gen. Houston perhaps first 
communicated his purpose, and to him were entrusted some 
of the details of this most extraordinary move; but it is due 
to the memory of the hero of San Jacinto that so far as Col. 
Williams knows or believes, he never, through his long life, 
communicated to any living person the secrets of this 
domestic tragedy.  





HISTORY OF DAVIDSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

 415

Through a life now turning into the eighty-third year Col. 
Williams has been a man of strict temperance and uniform 
habits, never intoxicated, and never playing even a game of 
cards for amusement. He attributes his success in life in a 
great measure to the advice given him by his lifetime friend 
and adviser, Gen. Jackson. With him, next to the sweet 
memory of his 'wife and the love of his children, the name 
of Andrew Jackson is most sacred. He is a living evidence of 
what has become historic, to wit: that Gen. Jackson's friends 
were devoted to him in a wonderful manner, exceeding even 
the devotion of Napoleon's followers. 

He has lately, with his own hand, written up the early 
events of Davidson County, giving families, their marriages 
and deaths, together with localities, roads, and many 
incidents of early life in Davidson County, which for detail 
is without a parallel, coming from one man's recollection of 
old times. 

Col. Williams is above medium size, remarkably erect, 
with a strong face full of decision as well as benevolence. 
He is one of the most companionable of men, quick of 
speech, accurate in thought, chaste in language, exceedingly 
neat in person, and in his memory of past events and people 
he has no peer. He is a living library of all that has taken 
place in Tennessee, of a public nature, since 1809. 

ADAM GILLESPIE ADAMS 

Adam Gillespie Adams was born in County Tyrone, 
Ireland, July 12, 1820. He was one of a family of twelve 
children, consisting of nine boys and three girls. His father, 
besides being a farmer, was a blacksmith. His mother's 
maiden name was Jane Gillespie; both sides of the family 
are of Scotch-Irish descent. This title means that the North 
of Ireland was largely settled by Scotch; the descendants are 
therefore justly called Scotch-Irish. 

His early life was surrounded by the air of piety; the 
religious influence of his mother is most gratefully 
acknowledged by the subject of this sketch. 

Besides the advantages of a rudimentary school near 
home, Adam bad town school privileges. He entered a 
wholesale establishment at the age of twelve years, and 
remained in this house till he was nineteen years old, when, 
with a younger brother, he emigrated to America. 

It should be noted that he had acquired in his seven years' 
services with his first employer a wide experience in 
merchandise and men. The firm dealt in a great variety of 
domestic and foreign goods, and only in a wholesale way; 
they handled grain, lumber, iron, groceries, liquors, and 
tobacco. But Adam had steadily carried out his mother's 
instructions, and never made habitual use of either of the 
two articles last named. 

Landing in New York in 1839, Mr. Adams undertook the 
long journey to Nashville, Tenn., where he had two brothers 
and many relatives living. He arrived there July 1st, having 
refused then, as he always has since, to travel on Sunday. 

He secured employment as a clerk with Eakin Bros., who, 
while they were in the wholesale line in Nashville, had two 
retail stores in Shelbyville, Tenn., where he spent over a 
year. Returning to the wholesale house at Nashville, he 

remained with them until 1850, when, on the death of two of 
the firm, he became a partner. 

His first year's salary with this firm was one hundred and 
fifty dollars, and, though it was advanced from time to time, 
he saved a larger percentage from this small salary than 
from that of any other year. 

In 1858 a division of the business occurred, and Mr. 
Adams, taking the boots and shoes and clothing 
departments, withdrew, and bought the old Eakin & Bros. 
house, on the public square, and continued under the firm-
name of A. G. Adams & Co. 

In 1849, Mr. Adams made a trip to his home in Ireland. 
On his return he was strongly tempted to remove his 
business to New York City; but the sight of the glorious 
country and the noble people of Middle Tennessee, from 
which and from whom he had been so far absent, revived his 
admiration, and he resolved to live permanently in 
Nashville. 

Mr. Adams was dedicated to God in baptism at the age of 
fifteen years; made a public profession of religion in the 
Presbyterian Church, and has always taken an active interest 
in her welfare. 

In 1842 he was one of the first movers in organizing the 
Second Presbyterian Church; he was elected an elder, and 
also superintendent of its Sabbath-school in 1843, and held 
the office till 1862. 

In 1866, on his return from New York, where he had 
resided during the greater part of the civil war, he was 
elected superintendent of the Sabbath-school and a ruling 
elder in the First Presbyterian Church; both of these 
positions he has held ever since. 

Resuming business after the war, under the former name 
of A. G. Adams & Co., and continuing under that name till 
1876, when the present firm-style of Adams, Throne & Co., 
was announced, he is now one of the oldest wholesale 
merchants on the square. 

Mr. Adams whole soul has been interested in the cause of 
religion. His church and Sabbath-school have been his 
chosen field of labor outside the duties of his business life. 

He has held the office of treasurer of the National Bible 
Society since 1854; also the position of director in the Union 
Bank of Tennessee, to which he was elected in 1854, and in 
that connection passed through the trying times which all the 
banks experienced in the civil war. Mr. Adams was also a 
director in the Tennessee Marine and Fire Insurance 
Company, now closed, and has lately been persuaded to take 
the presidency of the Equitable Fire Insurance Company. He 
took an active part in the establishment of the first cotton-
mill in Nashville, the” Tennessee Manufacturing Company," 
which now is in successful operation; he was elected a 
member of the first board of directors, which position he 
still holds. 

At a public meeting of the citizens of Nashville to take 
steps to celebrate their Centennial (April 24, 1880), Mr. 
Adams was appointed chairman of the committee of 
reception, and by virtue of this appointment was constituted 
a member of the board of directors of the Centennial 
Commission. 
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Mr. Adams has been twice married,—first, in 1846, to 
Susan Porterfield, daughter of Francis Porterfield and 
Malinda Morgan, after whose death he married, in 1851, 
Mary J. Strickler, of Shelbyville, Tenn., daughter of 
Benjamin Strickler and Sarah Eakin. By this marriage he 
had eight children,—five sons and three daughters. 

In the community in which he resides Mr. Adams is 
highly esteemed as a public-spirited, honest, and upright 
man; a man of sound judgment, courteous and elegant 
manners, kindly sympathies, and strong religious tendencies. 

 

 

WILLIAM H. JACKSON 

William H. Jackson was born in Paris, Henry Co., Tenn., 
Oct. 1, 1835. His father, Dr. A. Jackson, and his mother, 
Mary W. Hurt, both natives of Virginia, were married in 
1829, and removed to West Tennessee in 1830. The only 
surviving children of this marriage were William H. and 
Howell E. Jackson, the latter now an eminent lawyer of 
Jackson, Tenn. 

The subject of this sketch was reared amid good and 
wholesome precepts in the home circle, and sound 
instruction in the school and church. 

Possessed of a sanguine spirit, his fearless bravery and 
warm espousal of the weaker side in boyhood's strife 
secured him strong friends and ardent admirers. His 
impetuosity of spirit and love of adventure made field sports 
more attractive than the monotonous duties of the school, 
and clearly foreshadowed his manhood. 

While a member of the senior class of the 'West 
Tennessee College he received the appointment of cadet at 
West Point, and entered that institution in 1852. 

The discipline of the military school was of the greatest 
benefit in its influence on the restless and ambitious spirit., 
and at the same time the prospects of a military life opened 
up broader fields and presented strong stimulus to exertion. 
He graduated with credit in the large class of 1856, and after 
the usual furlough at home, he reported in the fall of the 
same year at the cavalry school of instruction at Carlisle, 
Pa., to Col. Charles May, of Mexican war fame. One year 
later he joined his regiment of Mounted Rifles, U.S.A., then 
stationed in various parts of Texas and New Mexico. He 
remained in this frontier service as second lieutenant under 
Col. W. W. Loring from 1857 to the spring of 1861. In this 
connection full scope was given his love of adventure in 
following Indian trails and the exciting incidents peculiar to 
this branch of military service. Individuality was developed, 
self-reliance constantly exercised, perils encountered, and 
bravery stimulated. 

For persistence in duty and gallantry in action he was 
frequently complimented, not only from regimental 
headquarters, but from the headquarters at Washington. 

At the commencement of the civil war he was operating 
against the Apaches in the vicinity of Fort Staunton, New 
Mexico. 

Viewed from the standpoint of that day, it was to be 
expected that our young cavalry officer should take sides 

with the South. There resided his family, his dearest friends, 
his childhood associates. While separating with regret from 
his companions in arms who had with him stood the brunt of 
many an Indian onslaught, or participated with him in the 
fierce attack on savage hordes, yet without hesitation he 
decided to go with his native State in the conflict. His 
decision adds another to the many instances illustrating the 
controlling influence of the accident of birth. 

In pursuance of his resolve to aid his native State, Lieut. 
Jackson tendered his resignation, turned over to the proper 
officer of the United States army every cent of government 
funds and every description of public property in his 
possession, and, in company with Col. Crittenden, of 
Kentucky, made his way into Texas, ran the blockade at 
Galveston, reached New Orleans, sent in the tender of his 
services through Maj. Longstreet to the Confederate 
government., and was at once commissioned captain of 
artillery by the Governor of Tennessee. 

After performing various duties he was assigned at New 
Madrid in 1861 to the command of a battery of light 
artillery. At the battle of Belmont, being unable to land his 
battery, Capt. Jackson, by order of Gen. Pillow, led an 
infantry charge against a portion of the United States troops, 
and was wounded in the side with a minie-ball, which he 
still carries,—a striking reminiscence of the horors of war. 

After recovering from what was at the time supposed to be 
a mortal wound, he was promoted to a coloneley and 
assigned to the command of the Sixth Tennessee and First 
Mississippi Cavalry, then operating in West Tennessee and 
Mississippi. 

At the taking of Holly Springs, Col. Jackson, for gallant 
conduct, was promoted brigadier-general, and in command 
of cavalry took part in all the various movements of Gens. 
Hardee, Polk, and Joe Johnston, commanding the cavalry on 
the left wing in the memorable Georgia campaign. 

Among other military services was his engagement with 
the dashing Kilpatrick at Lovejoy's Station, leading with 
Forrest the Confederate advance into Tennessee and 
covering the retreat of Hood. For this he was recommended 
for promotion to a division, and was assigned to the 
command of Forrest's old division, with the Texas brigade 
added. With this fine command he operated until the close of 
the war, when lie was assigned by Gen. Dick Taylor on the 
part of the Confederates, and Gen. Dennis on the part of the 
United States army, as commissioner for the parole of troops 
at Gainesville, Ala., and Columbus, Miss. 

To delineate fully the part Gen. Jackson played in the civil 
war is not our purpose; it is not necessary to place before the 
reader so voluminous a history as would be requisite to do 
justice to the subject. His characteristics are what we seek; 
these stamp him as a man of high type. 

He engaged in the service of the South from a sense of 
imperative duty. He gave to the cause unquestioned ability. 
His courage was spontaneous and impetuous. His training 
and experience gave him coolness and sound judgment. He 
was chivalrous to his foes, and disposed always to conduct 
war upon the principles of civilized usage, with as little of 
severity and harshness as its barbarous nature permitted. 
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AFTER THE WAR 

The war closed, and, with the same resolute purpose that 
had always actuated his life, Gen. Jackson engaged in 
agriculture. Taking charge of his father's planting interest, he 
managed two farms, organizing a mixed force of white and 
colored labor, superintending their work with judgment, and 
securing profitable results. 

He engaged in agriculture with all his characteristic 
energy of purpose; bringing to bear a quick and observant 
mind, he has gained a distinction in his new field of labor 
not inferior to the fame which he earned for himself in the 
profession of arms. 

For three or four years he thus superintended the culture 
of cotton in West Tennessee. 

In December, 1868, he married Miss Selene Harding, the 
daughter of Gen. W. G. Harding, of Belle Meade, near 
Nashville, Tenn., one of the most eminent agriculturists and 
stock-raisers of the South. For this happy change of his life, 
habits, and tastes he is indebted to the lost cause, to his 
connection with the Methodist Episcopal Church, to his 
marriage, and subsequent intimate association with his 
father-in-law, one of the most extensive and successful 
farmers of' Tennessee. 

Gen. Jackson's pre-eminent qualifications in his now 
chosen field of labor have been so appreciated that he has 
already filled the offices of president of the National 
Agricultural Congress, president of the Farmers' Association 
of Tennessee, president of the Bureau of Agriculture for the 
State, and president of' the executive board of the” Rural 
Sun Publishing Company,” a weekly journal devoted to 
Southern agriculture, also Master of the Heart of Oak 
Grange of Patrons of Husbandry at Nashville. 

From the Bureau of Agriculture for the State was issued 
that comprehensive and highly-valued work entitled” The 
Resources of Tennessee." 

An uncommon feature in connection with the issue of this 
work should be recorded. As the fiscal agent of the State for 
the disbursement of all requisite expenses in the publication 
of this work, Gen. Jackson delivered to the State the 
cheapest piece of printing for a public document it has ever 
received, and he actually returned to its treasury an 
unexpended sum of over six thousand dollars. For this and 
other services to the State and county he has never received 
one cent of compensation, for he never would accept it. 

Gen. Jackson's children are three in number,—viz., 
Eunice, now nine years old; William Harding, now five 
years old; and Selene Harding, three years of age. 

Since the close of the war Gen. Jackson has been one of 
the foremost men in the South in all that tends to elevate the 
profession of agriculture, and to unite the North and the 
South as one fraternity, in order that the workers in the soil 
might realize their full value as a great factor in the scale of 
national importance and power. 

In politics he is a Democrat, taking interest in county, 
State, and national affairs, but has wisely concluded not to 
enter the political field, regarding it as equally as disturbing 
and unsettling as the military life, and the fruits in old age as 
unsatisfactory in the one life as in the other. 

NATHAN ADAMS 

Nathan Adams, the subject of this sketch, although not a 
native of Davidson Co., Tenn., came here at so early an age 
that he may be said to be identified with the county and 
State as truly as many of those who were born here. A native 
of' the beautiful town of Strabane, Ireland, Nathan Adams 
was brought by his parents, in 1814, at the age of four years, 
to America, landing at New York, where his father had 
already a brother settled and prospering in business; we 
allude to the lamented and universally respected John 
Adams, who had emigrated to this country in 1794, and who 
for twenty-eight years held the honorable position of 
president of the Fulton Bank of New York City, and for 
even longer periods the responsible posts of treasurer of the 
New York Hospital and of the American Bible Society. 

The parents of Nathan Adams proceeded at once to 
Philadelphia, where, in less than three years, the father died, 
leaving his widow with a large family of three sons and 
eight daughters, one of the latter having married and 
removed to Nashville, Tenn., with her husband, our former 
well-known citizen, George Crockett, Sr. 

Soon the widow resolved to follow this married daughter, 
and during the year 1817 the whole family were settled in 
Nashville, Nathan, then seven years old, being the youngest 
child. Few of the old citizens of Nashville will fail to 
remember the gentle, loving mother of this numerous 
family, and her unremitting labors in rearing and educating 
them. Her uniform steadfastness of purpose and her quiet, 
unobtrusive piety insured her the respect of all who knew 
her, from the highest to the lowest, our noble President, 
Andrew Jackson himself, never leaving his home for 
Washington City without calling to say” Good-by" to Mrs. 
Adams. With such a mother, young Nathan was sure to have 
careful training; and, after receiving a good English 
education, at the age of nineteen it was thought best that he 
should” go West" to seek his fortune. He set out, therefore, 
and located, in 1829, in Covington, Tenn., where he was 
engaged for three years in mercantile business. During his 
residence there he was elected vice-president of the first 
Bible society organized in that section of country. From 
Covington, Mr. Adams removed to Wesley, Tenn., where, in 
1833, he married Grace Arlington Stanton, only daughter of 
Joseph B. Stanton; and in 1835, relinquishing business, he 
devoted himself to agricultural pursuits, to which he adhered 
until the death of his wife, which occurred in November, 
1877. 

In 1869, Mr. Adams was elected president of the 
Memphis and Ohio Railroad Company, and continued in 
that position until its consolidation with the Louisville and 
Nashville Railroad Company. In 1873 he was appointed by 
Governor John C. Brown commissioner from the State of 
Tennessee to Vienna, and also by the Chamber of 
Commerce of Memphis, Tenn., as its representative at the 
same exposition. Mr. Adams was also appointed by 
Governor Porter one of the commissioners from Tennessee 
to represent the State at the Geographical Congress and 
Syndicate of Trade at Paris, France, in 1875; and again to 
represent Tennessee at the International Industrial 
Exhibition in Paris in 1878. After spending part of five years 
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in the various countries of Europe in foreign travel, Mr. 
Adams, after an absence of fifty years, has now returned to 
the home of his youth to pass the remainder of his life. 
There is something touching in the return of such a man to 
the scene of his boyhood days, and it argues well for the 
attractiveness of our little "City of Rocks," implanted as it is 
in the very garden-spot of our own loved Tennessee. 

We must not omit to touch upon the religious record of 
Mr. Adams, so well begun at the early age of twenty-one as 
the vice-president of a Bible society. Becoming a member of 
the church in 1842, he was ordained an elder the same year 
in the Presbyterian Church at Emmaus, Haywood Co., 
Tenn., of which church he continued an elder until its 
removal to Stanton, Tenn. There, in this village named for 
his wife's father, Mr. Adams contributed between four 
thousand and five thousand dollars to erect a Presbyterian 
church, in which he was a ruling elder until his recent 
removal to Nashville. This generous act of Mr. Adams is but 
one of many that might be selected to show the munificent, 
liberal spirit of our esteemed fellow-citizen. That little 
village church, as well as the magnificent Stanton Block, 
erected as a memorial to the memory of his wife's father, J. 
B. Stanton, in Memphis, Tenn., by Mr. Adams, are living 
monuments of his desire to benefit his fellow-men and of his 
enterprising public spirit. His many relatives and friends can 
testify to the fact that he is one of those with whom” it is 
more blessed to give than to receive,” and the numerous 
instances in which, for years past, he has caused” the 
widow's heart to sing for joy, ”and has” delivered the poor 
that cried, and him that had none to help," will surely bring 
upon him the” blessing of those who were ready to perish" 
here, and an unfading crown of glory hereafter. May he long 
remain with us! 

 

CAPT. WILLIAM PHILLIPS 

Capt. William Phillips, one of the oldest and most highly-
respected citizens of the county, and long a successful 
merchant of Nashville, died at his residence, a few miles 
north of the city, Feb. 17, 1880, of pneumonia, after an 
illness of about four days. Capt. Phillips was born in the 
State of Pennsylvania, moved to Ohio at the age of fifteen, 
and at the age of nineteen, thrown upon his own resources, 
went manfully to work at the first employment that 
offered,—as deck-hand on a steamboat. It thus happened 
that be first came to Nashville. As an illustration of his pluck 
and energy at this time it may be mentioned that on one 
occasion he walked all the way from this city to Smithland 
to reach a boat with which he had engaged. His rapid 
promotion afterwards was due to his sterling qualities. He 
successfully filled every position on a steamboat, from deck-
hand up to captain, and for years was one of' the most 
reliable and successful of Western navigators. He first 
embarked in mercantile business in this city with Mr. Henry 
Hart, under the firm-name of Phillips & Hart, on the north 
side of the public square. He subsequently formed a 
partnership with Mr. L. H. Lanier, and the firm of Lanier & 
Phillips was continued for fifteen years, and up to the 
breaking out of the late war. The same firm in 1865 and 

1866 continued the business in the city of Cincinnati for 
about a year. In 1867 he returned to Nashville and formed a 
partnership with Mr. John W. Terrass, which continued for 
two years. He then engaged in the business of pork—
packing with his brother-in-law, Andrew Hooper, and the 
late Capt. Len Hooper, which business was continued for 
about three years. In 1872 he formed a partnership with his 
son, Mr. C. H. Phillips, and Mr. George M. Jackson, under 
the firm-name of Phillips, Jackson & Co., which firm still 
exists. Capt. Phillips had reached the age of seventy-one 
years at the time of his death, and died at the old homestead, 
where he had resided for many years, on the Dickerson 
turnpike, a few miles north of the city. He leaves a wife, 
whom he married April 15, 1846, and seven children, as 
follows: two sons, C. H.  and W. K. Phillips, and five 
daughters,—Mrs. Mary Bang, wife of W. F. Bang, Jr.; Mrs. 
Ella Connell, wife of A. P. Connell; Mrs. Bettie Connell, 
wife of Walter Connell; and two unmarried daughters, Laura  
and Mattie , the youngest aged six years. 

In his death Nashville has lost one of her best citizens, and 
one whose past life can be held up to the young as an 
example of what is in store for those who follow the course 
he pursued. He won the confidence of all with whom he 
come in contact, and proved himself worthy of those who 
confided in him. After life's tempestuous voyage, let us hope 
he has found a haven of rest. 

As a tribute to the memory of the late Capt. Phillips, the 
Merchants' Exchange at a meeting held Feb. 17, 1880, 
adopted the following: 

"Whereas, We have received the sad intelligence of the 
death of Capt. Phillips, which occurred at his residence near 
this city at six o'clock this morning, and 

"Whereas, For fifty years Capt. Phillips has been closely 
identified with the business interests of our city, and, at the 
time of his death, was one of the oldest and most highly-
esteemed 'merchants of the city,—eventually a self-made 
man,—commencing life under serious and, to some, 
insurmountable difficulties, he rose through the power of 
native intellect and industrious application to an honored 
position in life to which few men attain. As a man, he was 
modest and retiring; as a citizen, public-spirited and 
charitable; as a merchant, honest and just in all his dealings; 
as a friend, unyielding in his attachment; as a husband and 
father, devoted and true. He fully exemplified throughout his 
entire life that he was, indeed, an honest man. He recognized 
his responsibility to God, and was a faithful and devout 
Christian. 

“Resolved, That in the death of Capt. Phillips this 
Exchange has last one of its most valued and highly-
esteemed members. 

“Resolved, That we extend our condolence to his family 
in this sad hour of their affliction. 

“Resolved, That we do attend his funeral, and that the 
merchants on the streets through which the procession may 
pass be requested to close their doors. 

“Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be spread 
upon the minutes of the Exchange, a copy presented to his 
family, and furnished the city papers for publication." 
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GEN. WILLIAM G. HARDING 

Gen. William G. Harding was born Sept 15, 1808, in a log 
cabin now standing at” Belle Meade," near Nashville, at that 
time the home of his parents, who were John Harding and 
his wife, Susannah Shute. 

Mr. Harding's family trace their lineage to Martin 
Harding, the Huguenot. The Shute family emigrated from 
Pennsylvania to Tennessee previous to 1798, and were 
among the early settlers of the State. 

The characteristics of Gen. Harding's youth were energy, 
courage, and unswerving devotion to truth. His education in 
the primary branches of reading, writing, and arithmetic was 
acquired in such schools as the neighborhood afforded at 
that time, his schooling interrupted by work on the farm (his 
father believing that a valuable part of education was to 
teach a boy how to work.) 

At the age of fourteen years he entered the Nashville 
University, of which Dr. Philip Lindsley was president. His 
associates were not of a studious bent, clever but wild boys. 
Their bad influence was recognized by young Harding, and, 
with a decision of character uncommon for his years, he 
communicated to his father his conviction that the only 
practical course for him was to seek another school. His 
father advised him to return to his class and resist the 
influences about him; but said young Harding,” These boys 
are my friends; I will not offend them; my only way is to 
leave the school and seek another." Receiving permission to 
make his own selection, he set out from home at the age of 
sixteen, and examined for himself how discipline was 
maintained at Princeton, N. J., and Harvard College, at 
Cambridge, Mass. He also visited Middletown, Conn., 
where” The American Literary and Scientific Academy," 
taught by that highly accomplished military man and ripe 
scholar, Capt. Alden Partridge, formerly superintendent of 
West Point Military Academy, was located. 

Carefully examining the routine and curriculum, and 
being highly pleased with its management, he entered the 
latter school, a total stranger to professors and students; 
keeping himself aloof from his associates, he formed no 
intimate relations before he had ample opportunities to 
become acquainted with the characters of his fellows. 

He graduated in 1829. His course was marked by studious 
ways and high military habits and bearing, holding every 
office in his company from corporal to captain. He was also 
inspector of the corps of cadets, the highest military office of 
the institution. 

The school embraced among its students while young 
Harding was in attendance such distinguished gentlemen as 
Horatio Seymour, of New York; Harry Seymour, of 
Connecticut; Iturbide, of Mexico; Col. M. H. Sanford, of 
New York, now the proprietor of the justly celebrated 
breeding farm” North Elkhorn," Kentucky; ex-Governor 
Hoge, of North Carolina, and many others equally 
distinguished in the civil offices of the country. 

The only certificate of graduation ever given in Capt. 
Partridge's own handwriting was given to young Harding. 
The certificate closes with the following words: 

"I hereby recommend William G. Harding, a graduate of 
this institution, as a scholar, a gentleman, and a soldier, to 
all whom it may concern." 

A strong and lasting friendship sprang up between Capt. 
Partridge and young Harding. On leaving his Alma Mater he 
persuaded his instructor to accompany him to his home in 
Tennessee. While her, they both visited Gen. Andrew 
Jackson, in whom they found a congenial spirit, since both 
Partridge and Harding were possessed of many of the traits 
of character that distinguished the old hero. 

On the 17th of November, 1829, Mr. Harding was married 
to Miss Mary Selene McNairy (daughter of Nathaniel 
McNairy, and his wife, née Catharine Hobson), of Nashville, 
Tenn. By this marriage he has one son living,—viz., John 
Harding. After his marriage he settled in a log cabin on what 
is known as the” Stone's River Farm," where he lived a 
plain, retired, and economical life, engaged in cotton-
growing. He was the first in this section to ship hay to New 
Orleans and corn to Charleston, S. C., by rail. His wife died 
in 1837, and in 1839 his father turned over to him the” Belle 
Meade Estate," then comprising about fourteen hundred 
acres of land and about one hundred and twenty-five slaves 
of all ages. He has here resided to the present time, 
constantly giving his personal attention to his plantation, and 
adding adjoining acres to the estate to make room for the 
increase of his negroes. He was opposed, as his father before 
him had been, to purchasing slaves. He was also opposed to 
trusting his slaves under the charge of an overseer; 
consequently he would never invest in a cotton or sugar 
plantation, but kept his slaves around him. He was in this 
course declining what was regarded as the more profitable 
method of working slave labor, but preferring what. he 
considered as the more humane. Rather than mortify his 
Negroes and separate their families, he enlarged his 
plantation and kept them under his own supervision. 

During the civil war his slaves remained faithful to him, 
and a goodly number of them remain with him at the present 
time. He cares for them in sickness and in health as 
formerly; they are a contented, happy set, well fed, well 
clothed, fat, sleek, and merry. 

On the 2d of January, 1840, he married his second wife, 
Miss Elizabeth McGavock (daughter of Randal McGavock 
and his wife, née Sarah Rogers, of Franklin, Tenn.). By this 
marriage he has left two daughters,—Selene, the eldest, the 
wife of Gen. W. H. Jackson, the present assistant of Gen. 
Harding in the management of” Belle Meade,” and Mary 
Elizabeth , the wife of Judge Howell E. Jackson (brother of 
Gen. W. H. Jackson), and a lawyer of eminence, residing in 
Jackson, West Tennessee. Mrs. Harding died Aug. 9, 1867. 

Gen. Harding has been a leading agriculturist and 
stockbreeder in his State. He has taken great interest in 
affairs of State and the general government. In politics he is 
a Democrat of the Jacksonian type. He was the first person 
to suggest to Dr. Overton the necessity for the construction 
of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, and labored with 
him several days before he could exact a promise from that 
gentleman to agitate the subject. Dr. Overton pronounced 
Gen. Harding wild and visionary when he first broached the 
matter. 



BIOGRAPHIES 

 420

Gen. Harding has been a reader all his life, and an 
advanced agriculturist, keeping pace with the times in the 
use of improved farming implements and machinery, and 
especially the improvement of the blooded horse. In this 
connection it will be interesting to insert his essay on” The 
Blood Horse," read before the Davidson County Farmers' 
Club: 

THE BLOOD HORSE. 

"MR. PRESIDENT AND FELLOW-MEMBERS OF THE 
DAVIDSON COUNTY FARMERS' CLUB,-At our last meeting 
I addressed to the Farmers' Club some desultory remarks on 
the relative value of the various breeds of domestic animals, 
the horse included, when you had a right, as per request of 
the club, to expect an essay on the blood horse. I will now 
proceed to comply with your just expectations. Among all 
the numerous varieties of domestic animals which a 
benevolent Providence has created for the use of man, the 
blood horse stands pre-eminent, without a compeer in the 
animal kingdom. In beauty he is without a rival,— a coat as 
fine as the finest satin; his eye, in repose, as mild and gentle 
as the lamb; under excitement as bright as the eagle and as 
bold as the lion, denoting the energy of his nature; his skin 
as thin and elastic as the fawn; his form as perfect and well 
placed as beautifully defined muscles can make it. This is 
his exterior or that which is visible to the human eye; but 
there is an interior or invisible structure which contributes 
more perhaps to his powers than even his perfect exterior 
formation. His large heart and capacious lungs give him the 
wind of the high-bred hound; his large blood-vessels and 
soft, thin skin enable him to throw off the excess of heat that 
must be generated by great and rapid exertion, especially in 
a heated atmosphere; his muscles firm and beautifully 
defined with bone of ivory texture,—all combine to give 
him strength, endurance, action, and beauty far exceeding all 
of the equine race. 

"The uninstructed in horseology may inquire, how do you 
know of this internal and invisible structure? The veterinary 
will answer, By dissection of blood horses we find 
universally large heart, capacious blood-vessels, thin skin, 
and ivory-like bone, possessing solidity and consequently 
strength far superior to coarse breeds. Therefore, when we 
know the pedigree is pure we also know that this perfect 
internal structure exists. The uninitiated may also ask, what 
do you mean by a thoroughbred or blood horse? I mean the 
horse which traces back, with certainty, through a long line 
of distinguished ancestry to the beautiful and game little 
creatures which were imported into England from the 
deserts of Arabia about the middle of the sixteenth century. 
How they came there, or by what means they had been 
brought to the degree of perfection they possessed at that 
early period, I am not able to answer. From that time to the 
present the best talent of intelligent breeders has been 
zealously and energetically employed throughout the world, 
aided too by all the leading governments (except our own) to 
develop and improve this noble animal. They have not 
failed. By attention to his comfort, with a liberal supply of 
proper food from infancy to maturity, his size has been 
enlarged, consequently his strength and speed increased; 

though beautiful when brought from his native desert, he is 
now magnificent. 

He has been made so nearly perfect that breeders of the 
present period are puzzled to know what further 
improvement can be anticipated.. He is now as large perhaps 
as desirable for all the wants of man, as beautiful as 
imagination can picture, as fleet as the wind,—under proper 
teaching and kind handling as docile as the lamb and a giant 
in strength; the kind treatment should commence when the 
animal is a day old. 

"To form an idea of the wonderful powers of the blood 
horse, we will suppose his weight to be nine hundred 
pounds, this being about the weight of race-horses. By the 
strength of his muscle he carries this weight together with 
his rider, one hundred pounds more, making one thousand 
pounds, not on a down grade, but on a horizontal line, a mile 
in one minute and forty-three seconds, almost equaling the 
power of steam. Of all animated nature the-feathered tribe 
alone can equal his speed. If we imagine a feathered monster 
of equal weight, I doubt much whether he could surpass him 
in his flight. Persons not versed in horseology have of 
course but an imperfect idea of his history or of all the care 
and labor bestowed in its preparation, or of the perfect 
reliability of the record; no human history equals it in point 
of accuracy nor human pedigree in point of purity of blood. 
His genealogy is traced, through many generations, back to 
his Eastern origin without a shadow of doubt; spurious 
pedigrees, though sometimes attempted, are easily detected 
by the experienced pedigreeist. Though the blood horse is 
more beautiful and possesses more strength (according to 
weight), more speed and durability, than any of the equine 
race, and is, therefore, justly admired by all men, but by the 
uninformed only as a beautiful creature, many of whom 
imagine he is bred for a race alone and is fit for nothing 
else,, has no other value than occasionally to contribute to 
the amusement of the public on the race-course. This is an 
egregious error; the race-course is only the school to educate 
and prepare him to exhibit his wonderful powers in 
competition with the best of the royal family,—a field the 
plebeian dare not enter, no scrub ever having won a prize 
with thoroughbred competitors. Ten drops of plebeian blood 
in one thousand would endanger his success. The race-
course is, therefore, a necessity, for through its instru-
mentality the blood horse has been brought to his present 
high degree of perfection. Human judgment is often in error, 
but on no subject More frequently than in the opinions we 
form of the relative power and value of' the horse.. It is as 
easy to judge the powers and qualities of man by the eye, 
and all will admit the fallibility of such judgment. No, my 
friends, we can only judge correctly of the intellectual and 
moral worth of our great men when we view them on the 
world's stage in competition with distinguished competitors. 
Without a theatre the world could never have known those 
distinguished delineators of human character whose names 
now fill many an honored page in human history. Without a 
race-course the world would never have known of the great 
powers of Lexington, the horse that has contributed more to 
the improvement of his race than any predecessor. I am 
aware of the prejudices existing against the race-course by 
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religionists, generally on account of its immoral tendency; 
that these prejudices are not altogether groundless, I admit, 
but that the immoralities of a well-regulated race course are 
greatly magnified by those who know the least of their 
operations, I am perfectly satisfied; that it may be still 
further improved and all objectionable features removed, I 
earnestly desire. For near forty years I have been a breeder 
of the blood horse, and an active participator in his 
education and development, and can affirm that vice and 
immorality do not necessarily attach to raising, and while, as 
before remarked, the racecourse is a necessity, for without it 
the breeder could not know the superior horses and the best 
strains to propagate, and without this knowledge his 
improvement would cease and deterioration begin. 

"Here the question arises whether we will permit this 
noble and most useful creature, which has been brought to 
his present degree of perfection by the efforts of breeders for 
the past two hundred years, and by the expenditure of as 
many millions of money, to retrograde into the coarse and 
clumsy brute he is represented previous to the introduction 
of the Arab, or go on to improve and develop still higher and 
more useful qualities. For one, I advocate his preservation, 
and at the same time call upon the moralist to unite with me 
in the effort to remove all objectionable features that may 
attach to the institution so necessary to his development. 
Beauty, speed, action, durability, and the many admirable 
qualities I claim for this magnificent animal do not 
constitute his chief — nay, nor his greatest — value. His 
mission is to improve his race. The pure and unadulterated 
blood which flows in his veins improves and gives 
additional value to all the horse family. To the children's 
pony it imparts more action, sprightliness, and beauty; to the 
saddle-horse more action, durability, and style; to the trotter, 
a class of animals at present so highly prized, and for which 
such fabulous prices are paid, blood is indispensable, for 
without it, with all his great strength, when pressed, his 
muscles will tire and grow weak for want of breath,—the 
natural result, not of his exterior formation, but of his 
defective internal organization. 

"Great speed and durability are not attained without the 
judicious infusion of blood; a thorough scrub is incapable of 
either speed or endurance. Never did blood tell with more 
effect than in the beginning of the late civil war, when the 
successes of the Southern cavalry proved more than equal to 
the North, two to one. But towards the close of the war, 
when the well-bred horses of the South fell into the 
possession of the Northern cavalry, this superiority failed to 
appear. A dash of blood is indispensable to the war-horse, 
giving not only action and durability, but courage and 
boldness, which it is said is in some degree imparted to the 
rider, hence the enlightened governments of Europe 
encourage the production of blood horses with aid from the 
national treasury,—a wise policy, that should be imitated by 
this great and rapidly-increasing government. No people on 
earth make so much use of the horse as the people of the 
United States, especially of the southern and western 
portion. Here some of my hearers may ask the question 
whether, with all the perfection you claim for the blood 
horse, you esteem him the horse of all work? I answer, no—

emphatically no. No such horse or breed exists on earth. The 
horse is now an inhabitant of all countries, of nearly every 
clime, from the torrid to the frigid zone, used by all people 
(civilized) under varied and totally different circumstances 
and for a thousand different purposes. Of course no single 
animal or breed can be best adapted to all these various 
circumstances and conditions. The children's pony and the 
slow and easy pacer for the old man would ill suit the 
dashing cavalryman, or the rapid riding of young men. 
Again, the thin hair and delicate skin of the blood horse unfit 
him for use in extreme northern regions,—as much so as the 
long and shaggy hair of the moose or reindeer disqualify or 
unfit them for dwellers in southern climates. 

"No, my friends; a benevolent Providence has made for the 
use of man a great variety of domestic animals, but no one 
breed of horses or other domestic animals best suited to the 
wants of man everywhere, in all climates, and under all 
circumstances. The stately and valuable Durham would be 
worthless in either extreme of temperature; also in all poor 
localities, where herbage is scarce, in any climate. Though I 
admit the blood horse is not the horse of all work, and best for 
all the varied uses of man everywhere and under all 
circumstances, I affirm he is better adapted to a greater variety 
of uses than any of his race. The opinions here expressed are 
not theoretical, but the result of the experience of more than 
forty years; the facts stated the result of experiments for a like 
period. The best and most durable plow-horse I ever owned was 
a thoroughbred. On a hot day, in high corn (the most severe test 
for farm stock), he could kill all the horses and mules that 
would keep up with him, without injury to himself. The best, 
most active and durable saddle-horse I ever owned was a blood 
horse. I rode this horse till he was twenty-four years of age 
before he ever fell or made a bad blunder. I then set him free, 
and had the pleasure of providing for his comfort for several 
years after. 

"The best harness-horses I have used were well bred. I find 
them more sensible, and consequently more safe and reliable. 
The best mules I ever worked were from well-bred mares. 
Indeed, no animal is more improved by a dash of blood than the 
mule. It imparts to him the action and spirit which he so greatly 
needs. 

"Since writing this essay I have read a most excellent 
editorial on the subject of Thoroughbreds and Trotting' in 
the National Live Stock Journal. In the article referred to he 
says, So far as we are advised and believe there is no 
individual fast trotter nor admitted family of trotters whose 
blood, if known, is not traceable in part to the thoroughbred. 
In other words, thoroughbred blood, if not the foundation—
the sine qua non—of speed at the trot, and, we may add, at 
any other gait, is always present where speed is found. There 
is no speed without blood; and we think the inference fair 
that none is expected.' 

"I would be pleased to quote much more from Col. 
Reynolds' sensible article, but have already extended this 
essay to an unexpected length, and will conclude it with the 
remark that my hearers have only to make the acquaintance 
of' the blood horse to become like myself his admirer and 
zealous advocate. 

"I thank you, Mr. President and gentlemen of the club, for 
the compliment and courtesy extended to me in the call upon 
me for this my first essay upon my favorite subject." 
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BLOOD-STOCK DEPARTMENT 

Belle Meade has a national reputation as the home of the” 
thoroughbred horse, “and is justly entitled to it. Gen. 
Harding has made a large outlay in this department for 
securing the most fashionable strains of blood. He has now 
three stallions,—"Enquirer" (imported), "Great Tom," and 
"John Morgan,"—also sixty-five blood mares, all of the 
choicest families. 

He has his annual sales, at which, by public outcry, the 
entire product of his thoroughbred mares are sold without 
reserve, and no by-bidding. 

Gen. Harding has retired from the turf, but takes a natural 
pride in the success of colts of his raising. Profit is now 
crowning his enterprise, begun from a taste for the blood 
horse. Gen. Harding began breeding thoroughbreds about 
1835 on a small scale,—not with the expectation of making 
money, neither with the intention of losing money. He 
therefore resolved never to bet a cent on the result of any 
contest of speed or any game of chance, to which good 
resolution he has faithfully adhered to this day. 

Gen. Harding is of the opinion that of all the domestic 
animals that a beneficent Creator has given for the use of 
man, the blooded horse is without a rival for courage, 
beauty, action, and endurance. He advances prominently this 
idea touching the necessity for a well-regulated system of 
turf-raising, viz.: Without the theatre the world would never 
have known of those distinguished delineators of human 
character in all its wondrous phases. So without the turf the 
world would never have known of the wonderful powers of 
the great Lexington, Glencoe, Vandal, Bonnie Scotland, and 
other noted sires, and equally in darkness as to these 
valuable strains of blood to propagate, and which strains 
have contributed so much to improve the horses of America. 
Americans make a more extravagant use of the horse in all 
departments of industry and for pleasure than any other 
nation, and, since the mission of the thoroughbred is to 
improve all the equine race, it is of great importance that 
intelligent breeders should know where to obtain those 
strains of blood noted for perfect symmetry and great 
endurance. This knowledge is only attainable from 
witnessing actual contests on the horse's theatre of action,” 
the turf," 

BELLE MEADE 

The estate comprises now about four thousand acres, and 
is cultivated in the mowing grasses and the cereals. A large 
part of it is set in the grazing grasses. The plantation is 
worked by from twenty to twenty-five Negro laborers. There 
is a saw-mill and grist-mill on the place, run by water at 
certain seasons of the year, also by steam when necessary. 
The estate thus has facilities to supply all building-materials 
requisite on the place. There are three quarries of excellent 
building-stone and timber of all kinds, including a fine 
supply of that most excellent timber, the walnut. 

One point of pleasure and interest to the visitor to Belle 
Meade is the park of four hundred acres, containing about 
two hundred and forty to two hundred and fifty deer.. The 
park has a beautiful sod of blue-grass. It contains a great 
variety of timber. There is attached to the park, only 

separated by a low fence, a plat of about thirty acres, left in 
its primeval state,' kept as a browsing and hiding-place for 
the deer; they can go there and be undisturbed by any other 
stock. 

Gen. Harding has held peculiar views on the subject of 
immigration, and we cannot do justice to those views in a 
better way than to here insert his essay on the subject: 

IMMIGRATION AND ITS EFFECTS 

Gen. _Harding replies to his assailants—a vigorous defense of 
his position—his views tersely stated. 

"To THE EDITORS OF THE UNION AND AMERICAN: 
"Many friends advise me to let this subject drop and run 

no further against the popular current. But I remember an 
excellent motto promulgated by that odd but worthy man, 
Davy Crockett. When dying he said, I leave this motto for 
other men when I am dead,—Be sure you are right, then go 
ahead. I do not profess more of acumen or foresight than 
others, but I honestly entertain opinions upon a subject, 
engaging at present much of the public mind, directly in 
opposition to the views generally entertained. I claim the 
right to express them and throw them out to the public for 
what they are worth. I earnestly desire that they be 
considered and closely scrutinized by all classes of the 
community, both foreign and native. This question 
(immigration) is an extensive subject, and, like all others of 
magnitude, has two sides, which I hope to show before I am 
done. I will deal fairly with it, and endeavor to show in my 
crude way its advantages and disadvantages, its blessings 
and discomforts, who are to be its beneficiaries and who will 
be the sufferers. 

"To present some of the strongest points usually claimed 
by its advocates: 

"1. It will make our nation strong. Now, my friends, I ask 
whether you have a personal interest in strengthening the 
great American nation, already strong enough to protect 
itself against the encroachments of the greatest powers or all 
the powers of Europe? 

“2. It will enrich this great nation by increasing its 
revenues and fill its treasury with untold wealth. Let me ask, 
How are you to obtain a personal benefit by increase of 
government revenue unless you are so fortunate as to get 
your fingers into the public crib? Do you expect your taxes 
to be decreased by enriching the treasury (national or State)? 
Let me assure you, paradoxical as it may appear, the reverse 
is true. Increase of national wealth, I believe, universally 
increases national taxes; the older and more populous• a 
country, the greater the burdens of taxation. If increase of 
national wealth has the effect of decreasing taxes, then the 
citizens of the old and wealthy governments of Europe 
should not feel, as they do now, the burdens of taxation. 
Then, if I am right, you have no personal interest in this 
matter. 

“3. Immigration will help to occupy and cultivate our wild 
and unoccupied lands, greatly beautify our country, and 
thereby add to the pleasure and interest of the passing 
traveler; but, my friends, let me ask again, How is all this to 
contribute to the individual interest (financially) of those 
who have no lands? It will certainly add to the value of the 
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land, and in the same ratio increase the difficulty of you and 
your descendants to possess it. 

“4. It will make the rich man richer by enhancing the 
value of his houses and lands. Among all the classes of 
society, if the landholder consults his own individual 
interest, he will be the strongest and loudest advocate for 
foreign immigration, for he will be most assuredly the 
greatest beneficiary (financially). The true prosperity of 
governments cannot be measured-by their wealth or power, 
but by the prosperity, comfort, and moral condition of their 
citizens. Now, my foreign friends, let me ask, do you not 
number among your foreign friends some of these lordly 
aristocrats who can boast of their acres by the thousands and 
herds without number? If so, you will find them the ardent 
advocates of immigration societies, and aiding them with 
their ample means, thereby adding to the value of their vast 
possessions as well as to their flocks and herds. These 
wealthy gentlemen, like yourselves, have left their native 
land, the graves of their ancestors, their homes with all their 
dear surroundings, to cast their lot and that of their 
descendants with the citizens of the United States. All 
classes and conditions have come to our shores for a like 
object,—the rich to grow richer; the artisan hoping to find 
greater demand for his skill; the laborer, more remunerative 
reward for his labor, hoping thereby to procure a home for 
himself and family. Now, my friends (foreign and native), 
have I not fairly presented the strong points of your side of 
this great national question. Do I ask too much when I 
request you for the moment to lay aside your prejudices, 
unduly excited, perhaps, by recent occurrences, and examine 
fairly and critically the other side? I have said that the 
tendency of the increase of population is to make the rich 
richer; therefore the arguments which I shall advance are not 
addressed to that class, but to all other men, foreign and 
native, who live by the sweat of the brow. I include all 
those, also, who live by their wits. The policy of the 
government should not be directed to advance the particular 
interests of the wealthy,—they already possess an 
abundance of the world's goods and do not need help,—but 
to assist the poor and needy. Now, my foreign friends, you 
know much better than I that a great and powerful 
government, with its millions of treasure and of population, 
did not supply your wants. Ay, population, this great 
blessing from which many imagine all human comfort, 
prosperity, and happiness are to flow, is the very thing from 
which you fled. True, it has enriched your country; it felled 
the forest, it cut up the possessions of lordly landlords (to 
their pecuniary gain), beautified the land and built 
magnificent cities; but, my friends, did all this wealth and 
beauty supply your daily needs? If so, you have not acted 
wisely to leave your native land to cast your destiny in this 
sparsely populated country. I have sometimes thought my 
native friends, many of whom are the warm advocates of 
immigration, ought to meet that human current that is daily 
flowing from the old world and tell them of their mistake,—
teach them the blessings of a dense population and the curse 
of a sparse one. Tell them we in America are too thin to 
thrive, and thus turn them back to enjoy the blessings of the 
dense population from which they are fleeing, and that they 

themselves might sooner reach the object of their hopes by 
going with them. I fear they would fail in their mission of 
love. Perhaps the emigrants would reply: We have 
experimental knowledge of all those blessings of which you 
speak. We found our country too thick to thrive. Every 
avenue to wealth is closed to us; every place of honor and 
profit is already occupied, and legions of disappointed 
applicants are waiting in the hope that something may turn 
up; and even we, who live by the energetic application of' 
our own strong muscles, fail, on account of competition, to 
find employment sufficient to feed ourselves and the dear 
ones for whom we live. No, my friends, we will not turn 
back; we are seeking a more sparsely populated country, 
where we expect to find more room and less competition, 
where we he to meet greater demand for our skill and better 
rewarded labor.' They wisely persevere in their course, arid I 
hope that all who are worthy may attain the realization of 
their hopes. Now, my friends, these people leave their 
country for their country's good, and millions more might 
follow to the great relief of their friends whom they have 
left. Well, my friends, who live by labor, and who have 
experienced the inconvenience of a dense population, if 
similar causes produce like results, tell me what are the 
benefits you, who have cast your destiny here, and with your 
descendants design in all the distant future to remain citizens 
of this your adopted country, expect to accrue to you from 
immigration? I have stated it will increase the strength and 
wealth of this great. Nation, fell the forest, build great cities, 
beautify the country. All this you left behind you, but failed 
to realize there from the means of support for yourselves and 
families. Why, then, are you impatient to bring about the 
same troubles upon the country of your adoption? Many will 
say, It will be long years before we can experience any great 
inconvenience from density of population; that we have still 
a vast unoccupied domain, neither benefiting the 
government nor its citizens.' True, nor is it doing harm, or 
costing anybody a cent to keep it. In the distant future, how 
far distant I know not, but I do know, so sure as time 
continues we will arrive at the same crowded condition that 
now troubles the governments of the old world and so 
inconveniences their people. Then our descendants (I mean 
foreign and native) will have no unoccupied domain; no 
wild lands upon which to locate. They will already be 
preoccupied by former citizens of the old world, greatly to 
the relief of their respective governments and peoples. This 
condition has been greatly facilitated by that famous 
Homestead bill, which gave popularity, influence, and 
position to Andrew Johnson, while depriving our citizens, 
native and foreign, and their descendants, of property justly 
theirs, and which at some future period they will need. I 
think, my friends, you are advocating a policy against your 
best interests. You should seek to increase the rewards of 
labor. Did competition ever do this anywhere or at any time 
in the history of the world? Will it increase the wages of any 
human being who lives by the sweat of the brow (either 
physical or mental)? There is one very intelligent class who 
lead society and control the public policy of the country (I, 
of course, mean lawyers), who, as far as I know, are 
universally the advocates of immigration, expecting thereby 



BIOGRAPHIES 

 424

to increase the number of their clients; doctors, too, advocate 
it, ex petting to increase the number of their patients. But, 
my friends, immigration will import lawyers and doctors 
too, increase competition, and as certainly, I think, decrease 
your fees. If I am mistaken in all this, why do you not pull 
up stakes and go to population, and not exhaust your 
patience waiting here for it? I do not know but the above 
arguments will apply with equal force to our moneyed 
capitalists. My reading teaches me that the value of money, 
like labor, is decreased by competition; hence it is cheaper in 
the old world than in the new,—cheaper in New York than 
in the sparsely settled country of the South. 

"I have thus far presented this subject solely in a financial 
point of view. I will now endeavor to show the effect of 
crowded population in a moral point. Here the aristocratic 
landlord is equally interested with all other classes and 
conditions of society. More than threescore years ago I was 
born upon the spot where I now live,—the country then new 
and sparsely peopled. Hospitality, generosity, charity, 
sociability, and integrity were common virtues, and per 
consequence confidence almost universal. These I esteem 
great human virtues, which contribute largely to the 
enjoyments and well-being of society. At that period every 
one esteemed it a duty to help his neighbor when called on; 
to build his cabin, his crib, and if need be to shuck his 
corn,—when his neighbor's word was as good as his bond. 
Then penitentiaries nor jails were hardly thought of. True a 
small log pen, called a jail, was sometimes used, but so 
rarely that the incarceration of a single criminal produced 
quite an excitement in the public mind. All this has changed 
even here. Now no man is expected to assist his neighbor to 
build his house or even to shuck his corn; no man's word is 
taken,—the bond always demanded. Why this change, and 
what has produced it if not increase of population? I leave 
my readers to decide the case for themselves. In New York, 
the great metropolis of the United States, I think I witnessed 
a scarcity of the virtues spoken of; more wealth, yet more 
selfishness; more want and greater degradation than could 
be found in any ten sparsely populated States of the Union. 
Population increases competition; competition reduces wages; 
reduction of wages generates want; want leads to degradation and 
crime. 

"I am not accustomed to public speaking, nor in the habit 
of writing for newspaper publication, but at a meeting of the 
Farmers' Club of this county, held in the city of Nashville on 
the 14th inst., the labor question being under discussion, I 
made some remarks, which, it appears, greatly excited the 
indignation of a portion of the foreign population of 
Nashville. An indignation meeting was held in the Capitol of 
the State. In that meeting my views were misunderstood or 
willfully misrepresented. I was advocating Negro in 
preference to foreign labor for the following reasons: First, 
The negroes were already here and citizens of the country. 
We had raised them. They had been our slaves. We had 
enjoyed the fruits of their labor in the past. That humanity, 
even common justice demanded that we, their former 
owners, should give them a fair and patient trial. That if we 
cast them off, they must, necessarily, become paupers, and 
as a consequence thieves and robbers, and a most dangerous 
element in society. Further, without experience in regard to 

the value of foreign labor, except as artisans, I stated, as my 
opinion, after many years of experience, that the Negro from 
his organization, physical and mental, was better adapted to 
the drudgery of farm work than any other. race of people; 
that we could board them cheaper, that they were the most 
patient, contented, and happy race in their humble position, 
resulting from an organization that did not belong to any 
other people. Besides, they possess the capacity of enduring 
labor under a sun that would be distressing, if not 
insupportable, to any other race. For these reasons, and 
many others, I did not think we would gain by exchanging 
the Negro for the SCUM of the old world who were daily 
landing on our shores. 'Scum,'—this is the little word that 
raised the tempest. I hope it did not apply, to any in that 
indignation meeting. But, my foreign friends, what country 
has no scum? You must answer, not one under the canopy of 
heaven. Unfortunately for our race, too many here and 
everywhere else. Where there are most people, there you 
will find most scum. Chiefly from this class we must select 
laborers to do the farm work. Among other things a fling 
was made at my Virginia ancestry. My friends, I have spent 
much more time in learning the pedigrees of my horses than 
my own. As far as I know, my paternal great-great-
grandfather was from England,—a gentleman of good 
position. My maternal great-great-grandfather from 
Germany; of his history I know nothing. He might, for aught 
I know, have been a scum. A word in reply to the slur and 
misrepresentation of my remarks on the subject of educating 
the Negro race. I said that they should have the rudiments of 
education, enough to protect themselves against the 
impositions of had men; further than this I did not deem 
necessary. (I mean the laborers of this class, those who live 
by use of muscle and not of brains.) 

"I do believe, Where ignorance is bliss 'tis folly to be 
wise,' that the class of people whose lot it is to do the 
drudgery of the world (be they white or black) would be 
made discontented and unhappy by a high order of 
education. No intelligent and highly educated man would be 
content to spend his life with the shovel and hoe, or the axe 
and the plow. This drudgery must be left to feed the SCUM. 
Another of the arguments used by a newspaper writer or 
editor, I suppose to help to swell the indignation of the 
foreign population, was that I was a large slaveholder and an 
aristocratic landlord, who counted his acres by the thousand. 
To those I plead guilty in part. I was what is termed, in this 
locality, a large slave-owner, every one of whom under sixty 
years of age had been raised on the plantation. Their rapid 
increase forced me to add to my landed possession, often to 
give them room, rather than mortify them and myself also 
by selling them to strangers. I always treated them well and 
cared for them, as I now do, in sickness as in health. Now I 
have no slaves, but a large surplus of land, which is dead 
capital and which I am anxious to sell. If my ideas were 
based upon and controlled by selfishness, I would be an 
advocate of immigration. No, my friends, they are not 
selfish, and whether right or wrong, true or false, they are 
the deliberate and honest convictions of my mind for the 
past thirty years, and if there is `any vitality in them they 
will live after I shall be no more: 
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“In conclusion, permit me to request the leaders of my 
foreign friends at their next indignation meeting, that they 
will read, for the benefit of their audiences, this, my first 
and, I hope, my last essay on immigration. 

"W. G. HARDING." 
It will be seen from the extracts given that Gen. Harding is 

a strong thinker, and not afraid to give expression to his 
thoughts; at the same time he has great liberality towards 
those who differ, conceding to others the same independence 
in thought and action he claims for himself. Always bowing 
to the mandate of the laws of the land, subscribing to the 
Calhoun doctrine that the general government should be 
seen and felt as little as possible, and ought not to perform 
anything that could be done by a State or States. 

Gen. Harding enjoys the reputation of being a man of 
spotless honor and the highest integrity. He is given to large 
charities, and prefers to be his own dispenser. 

His military title was given him by election of the people 
as brigadier-general of the State militia in his early life. He 
has never known active service in the field. 

Gen. Harding is a living witness to the growth of 
Davidson County. He has seen Nashville with a total 
population of only four thousand. No steamboat plied the 
waters of the Cumberland. It was an eventful day when a 
keel-boat laden with groceries and other supplies arrived 
from New Orleans. It had been from four to six months on 
the voyage, and the high prices necessarily attendant on such 
expensive transportation made the purchase of a pound of 
coffee an event in the family. The boldness of Jackson, his 
wealth and power, can be appreciated, when he was known 
to buy a whole sack of coffee at once. It was the talk of the 
town. The only road south of Nashville, known as the old 
Natchez Trace, was laid directly past” Belle Meade." Over 
this road Gen. Harding saw Gen. Jackson Move his troops to 
the defense of New Orleans, large numbers of his cavalry 
stopping at his father's noted blacksmith's shed to have their 
horses shod. The Choctaw, Cherokee, and Chickasaw 
Indians made their trading visits to Nashville by this same 
road. They brought in ponies, furs, and peltries; they were 
always well treated at Mr. Harding's plantation. One of W. 
G. -Harding's early presents from his father was an Indian 
pony, bought from a passing company. 

Gen. Harding remarks with regret the decline in the 
simplicity and honor and kindliness of manner which has 
transpired in his day. In those early days a man's word was 
as good as his bond,—written contracts regarded as 
impertinent, mutual help the rule. Was there a neighbor's 
barn to be built, his corn to be shucked, or any other 
assistance needed, all cheerfully rendered the service. Great 
personal bravery was developed by the isolation of settlers. 
Self-dependence also was naturally the characteristic of 
pioneers. But while comforts and conveniences have multi, 
plied, so have crime and fraud and pauperism. Gen. Harding 
recalls the character of the past society, and regards it 
preferable in manhood and honor to the later days. 

In this connection it is due to Gen. Harding to say that in 
his advocacy of the improvement of the horse, including the 
necessary arena of the race-track, he does not disregard or 
overlook the incompatibility which many good people seem 

to see in the influence of the race-track as an opponent of 
religion. 

Gen. Harding regards religion as a help to man of 
inestimable value. He would pi further and advise every man 
who has the requisite faith to identify himself with the 
church; but, instead of holding aloof from the race-track, if 
religious men would recognize its usefulness and necessity 
as in England, they would help to eliminate all objectionable 
features from it. Further, Gen. Harding is clearly of the 
opinion, from his own experience as a turfman and from 
extended observation, that vice and immorality is not a 
necessary concomitant of the race-course. 

 

 

DAVID McGAVOCK 

David McGavock was one of the early settlers of 
Nashville. He was a son of James McGavock, Sr., of Rock-
bridge Co., Va., where he was born on the 6th of February, 
1763. When it became known in Southwestern Virginia that 
the new and desirable lands in the Cumberland Valley were 
open for settlement, and that Robertson, Donelson, Rains, 
and their associates had established their little colony at 
Nashborough, the young men of that region who were 
ambitious and had their fortunes to make hastened away 
over the mountains and joined the colonists at their new 
settlement. 

David McGavock, who had just become of age, made his 
appearance in Nashville in 1785-86, and located and 
purchased for his father and himself two thousand two 
hundred and forty acres of land, situated on both sides of the 
Cumberland River north of the bluff. All that part of the city 
known as North Nashville stands on one of their tracts, and 
that known as North Edgefield stands on another. The lands 
selected by him show that he was an excellent judge of 
them, and the plats and charts executed by his own hand, 
which are still extant, show that he was an accurate and 
experienced surveyor. 

After he had purchased his lands, the next thing necessary 
was to bring them under cultivation, for he had come to 
establish for himself a home in the new country, and not as a 
mere adventurer or speculator. At Freeland's Station, now 
known as McGavock's Spring, in the middle of his father's 
nine hundred and forty acre tract, he built him a cabin, and, 
with all the laboring force he could command, proceeded to 
make arrangements for putting in a crop. He took the lead of 
all the settlers in agriculture, so that, as the historian of 
Nashville says in 1792, a large crop of corn was raised by 
him, which sold at a very high price. He had joined the 
colony to work, and had brought with him from Virginia not 
only the means of purchasing the choicest lands, but he had 
brought his axe, his hoe, and his mattock, with which to 
make the wilderness blossom as the rose. 

He made annual visits to his Virginia home between the 
seasons of "harvest and planting, and it was on one of these 
occasions, in 1789, that he married Elizabeth McDowell, a 
lady belonging to a prominent and influential family of his 
native town. They had been neighbors and friends from 
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childhood, and their married life was prosperous and happy. 
He had not yet fully prepared his new home in the 
Cumberland Valley for her reception, nor was it yet 
considered a safe or comfortable residence for women and 
children on the defenseless frontier. It was therefore the 
better part of wisdom for him to leave his wife at with their 
parents, while he spent nearly the whole of every year at 
Nashville, cutting away the cane and clearing up his fields. 
It was not till 1795, after the birth of his sons James, John, 
and Francis, that he moved his family from the old home at 
Max Meadows, where the ancestral hamlet still stands near 
the railway station, off over the Cumberland Mountains to 
their new and well-arranged abiding-place in the Far West. 

He had erected what was considered a palatial residence 
on the frontier,—a frame house with glass windows, with 
iron trimmings for the doors, and with wide, spacious 
porches on either side,—within a few yards of an unfailing 
spring of water. And there the little family began their 
home-life on the frontier. It was but a few years, however, 
before he was enabled to build a nice brick house near the 
spot, the largest and most convenient in the settlement at 
that time, and which is still standing near the cotton-factory 
in North Nashville. There he reared a large and respectable 
family, becoming identified with the city, county, and State 
in all their interests for more than half a century and there he 
died on the 7th of August, 1838. 

Two of the children of David McGavock and Elizabeth 
McDowell died in infancy; the survivors, six sons and a 
daughter,—all of whom have now passed away to the better 
world,—were among the most thrifty and enterprising 
people of the county. James McGavock and John , who were 
the two eldest, married sisters, the daughters of Mr. Kent, of 
Wythe Co., Va., and inherited in equal shares one of the 
quarter-sections located by their father north of the river. 
Francis McGavock, who, married the daughter of John 
Harding, settled upon a fine estate on Richland Creek, near 
Nashville, and enjoyed a long and happy life there. Randall 
McGavock married and moved to Louisiana, where he 
reared a highly respectable family, some of whom returned 
to the ancestral home in Virginia and some to Tennessee. 
Lysander McGavock, who married Elizabeth Crockett, of 
Virginia, settled in early life on a thousand productive acres 
near Brentwood, in Williamson County, where his children 
still reside in the delightful home left them by their parents. 
Hugh  and Sally , the two younger children, were twins. The 
former inherited many of the noble qualities of his father; 
the latter married Joseph L. Ewing, who for many years was 
a leading man in his section of the county, enjoying in a 
large degree the confidence and esteem of his fellow-
citizens. 

Later in life David McGavock married the widow Hubbell 
as his second wife, by whom he had two children, one of 
whom died young. The other was Dr. David McGavock, 
who inherited from his father the family mansion, and 
occupied it until his death, in 1865. 

These were the children of David McGavock, who, 
respectively, have many descendants in the city and county. 
For the last thirty-two years of his life he was register of the 
land-office, to which he was elected by the Legislature, and 

the books so long kept by his own hand bear witness that he 
was a man of method and a most faithful public servant. Nor 
had his education been neglected. His father, James 
McGavock, Sr., who was born in the county of Antrim, 
Ireland, in 1728, and came to this country when a young 
man, had married, in 1760, Mary Cloyd, a daughter of David 
Cloyd, of Rockbridge Co., Va., and had been altogether the 
architect of his own fortune. He was qualified, therefore, to 
give his son David the most useful of lessons and to teach 
him how to work his way onward and upward, as he had 
done himself, by constant diligence and: uniform integrity in 
all his dealings with his fellow-men. And right well did the 
dutiful son profit by these lessons. His father had no doubt 
advised him to make a comfortable home in the Cumberland 
Valley before he removed his young wife and children to the 
then Far West. At all events, he labored with persistence and 
energy to this end, visiting his old home in Virginia once a 
year, and foregoing the happiness of constant 
companionship with his wife and children that he might lay 
the foundation of future competency, perchance of fortune, 
and better prepare his new home for the reception of her 
who was to be its mistress. About six years he labored in 
this way, and then, when all was in readiness, removed his 
little family to a home which proved one of comfort and 
happiness for the future, and in later life one of affluence. 
David McGavock was a fair specimen of the best young 
men from Virginia and North Carolina who laid the 
foundations on which rests the superstructure of Tennessee 
and its beautiful capital, and none among the solid old 
pioneers left a fairer name or a better heritage to their 
descendants than did he to his numerous and influential 
posterity. 

James McGavock, Sr., like all his descendants, was a 
great lover of land, for he believed, as did Lord Mansfield, 
that real estate is the best estate in the world. He 
accumulated a large fortune in lands located in Virginia and 
Tennessee, and most or them are still in the possession of his 
descendants. His reputation is that of an honest, industrious 
man, of liberal principles, honored as a public officer and 
beloved as a kind neighbor and friend. 

Randall McGavock, the fourth son of James McGavock, 
Sr., was the assistant of his brother David in locating the 
early lands, and his deputy in the land-office. He was mayor 
of Nashville in 1824, and afterwards clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Davidson County and of the Supreme Court of 
Errors and Appeals, after which he removed to Williamson 
County and settled on his vast tract of excellent land near 
Franklin, now owned and occupied by his son, Col. John 
McGavock, where he died at a ripe old age in 1854. He was 
a citizen of high character and of unquestionable integrity, 
and, though spending all the latter part of his long and useful 
life in Williamson, he was still much devoted to Davidson 
County. 

FRANCIS McGAVOCK 

Francis McGavock, third son of David McGavock, was 
born Jan. 31, 1793, in Wythe Co., Va. At the age of two 
years he moved with his father to Nashville, Tenn., where he 
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was reared and educated, completing his course under Dr. 
Priestly in the University of Nashville, in the year 1813. 

He was for half a century one of the solid and thrifty men 
of Davidson County. In early life he had charge of the State 
office for the registration of lands, as had his father before 
him for years, and was remarkable for the fidelity and 
accuracy with which he discharged his duties. By industry 
and good management lie soon added many valuable acres 
to his inheritance, and his fortune was still further advanced 
by his marriage, Oct. 23, 1823, with Amanda , daughter of 
John Harding, the pioneer, after which he settled on a well-
selected plantation in the Richland Valley, adjoining that of 
his father-in-law, now known as Belle Meade, six miles 
from Nashville. There he reared his children,—namely, John 
Harding , David H. , Elizabeth , and Amanda ,—and there 
he continued to reside with his estimable wife until the time 
of his death, Dec. 24, 1866. 

It is safe to say that few men have lived so nearly 
according to the Golden Rule as did Francis McGavock, and 
fewer still whose memories are more sincerely reverenced 
by so wide a circle of friends and neighbors. 

The old McGavocks of Davidson were all men of high 
standing in the county. It was a family maxim that they 
should love labor for the physical and mental health that it 
assures, even though not immediately necessary for daily 
subsistence, and they closely supervised their own fields. 
They were men of large stature, of great decision of 
character, and of exemplary habits. 

They took a lively interest in all public affairs, and were 
ever careful in the bestowal of their suffrage at elections, 
insisting that the reliable character of candidates was quite 
as essential as the correctness of their political principles, 
and yet they eschewed all political office themselves, 
persistently declining to become candidates, and wisely 
adhering to the maxim that” the post of honor is the private 
station." 

An old friend who fondly cherishes the memory of 
Francis McGavock says he was one of the very finest 
gentlemen of the old school in the State of Tennessee. 
Always given to hospitality, he was ever ready to lend a 
helping hand to young men who deserved his aid, and he left 
a son who lives in the style of his fathers upon highly-
cultivated acres, out upon the banks of Stone's River, who is 
one of the best specimens of the old stock in the county. 

 

 

COL. A. W. JOHNSON 

Anthony Wayne Johnson Was born in New Hampshire, 
July 10, 1797. He is of English descent, and the youngest of 
ten children of Oliver Johnson and Hannah George, who 
moved to Tennessee about 1801. Oliver Johnson was a 
farmer, his plantation lying opposite Lick Branch, across the 
river from Nashville. He leased the two ferries opposite 
Nashville. The upper ferry crossed from just above Broad 
Street; the lower one at a point now occupied on east side of 
the river by the Indiana Lumber Company. 

He and his wife died of what was known as the” Cold 
Plague," in April, 1816, within three days of each other. Col. 
Johnson attended the common school, then Cumberland 
College, and entered business with his brother-in-law, David 
C. Snow, at the age of fifteen. He succeeded Mr. Snow, 
whose impaired health caused Col. Johnson to take direction 
of the business, which was managed advantageously for Mr. 
Snow's family. In 1827 he organized the firm of Johnson & 
Rayburn, wholesale commission house, which was 
successful. From 1837 to 1842 he was member of the firm 
of Johnson, Rayburn & Co., Nashville, which was, and of 
Price, Johnson & Co., New Orleans, which was not 
successful, chiefly on account of the absence of the 
conservative management of Col. Johnson's personal 
direction. From 1843 to 1847 he was member of the firm of 
Johnson, Weaver & Co., composed of the late lamented 
James Johnson and the late Dempsey Weaver, two of the 
most successful and honorable merchants that ever did 
business in Nashville. 

On expiration of this partnership he became associated 
with Col. Granville P. Smith, the firm being Johnson & 
Smith, wholesale commission and produce merchants. He 
retired from this firm, and from active business, Jan. 1, 
1857, with a handsome competency, having been successful 
in all enterprises of which he had the active and sole control. 

He has had a long business career, embracing extensive 
transactions, during which no one ever lost a cent by 
indorsing for him or for any firm with which he was 
connected. He invested his means in real estate, which he 
improved, thus contributing to the wealth and prosperity of 
the city. Col. Johnson is now (1880) perhaps the oldest 
living inhabitant of Nashville. At one time he owned near 
three hundred acres of land on which East Nashville is now 
built, except the eighty-acre farm now owned by Governor 
Neil S. Brown, just outside of the corporate limits, which 
Col. Johnson sold to Ephraim H. Foster, and the balance, of 
two hundred acres, to N. Hobson and Robert Weakly. Col. 
Johnson's rule of life was personal probity and rigid 
punctuality, and the pride of his declining years was the 
manifestation of the confidence and esteem of the associates 
of his business career. He is a man of fine personal presence, 
and having lived an active, temperate life, he is remarkably 
well preserved for his advanced years. 

Socially and politically Col. Johnson is Democratic; in 
association a Mason and a Methodist, in which church he 
filled the usual lay positions, and for which he and a few 
others built” Hobson Chapel,” a handsome edifice in the 
suburbs of East Nashville. 

In public life he was colonel of volunteers, a magistrate, 
alderman, director in the State, also in the Union Bank of 
Tennessee, State senator, president of the Bank of 
Tennessee, which election lie declined in 1861, president of 
the Broad Street Bridge Company, president of the 
Nashville Insurance Company, which during his 
administration was signally successful, having when he left 
it six hundred thousand dollars surplus. He was twice 
married. His first wife was Elizabeth Hobson, daughter of 
Capt. William Hobson. Their union was in April, 1823. Of 
their children there are now living Col. William H. Johnson, 



BIOGRAPHIES 

 428

prominent dealer in blooded live-stock near Nashville, and 
Susan, wife of W. G. Brean. His wife, Elizabeth Hobson, 
died in December, 1837. Six grandchildren, four daughters 
and two sons, are living in Virginia,—the children of his 
eldest daughter, Elenora , wife of the late Calvin Ferguson. 

His second wife was Mary E. Cheney, daughter of Capt. 
George S. Smith and widow of Hampton J. Cheney, of 
Louisiana, whose only child, Capt. Hampton J. Cheney, is 
now a resident of Alabama. They were married July 10, 
1838. Of their children three are now living: Dr. A. W. 
Johnson, Jr., physician, and George S. Johnson, farmer, in 
Alabama; and Mary E. Johnson, wife of Maj. John S. 
Bransford, banker, of Nashville. A view of Maj. Bransford's 
residence, the old Johnson homestead, will be found in this 
history. 

Col. Johnson has contributed material for the history of 
Davidson County, of which he has been a resident from the 
beginning of the nineteenth century. He voted against 
secession, but when Tennessee formally joined its fortunes 
with the South he went with his State. Although in his 
eighty-fourth year, he is yet a fine-looking man, and his old 
homestead is one of the handsomest in Tennessee. The 
accompanying portrait of Col. Johnson is from a photograph 
taken in his eighty-third year. 

 

 

JAMES WHITWORTH 

James Whitworth was born in 1816 in Sumner- Co., Tenn. 
His grandfather came from Amelia Co., Va., and settled on 
the Cumberland River in 1806. His father, James 
Whitworth, also born in Virginia, came to Tennessee with 
his parents, and became the owner of a poor farm of about 
one hundred acres, on which he reared a family of four sons 
and seven daughters. The family is now widely scattered 
through the South and Southwest. 

James was only thirteen years old when his father died. As 
one of the oldest he worked the farm for the support of the 
family. His mother was Ann Harding before her marriage, 
born in Virginia, and, early left a widow with this large 
family, struggled hard with the battle of life. The facilities of 
school education were poor. James worked the farm till he 
was twenty-two years old, but was not contented to remain, 
and with the proceeds of the sale of wood he had rafted 
down to Nashville he secured five months' schooling at 
Wirt's Seminary, in Sumner County. In 1840 he taught 
school one season in Smith County, and returning took 
further lessons at Wirt's. Returning home in July, 1841, he 
bought a few law-books, and devoured their contents. 
Failing in his first efforts to enter a law-office, he was 
persuaded by his early and constant friend, Edmund Turner, 
of Sumner County, to visit Nashville. Here, with the added 
influence of John Trimble, he was received as a law student 
in the office of Messrs. E. H.  and A. Ewing. His means 
were extremely limited. His mother had furnished him a 
bed; he slept in a back office, and boarded at the home of 
William Garrett, who took a great interest in him, gave him 
very low rate for his board, and never presented a bill. till 

the end of the year. Mr. Whitworth speaks of this contract. 
for board as the first and only one he ever made when he had 
no money to secure its fulfillment. He therefore keenly 
appreciates the kind generosity of this early friend. 

In September, 1842, he was admitted to practice at the 
bar. His first case of any importance was a suit against the 
Louisville and Nashville Turnpike Company, with the 
present Judge Jo. Guild as opposing counsel. A nice 
question of law was involved. The legal aspect of the case 
presented by our young lawyer was sustained, and though 
the case was appealed it was finally decided in his favor, and 
he won reputation by this success, receiving an offer of 
partnership from R. M. Williams, with whom he was 
associated for a while, when he became a partner with 
Messrs. E. H. and Andrew Ewing. This relationship 
continued until 1847, when a new firm, including Andrew 
Ewing, W. F. Cooper, and Mr. Whitworth, was formed, and 
carried on a successful business until 1833, when Mr. 
Whitworth retired to a farm he had purchased, lying some 
five miles out of Nashville. In 1836 he was elected county 
judge, and held this responsible and honorable position for 
ten years. After the close of the war farming with free labor 
presented so many complications and uncertainties that 
Judge Whitworth decided to sell his fine farm of five 
hundred acres and return to the practice of law. Shortly after 
opening his office anew, gentlemen interested in the 
organization of a national bank sought his assistance, and 
offered him the position of its president. He accepted the 
proposal, and has held the office of president of the Fourth 
National Bank of Nashville ever since. 

Judge Whitworth was active in the organization of the 
Tennessee Manufacturing Company, and its president for 
many years. He has been active in the councils of the 
Methodist Publishing Company, and has given the benefit of 
his sound financial judgment to this large business 
enterprise, with which, as a Methodist, his religious 
sympathies were allied. Judge Whitworth has never held 
political office, though frequently solicited so to do. his 
name has been prominently mentioned in connection with 
the office of Governor of the State. He has been identified 
with the development of the railroads and the bridge 
company, and held office as director in a number of them. 

In 1849 he married Martha Keeling, daughter of Dr. 
George Keeling, son of one of the first settlers of this 
county. He has four living children. His oldest son, George 
K. Whitworth, was recently elected county trustee. 

Judge Whitworth's administration of the trying and 
responsible position of judge of the County Court was 
characterized by integrity, sound practical sense, and 
kindness of heart. He is pre-eminently a clear-headed 
business man, and being thoroughly honest is therefore a 
safe adviser. He is often consulted by friends on matters of 
business, such as the management of estates, investments of 
money, and conflicting interests among neighbors. He is 
naturally a peace-maker, and has often aided his fellow-men 
in settling difficulties of various kinds and prevented much 
litigation. He has been a successful man in monetary affairs.  

 
  







JOHN ROWS 
 
 
John Hows was born near Raleigh, N. C., May 17, 1811. 

His father, John C. Hows, emigrated to Davidson County 

about 1816 with a family of six children, settled on Sam's 

Creek, lived in the county many years, and died at an 

advanced age. 

The immediate subject of this sketch, John Hows, lived 

with his father until he had attained his majority. Working at 

various vocations summers and attending school a portion of 

the year, and making good use of such opportunities as were 

presented, he acquired a good practical education. When 

twenty-six years of age, Dec. 14, 1837, he was married to 

Catharine D. Jones; her father, Jarvis Jones, came from 

North Carolina and settled on the Harpeth River before 

1800, reared a family of six children, and died March 11, 

1844. The first year after Mr. Hows was married he lived on 

a rented farm; then purchased a place of his father and 

commenced making himself a farm, and by industry and 

perseverance has secured a large farm and a handsome 

property. While farming has been the business of his life he 

has also been interested in other matters. He has been called 

to fill some of the important offices of the county, including 

that of justice of the peace. In 1875 the law provided for 

only one assessor for the county, and Squire Hows was 

elected to fill that important position. Politically, he was 

formerly a Whig. Was opposed to the war and friendly to the 

national cause; a man that commands the respect and esteem 

of all who know him. 

This worthy couple, representing two of the pioneer 

families who have aided in transforming the primeval forest 

into a civilized community, are justly entitled to a place in 

local history. To them have been born fourteen children, 

eleven of whom are now living,—seven daughters and four 

sons. 
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JOHN HARDING 

John Harding, son of Gen. W. G. Harding, was born Jan. 
5, 1831, in District Number Two, Davidson County, on the 
farm where he now resides. Mr. Harding received a good 
education. In 1850 he entered Harvard College, Cambridge, 
Mass., but on account of illness subsequently completed his 
studies at Chapel Hill, N. C., and began the practical 
farmer's life he has since followed. His farm of thirteen 
hundred acres, where his father had lived before him, is one 
of the finest farms in the vicinity. 

Mr. Harding has given attention to breeding and training 
trotting-horses. 

He married, March 28, 1853, Sophia W. Merritt, daughter 
of W. H. E. Merritt, of Brunswick Co., Va. His only child by 
this marriage was Sophia M. Harding, who married 
Granville S. Johnson. They have one son, named William 
Harding Johnson. Mrs. Harding died in August, 1855, and in 
December, 1856, Mr. Harding married his present wife, Mrs. 
Margaret A. E. Owen. They have three children—Selene M. 
, William G. , and John . Mr. Harding's life has been a quiet, 
uneventful one. his large farm has required his undivided 
attention.  

 

COL. THOMAS L. BRANSFORD 

Thomas Louis Bransford was born in Buckingham Co., 
Va., Nov. 29, 1804, and died in Union Springs, Ala., Feb. 
26, 1865. On his father's side he was of English and on his 
mother's of French Huguenot descent. His father, Thomas 
Bransford, moved from Virginia to Barren Co., Ky., in 
1817, where, some four decades after, he and his wife, Ann 
Lee Snoddy, died. 

Col. Bransford when a boy carried the mail four years on 
horseback to aid his father financially; taught school for a 
brief period; and when twenty-one years of age, in 1825, 
moved to Gainesboro', Jackson Co., Tenn., where he con-
ducted for a quarter of a century a prosperous mercantile 
business, until 1850, when he moved to Glasgow, Ky., 
where he remained until 1856, when he removed with his 
family to Nashville, Tenn., where all of his surviving 
children now reside. 

Col. Bransford's ancestry on both sides were soldiers in 
the Revolution and against the Indians in Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Southern States. One of the family (Samuel 
Bransford) was a graduate of West Point, and subsequently 
was Professor of Mathematics at West Point Academy, 
where he was accidentally killed while training the cadets in 
horsemanship. 

During Col. Bransford's successful business career he was 
a member of the firms of Parrott & Bransford, Gainesboro', 
Tenn.; Parrott & Bransford, Rushville, Ill.; Kinnaird & 
Bransford, Gainesboro', Tenn.; Joel W. Settle & Co., 
Gainesboro', Tenn.; Watson M. Cooke & Co., Gainesboro' 
Tenn; Amonett, Fowler & Bransford, Amonett & Bransford, 
and Fowler & Bransford, Celina, Tenn.; and of the 
wholesale firms of Snoddy & Bransford, Louisville, Ky.; 
Bransford, McWhirter & Co., Nashville, Tenn.; and 
Bransford, Goodbar & Co., Memphis, Tenn. 

While residing in Kentucky he was elected president of 
the Nashville and Cincinnati Railroad Company, and a &le-
(rate to the Whig National Convention that nominated Gen. 
Scott for the Presidency, which Col. Bransford truly 
predicted was the last Whig National Convention that would 
ever be held. In this connection, as further illustration of his 
foresight, it may also be stated that he truly predicted that 
the election of Buchanan was the last peaceable election of 
President that would take place in this country. As 
foreshadowed by his apprehension, the subsequent election 
of Mr. Lincoln to the Presidency resulted in war, and each 
election since has been attended by troops at the polls or at 
the counting of the ballots. His sagacity was remarked, also, 
in the early comprehensive railroad system which while in 
the Legislature of 1840 he devised for Tennessee, the 
execution of which—a line from Knoxville by Nashville 
direct to Memphis, Tenn.—would probably have prevented 
the flanking of Nashville on the one side by the Memphis, 
Clarksville and Louisville, and on the other by the Memphis 
and Charleston Railroads. The people of Tennessee now 
concede his superior judgment in this matter, and are 
endeavoring to build the line he then proposed. 

Col. Bransford endeavored, in like manner, to show that 
Nashville should not contribute anything to build railroads 
to the north of that city, but to the south of it, from which 
direction only could Nashville ever hope to secure any trade, 
a proposition since so clearly demonstrated that it is now 
patent to all. 

While a resident of Jackson Co., Tenn., Col. Bransford 
was a member of the Legislature; was elected elector in 
1840, and again in 1844, on the Whig Presidential tickets; 
was the Whig candidate for Congress in 1843, and 
subsequently was nominated by the counties composing the 
congressional district for Governor of the State. On 
questions of the tariff, banking, etc., that formerly divided 
the Whig and Democratic parties, Col. Bransford was- 
pronounced by President Polk to be the ablest debater he had 
heard in Tennessee; and President Johnson said of him that 
if the world had to be cut up into facts and figures, he would 
select Col. Bransford as the most capable, of his 
acquaintance, to perform that service. 

Speaking of his death, the Macon, Ga., Telegraph said,” 
The death of such a man deserves more than a passing 
tribute. Without the advantage of an early education, 
through the intuitive force and energy of a mind highly 
endowed by nature, and ever in quest of knowledge and 
truth, Col. Bransford, unaided and alone, worked his way to 
position and wealth. His mind was a perfect chronology of 
the past. In the sphere of varied attainments no fact, however 
minute, but was ever ready at his command. In politics, in 
finance, and in commerce, throughout the States of 
Kentucky and Tennessee and the commercial cities of the 
North, his name is as familiar as a household word. The two 
leading faculties of his mind were memory and fact. In him 
their development was no less remarkable than accurate. Asa 
public speaker and conversationalist, whether upon political 
topics, finance, currency, or internal improvements, the 
endless train of facts which he brought to bear rendered his 
argument invincible. On these and other subjects he wielded 
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a powerful pen. The war between the States, 1861, found 
him at his home in Nashville, in the enjoyment of wealth 
and surrounded by an interesting family. His memory will 
long be cherished by those who knew him best, and his life 
is a part of the history of his adopted State." 

He was remarkably well informed, and was blessed with a 
most tenacious memory, his wonderful mind retaining what 
he read with seemingly as little effort as a sponge holds 
Water. Few men were gifted with a loftier sense of honor, 
few possessed more earnestness and force of character; and 
who were more of an honor to their family name! A 
handsome marble shaft marks his resting-place in the 
beautiful Mount Olivet Cemetery, near Nashville. He 
married Lucinda A. Settle, daughter of Willis  and Nancy 
Prickett Settle, of Barren Co., Ky. His children were Matilda 
, wife of Russell M. Kinnaird, now (1880) of wholesale firm 
of Settle & Kinnaird, Nashville; Lizzie Marshall , wife of 
Capt. Andrew J. McWhirter, for many years a leading 
popular wholesale merchant of Nashville; Maj. John S. 
Bransford, banker; Capt. Thomas L. Bransford, Jr., 
merchant of New Orleans, La., deceased; William Amonett 
Bransford, a gifted son, who died in youth from injuries 
received by a fall from a horse; Walter L. Bransford, 
unmarried, named after his father's only brother, a resident 
of California; and W. S. Bransford, of the wholesale 
hardware house of Ewing, Bransford & Gaines, Nashville. 

The pioneer of the family, John Bransford, came to this 
country from England and settled in Virginia. He died in 
Richmond, Va., 1781, a few days after the surrender of the 
city to the British under Lord Cornwallis. John Bransford 
(2d) was the great-grandfather of those of the name now in 
Tennessee. All of the name known reside in the Southern 
States. The ancestors of Col. Bransford's grandmother, 
Judith Amonett, came from France after the revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes and the massacre of St. Bartholomew, 
and settled in Virginia in the reign of William III., about 
1685.* 

As illustrative of the intolerance of opinion in the past, 
Col. Bransford's ancestry were not only driven from France 
on account of its religious or Protestant belief, but his 
grandfather was imprisoned in Virginia, by order of Col. 
Archibald Cary, for permitting a Protestant minister to 
preach in his house. 

Reference to the family of which Col. Bransford was a 
conspicuous member may be found in Dr. McFerrin's” 
History of Methodism in Tennessee," vol. iii., pages 481-
489. 

The portrait herein is a copy of a photograph taken after 
he became an invalid. He was literally capacitated to adorn 
any station in life. The retentive powers of his memory were 
simply marvelous. He was distinguished for his general 
information, and universally accredited with ability to 
thoroughly comprehend any subject he investigated. 

                                                 
* By reference to Bishop Meade's "History of Families in Virginia” and 

other records we find that with the Huguenots that came from France to 
America were the Shandoin, La Shure, Maney, Maury, Fountaine, Sublett, 
Boisseau, Sally, Bondurant, Trabue, Agee, Dibrell, Depp, Du Pre, Guerrant, 
and Chasteen families, names familiar as household words in the 
Southwestern States during the nineteenth century.  

Eminently practical, constitutionally upright and 
trustworthy, public-spirited and generous, he was everything 
to his family, and leaves an honored name in the annals of 
Tennessee. 

 

MAJ. JOHN S. BRANSFORD 

John Sweeazy Bransford was born in Gainesboro', 
Jackson Co., Tenn., March 8, 1836; moved with his father's 
family to Glasgow, Ky.. 1850; became an attaché of the 
wholesale establishment of Snoddy & Bransford, Louisville, 
Ky., 1853; attended Centre College, Danville, Ky., 1853-54; 
removed to Tennessee in 1856, and became junior partner in 
the wholesale dry goods house of Bransford, McWhirter & 
Co., Nashville; was the” Jay Sweeazy Bee" sobriquet 
correspondent of' the Nashville Union and American to the 
National Democratic Convention in 1856 that nominated 
Buchanan and Breckenridge; and in 1860 was member of 
the wholesale firm of Bransford, Goodbar & Co., in 
Memphis, Tenn. 

When war between the States was precipitated, in 1861, 
he joined a military company in Memphis, and shortly 
thereafter was commissioned major of infantry by Governor 
Harris, and assigned to duty by Col. V. K. Stevenson, 
quartermaster-general of Tennessee, in charge of railroad 
transportation in Nashville. He retired from that post Feb. 
20, 1862, with the army under Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston; 
was subsequently commissioned major in the Southern 
army, and appointed chief of railroad transportation for the 
"Army of Tennessee." 

During the attack on Chattanooga, 1863, Maj. Bransford 
remained at that post until all of the army stores and 
equipage had been removed, leaving there himself on the 
last train, although during the bombardment preceding the 
evacuation, which lasted for days, his office was riddled 
with shot and shell, all his assistants wounded, and his own 
inkstand knocked from under his hand by a cannon-ball. He 
was with Gen. Joe Johnston's army in the memorable 
campaign, of three months' incessant fighting, from Dalton 
to Atlanta, and at the cessation of hostilities, April, 1865, 
was with that command in North Carolina, having in four 
years' military service never been absent from duty, except 
on leave to visit his invalid father, who died in the South just 
before the close of the war. 

Returning after the war to Nashville, May 20, 1865, he 
addressed himself to the task of adjusting the antebellum 
Memphis firm business, meantime engaging with the Hon. 
James Guthrie, president of the Louisville and Nashville 
Railroad, to become general agent (chief officer) of that 
company in Nashville. When he took charge the Nashville 
station was some twenty thousand dollars in arrears, which 
the company lost. When he left the road the company gave 
him receipt for upwards of a thousand dollars more than he 
owed it, being clear "overs" that had accumulated in the 
correct management of the company's business. Thus the 
station, instead of being thousands of dollars behind, as 
formerly, was, under his direction, more than a thousand 
dollars ahead. He handled the company's funds, exceeding 
sometimes one hundred thousand dollars a month, for more 
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than ten years, during which time he was never asked for nor 
gave a bond as security for the safe handling of the 
company's money. During this decade he was never absent 
from railroad duty; had a large money credit at end of every 
month; reduced, unsolicited, during a heavy business the 
expenses of the station some five thousand dollars the first 
year, and turned over to the company several thousand 
dollars, proceeds of sale of "overs" merchandise that had 
accumulated in that station. 

While in railroad service he was executor for his father's, 
also of his deceased brother's estate, the first being quite 
complicated, the latter involving partnership in St. Louis and 
New Orleans firms. These estates were wound up 
advantageously, and to the perfect satisfaction of all 
interested, as evidenced by the affidavits of the heirs of 
each, which are on record in the office of the clerk of the 
county court of Davidson County. He was also trustee for 
various parties, whose interests, likewise, prospered in his 
hands. At the same time he was chairman of the board of 
stewards of Tulip Street Church, Nashville, during which 
period of several years it had a surplus fund on hand, a 
condition that had not before and has not since existed. He 
was elected president of the Nashville and Edgefield Street 
Railroad Company, also a member of the board of Methodist 
Foreign and Domestic Missions; for four years was a 
member of the board of trustees of Tulip Street Church, and 
secretary thereof; was director of Nashville Gas-Light 
Company, Broad Street Bridge Company, Building and 
Loan Association Company, director of various street 
railroad companies, and cashier of national bank in 
Nashville, the pecuniary interest in which he disposed of, 
and has since declined active business engagements in order 
to endeavor to build up a constitution never very robust at 
any period of life. 

In the sphere of finance Maj. Bransford was systematic 
and successful, never buying anything until ready to pay for 
it, avoiding security complications, and never spending 
more, but always less, than his income. An inflexible rule in 
his domestic affairs was never to wound his wife's 
sensibilities by having her at any time to come to him for 
money. On the contrary, her wants were anticipated, and on 
the first day of every month she was, without solicitation, 
furnished with funds sufficient to meet every requirement. 

Maj. Bransford is the eldest son of the late Col. Thomas L. 
Bransford, who was, intellectually and by great force of 
character, one of the foremost men in Tennessee. Col. 
Bransford's biography and portrait will be found in this 
history. 

The steamboat” John S. Bransford," named in honor of the 
subject of this biography, is now (1880) running on the Ohio 
and upper Cumberland Rivers. 

If the proverb be true that” he who plants a tree is a 
benefactor," Maj. Bransford might claim to be doubly so, 
since few men, if, indeed, any other man in Davidson 
County, has planted so many and such beautiful trees. His 
taste for trees or love of the beautiful is so well known that 
his property has often been recognized as such by its 
characteristic culture and ornamentation. 

He was united in marriage, Nov. 30, 1865, with Miss 

Manie E. Johnson, daughter of Col. Anthony W. Johnson, 
a retired merchant of Nashville, the two families having ever 
since resided together as one household. 

Maj. Bransford has only two living children, a son and a 
daughter, Johnson  and Lizzie , the first-born, Mary Lu , 
having died Aug. 8, 1874, in early childhood. A view of his 
residence—one of the most attractive in Davidson County—
will be found in this history. 

He is of English and French Huguenot descent. His 
immediate ancestry on both sides came west from Virginia 
to Kentucky and Tennessee. The family history, epitomized, 
may be found in Dr. McFerrin's” History of Methodism in 
Tennessee," vol. iii., page 481. 

Maj. Bransford never applied for membership nor 
belonged to any secret society. In politics he was 
independent, voting, so far as he could judge, for the best 
man or best interest of the community. 

The investigation of maturer years led him, after 
somewhat extensive reading on the subject of religion, to 
discard dogma, bigotry, and superstition, and to regard 
profession of belief in them as an infinitesimal part of any 
man's character. To do right, as far as we know, and may be 
able to practice it for right's sake alone, regardless of 
promise of reward on the one hand or threat of punishment 
on the other, he esteemed the most God-like action of which 
man is capable, the loftiest ideal in any sense attainable in 
practical life; acts, not professions, constituting, in his 
opinion, all that there is in what may be termed the 
sentiment of religion. 

He justly inherited aspirations for the freedom of opinion, 
his Huguenot ancestry having been driven from France for 
opinion's sake and his great-grandfather having been 
imprisoned in Virginia for allowing a Protestant minister to 
preach in his house. 

Maj. Bransford declined to furnish his portrait for 
insertion in this volume, and though practically conceding 
the value of data such as herein given,—not to the public, 
but, maybe, to some one of an after-generation of the name, 
like his talented father, who felt such an interest in the past 
family record,—yet as to portraits he would fain believe that 
"howe'er baseless his vanity in other things, 'Twas all 
outside `the shadow of what the substance seems.'" 

 

DAVID H. McGAVOCK 

David H. McGavock, second son of Francis McGavock, 
and grandson of David McGavock, Sr., was born in 
Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 1, 1826. He was early taught the 
value of time and money by his, honored father, who reared 
his children to industry and economy on the farm. He 
graduated at the Nashville University, at Nashville, Tenn., in 
1845, and immediately removed to Arkansas, where he 
continued to reside until 1849. In 1850 he was married to 
Willie , only daughter of William Harding (deceased) and 
Elizabeth Clopton, and settled on one of the finest farms in 
the State, which contains more than eleven hundred acres of 
choice land, situated on the Cumberland and Stone's Rivers, 
seven miles east of Nashville, where he now resides.  
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Mr. McGavock has made many valuable improvements on 
his farm, among which we may mention a fine house, which 
is truly an ornament to the county, a view of which, together 
with its beautiful surroundings, may be seen in another part 
of this work. Mr. McGavock has inherited all the virtues of 
his honored father and grandfather, and what we say of them 
can be equally well applied to him. He has one son, Frank, 
who was born in September, 1851, and married Lulie 
Spence, Sept. 16, 1875. They have two children,—viz., 
Spence  and Willie . 

 

 

DR. WILLIAM J. CARTER 

From the pen of a personal friend we copy the following: 
"On the 27th of June, 1878, one of Tennessee's best and 

noblest citizens, Dr. William J. Carter, passed away. 
"He was born in Halifax Co., N. C., on the 22d of May, 

1808, and moved to Tennessee in the fall of 1816. At the age 
of forty-two, May 9, 1850, he married Miss Nannie Demoss, 
a daughter of Mr. Abram Demoss. 

"He read medicine under the tuition of his brother, Dr. 
Bellfield Carter, attended the lectures at Transylvania 
University, Lexington, Ky., practiced his profession the year 
1830 at Charlotte, Dickson Co., and moved in 1831 to 
Harpeth River, at Dog Creek, in Cheatham County, where 
by close attention to business he made a large fortune. 
Ninety-two Negroes were liberated for him by the late war, 
and at his death he owned two fine farms, besides valuable 
personal property. 

"Dr. Carter was a devoted husband, kind father, and true 
friend. Many widowed mothers and orphaned children have 
received the benefits of his known skill, and have been fed 
by his bountiful charity with no other compensation than the 
gratification of having fed the hungry and relieved the sick. 

"We can scarcely comprehend the vastness of his energy, 
unless we remember the sparsely-settled districts in the 
immediate vicinity of Nashville, and that our city itself was 
but a small place at that time. 

"He practiced over a territory forty miles square, and 
through a country almost wholly destitute of public 
thoroughfares. When he moved to Harpeth his brother gave 
him a horse, and he bought of Dr. W. W. Berry fifty dollars' 
worth of medicines on credit. Dr. Berry told him his face 
was a sufficient guarantee of its payment. 

"He has told us from the lips that are now forever silent 
that during his travels by day he was forced to carry a 
hatchet., to blaze a path through the forest, and to cut the 
impeding limbs from his path, so that when riding at night 
he would not be struck from his horse. Rain, hail, snow, 
frozen rivers, full creeks,—nothing kept him from his 
patients when called; it mattered not whether they were rich 
or poor. Often was he called to visit the sick across Big 
Harpeth when it was out of its banks, its waters rushing in 
very madness along its channel; nothing daunted, he 
plunged into the stream, and frequently landed many yards 
below on the other bank. 

“Almost invariably was he correct in his diagnosis, and 
being skillful in his treatment met with unusual success. The 
profession has lost one of its most useful members, his 
family a kind husband and devoted father, and the 
community one of its most useful citizens." 

He leaves a wife and three children,—Carrie F. , Ann L. , 
and Belfield F. . Mrs. Carter is the youngest daughter of 
Abram Demoss, and was born in District Fourteen, 
Davidson Co., Oct. 19, 1828. 

Abram Demoss was the son of Lewis Demoss, and was 
born in North Carolina, and came to Davidson County with 
his parents at a very early day, and settled on the Big 
Harpeth. He married Elizabeth Newsome, daughter of 
Francis Newsome, an early settler in Davidson County. To 
them were born twelve children, nine of whom lived to be 
men and women grown. He was a very large farmer, owning 
some two thousand five hundred acres of good land. He was 
a man respected by those who knew him. He left a good 
name as the precious legacy to his children. 

 

 

LEONARD B. FITE. 

Leonard B. Fite was born Nov. 17, 1811, in Smith Co., 
Tenn. He was the son of Jacob Fite and Matilda Beard, from 
North Carolina. Jacob Fite was the son of Leonard Fite, who 
was the son of Johannes Fite, who emigrated to America 
from Germany at a date unknown. The family is one of the 
most remarkable of which we have a record for vigor of 
health and great longevity, and the fidelity with which they 
have observed that early injunction given to our reputed first 
parents,” to multiply and replenish the earth." 

On or about the 10th of April, 1861, two interesting events 
in the history. of Tennessee occurred. The one was the 
breaking out of the civil war, the other was the celebration 
of the Centennial birthday of Peggy Crosse Fite, 
grandmother of the gentleman whose life we are sketching. 
On that day five generations of the Fite family assembled to 
do honor to the occasion. Eleven of twelve children born 
Mrs. Peggy C. Fite were living, and either present or 
represented. Of grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and 
great-great-grandchildren, no less a number than four 
hundred and sixty-four were represented. What a picture the 
imagination conjures up! Think of this family assembled to 
make each other's acquaintance and compare experiences! 
Such a family is sufficient unto itself. It need not depend on 
neighbors for companionship; it had the promise of empire 
within -itself. Let some young mathematician of the family 
solve the problem of the number of the descendants there 
will be living in 1961, if the family continues to multiply for 
another century as it has for the last. Peggy C. Fite attained 
the great-age of one hundred and three and a half years. 

Johannes Fite, the founder of the family in America; was a 
miller by trade. When quite young he emigrated to this 
country with a large party of his countrymen and women, 
one of whom, Catharina by name, had inspired the love of 
Johannes on the voyage. By design or otherwise, the chests 
of the emigrants containing the clothing `and money were 
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sent on another ship than that on which the passengers were 
brought. No tidings were received by the emigrants of their 
baggage, and all but two were put up at auction on their 
arrival in New York and "sold for their passage-money. 
Johannes and Catharina were bought by the same party, a 
New Jersey miller, who, after he had bought Johannes, was 
by him solicited to buy his sweetheart. They were no sooner 
bound to the miller to work out enough to pay, their 
passage-money than they became bound to each other” to 
love, honor, obey," etc., etc., and went to live in the mill of 
their purchaser. Here they lived happy and contented for a 
long while,—at least, until four children were born to them. 
It was then Johannes removed to Pennsylvania, built him a 
fort to protect his family from Indians, and built a mill to 
support his growing family. 

Subsequently a large representative of the family moved 
to North Carolina, and after a residence of years then came 
to Tennessee. The grandfather of the present L. B. Fite came 
to Tennessee about 1800, settled at Buchanan's Station, and 
afterwards removed to Smith County and erected a mill. L.. 
B. Fite's father, Jacob, lived to be eighty-five years old, and 
his mother lived to be eighty-three. His great-uncle, John 
Fite, died at ninety-seven years of age. Mrs. Lamberson, a 
great-great-aunt, lived to be ninety-six. 

As illustrating the sturdy character for integrity of Jacob 
Fite, his son mentions with pride the following incident: In 
1864, while the civil war was yet in progress, he with other 
of his friends and neighbors was summoned to Nashville to 
take the oath of allegiance to the Federal government and 
provide themselves with the requisite protection of the 
provost-marshal. After he had taken the oath the marshal 
asked him how many sons he had and where they were. 
Being informed that so far as Mr. Fite knew four out of the 
five were South, and if not in the Confederate army were in 
sympathy with it, the marshal said,” Your love for your sons 
and attachment for them, sir, make your oath of no practical 
value. It must be stronger than your love for the government. 
Is it not so, sir?" Mr. Fite replied that he recognized no right 
to be questioned on the matter:” If I reply as you would have 
me, my neighbors would know I had sworn to a lie, and, 
worse than that, my God would know I had perjured myself. 
I can tie my hands, my feet, or my tongue by the oath I have 
taken, but I cannot prevent my heart from going out towards 
my toys." 

The provost-marshal snatched from Mr. Fite the certificate 
he had given him, and with profane abuse threatened him 
with imprisonment. A. V. S. Lindsey, a leading Union man, 
interested himself for this old and honest citizen, and 
brought Mt. Fite to an audience with the general 
commanding, who listened respectfully to Mr. Fite as he 
recited his account of the interview he had had with the 
marshal. Impressed with profound respect for Mr. Fite's 
regard to an oath, he ordered a pass to issue at once, saying,” 
have no doubt, old gentleman, you will keep your word 
more strictly than many who are now crowding here to make 
oath to their loyalty." 

Leonard B. Fite came to Nashville in the year 1830, and 
went into the store and employment of Robert I. 

Moore, a general merchant. He left Mr. Moore and 
commenced for himself in a retail dry-goods business in 
1834. He entered the wholesale trade exclusively in 1853, 
under the style of L. B. Fite & Co. This business he sold out 
in 1859. He was for many years a director in the” Bank of 
Tennessee,” and afterwards filled the same office in the 
Union Bank. He never would accept political office; his 
tastes inclined him otherwise. He watched with close 
attention the details of his large business, and says he never 
was absent from it by reason of illness for five days in forty 
years. 

Mr. Fite in 1840 married Miss Amanda Reynolds, by 
whom he had one son,—viz., James W. Fite. His second 
marriage occurred in 1853, to Miss Virginia G. L. Randall. 
Of this marriage was born L. B. Fite, Jr. By a third marriage 
he has two young daughters. In this later case he married 
Miss Martha Mann, née Campbell. 

For the last eight years of his life he has been connected 
with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

This sketch is furnished not on any desire of Mr. Fite to 
make himself prominent in the history of his county, but at 
the earnest solicitation of children and friends who hold him 
in very high esteem for his many good qualities as a man, as 
a father, head of a family, as a friend, merchant., and citizen. 
He is held in high esteem by a very large circle of friends, 
who have been attracted by his straightforward business 
methods, by his incorruptible honesty and faithful adherence 
to his friends. He is a self-made man, but has not found it 
necessary in order to rise himself that he pull down others; 
on the contrary, it would be difficult to find an acquaintance 
who is not proud to name himself as a friend. This is the 
testimony of others, and it is here recorded in the hope that it 
may contribute to Mr. Fite's happiness in the pleasant home 
to which He has retired, in Sumner County, about twelve 
miles north of Nashville, Tenn. 

GEN. JOHN F. WHELESS. 

John F. Wheless was born in Montgomery Co., Tenn., 
Feb. 3, 1839, and before six years of age lost both father and 
mother. Soon afterwards he was placed by his brother, 
Wesley Wheless, at school, near Nashville. By the time he 
was fourteen the education acquired was ample to fit him for 
business, and he entered the banking-house of Hobson & 
Wheless, of which his brother, Wesley, was the active 
manager. His advancement was rapid, having been promoted 
to the responsible position of paying teller in less than three 
years. 

In the financial panic of 1857, when all the banks 
throughout the country suspended, the one with which he 
was connected went into liquidation; thereupon the directors 
of the Bank of Tennessee offered him a position, which he 
accepted, but came near declining rather than ask any one to 
become his security on the bond required. Stepping into the 
president's room to inform him of his intention, he most 
opportunely met there a wealthy and influential friend, who, 
in congratulating him on his election, kindly proffered to 
sign the bond, and thus he was relieved of the necessity of 
asking that favor. He remained in the Bank of Tennessee 
three years or more, during which time his generous friend 
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became its honored president. In 1860 he resigned to engage 
in the brokerage and banking business on his own account, 
which he abandoned in April, 1861, and entered the military 
service of the State as junior lieutenant of Co. C, Rock City 
Guards. In April, 1862, he was elected captain of the 
company by a unanimous vote, although the most rigid 
disciplinarian in the regiment. 

Oct. 8, 1862, he was seriously wounded by a minie-ball 
through the body at the battle of Perryville; was captured 
and paroled. His exchange was effected the following 
January, and Lieut. Gen. Polk offered him a staff 
appointment of assistant inspector-general of his corps, 
which was accepted, and, soon afterwards Maj. Gen. A. P. 
Stewart tendered him the position of inspector-general with 
rank of major, which was declined at the solicitation of Gen. 
Polk, who desired to retain his services, and as a fitting 
recognition of them recommended his promotion. 

After the battle of Chickamauga, Gen. Polk was 
transferred to the Mississippi Department, and Gen. Bragg, 
by special order, assigned Capt. Wheless to duty in the 
inspector-general's department of his own staff, but before 
reporting for duty a communication was received at army 
headquarters from the post surgeon at Griffin, Ga., earnestly 
requesting that an officer of experience and firmness be sent 
there to prevent serious complications resulting from the 
disorganized condition of affairs existing at that point. Capt. 
Wheless was assigned to that duty, and speedily 
accomplished all that was desired. His efficiency in 
discharge of military duties was well attested by the fact that 
he was not personally known to either Gens. Polk, Stewart, 
or Bragg when they offered the important and responsible 
staff- appointments. 

From the command of the post at Griffin he was 
transferred to the paymaster's department of tire navy, where 
business talent was greatly needed. After several months' 
service in North Carolina waters he was ordered to the” 
James River squadron." Soon after reporting there for duty 
President Davis offered him, through Gen. Bragg, then in 
command at Richmond, a commission as lieutenant-colonel 
in the adjutant and inspector-general's department, but it was 
declined under the belief that the end of the war was too 
near to justify a change.  

In the evacuation of Richmond the naval command to 
which he was attached had charge of the treasury 
department, and guarded it to Augusta, Ga., and then back to 
Abbeville, S. C., where it was turned over to the command 
accompanying President Davis, which halted a day or so at 
Washington, Ga., and Paymaster Wheless was sent there to 
try and secure funds with which to pay off the naval 
detachment; his mission was successful, and while there he 
was present at the last meeting of the notables of the 
Confederate government, among whom were President 
Davis, Gen. Breckenridge, Secretary of War, Judge Reagan, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury, Judge Camp, Treasurer, 
Gen. Bragg, and others of lesser note. He returned to his 
command at Abbeville, paid out the money he had obtained, 
and received from the commanding officer an honorable 
discharge from further service to the Confederacy, after 
which he returned home, and, like many others, had but little 

with which to begin the world. On his way stopping in 
Augusta, a merchant there requested him to look after some 
old ante-bellum business, which was faithfully and 
successfully prosecuted, and resulted in the merchant 
intrusting to him large purchases of grain, which lasted for 
several months. In the fall or winter large capitalists in 
Cincinnati offered him ample means for starting a bank in 
Nashville, but just as the arrangements were completed the 
Legislature repealed the charter. About this time the Fourth 
National Bank was organized, and a number of the most 
influential directors tendered him their influence in electing 
him cashier, but, learning that a personal friend eminently 
fitted for the position might be induced to accept it, he 
declined, and urged the election of his friend. Subsequently 
he was offered the cashier ship of the Second National Bank, 
but, having only a few months previously established the 
commission-house of McAlister & Wheless, he declined the 
offer, and carried on the commission business with decided 
success until September, 1878, when he retired for a while 
from that branch of business, but entered it again in May, 
1879, when he established the firm of Wheless, Williams & 
Co., which still has a prosperous existence. 

During the past fifteen years he has been prominent in 
business circles, for most of the time a director of the 
Nashville and Decatur Railroad, Equitable Insurance 
Company, and Nashville Warehouse Company; for several 
terms president of the Cotton Exchange, and by that body, or 
through appointments of the Governor, has represented 
commercial interests in nearly all the commercial 
conventions held in various parts of the country, and at the 
meeting of the National Cotton Exchange held at White 
Sulphur Springs, Va., in 1875, although representing the 
smallest constituent exchange in that body, he was chosen a 
member of the executive council, and in the proceedings of 
the convention President Phelps, in announcing the fact, 
took occasion to say,” This selection gives me great 
pleasure, as it certainly will all who were members of the 
convention that met in Augusta, for you know and 
appreciate the important service he rendered in that 
convention,—a convention which accomplished more in less 
time than any with which I have ever been identified; and its 
success was due more to him than any other member, and he 
has performed a work for this body that cannot be too highly 
commended. All of you know the great difficulties attending 
the adoption of a constitution and by-laws in your exchange; 
you therefore fully appreciate the high value which should 
be accorded the work he has accomplished in preparing for 
this body a constitution, by-laws, and rules so perfect and 
comprehensive as to have commanded your approval 
without a solitary change of importance. Such a 
consummation is without a precedent, and deserves at your 
hands the highest compliment you can bestow,; and while 
you had many distinguished gentlemen to choose from, you 
could not possibly have made a better selection, and it gives 
me great pleasure to announce that Mr. John F. Wheless, of 
the Nashville Cotton Exchange, has been elected a member 
of the executive council of the National Cotton Exchange of 
America." 
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In 1876, believing that under the influence of wrong 
teaching the people were drifting towards repudiation, he 
urged upon prominent politicians the necessity for taking a 
bold and decided stand in favor of sustaining the credit of 
the State, and prepared and published a plan for meeting the 
interest on the debt, which was received with favor, and 
resulted in his being invited to New York City to confer 
with the bondholders as to the best course to be pursued; and 
having become convinced that a” compromise" had become 
necessary, and wishing to avoid the State taking the 
initiative in that direction, he urged the bondholders the 
propriety of their asking for a committee of conference, and 
they, acting on this suggestion, sent him a communication 
signed by representatives of five to six millions of dollars of 
bonds for Governor Porter to request the Legislature to 
appoint a committee to confer with them in regard to an 
adjustment of the matter. 

In July, 1877, the City Council and Merchants' Exchange 
invited President Hayes and Cabinet to visit Nashville, and 
Capt. Wheless was requested to visit -Washington City and 
deliver the invitations to the gentlemen in person, which he did, 
and succeeded in securing their acceptance, and September 19th 
President Hayes, with several members of his cabinet, 
accompanied by Governor Wade Hampton, arrived in 
Nashville. Capt. Wheless, as chairman of the committee of 
arrangements, ably assisted by a number of prominent 
gentlemen, made the occasion a grand success, it being the 
largest gathering of people ever seen in the city, and everything 
passed off pleasantly and to the entire satisfaction of the guests. 

During the terrible yellow fever epidemic in Memphis in 
1879 the necessity for furnishing provisions to the suffering 
people there and in camps became so urgent that Governor 
Marks sent for Capt. Wheless and urged him to undertake the 
work of organizing a bureau for their relief, and in order to 
invest him with all the authority possible commissioned him 
brigadier-general and commissary-general of the State. Gen. 
Wheless began immediate and earnest preparations for the 
relief of the fever-stricken city, and in a few days had an agent 
at every depot in the State duly authorized to collect and 
forward supplies. 

In the Centennial celebration of the city of Nashville he 
was assigned to the chairmanship of the committee on 
military, with authority to appoint its members and to 
command the military during the continuance of the 
celebration, and specially charged with the management of 
the martial ceremonies, including the unveiling of the 
Jackson statue. 

At an early age he made a profession of religion during a 
revival at the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in the fall of 
1851, and by the advice of the minister conducting it joined 
the Methodist Church, as most of his associations were with 
that denomination. 

Feb. 27, 1866, he was united in marriage with Fanny 
Aiken McAlister, third daughter of William K. McAlister, of 
Nashville. 

In respect to his wishes the narration of the events of his 
life is made without comment or embellishment, but it 
seems appropriate that mention should not be omitted of the 
fact that none of the many appointments to positions of trust 
and responsibility were made at his solicitation. 

JABEZ P. DAKE, A.M., M.D. 

Dr. Dake is descended, on his father's side, from an 
English family which settled in New England two hundred 
years ago, and, on his mother's side, from the Roger 
Williams Rhode Island Quaker-Baptist stock. His 
grandfather was at the battle of Bennington, and his father 
was in service in the war of 1812. 

Born at Johnstown, near Saratoga, N. Y., April 22, 1827, 
he was educated at Madison University, Hamilton, N. Y., 
and at Union College, Schenectady, under the famous Dr. 
Eliphalet Nott. From the latter institution he graduated with 
honor in 1849. 

His father being a physician, also two of his elder 
brothers, after contemplating briefly the study of law or 
theology, he entered finally and earnestly upon the family 
calling. He took a full course in the Geneva Medical 
College, under Webster, Coventry, Hadley, and other able 
teachers. Becoming a private pupil, at Pittsburgh, of Dr. 
Gustavus Reichhelm, an educated Prussian, the first 
practitioner of homoeopathy to pass west of the Alleghany 
Mountains, he devoted himself especially to the study of the 
new school of medicine. 

Taking another full course at the Homoeopathic Medical 
College in Philadelphia, he received its diploma in the 
spring of 1851. 

Locating at Pittsburgh, he became the associate of Dr. 
Reichhelm, and, finally, his successor in 1853. 

Educated, earnest, and of good address, he was not long in 
winning the confidence of the community and in gaining a 
clientele second to none in the city. 

His practical success and readiness with the pen led to his 
early appointment as an associate editor of the Philadelphia 
Journal of Homoeopathy; also to his being called to 
Philadelphia as an orator on the occasion of the centennial 
celebration of Hahnemann's birthday, April 10, 1855. His 
oration on the” Philosophy of Homoeopathy" won upon the 
profession, and, with other things, led to his appointment, at 
the early age of twenty-eight, to the chair of materia medica 
and therapeutics at his Alma Mater. 

Leaving his practice at Pittsburgh with his partner, Dr. J. 
C. Burgher, in the fall, he spent the winters lecturing in 
Philadelphia, returning to his home work in the spring. The 
double duties proving too much for his strength, he resigned 
his chair and the congenial labors of the college, and 
returned finally to his practice in the spring of 1857. 

His career in Pittsburgh was marked by an earnest 
advocacy, in public as well as private, with pen and tongue, 
of what he deemed to be medical truth. Among his polemic 
encounters was one with Dr. James King, late surgeon-
general of Pennsylvania, in a newspaper discussion, with 
whom he won much credit as a medical scholar and writer, 
as well as an able disputant. 

In 1857 he was elected president of the national society of 
homoeopathic physicians, the American Institute, at its 
annual meeting in Chicago, and the next year delivered the 
annual address before the same body in the city of Brooklyn. 

Broken down by overwork, he was obliged to withdraw 
for a time to his farm at Salem, Ohio, where he found 
horticulture, more especially grape-culture, at once a source 
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of pleasure and of renewed health. He was president of a 
large association of grape-growers, and did much to promote 
the culture of fine fruits in Ohio and along the shores of 
Lake Erie. 

His own renewed health, and the failing health of his wife, 
whose family had all been swept away by pulmonary 
disease, led him to abandon his fine fruit-farm and 
vineyards, and to seek a milder climate and a new field of 
professional work in the South. 

Mrs. Dake, Miss Elizabeth Church, to whom he was 
married on the 3d of April, 1851) was the daughter of Dr. 
William Church, an eminent physician and surgeon of 
Pittsburgh. A woman gifted as a writer, and especially bright 
and faithful in her domestic relations, the mother of five 
sons, as good and true as ever mother doted on; it was not 
strange that her safety should influence the goings of the 
family ark. 

Selecting Tennessee (for which State he had a lingering 
fondness since playing schoolmaster, at the age of eighteen, 
in her Western District, during a rest from college), the 
doctor arrived in Nashville with his family June, 1869. 

Although personally known to only one or two residents 
of the city, it was not long till the reputation made in 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia followed him here. The 
characteristics which had made him successful at Pittsburgh 
were soon noticed here,—an earnest devotion to the best 
interests of the sick. 

Overworked again, and prostrated by a partial paralysis, 
he was obliged in 1875 to leave his practice to his eldest 
son, Dr. William C. Dake, and to spend several months in 
European travel. 

Upon his restoration to health and return home he was 
elected to the chair of practice and principles of medicine in 
the old college at Philadelphia. Going there in the fall of 
1876, he gave a course of lectures; but, finding the health of 
his wife would not admit of her accompanying him to 
Philadelphia in the winter-time, he resigned the work in 
which he had taken great pleasure, and again devoted 
himself entirely to practice. His patients are widely 
distributed, being by no means confined to Tennessee. 

Besides his practical work, Dr. Dake has been an almost 
constant writer upon medicine, sanitary science, and other 
subjects of public interest. 

His influence has been felt in the halls of municipal and 
State legislation in opposition to partisan and illiberal 
measures, and especially in favor of the increased efficacy 
of public hygiene. His effort last year resulted in the placing 
of two most useful laymen on the State Board of Health. 

Besides articles in society transactions, journals, and 
newspapers, he has written an excellent treatise on domestic 
medical practice, and another entitled the” Science of 
Therapeutics in Outline," setting forth a complete system of 
therapeutic principles, in which all known remedial 
measures are assigned appropriate places. The subject upon 
which he has written and spoken most is the regeneration of 
the Materia Medica upon a basis of thorough and exact 
experimentation, in which all improved means of diagnosis 
are applied to drug effects as to the manifestations of disease 
in the sick. 

In 1878 he was a member of the special commission 
appointed by the American Institute of Homoeopathy, and 
provided for financially by Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, for 
the investigation of the yellow fever epidemic.. 

His experience in the treatment of Asiatic cholera has 
been large and successful, beginning at Pittsburgh in 1849, 
and extending through the epidemics of 1850, 1854, 1866, 
and 1873. He made an elaborate statistical report to the 
commission appointed to investigate the epidemic of 1873. 

Clear in his views, honest and deep in his convictions, 
uncompromising in his principles, yet liberal and courteous 
and kind towards all, Dr. Dake furnishes an example of an 
educated man who is not overbearing, a reformer who is not 
a fanatic, and a Christian who is not a bigot. He often says 
the last article in every creed to which he subscribes must 
read thus: “All the foregoing articles are open to alterations 
and amendments in accordance with increasing light and 
knowledge." 

His confidence in the ultimate triumph of truth among the 
doctrines, and of the” survival of the fittest” among 
institutions and men, has made him liberal and patient in the 
varied conflicts of life. 

His appreciation of his adopted State is very high. He has 
written and talked much of her immense natural resources. 
His faith in the future of Nashville is strong: he predicts a 
great city in the central basin of Tennessee. 

 

HENRY SHEFFIELD, M.D. 

Henry Sheffield, M.D., of Nashville, Tenn., was born in 
Stonington, Conn., Jan. 22, 1828. He is of English descent. 
His grandfather and father were shipbuilders on Long Island 
Sound. It was the wish of his father that he should succeed 
to his business, so at the age of eighteen he commenced to 
study the theory and practice of shipbuilding. While thus 
employed his health became so much impaired that he was 
compelled to abandon the business and seek a more suitable 
and less laborious employment. In 1848 he went to Auburn, 
N. Y., to consult Dr. Horatio Robinson, the oldest 
homoeopathic physician in Central New York, a lifelong 
and faithful friend of his father. Under his skillful treatment 
he soon recovered his health, and then entered upon the 
study of medicine with Dr. Robinson. It was his privilege to 
attend the first course of lectures delivered at the 
Homoeopathic College in Cleveland. Ohio. He attended a 
second course at the same institution, and received the 
degree of M.D. in February, 1852. After practicing at 
Batavia, N. Y., he went to Cleveland to attend a third course 
of lectures. Here under the tuition of Professor Pulte he gave 
special study to the diseases of women and children. In 1854 
he went to Sacramento, Cal., but found little room there for 
his profession, therefore returned and settled in Nashville, 
March, 1855. At that time there were but three or four 
families who used homoeopathic remedies. He had to endure 
the unjust ridicule and bitter opposition of the medical 
fraternity and their friends. By his numerous cures he has 
made many homoeopaths. By his firm and upright course he 
has made many strong friends. We take pleasure in closing 
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this sketch of Dr. Sheffield by an article from the pen of 
William Henry Smith, an honored citizen of Nashville: 

"When Dr. Sheffield located at Nashville the prospect was 
not very encouraging; the field was rather barren in 
appearance. There were but a few families who had become 
converts to the new practice, and they were firm and 
steadfast in the faith, but it seemed impossible to extend the 
circle. The opponents of homoeopathy had stoutly resisted 
its introduction, and were exceedingly active and industrious 
in their efforts to prejudice the popular mind. They had 
brought to bear against it all the resources of argument, wit, 
satire, ridicule, and misrepresentation, and many who were 
disposed to embrace it were thus deterred from doing so. 
The allopathic practitioners, father-confessors of the great 
bulk of invalids, never permitted an opportunity to pass 
without giving homoeopathy and its adherents a stab. In 
some instances they carried their opposition to the extent of 
social ostracism. The prejudice engendered against 
homoeopathy was great, but not greater than the ignorance 
on the subject prevalent. Men formed their opinions not after 
fair and truth-seeking investigation, but upon the dicta of 
those who were more or less interested in preventing inquiry 
and keeping the people in ignorance. In a word, Nashville 
was as completely under the domination of allopathy as 
Mexico under the priesthood. It was no pleasant or easy 
task, therefore, that Dr. Sheffield had before him. He 
determined, however, to meet and surmount, if possible, all 
the obstacles which stood as a barrier to success. He had full 
faith in his cause, and never wavered in his conviction that a 
favorable impression could be made, the Chinese wall of 
prejudice broken, and homoeopathy firmly planted and 
extended. He had patience, fortitude, courage, confidence. 
All these virtues were taxed in his experience, but not in 
vain. His success as a practitioner of rare judgment and 
consummate skill, his close attention to his patients, and his 
sterling worth as a gentleman of the strictest integrity soon 
resulted in a gradual extension of his practice upon sure and 
solid foundations. In a few years he had so won the esteem 
and confidence of the citizens of Nashville that all doubts of 
success were removed. A little later his practice became 
lucrative, and is still growing. His high character, 
perseverance, foresight, and skill overcame obstacles which 
others found insurmountable; and now thousands are treated 
according to the homoeopathic system. where the practice 
was limited to a few. The career of Dr. Sheffield has been 
eminently successful. He has attained the highest. rank as a 
physician. No professional man in the city has warmer and 
more devoted friends, or possesses in a greater degree the 
respect and esteem of all classes of citizens. This is due to 
his substantial merits, and not to any pandering to popular 
tastes, partialities, or prejudices. He is firm and inflexible in 
his purposes, unswervingly faithful to his friends, and 
incorruptible. 

"The barren field which Dr. Sheffield found in Nashville 
is, as we have shown, no longer barren. It has been well 
cultivated, and is yielding golden fruit. His friends pray that 
he may long live to enjoy the reward, of his labors and the 
gratitude of his fellow-men whose maladies he has healed or 
alleviated." 

JOHNIVY MONROE SHARPE 

Johnny Monroe Sharpe, son of Silas Davidson Sharpe and 
Mary (Feimster) Sharpe, is of Scotch-Irish stock, and claims 
descent from Archbishop Sharpe, of Scotland. His paternal 
line of ancestry settled in Maryland at an early period of 
colonial history, and, at a date not much later, was carried to 
North Carolina, where, at Liberty Hill, Iredell Co., Nov. 29, 
1832, Dr. Sharpe was born. His name was originally” John 
Ivy," but fearing that the initials” J. I. M." would lead to the 
application of the nick-name,” Jim," Dr. Sharpe coined, in 
early boyhood, the union of the two in one name as now 
written. 

Dr. Sharpe's paternal grandmother was a Davidson, niece 
of Gen. William Davidson, of Revolutionary fame, who fell 
in action on the banks of the Catawba. Davidson County 
received its name from him. His maternal grandfather was 
Capt. William Feimster, also a participant in the Revolution. 
Capt. Feimster removed from South Carolina to North 
Carolina shortly after that war. He was a quaint, peculiar old 
man, and the first school Dr. Sharpe attended was under a 
teacher employed by him. This school was free to all the 
neighborhood and supported by the pension money of the 
old veteran, which was all used in this manner. 

After taking the ordinary course of the old field schools 
and two years' instructions of the able Rev. Dr. Millon and 
Messrs. Campbell, in his seventeenth year lie went to 
Eastern Carolina and engaged in teaching, going to school, 
and occasionally preaching. After four or five years spent in 
this diversified manner, he was appointed tutor at Emory 
and Henry College, Virginia. Here the energy and resolution 
of his character were shown in a very 'conspicuous manner. 
He taught three or four hours daily, and kept up with his 
college class in its regular course. Dependent on himself, 
without means, he used second-hand books, secondhand 
clothes, anything that with honor and the most rigorous self-
denial would tend to carry him to the successful termination 
of a studious student-life. Thus he passed this formative 
period of life working, striving, struggling against obstacles 
which weaker men would consider not to be overcome. 
Winning some distinction in passing through the course, he 
reached the goal for which he was striving, and was enrolled 
an alumnus of Emory and Henry. 

In 1856 he married Miss Kate Hammond, and 
immediately removed to Tennessee to engage in the 
profession of teaching, which he followed for several years 
with marked ability and success. 

The anarchy and confusion of the late civil war drove 
students and teacher alike from the school-room, and, this 
source of revenue being gone, the necessaries of life for a 
dependent family compelled him to try trading. In this new 
sphere he, at first, was troubled by accumulated debt.. of 
other days, which harassed his mind and tried his integrity. 
But with him the only motto was” persevere." This energy 
brought financial success, and success confidence, and at the 
close of the war he had won a fine position and was worth 
ten or fifteen thousand dollars. Thus was first brought to 
light the business talent which the sedentary life of the 
school-room might have kept always hidden.  
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After the war Dr. Sharpe returned to the school-room, but 
the new-found business man demanded more active 
employment. Engaging in merchandise, he continued in 
trade for eight years, and success crowned his exertions. The 
Edgefield and Nashville Manufacturing Company was 
organized at this period. Dr. Sharpe became interested in it, 
and was nominated for its first president. This he declined, 
accepting the position of treasurer. After two years' service 
in this capacity he was elected president, and, for the four 
years past, has held both offices. The success of the 
company has been very gratifying. The business is now one 
hundred per cent above that done when Dr. Sharpe took 
charge. His character of firmness and decision is impressed 
on the entire establishment, and the discipline among 
officers and men is harmonious but positive. In this field Dr. 
Sharpe has found his forte. His qualifications for success are 
energy, pluck, firmness, common sense, and integrity, 
combined with the drill acquired in the school-room. His 
post is where his presence is demanded, night or day. His 
work is never done, laboring, perhaps, fourteen hours a day 
on the average through the entire year. His ambition is to 
succeed honorably. What is to be done he does, his salary 
being his least consideration. He regards manufacturing as 
the highest grade of merchandise, creating values as well as 
fixing them. He believes it the great desideratum of the 
whole South, as it stimulates and employs both head and 
hands, wakes the idle, develops latent energy and resources, 
and produces thrift, wealth, and happiness. 

Dr. Sharpe is nervo-bilious in temperament, fair 
complexion, auburn hair, with beard almost red,—both 
slightly mixed with gray; height, five feet nine and one-half 
inches. His politics are conservative, he having been reared 
an old-line Whig. 

His religious views are decidedly Methodistic, yet ever 
advanced, liberal, and independent. He was early ordained a 
minister. As a preacher his work has been incidental, but 
productive of good. The successful organization of West 
End Methodist Church, Nashville, resulted largely from his 
efforts, and for four years he was chaplain of Tennessee 
State Prison. Here his faithfulness and attention met with 
reward and secured encomiums from the highest officials of 
the State. Among his circle of ministerial associates few 
have warmer friends, and his counsel is ever sought, as 
valuable in church matters. 

The leading business men of Nashville consider him a 
conservative and successful business man of high 
commercial standing, sound judgment, and sterling integrity. 

All in all, as a manufacturer, as a clergyman, and as a 
citizen, he is a representative man, enjoying the confidence 
of all who know him, and ever the friend of progress, 
improvement, and education. 

Dr. Sharpe and wife have lived to see four of their five 
children live to maturity,—Mora H. , who is now secretary 
of the Underwriters' Association of Nashville; Nannie G. , a 
graduate of Vassar College; Carrie G. , a graduate of Dr. 
Ward's Seminary for Young Ladies; and Eddie L. , who 
graduated this year at his father's Alma Mater, Emory and 
Henry College, Va. 

 

GEN. CLINTON B. FISK 
Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, from whom Fisk University, 

Nashville, Tenn., takes its name, was born in 1828, in the 
town of York, Livingston Co., and State of New York. He 
was descended from the Rhode Island Fisks, his grandfather 
having been Deacon Ephraim Fisk, of Killingly, Conn., and 
his father, Benjamin B. Fisk, a cousin of the Rev. Dr. Wilbur 
Fisk, who was president of the Wesleyan University at 
Middletown, Conn, Gen. Fisk's father emigrated with his 
family from Western New York to Clinton, Lenawee Co., 
Mich., in 1830. His father died in 1832, leaving his widowed 
mother with six boys, the oldest being but fourteen years of 
age. His Christian mother struggled in much poverty to rear 
and educate her boys. Gen. Fisk, at the age of nine years, 
was placed with a farmer, with whom he was to live until 
attaining the age of twenty-one years, at which time he was 
to receive a hundred dollars, two suits of clothes, a horse, 
saddle, and bridle, and was, meantime, to have the 
advantages of three months' schooling per annum in the 
district school for four years. The fatherless lad entered upon 
the new relation with high hopes of fame and fortune, and 
labored as but few boys of his age ever did, with a hard life, 
walking to the little country school miles away from the 
rude cabin he called home, winning the first place in his 
classes and developing in his boyhood a high order of talent. 
He discovered within himself greater possibilities than the 
advantages of his contract with the old farmer promised, and 
at thirteen arranged for a release from his engagement, and 
pushed out into the world for himself, working on farms and 
in shops, studying at night, and in the field by day as he 
followed the plow and harrow. At fifteen, by the aid of 
friends, he was enabled to enter the Wesleyan Seminary at 
Albine, Mich., where, by boarding himself and teaching in 
the common schools a part of the time, he prepared for 
college, and purposed graduating from the Michigan 
University at Ann Arbor. A severe and prolonged attack of 
inflammation of the eyes led his physician to prohibit him 
from further study for a time, and he reluctantly turned away 
from his books to engage in business pursuits. 

At twenty years of age he became associated with L. D. 
Crippen, who, with his son, I. B. Crippen, was a merchant, 
miller, and banker. At twenty-one, in 1850, he married Miss 
Janette A. Crippen, daughter of the senior partner, with 
whom he had become acquainted during his life at the 
seminary in Albine, and continued his residence in 
Coldwater until 1858, when he removed to St. Louis, where 
he made his home, and engaged in business. 

He was among the first to rally round the flag in the war 
for the Union, serving on the celebrated Committee of 
Safety in the city of his adoption, volunteering as a private 
soldier in the three months' service, and devoting all his 
energies to the enlistment of troops, providing supplies, and 
in every possible way promoting the interests of the 
government. He was conspicuous in the organization of the 
Union Merchants' Exchange of St. Louis in the winter of 
1862, and was made its chief executive officer. He was 
commissioned colonel of the Thirty-third Regiment United 
States Volunteers in Missouri in July, 1862, The regiment 
was known as the Merchants' Regiment, and was the nucleus 
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around which the Merchants' Brigade was organized. He 
commanded the Thirteenth Division of the Thirteenth Army 
Corps of the Army of the Tennessee, under Gen. Grant, 
remaining in that army until the fall of Vicksburg, when he 
was specially ordered by President Lincoln to duty in 
Missouri, where he was successively in command of the 
Districts of Southeast Missouri, St. Louis, and North 
Missouri, in each of which he was eminently successful in 
restoring good order, re-establishing the civil courts, and 
reviving industry. When, in September, 1864, the 
Confederate forces, under Gen. Sterling Price, invaded 
Missouri, with intent to seize Jefferson City, the capital of 
the State, Gen. Fisk, with a force much inferior in numbers, 
made successful resistance, saving the capital, and 
inaugurating, under Gen. Rosecrans, a campaign which 
resulted in the route of the opposing forces, with the capture 
of their chief officers, in Southwest Missouri. 

After the close of the war, in April, 1865, Gen. Fisk was 
assigned to duty in the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands, with headquarters at Nashville. His 
district comprised the States of Kentucky and Tennessee, 
Eastern Arkansas, and the northern portion of Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Georgia, with command of the troops 
stationed in Tennessee. He remained in the successful 
discharge of the difficult duties incident to the new order of 
things until September, 1866, when he retired from the 
public service and re-engaged in business pursuits. It was 
while on duty at Nashville that he became specially 
interested in the education of the freedmen. Fisk School, 
founded in 1866, was the beginning of the university which 
bears his name, and which now has world-wide fame 
through the Jubilee Singers, who have so successfully 
carried their slave melodies into all Europe and America, 
and out of whose efforts came chiefly the means to erect 
Jubilee Hall, one of the most beautiful educational buildings 
in America. 

Gen. Fisk, on his return to civil life, was by Governor 
Fletcher, of Missouri, placed in charge of the Southwest 
Pacific Railway, then owned by the State of Missouri. He 
subsequently became associated with parties who purchased 
the railway and its lands from the State and constructed it to 
the western border of Missouri. Gen. Fisk became the chief 
financial officer of the corporation, with office in New York 
City, whither he removed in 1872, and from that date has 
resided in the East. He is at this date, 1880, of the firm of 
Clinton B. Fisk & Co., bankers and brokers, in New York. 
His residence is on Ramson Hill, near Seabright, N. J., on a 
beautiful height overlooking the ocean, Pleasure Bay, and 
the Shrewsbury River, where generous hospitality to his 
many friends is dispensed. 

Gen. Fisk is an earnest Methodist, and for many years has 
been among the leading laymen of that denomination, and 
was a delegate to the General Conferences of that church 
held in Baltimore in 1876, and in Cincinnati in 1880, and 
was one of the commission on formal fraternity between the 
Methodism North and South. He has long served as one of 
the board of managers of the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and is a member of the 
executive committee of the American Missionary 

Association. He is also a trustee in the Drew Theological 
Seminary, and chairman of the Board of Indian 
Commissioners. Gen. Fisk has been most ably supported in 
all his religious and educational work by the hearty 
cooperation of his wife, whose energies! have been directed 
equally with his in promoting the interests to which he has 
made generous contributions of time and money. 

ERASTUS MILO CRAVATH 

Erastus Milo Cravath, president of Fisk University, is the 
eldest son of Oren  and Betsey Northway Cravath, and was 
born July 1, 1833, in Homer, N. Y. His great-grandfather, on 
his father's side, was a Huguenot Frenchman, who settled in 
Connecticut on emigrating to this country. 

The childhood and youth of Erastus were spent at home 
on the farm, and he received the usual advantages of 
education afforded by country schools in the New England 
and Middle States. At the age of eighteen, having partly 
prepared for college at Homer. Academy and at New York 
Central College, he went to Oberlin, Ohio, where he spent 
nine years in study, being graduated from Oberlin College, 
in 1857, and from theology in 1860. 

In October, 1860, he married Ruth Anna Jackson, 
daughter of Caleb and Mary Ann Jackson, of Kennett 
Square, Pa. Miss Jackson was a Quakeress, a descendant of 
Isaac Jackson, who came from England to join the Friends' 
settlement near Philadelphia in 1725, and from whom 
descended also the Virginia branch of the family, to which 
Gen. Stonewall Jackson belonged. 

For three years after their marriage they were settled at 
Berlin Heights, Ohio, where Mr. Cravath was pastor of the 
Congregational Church. 

In December, 1863, he was elected chaplain of the One, 
Hundred and First Regiment of Ohio Volunteers, and in 
January following he joined the command, which was then 
guarding the pontoon-bridge across the Tennessee River at 
Bridgeport, Tenn. He served with the regiment during the 
Atlanta campaign and at the battles of Franklin and 
Nashville, and later in East Tennessee, until the Army of the 
Cumberland, to which the regiment belonged, was mustered 
out of service at Nashville, in June, 1865. 

In the October-following he came to Nashville, under the 
commission of the American Missionary Association, of 
New York City, as field agent, to establish schools for the 
freedmen in Tennessee and portions of Georgia and 
Alabama. 

The first work done was to assist in the purchase of the 
ground near the Chattanooga depot for the establishment of 
the school which developed into Fisk University. In a few 
weeks his family joined him, and Nashville became the 
headquarters for the educational work in what was known as 
the Middle West Department of the association's work. A 
school was opened at Atlanta, out of which has grown the 
Atlanta University. Schools were also opened at Macon and 
other points. In the autumn of the following year he was 
called by the association to the district secretary ship at 
Cincinnati. By this appointment the charge of a collecting 
work in the South. 

After holding this position for four years, he was 
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called to the New York office as field secretary, and was 
given the charge of the whole Southern work of the 
association. In 1875 he was elected to the presidency of 
Fisk University, of which, as an officer of the 
association, he had had the general charge from the first 
step that was taken towards its establishment. The next 
three years were spent in Great Britain and on the 
continent of Europe, in connection with the work which 
was being done by the Jubilee Singers in behalf of Fisk 
University. This furnished unusual opportunities for 
seeing the countries and becoming acquainted with all 
classes of the people. 

On returning to the United States, in the summer of 
1878, President Cravath entered upon his duties at the 
university, having had special advantages in the way of 
preparation through his army experience, his ten years of 
labor, as an officer of the American Missionary 
Association, in charge of educational work in the 
South, and by his three years of close contact with the 
people of foreign countries. 

ADAM K. SPENCE. 

Adam K. Spence was born March 12, 1831, in the 
village of Rhynie, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, at the foot of 
the Tap o' Noth, one of the Grampian Mountains, in 
which picturesque locality his parents were then 
residing, their native place being Huntley, in the same 
county. His father, Adam Spence, pursued his studies 
in Aberdeen University, and became a physician. His 
mother, Elizabeth Ross, is connected on one side with 
Clan Ross, and on the other with Clan Macdonald, and is a 
cousin of the poet and novelist, George Macdonald, in 
whose poetic inspiration she shares, being herself the 
author of many short poems. 

In the year 1833 they, with a daughter and two sons, 
the youngest being the subject of this sketch, set sail 
for the New World. Embarking at Aberdeen, they 
passed around the North of Scotland and reached 
Quebec, Canada, in six weeks. Steam was not then 
in.use on the ocean. In two weeks more, passing up the 
St. Lawrence River and the lakes, they reached the city of 
Detroit, in the then Territory of Michigan. Led by a 
desire common to foreigners to become an owner of 
land, Dr. Spence purchased a farm in the county of 
Washtenaw, near Ann Arbor, then mostly a forest. Here 
his family were reared, while he practiced medicine 
until his death, in 1849. Deprived to a large extent 
during earlier years of school facilities, at the age of 
seventeen Professor Spence began his efforts to secure a 
liberal education. To this end, he taught school and 
performed manual labor. Having prepared himself for 
college in Oberlin, Ohio, he entered the University of 
Michigan in the year 1854, where in 1858 he graduated 
as Bachelor of Arts, taking his Master's degree three 
years later. 

Immediately upon graduation he was appointed 
instructor in Greek in that institution of learning, and 
afterwards professor of French, which position he left 
when, in 1870, he came to Nashville to take charge as 

principal of 
Fisk University, then in its infancy. In doing this lie 

realized his fondly-cherished desire to aid a people long cast 
down, and for whom, from his infancy, he had been 
taught by his Scotch parents to feel a deep sympathy. 
Under his immediate care for eight years, the university 
made much progress in many ways, and especially a 
college department was organized, a college faculty was 
appointed, and the first class of students of the African 
race in a former slave State was carried through and 
graduated from a college course. 

In the year 1863, Professor Spence was married in the 
city of Detroit to Miss Catherine Mackey, born in 
Pennsylvania shortly after the arrival of her parents from 
Scotland. Mrs. Spence has greatly aided the university 
by securing funds in the Northern States for the aid of 
the indigent students, and in 1878 accompanied her 
husband to Great Britain, where they spent a year in 
Scotland and England in the interests of the university and 
the cause of African missions, these latter to be carried on 
for the most part by persons of African descent, born and 
educated in this country. They received a most 
hearty.welcome. 

Their only living child is a daughter, Mary Elizabeth , 
born in 1865, and now a student in Fisk University. 

In January, 1858, a Young Men's Christian Association 
was organized in the University of Michigan, the first 
college Young Men's Christian Association, as it is 
believed, formed in the country, of which Professor 
Spence, then a student, was the first president. 

Professor Spence at present occupies the position of 
dean of the faculty and professor of Greek and French in 
Fisk University, and- is an ordained minister in the 
Congregational denomination. 

PROF. H. S. BENNETT. 

Henry Stanley Bennett was born in Brownsville, Pa., 
April 16, 1838, of Quaker parentage. His father, Elisha 
Bennett, was born in the year 1805, in Chester Co., 
Pa., but moved to Western Pennsylvania when a boy. 
He was a boatman, and spent forty years of his life on the 
Western rivers. At the time of his death, Dec. 31, 1863, 
he was captain of the steamer "Franklin," which plied 
on the Monongahela River. 

His mother, Elizabeth Cock, was the daughter of 
William Cock, an Englishman, who came to this country 
when a young man, and settled in Fayette Co., Pa. She 
was born in 1809, and died in 1880. Of the family of 
Elisha  and Elizabeth Bennett three brothers and three 
sisters lived to grow to maturity. Prof. Bennett has a 
twin sister, the only surviving female member of his 
father's family. 

The subject of this sketch, when a boy, studied in the 
public and private schools of his native town until the 
age of fifteen, when he went to Merrittstown Academy and 
remained a year or two. At the age of seventeen he went to 
Oberlin College, Ohio, and graduated from the college 
course in 1860. During his course and at its close he 
taught several terms in public schools. He studied theol-
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ogy in the Oberlin Seminary, and graduated from that 
course in 1863. 

The day after the completion of his theological course he 
married Lydia S. Herrick, also a graduate from the 
classical course of Oberlin College. She was the daughter 
of Daniel  and Azubah Herrick, of Austinburg, Ohio. 
She worked her way through college by teaching. 

Seven children are the fruits of this union, five of 
whom are living,—Oliver J. , aged thirteen; William 
M. , aged ten; Mary E. , aged seven; Henry J. , aged five; 
and Anna , aged three. 

In October, 1863, Prof. Bennett took charge of the 
Second Congregational Church of Wakeman, Ohio, and 
was ordained by Council to the gospel ministry Nov. 17, 
1863. His work in Wakeman extended over four years, 
and was blessed with revivals of much power during three 
winters in succession. The church was much 
strengthened by his ministrations. 

In the year 1864, when the National Guards of Ohio 
were called out to relieve the veterans located in 
fortifications, that they might strengthen Gen. Grant on his 
march through the wilderness towards Richmond, Prof. 
Bennett left his church and went with his company 
(Company K), One Hundred and Fiftieth Regiment of the 
Ohio National Guards, as a private. This regiment was 
located in the fortifications around Washington, 
reaching from Fort Thayer to Fort Stevens. Here he 
spent the one hundred days of the enlistment. When 
Gen. Early made his descent upon Washington, 
Company K was in Fort Stevens, which was the point 
attacked. Prof. Bennett stood at one of the mountain 
howitzers as sponger during the two days' fight. 

In the year 1867, just after Fisk school had been 
chartered as Fisk University, and had entered upon the 
larger work it has since done, he received a call from the 
American Missionary Association to take charge of the 
religious work in the university, and to establish a church 
in connection with it. During the first winter of his 
connection with the university a revival among the 
students resulted from his labors, and in 1868 a church of 
twenty-four members was organized, of which he has been 
pastor ever since. From that time he has been in charge of 
the religious work in the university. Under the influence of 
a devoted band of Christian workers, Fisk University 
has become distinguished for its frequent and thorough 
revivals of religion among the students. From twelve to 
seventy have been converted each year. The religious 
spirit that pervades the institution has told with great 
power upon the lives and characters of the students. 

In the year 1868, Prof. Bennett was elected a 
member of the Board of Education of the city of 
Nashville by the City Council, and retained that position 
for about eighteen months. 

In 1869 be began to train young men for the ministry, 
and has been engaged in that work as a part of his teaching 
duties ever since. 

In 1875, when the first faculty of the university was 
elected, he was chosen professor of theology and 
German. In connection with other duties he has also 

taught classes in mental and moral science, United 
States history, and other branches. 

He was chosen a member of the board of trustees of 
the university when he first came to Nashville, and held 
the position till 1879. 

In 1869 he was made a member of the executive 
committee of the State Teachers' Association, and was 
reelected for eight successive years. That committee was 
influential in securing the passage of the present school-
law of Tennessee. 

He is at present president of the State Teachers' 
Institute, an organization which has for its object the 
improvement of the colored teachers of the State. In 
order to accomplish this result, it holds each summer a 
series of from twelve to fifteen local institutes throughout 
the State. 

During the summer of 1878, Prof. Bennett took an 
extended trip in Europe, visiting Great Britain, France, 
Italy as far as Rome, Switzerland, the Rhine country, 
Holland, and Belgium. His observations on his travels he 
has given to the university in several lectures. 

He has taken great interest in the welfare of the 
prisoners in the penitentiary at Nashville, and has been 
superintendent of the prison Sabbath-school sometimes as 
associated with others for a period of nearly ten years. 

FREDERIC AUGUSTUS CHASE.  

Frederic Augustus Chase was born Jan. 29, 1833, at 
King's Ferry, Cayuga Co., N. Y. His father, Henry 
Chase, though not himself a Quaker, belonged to a Quaker 
family of Rhode Island, whose ancestors emigrated from 
Cornwall, England, in the year 1646. His mother, 
Harriett King, is a descendant of the Avery family that 
came over in the "Mayflower." His early years were 
passed on his father's farm, beautifully situated on the 
shore of Cayuga Lake, and in the midst of a thrifty, 
intelligent, and hardworking community of Northern 
farmers. 

When a young man, relying mostly upon his own re-
sources, he studied in the academies of Genoa, Aurora, and 
Homer. He then went to Union College, in Schenectady, 
N. Y., and afterwards to the University of Michigan, where 
he was an especial pupil of Professor Alexander Winchell, 
I.L.D. Feeling called to the gospel ministry, he entered 
the theological seminary at Auburn, N. Y., where he 
spent three years, after which he was pastor successively of 
churches of the Presbyterian denomination in Parishville 
and Lyndonville, in the same State. He then, in 1868, 
removed to Lyons, Iowa, where he was president of Lyons 
Female College, and in 1872 he came to Nashville to 
become professor of physical sciences in Fisk University. 
To his efforts is due the progress then made in that 
department of studies. 

Professor Chase grew up in the midst of that agitation 
which shook the nation for a quarter of a century, and 
early espoused the anti-slavery cause, influenced, 
doubtless, by the fact that his father's house was a way 
station on the so-called underground railroad. At the 
beginning of the late civil war he was about to join 
the Rev. John G. Fee in planting anti-slavery churches 
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in the State of Kentucky. It may be added that from the 
age of ten he has been a pledged abstainer from the use 
of intoxicants as a beverage: 

In the year 1863, Professor Chase was married to Miss 
Julia Augusta Spence, sister of Professor Spence, and 
early associated with him and another brother, now 
Rev. E. A. Spence, in efforts for the colored people of 
Ann Arbor, Mich. They have three living children,—
Mabel Augusta , Cleveland King , and Stanley 
Alexander. 

HELEN C. MORGAN. 

Helen C. Morgan, professor of Latin in Fisk University, 
was born in the year 1846, at Masonville, Delaware 
Co., N. Y. When she was about six years old, her 
parents went to Ohio and purchased a farm near 
Cleveland. After spending a few years there, they removed 
to Oberlin, Ohio, to enjoy the educational advantages of 
that place. Here Miss Morgan spent eight years in study, 
giving special attention to the languages, and in 1866 
graduated from the classical course in Oberlin College, 
receiving the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 

After graduation, three years were spent partly in rest 
and partly in teaching in the North. She then, in 
September, 1869, entered upon her work in Fisk 
University. The officers of the American Missionary 
Association had decided that Fisk School should be 
developed into Fisk University, and Miss Morgan was 
invited to be the pioneer in the work of higher 
education there: During the first year of her 
connection with the school six of the most advanced 
pupils, having previously studied a little Latin, 
commenced the study of Greek under her instruction. She 
also had two classes in Latin and one in algebra. The 
next year Professor Spence came as principal, taking also 
the Greek, and Miss Morgan continued in charge of the 
Latin, retaining the higher mathematics for two years. In 
1876 a college faculty was first established in the 
university, and the department of Latin was given to 
Miss Morgan, to whom, more than to any one else, is due 
the success of the institution in gathering and keeping 
together, in spite of poverty and many adverse influences, 
classes through the college preparatory and the college 
courses. 

In 1878, Miss Morgan was offered a position in Vassar 
College, but preferred to continue in her chosen work at 
Fisk University. 

GEORGE L. WHITE. 

George Leonard White, the youngest of three children 
(two sisters are still living in Minnesota), was born at 
Cadiz, Cattaraugus Co., N. Y., Sept. 20, 1838. His 
father, William B. White, is of the New England family 
of that name, and is by trade a blacksmith. His mother, 
Nancy Leonard, is the daughter of George Leonard, a 
woolen manufacturer, of Springfield, Mass. His parents 
removed from Massachusetts to Western New York in 
1835. 

George L.  enjoyed the usual advantages of a village 

school until fourteen years of age, working with his father, 
when not in school, from the time he was old enough to 
assist in the blacksmith 's  shop. At that time, through 
failing health, his father was compelled to give up 
business, and, for the next five years, George worked at 
any employment he could get to aid his sisters in keeping 
the family together. In the mean time he studied as best 
he could to qualify himself for the position of a teacher, 
and began such work near Chillicothe, Ohio, in 1858. 

While teaching in white schools his attention was 
drawn to the needs of the colored people of the 
township, who were almost entirely destitute of school or 
church privileges. Assisted by two friends, he began a 
Sabbath-school in a grove, for want of a better place, 
using logs and rails for seats. The school was 
continued summers during his stay in the county. 

He abandoned teaching in 1862 to join the "Squirrel-
Hunters" in the defense of Cincinnati, and afterwards 
enlisted in the Seventy-third Ohio Infantry Regiment, 
under the command of Col. Orland Smith. He joined 
the regiment near Fairfax, Va., in the autumn of the 
same year, and fought in the battles of Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Lookout Valley, Lookout 
Mountain, etc. 

At the close of the war he remained in Nashville, in the 
employ of the Freedmen's Bureau, under Gen. Clinton 
B. Fisk. He retained his connection with the Bureau 
through the administrations of Gen. Lewis, Gen. Carlin, 
and Col. Thompson, spending his leisure time in aiding, 
in any way he could, the freedmen's schools,—first the 
McKee School, afterwards, at its first organization, the 
Fisk School. In 1868 he also assumed the duties of 
steward, and later, at the request of the American 
Missionary Association, he resigned his position in the 
Bureau in order to give his whole time to the work of 
Fisk University. 

On Aug. 11, 1867, Mr. White was married to Miss 
Laura A. Cravath, the only, then, living sister of Rev. E. 
M. Cravath, now president of Fisk University. Miss 
Cravath came to Nashville in the fall of 1865, and was one 
of the first teachers in the Fisk School, and retained her 
position up to the time of her marriage. After this she 
was closely associated with her husband in his work in the 
university, and later in its behalf in connection with the 
Jubilee Singers. She accompanied her husband on the 
occasion of the first visit of the singers to Great Britain, 
and died of typhoid fever in Glasgow, Scotland, in February, 
1874, leaving three children,—Leonard Northway, William 
Cravath, and Georgia Laura,—born respectively in 1868, 
1870, and 1872. 

Mr. White, because he saw in it a means of interesting 
the public and attracting attention to the freedmen's schools, 
while discharging his other duties, used every opportunity 
and exertion to develop the power of song in the students. 
He was not a professional musician or teacher, having had 
little opportunity for musical instruction, and made no 
pretensions as a vocalist; but his enthusiasm for music, 
his keen appreciation of musical effects, and great 
magnetism as a drill-master, enabled him to bring out of 
his pupils the good singing for which his schools had 
always been famous. 













 

 

FELIX COMPTON. 

 

Felix Compton, son of William and Susan (Mullen) 

Compton, was born in District No. 11, Davidson Co., 

Tenn., Feb. 9, 1809, and died at his residence in the 

same district, and within a mile or two of where he 

was born, June 22, 1870. He remained at home with 

his parents on the farm until he was about nineteen 

years of age, when he commenced business for himself. 

He left Davidson Co., Tenn., about 1830, and settled in 

the State of Mississippi, and was there engaged in 

business until July 6, 1843, when he returned to his 

native State and married Emily G., daughter of J. G. 

Webster, of Maury Co., Tenn., a distinguished 

gentleman who was a United States marshal under 

President James K. 

Polk. Mr. Compton settled on his farm the December 

following, and continued to remain there until his 

death. He was a large and progressive farmer, and 

owned at the time of his death some eight hundred 

acres of good land situated on the Hillsboro' pike, five 

and a half miles from Nashville. 

In politics he was a Clay Whig, and as such was 

several times chosen magistrate of his district. 

Mr.  Compton l ies  buried in  the o ld  family 

burying-ground by the side of his parents. 

He left a wife and seven children,—viz., Emily E., 

William, Mary E., Felix, Loulie S., Hayes A., and 

Martha W. 
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With a choir trained from among the students he gave 
public concerts in Masonic Hall in 1867 and 1868, which 
attracted much attention. The choir also sang at the 
meeting of the National Teachers' Association held in 
the Capitol in Nashville, and gave a public entertainment 
in the city, rendering the cantata of Esther. He also 
gave concerts at Gallatin, Memphis, Chattanooga, and 
Atlanta. 

In the mean time, Mr. White had been elected a member 
of the board of trustees and the treasurer of the university, 
and later professor of music. He felt that, in his position 
as treasurer and business manager, the duty was, in a 
measure, laid upon him of doing something to provide for 
the permanent establishment of the institution. The 
university was occupying hospital barracks, and the site was 
not suitable for its permanent occupation. Mr. White felt 
that he could not go before the public in the ordinary 
ways of soliciting help while the university had no more 
promise of permanence and had made only so short a 
record. Yet a large sum of money must be raised to 
purchase a new site and erect at least one permanent 
building, or the school must perish. 

This necessity led him to select and give especial training 
to some of the best voices in his choir, in the hope that in 
some way the power of song developed in the school could 
be used to accomplish this end. By authority of' the 
trustees the singers selected were kept together during the 
summer vacation of 1871, and Mr. White gave his whole 
time and strength to preparing them and maturing his plans 
for the trial. 

When this plan of trying to gain money and sympathy 
for the university was brought by him to the notice of the 
secretaries of the American Missionary Association, which 
was fostering the school, there were various opinions 
expressed, but it was decided that no responsibility could be 
taken by them for the enterprise. 

Rev. E. M. Cravath, then field secretary of the association, 
personally favored the project, and gave what encouragement 
and aid he could. 

As the case was desperate, Mr. White, though possessed 
of limited means, risked all, and, assuming personally the 
entire responsibility of the venture, left Nashville, Oct. 6, 
1871, followed by the good wishes, prayers, misgivings, and 
anxieties of the whole university. 

The history of this unique enterprise for the next seven 
years has been written in "The Story of the Jubilee 
Singers." It was beautiful characterized by the lion. Edward 
Baines, so long the member of Parliament from Leeds, as 
a "romance or Providence and grace." 

During all this time Mr. White has been at the head of 
the enterprise, though he has on two different occasions 
been compelled for several months to withdraw from the 
immediate direction of the company, because of severe 
hemorrhages of the lungs, caused by the overstrain and 
anxiety inseparable from such a work. 

Musical critics,of Great Britain, Holland, and Germany, as 
well as those in this country, have given to Mr. White the 
credit of having produced some of' the finer results in 
singing, to a degree which has been rarely, if ever, excelled. 

No company of American singers have ever been so 
honored in Great Britain and on the Continent as the 
Jubilee Singers. They have been honored in appearing 

before, and have received the distinguished patronage and 
approval of His Excellency President Grant; Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria; Their Imperial Majesties the Emperor and 
Empress of Germany; Their Majesties the King and Queen 
of' the Netherlands; Their Majesties the King and Queen 
of Saxony; Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Prin-
cess of Wales; Their Royal Highnesses the Crown Prince 
and Crown Princess (Princess Royal of England) of Prussia; 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught; Their Royal 
Highnesses Princess Louise and Princess Beatrice of Eng-
land; The Grand Duchess Cesarevna; Their Royal 
Highnesses Princes Henry and Alexander of the- 
Netherlands; Prince Frederick Charles of Prussia; The 
Grand Duke of Saxe-Weimar; The Grand Duke and Grand 
Duchess (Princess Alice of England) of Hesse; The Duke 
and Duchess of Argyll, Lord Shaftesbury, and others of 
the nobility; The Right Hon. W. E.  and Mrs. Gladstone, 
and others. 

Mr. White was married again, April 12, 1876, at 
Wolverhampton, England, to Miss Susan Gilbert, daughter 
of Dr. John Gilbert, of Fredonia, N. Y. Miss Gilbert's 
education was begun at the Fredonia Academy; she 
attended Mrs. Worcester's seminary for young ladies in 
Burlington, Vt., and graduated from the State Normal 
School, Albany, N. Y. She was a teacher in Madame 
Clement's seminary at Germantown, near Philadelphia, 
and entered the freedmen's work in 1867, at Beaufort, N. 
C., continuing as principal of the school in Beaufort and 
afterwards at Wilmington, N. C. In both these places Miss 
Gilbert left the deep impress of her character, as a Christian 
teacher, upon her pupils and their parents in the early days of 
educational work among the freedmen. She was 
transferred to the office of the association in New York, as 
assistant to Secretary Whipple, and in March, 1872, joined 
the Jubilee Singers as preceptors to the young ladies of the 
company, and has been connected with them during all 
their campaigns since that time. 

THE COMPTON FAMILY. 

The Comptons are an old English family. The first 
ancestor of the Compton family who came to America was 
William Compton, one of the old colonists, who came to the 
United States with Lord Baltimore and settled in Virginia. 
He was one of the pioneer farmers of that State, and reared a 
family of children there. One of his sons was named 
William, who grew up to manhood in the State of his 
nativity, married there, and was the father of quite a large 
family of children, one of his sons also being named 
William. This son followed in the footsteps of his 
predecessors in following the avocation of' farming. He 
married, and had a family of three children, the first of 
whom was named William, the second Henry, and the 
third Julianna Compton; she was afterwards the wife of 
John Cartwright. William Compton, the father of this 
family, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. His son 
William was born Dec. 25, 1767, on a farm in the State 
of Virginia, and remained with his father till he was ten 
years of age, when he left his native State and went with 
Capt. John Gordon to Kentucky on a hunting and 
trapping expedition. After reaching manhood he was a 
soldier under the leadership of the celebrated general 
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"Mad Anthony" Wayne seven years. He endured untold 
hardships and had many narrow, almost miraculous, 
escapes. 

He came to Nashville about the year 1782, and rented 
land from Capt. John Rains. Dec. 9, 1799, he married 
Susan Mullen, daughter of William Mullen, one of the 
earliest settlers of Davidson County. She was born 
Oct. 17, 1776, and died July 27, 1860. They had seven 
children: Elizabeth B. , William S. , Mary Ann , Felix , 
Thomas D. M. , Henry W. , and Susan L.  Mr. Compton 
soon after his marriage settled on the farm now owned 
and occupied by his son Henry W. He commenced in a 
small way with a farm of about one hundred and fifty 
acres, but at the time of his death owned about a 
thousand acres. Besides conducting this farm, he was 
also a carpenter and joiner, and built the flat-boats that 
carried Gen. Jackson and his troops to New Orleans. Mr. 
Compton went with the party, and was deputy 
quartermaster under Joseph Wood. Though he had 
received but a very limited education, yet he was a man 
of sterling good sense and was possessed of rare 
mathematical talent. 

In politics he was ever an adherent of the great 
leader of Democracy, Jackson. As has before been 
remarked, his youngest son, Henry W. , resides on the 
old homestead. When a youth his health was very 
poor, which prevented his receiving anything more than 
a common-school education. He married, on the 29th 
of April,  1863, Miss Annie Ward, daughter of 
Michael  and Margaret Ward. They have a daughter 
Susan. Mr. Compton has proved himself a successful 
business man, having accumulated a good property. In 
politics he adheres to the doctrine of his father and 
votes the Democratic ticket. 

HENRY COMPTON, SR. 

Henry Compton, Sr., was born at Boone's Station, 
Fayette Co., Ky., May 1, 1784. He came to Davidson 
Co., Tenn., February, 1806. On Dec. 17, 1815, he 
married Sarah , daughter of Thomas  and Rebecca 
Cox. She was born Nov. 18, 1795, and died June 1, 
1868. Of this union there, were the following 
children: Rebecca, now Mrs. Thomas Alderson; James 
W. , deceased; Elizabeth , now Mrs. Z. Sherron; Mary 
J.  (deceased), married Jesse Gilman; Alvira S. , now 
Mrs. Thomas Goodman; Philip N. , born Sept. 7, 1826, 
is a farmer, was soldier in Confederate army for three 
years, enlisted from Arkansas. He married Lucy J .  ,  
daughter  of John H. Turner,  of  Alabama. They 
were the parents of the following children,—Tomie 
Ann , deceased; Henrietta , deceased; William H. , 
born Nov. 17, 1832. He fell at the battle of 
Murfreesboro', while in Confederate service, Jan. 1, 
1863, was buried on the field, and afterwards removed by 
his father to the family burying-ground. He was a brave 
and faithful soldier. Sarah  married Henry C. Lockett, 
and resides in Nashville. 

Henry Compton was a quartermaster under Gen. Jackson 
in the war of 1812. He settled on the old home, 

consisting of three hundred and twenty-five acres of land, 
in 1817. He was a member of the Masonic order, and-a 
devoted adherent of the Christian Church. He was 
charitable to the poor and enjoyed the esteem and 
confidence of a large circle of friends. He died Aug. 18, 
1873, at the advanced age of eighty-nine years, three 
months, and eighteen days. 

PETER TAM BLE. 

Peter Tamble was born Feb. 9, 1829, at Losheim, in the 
Rhine Province, Prussia. He learned the cabinet-making 
trade at twenty-three years of age, came to America, and 
landed at New York in 1852. He worked there at his 
trade for some months. From that place he went to 
Chicago, where he remained only a short time, and from 
Chicago he went to Cincinnati, where he started in the 
furniture business with the firm of Henshaw & Sons. 
On the 3d day of February, 1856, he married Miss 
Mary Kiefer. Of this union there were seven 
children born. In 1859 he came to Nashville, and 
carried on the furniture business until 1868. In 1866 he 
bought a farm situated on the Dickinson pike, four and 
a half miles from Nashville, in the Twenty-first District, 
where he now resides. He has been elected magistrate 
twice from that district, which position he now holds. 

Peter Tamble, Sr., the father of Peter Tamble, was by 
occupation a carpenter and contractor of public 
buildings. He married Miss Magdalena Schmall in 1828. 
There was born one son, the subject of this sketch. 
Mrs. Tamble died four years after her marriage. In 
1834 he married a second time Miss Maria Mertes. Of 
this union six children were born. One died at an early 
age, three are now living at Losheim, and the two younger 
brothers are doing business in Nashville. They came to 
this country in 1865. 

MAJ.  JOHN LUCIAN BROWN. 

Eighty years ago, when the machinery of this government 
was new, and its powers more of an experiment than a 
reality, a race of men were born of Revolutionary ancestry 
and grew up under the personal influence of those noble 
spirits, who not only moulded the form of our government, but 
gave confidence in its present and hope for its future. Those 
men who are eighty years old now, and are yet with us, 
looked upon the actors in those stirring Revolutionary times 
with emotions of love and veneration, while their examples 
impressed the characters in the same lofty mould which 
fashioned that of those old heroes. On the 29th of March, 
1800, John Lucian Brown, the subject of this sketch, was 
born in Clark Co., Ga. His parents, Col. Bedford Brown and 
Sallie Trigg Brown, were of that old sterling stock of people 
so characteristic of that period of our history. His father 
was born in Prince Edward Co., Va., and moved to Caswell 
Co., N. C., thence to Clark Co., Ga., where he lived as one of 
the most popular and enterprising men in that part of the 
State, and died there much respected. His mother was the 
daughter of Col. William Trigg, likewise born in Virginia, 
but., her father having moved to Sumner Co, Tenn., she 
married Col. Bedford Brown there, on Aug. 29, 1798. The 
ceremony was performed by Rev. Thomas D. Craighead, a 
minister of much note at that time in this country. After the 
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frankness of nature, and his strict adherence to truth 
and honor under all circumstances, commended him 
alike to friend and foe, and gave him a political, personal, and 
moral influence that but few private citizens possessed. 
His wife died in 1845, leaving, as the fruit of their 
marriage, three children,—Robert Weakley , Sallie J. , and 
Narcissa Brown , now the widow of George Bradford,—all 
of whom yet live in our county and are esteemed as most 
worthy and useful citizens. 

At this period of his life, being wifeless, his children 
well cared for, and war with Mexico being flagrant, he 
enlisted in Cheatham's 'Third Tennessee Infantry Regiment, 
and was appointed commissary of the same, with the rank 
of captain. There were but few men of his age who entered 
the service during that war, for he was a man then forty-
seven, the age that exempted men from military duty. 
Nevertheless, he had the enthusiasm of a boy, and threw 
into whatever he undertook an energy and zeal which 
commanded success. As the greater part of the fighting 
was over before the arrival of his regiment on the plains of 
Mexico, the major, although in the commissary department, 
was considerably chafed by many idle and tedious hours in 
camp. No opportunity offered for a jaunt, where there was 
a probability of encountering the enemy, that he did not 
offer his services and insist upon accompanying the 
expedition. A noted incident is related to the writer by an 
officer who was one of his comrades upon one of these 
missions. It was in the spring of 1848, just before peace 
was declared, that the remnants of the Mexican army, 
under various officers, were annoying the outposts of the 
United States forces, and recruiting their army for an 
aggressive movement. Gen. Jo. Lane, being full of 
enterprise, and at the time having a command of both 
infantry and cavalry, learned of the locality of a portion of 
the Mexican forces, and organized a cavalry command to 
make a forced march and attack the enemy. No one 
belonging to the infantry could go unless by special 
permission, and then not unless he was entitled to a 
horse and had one. Maj. Brown, as a commissary, was 
entitled to one. He had a mustang, and insisted on 
accompanying the expedition. Gen. Lane, admiring the 
spirit of the applicant, and being personally fond of him, 
took him along as a volunteer aid. The major bore the 
long and fatiguing match over mountain and valley with 
less fatigue and complaint than many much younger men. 
The enemy had left Tulancingo, but was pursued and found 
in his retreat at Zequaltipan, a mountain town far distant 
from the City of Mexico, from which place the expedition 
set out. The fight was imminent and the forces arranged 
for the onset, and during the solemn silence which usually 
precedes a charge the major, fearing his horse might be too 
refractory and not respond willingly to the immense rowels 
of his Mexican spurs, took advantage of the momentary 
pause to exchange for a more reliable horse by giving 
considerable boot to a soldier who felt a sublime indifference to 
being in the front on a charge in fact, on a charge like 
that had a little rather have a slow mustang than a fast 
horse, boot or no boot. 

The charge was sounded, and the major, by the side 
of his chief, led it in fine style. The enemy was routed, 
and the major, conspicuous for his gallantry, elicited the 

encomiums alike of his general and the command. Maj. 
Brown and Gen. Jo. Lane (the same Lane who ran for 
Vice-President on the Breckenridge ticket in 1860) were 
warm personal friends. The father of Maj. Brown and the 
uncle of Gen. Lane were also bosom-friends while the 
former was clerk and the latter sheriff of Clark Co., Ga. 
Gen. Lane was deservedly popular with the Tennesseans 
under his command. He is kindly and affectionately 
remembered now in his extreme old age, for he yet lives in 
the ease and quiet of his Oregon home, and by no one is he 
more affectionately regarded than by his old comrade, John 
Lucian Brown. While in the City of Mexico, as commissary, 
the major was vigilant of the rights of the soldiers, who 
obtained their rations through him, and, finding that some 
of the contractors had formed a combination and were 
swindling the government by furnishing an inferior quality of 
beef for the soldiers, made open war on them, and brought 
the matter before the commanding general. The 
investigation resulted in getting rations of better quality 
and in greater quantity, and in establishing him in the 
confidence of his superior officers and in the affections of 
the soldiers. The regiment called him "the watch-dog of the 
commissary department," and as a mark of their esteem 
presented him with one of the finest and most costly 
silver-mounted saddles that could be procured in the City 
of Mexico, which is yet in the keeping of his family as a 
trophy and relic. This incident with the beef contractors, 
together with his fine personal appearance, winsome 
manners, and soldierly bearing, attracted him to both Gen. 
Worth and Gen. William O. Butler, who frequently had him 
at their headquarters. Indeed, the latter is said to have 
had no officer in the entire subsistence department of his 
army for whom he had greater partiality, and of which he 
gave frequent evidence during the latter part of the 
Mexican war. 

When peace was declared between the United States and 
Mexico, Maj. Brown returned with his regiment to 
Tennessee, and, on being mustered out of service, resumed 
the quiet walks of life at his old home. He soon thereafter, at 
Gallatin, Tenn., married his second wife, Mrs. Mary Hadly, 
with whom he yet lives in the enjoyment of a green old 
age. She was the daughter of Dr. Redman Barry and 
Jane Alexander Barry, who was the daughter of William 
Alexander, of North Carolina, a brother of several of the 
signers of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence. 

Being out of active employment, his restless energy 
and love of' enterprise induced him to follow the "forty-
niners" to California in search of fortune. He remained 
in that wonderful country a year or so, undergoing the 
hardships peculiar to its early settlement,—now on a 
ranch, now delving in a mine, and now speculating and 
losing his earnings. The uncertain turn of the wheel 
of fortune, however, together with home demands, at 
last caused his return to Tennessee, where he engaged in 
the real-estate business, in which he continued very 
successfully, besides enjoying the comforts of domestic 
life with his family and old friends. A few years of this 
dream of peace and home joys, and the tocsin of "war 
between the States" sounded, and broke the spell. 
Although now upwards of sixty years of age, when his 
loved Southland was involved he was one of the first to 
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death of his father his mother married Capt. Peter Mosely, 
who lived immediately in the neighborhood of the 
Hermitage (and near which place his grandfather, Col. 
William Trigg, also lived), where she settled in the 
midst of a large family connection in February, 1819. 
Thoroughly imbued with those principles of patriotism 
which instigated the action of our fathers in their struggle 
for liberty, these parents imparted to their children the same 
spirit and trained them under those influences which 
developed not only intense love of country and the highest 
reverence for morals and religion, but strict observance of 
all obligations growing out of the social relations of life. 
Little occurred that is known with the subject of this 
sketch outside the usual routine of boyhood life. In the 
language of one of his early associates, "He was a manly 
boy,—warm-hearted, full of enthusiasm, and devoted in 
his friendships." These traits of character matured and 
strengthened with his years, and have hung about him as 
graceful and attractive ornaments during the good and evil 
fortunes of his long and somewhat checkered life. He 
received the first part of his education at a country school 
in Clark County, Ga., and then at Athens, Ga., then went 
to school to William McKnight, in the Hermitage 
neighborhood, being a classmate there of Gen. Daniel 
Donelson, who was brother of Andrew J. Donelson, the 
private secretary to Gen. Jackson; thence be went to John 
Hinton, a celebrated teacher, at the Red House, in North 
Carolina, and finished his education at Chapel Hill in the 
same State. When through his educational course he was 
regarded as a fine scholar. He then thought of entering 
upon the learned profession in which his brother, Hon. 
William. T. Brown, afterwards became so distinguished as 
judge at Nashville and as an advocate and criminal lawyer 
at Memphis, and soon thereafter, early in 1822, he 
commenced the study of law with William Williams, Esq., 
in the vicinity of Spring Hill, in Davidson County; his 
fellow-students were Alexander  and Thomas Craighead, 
David Cash, and James Wallace. But being the possessor of 
considerable fortune, and led by his ardent temperament to 
hope for success in any channel in which he might direct his 
energies, he, to the regret of his friends, declined to enter 
upon a professional life for which his abilities and 
attainments so well fitted him. Soon after he attained his 
majority his restless energy and enterprising spirit directed 
his steps to a new and broader field of operations. His 
physical manhood was cast in one of Nature's finest 
moulds. Six feet in height, straight and graceful, with 
fine, earnest face, gemmed with dark-brown eyes and an 
expansive forehead, crowned with jet-black hair inclined 
to curl, made him what the world called a handsome man. 

Full of sentiment, of fine literary taste well cultivated, 
of courteous and dignified bearing, he soon found easy 
access to the best social circles, in which he became a 
universal favorite. One of his earliest associates and 
friends in Nashville, Col. Willoughby Williams, in giving 
some of his interesting incidents connected with persons 
and events in and around Nashville in the olden times, 
tells of Mid. Brown and himself having been of a party of 
young ladies and gentlemen, twenty-two in number, who 
made a social excursion, lasting several days, to the 
Hermitage, Capt. Moseley's, and other hospitable mansions 
in that attractive neighborhood, and before they completed 
their gay and festive tour the subject of this sketch, then 

comparatively a stranger to their circle, had played havoc 
with the hearts of half the girls of their party, while, by his 
courtly manners, generous and frank nature, had impressed 
himself not less favorably on his companions of the 
sterner sex. It was during this visit that he first became so 
much attached to C en. Jackson, and from that day there 
always existed the kindest feeling between them, and 
Jackson had no more enthusiastic admirer or warmer 
friend. About this time he met Miss Jane Baird 
Weakley, the daughter of Col. Robert Weakley, who was a 
member of Congress from the Hermitage District, and after 
whom Weakley County was named, whom he subsequently 
married on the 20th of January, 1824. Her mother was 
formerly Miss Jane Locke, a daughter of Gen. Matthew 
Locke, of North Carolina, who was a senator in the 
Continental Congress. His marital relations fixed him 
permanently as a citizen of Nashville and vicinity, and 
from that day to this his energy and enterprise, inspired by 
a public spirit, have been devoted in an earnest manner 
to the development of the resources of the city and 
county in which he lived, and the cultivation of those 
refined social amenities and agreeable hospitalities which 
give éclat to a place and people. Perhaps no man has 
lived in this community who observed with more 
strictness the rules of true politeness, especially to 
strangers, or extended a more open-handed hospitality than 
Maj. John L. Brown. Such men, by example and 
counsel and energy and prosperity in the business 
channels of the community in which they live, impart 
tone and refinement to its social relations. Being 
possessed of considerable fortune, both by inheritance 
and marriage, he used it generously, and too often 
injudiciously, for both public enterprise and private 
friendships. Guileless as a child, and as confiding as 
guileless, lie, in his dealings with men, by over-
confidence, principally through obligations created for 
other men, became peculiarly embarrassed. This, 
however, did not affect his uniform good habits nor 
destroy his usefulness, but only impaired the latter to the 
extent of his ability to carry out schemes of public 
enterprise. Unlike the effect of such misfortunes on most 
men, it neither paralyzed nor flagged his energies, but 
gave them, though in a more circumscribed sphere, new 
impulse and increased vigor. It was his means and public 
spirit that contributed as largely as those of any one to 
grading and establishing the river wharves on the city's 
front. The lower wharf may be said to be the fruit of his 
own labor and investment, built as it was at a time when 
steamboats monopolized the carrying trade, and the old 
bridge was an obstruction to their passage during high 
tides in the Cumberland. This was regarded at that 
time as quite an enterprise. There was scarcely a factory 
or foundry, a warehouse or large shop that he did not 
encourage and otherwise give to them favors with credit 
and influence. But few men, if any, in Nashville and 
Davidson County, at that time, were more popular or 
wielded more personal influence than he. Having but little 
taste for official station, and a repugnance to being 
dependent on public patronage, lie eschewed office-seeking 
for himself, but was a strong stay to any friend whose 
cause he espoused before the people. His reputation for 
honesty and fair dealing, his love of justice, his 



 

 

 

 
FR ANCI S  M.  WOODAL L,  son  o f  J ame s  R .  and  

Sa rah  Ann  Wooda l l ,  was  born  on  the  12 th  o f  August, 

1836, in Sumner Co., Tenn. His mother died when he was 

about eight years of age, when he left home to seek his own 

fortune. For many years following he was variously 

engaged on the farm or in a store, just as he could find 

something to do. At the age of seventeen he began as a 

clerk for Mr. Hermans at Mitchelville, where he remained 

two years; then attended school two years; after which he 

taught one term; then went to Gallatin, and was in the 

employ of M. J. Lucas as clerk in his store for two years, 

when he came to Davidson County and settled in 

Edgefield, where he was engaged in the mercantile 

business with Messrs. Trabue & Lucas for twelve months, 

after which he commenced mercantile business alone. 

In 1861, Mr. Woodall settled on a small farm of forty 

acres, four miles south of Nashville, on the Franklin 

Turnpike. To this he has added, until today be has a fine 

farm of one hundred and thirty five acres of good land, 

which is in a good state of cultivation, besides property 

elsewhere. 

He has always been a Jacksonian Democrat, and as such 

has held various offices of public trust to the general 

satisfaction of his constituents. 

He has been constable of the county six years; deputy 

sheriff four years; and sheriff two years, retiring from office 

August, 1878. For several years he has acted as school 

commissioner and trustee. 

Mr .  and  Mrs .  Wooda l l  a re  members  o f  the  
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Oct. 18, 1861, he was married to Mrs. Olivia McKay. 

Of this union there are four sons. Mrs. Woodall died July 

5, 1871, and Mr. Woodall married for his second wife Miss 

Bettie T. Hogan, April 2, 1873. They have one son. 

Mr. Woodall is one of the representative men of Davidson 

County. He has the confidence of his neighbors and the 

love of his family. His health has been poor for many 

years. He reviews the past with no apprehension of the 

future. 
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espouse her cause and enlist under the Confederate 
banner. Though unable actively to bear arms, he offered 
his services to the Governor of his State for any duty 
consistent with his age and ability. His services were 
accepted, and he assigned, with the rank of lieutenant-
colonel, to the commissary department, directing the 
procurement of supplies for the troops that were 
assembling in great numbers near the capital of the 
State. Upon the secession of the State and her union with 
her Southern sisters, he was transferred to the Confederate 
States army, in which he was made major. With his 
political convictions,—for he belonged to that school of 
politicians who believed the States had a right to control their 
own domestic institutions free from interference. by the 
general government,—with an inborn patriotism, inherited 
from a Revolutionary stock, and the fires of which kept 
burning through his long life,—nothing could have been 
expected of him but to throw all the energies of his nature 
on the side of his home and kindred. This he did by a 
prompt and bold example. In carrying out this, which lie 
believed a high patriotic duty, he never swerved, never 
faltered, never yielded hope or faith in his cause until the 
surrender of Confederate arms, and peace was restored to a 
riven and distracted land. While in field service he did 
duty with Gen. Zollicoffer until he fell at the battle of 
Fishing Creek. He was then assigned to the command of 
Gen. John C. Breckenridge, with whom he remained as 
chief of subsistence until the fall of 1863, when Gen. W. 
B. Bate was assigned to the command of Breckenridge's 
division, and with him, as his chief of subsistence, lie 
remained until the close of the war, and surrendered near 
Greensborough, N. C., with his command. Considering the 
department he was in, there was no man in all the Army of 
Tennessee whose career was marked with more personal 
incidents, or who made a more distinctive character for 
knightly bearing and love of adventure than did this old 
hero. His position in the commissary department relieved 
him from participating in the fight, yet he declined the 
immunities from the battle-field, and in many of the most 
noted battles actively participated in the fight. This was 
conspicuously the case at the battles of Shiloh and 
Stone's River, for which he received special notice. 

He also received special notice on the North Georgia 
campaign from his old friend and commander, Gen. Joseph 
E. Johnston. He was with Gen. Breckenridge at the battle 
near Baton Rouge, La., and the troops engaged in that fight 
tell it that at one point of the Confederate lines they were 
repulsed and hesitated to renew the charge when ordered, 
and the old major perceived it, and without sword or other 
insignia of office or emblem of hostility, lie gathered, on the 
field, a long reed, and holding it aloft, as a mace of power, 
called on them to follow him and he would "charge 'em" and 
take the Federal battery by which they had been repulsed 
and somewhat demoralized. Struck with the novelty of 
the situation, and stung by the implied rebuke, they replied 
with a shout, "We'll follow you;" and, sui t ing the 
action to the word, away went the old major on his 
horse, over ditch and field, waving energetically his cane, 
as does a musician his baton, and at the head of a part of 
the brigade did drive away the battery in quick and gallant 
style. That day he was dubbed "Old Charge-'em," a sobriquet 
he wore during the remainder of the war, and which sticks 

to him yet, even in the peaceful walks of life. While the 
command with which he was then on duty was at 
Vicksburg under the surveillance of Gen. Grant and his 
gunboats, an incident occurred which illustrates the 
character of the man. Lieut. W. H. Mathews, of the 
Twentieth Tennessee, and a large number of others 
belonging to his command were sick in the hospital, and the 
water they drank was very warm and required ice to make 
it palatable, and the physicians prescribed it as essential, 
and there was none to be had unless procured from the 
bank of the river, which was commanded by the gunboats of 
the enemy, and whenever a man appeared from behind the 
works the enemy would open fire upon him; hence no hospital 
nurse or other person could be induced to go for the ice. The 
major, having called to see his sick friend, learned the 
situation, and with emphasis said the ice must be brought to 
the hospital, and, every one refusing to go, started out 
himself amid the entreaties of his friends not to do so. 
Sufficient to say he brought to shame those whose duty it 
was to go, by running the gauntlet of shot and shell from the 
gunboats, and brought back the ice to the sick soldiers. The 
most of those soldiers recovered, and yet live and bless the 
courage and kind heart of their venerable friend, for, as 
they say and believe, he saved their lives. 

We here copy extracts from a letter of Lieut. 
Mathews to Maj. T. P. Weakley on the subject: "While 
Gen. Breckenridge was at Vicksburg in 1862, Maj. Brown 
was acting as division commissary. We were there during 
the heat of the summer watching the Yankee gunboats. 
There was a great deal of camp-fever among our soldiers, 
and I among the rest had this terrible disease, with the 
meanest water in the world to drink. Maj. Brown came 
to see us, and told us we must have some ice or we 
would die. I sent for some of my comrades and tried to 
get them to go and get myself and others some ice. But 
the ice-house was down at the river, and whenever any 
one showed himself in that locality it was sure to draw a 
shower of shells from the enemy's gunboats. So I could 
not get any of them to go. Maj. Brown came next 
morning to see us and asked if we had got the ice; when 
told that we could get no one to go after it, he remarked 
that we should have it, that he would go and get it 
himself, and he did get it as long as we needed it, at the 
risk of his own life, and we all feel to-day that if it had 
not been for Maj. Brown, we would never have returned 
home, but would have been buried, with many of our 
less fortunate comrades, on the bank of the Mississippi 
River. Too much praise cannot be given the old 
major, for no man ever performed a nobler part in war 
than he." 

Maj. Brown has in his keeping letters from many of the 
distinguished commanders with whom lie was associated, 
containing the most flattering commendations of him 
personally and officially among them are 
acknowledgments of Gens. John C. Brown, John C. 
Breckenridge, William B. Bate, Patton Anderson, and 
one addressed to the Confederate States Secretary of 
War, and signed by most of the prominent officers in the 
Army of Tennessee, and published in the Southern 
newspapers of that day. We here take the liberty to 
insert an extract from one of those papers: "It is well 
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known that the brave old soldier-hero, Maj. John Lucian 
Brown, was instrumental in getting our Tennessee 
Congressmen to pass a bill to allow officers to draw 
rations, as their pay hardly clothed them, let alone being 
sufficient to pay their mess bills. Such a bill, it is said, 
passed both Houses, and yet no notice of the same has 
been received by the army. If the bill has passed, 
instructions should be given to the commissaries to put it 
into operation at once, or else our officers will be obliged to 
starve if they are compelled to pay the present exorbitant 
rates for provisions. No officer in the commissary 
department has labored with such zeal and devotion in 
procuring supplies for our army as Maj. Brown, known to 
all our troops as Old Charge 'em.' Maj. Brown, who was 
over sixty years of age, was Gen. Zollicoffer's 
commissary, having joined the army of Tennessee on the 
breaking out of the war. He served most gallantly on 
the field at Shiloh, and took Gen. Breckenridge from his 
horse at the time he was wounded. The services of this 
brave and heroic old soldier have been entirely 
overlooked, and deserve at the hands of his government 
something more than mere newspaper mention." 

During the four years of strife, this noble old man, 
separated from home and family, deprived of the ease and 
comforts of life to which he had been so accustomed, 
breasting the cold and storms of winter, the sweltering heat 
of summer, with its toilsome marches and bloody battles, 
was never heard to complain, but always cheerful and 
hopeful, encouraging his younger comrades by word and 
example. Such devoted patriotism, such singleness of 
purpose, and such sacrifices, without personal gain or the 
hope of reward save the satisfaction of having done his duty 
faithfully, bespeak a heroism of which the more 
ambitious, who hold higher official stations, might be justly 
proud. 

After the war, instead of yielding with a hopeless 
inactivity to the hard fate it had brought upon him, 
Maj. Brown, even in his advanced age, again entered the 
field of active business life. He identified himself in the 
real-estate agency business in Nashville, and brought to bear 
a remarkable energy in his pursuit, and with it marked 
success, until the monetary panic of 1873 prostrated it 
and all other business matters in the South. 
Notwithstanding the dearth of business during this time, he 
exhibited his usual persistence and enterprise. Upon the 
inauguration of Governor Albert S. Marks, in January, 
1879, as Governor of Tennessee, Maj. Brown was 
appointed by him superintendent of the Capitol building 
and grounds, which position he now holds. Eighteen 
hundred and eighty being the centennial of Nashville, the 
major was an enthusiastic advocate of a due and proper 
observance of the occasion, and added much to its success 
by his zeal and earnest advocacy. Maj. Brown, having 
charge of the Capitol grounds, and observing a space on the 
east side of the State-house left for a statue of his old 
personal friend and political leader, Gen. Andrew Jackson, 
became an early advocate, if not the suggester, of the 
movement resulting in the purchase and final inauguration of 
Clark Mills' celebrated equestrian statue of Jackson. The 
major, by personal enterprise in getting subscriptions, 
raised nearly all the money which purchased and 
planted it where it is now seen by admiring thousands. 

JOHN CONAWAY GAUT. 

John Conaway Gaut, son of James  and Rosamond Gaut, 
was born in Jefferson Co., Tenn., Feb. 27, 1813. In 1821 
the family removed to McMinn County, and settled near 
Athens. He was the eldest of nine children, of whom 
only his brother Jesse H. now survives. 

His father was a farmer, and with his large family to 
support could only give the subject of this sketch a 
rudimentary education. Working on his father's farm 
until twenty-one years of age, he then by labor secured 
means with frequent interruptions to advance himself in 
literary culture. He was a student at the Forest Hill 
Academy, near Athens; also, in the spring of 1833, he 
entered the Literary and Scientific Department of the 
Thio Seminary, at Marysville, Tenn. In 1836 he 
entered the East Tennessee College, at Knoxville. 

His determination had been formed when only a 
youth to make the profession of law his pursuit. At the 
age of fifteen years his attention was arrested by the 
crier of the court at Athens, where young Gaut had gone 
to deliver a load of corn. Curiosity led him to enter the 
court-room, where he listened spell-bound to an able 
legal argument; the influence on his imagination was 
profound, and then and there his decision taken to fit 
himself one day to fill such a place as this eloquent 
speaker, Spencer Jaringan. 

It will be of interest to the legal fraternity to know the 
title of the case on trial. It was the case of John McGhee 
against McConnell and Miller, reported in 7th Verger, 
pp. 63. 

In October, 1837, lack of money compelled him to 
return to his father's house, but shortly after he 
commenced the study of law in the office of the Hon. 
Spencer Jaringan, at Athens. 

In November, 1838, he received his license to practice 
law at the hands of Judges Scott and Keith, and located at 
Cleveland, county-seat of Bradley Co., Tenn. 

This was only three months after the removal of the last 
detachment of Cherokee Indians from the district in which 
young Gaut had settled. Much litigation immediately 
arose concerning rights to lands, and Mr. Gaut soon found 
himself in a lucrative practice throughout the judicial 
district. 

On the 26th of September, 1839, he married Miss Sarah 
Ann McReynolds, of McMinn Co., Tenn., by whom he had 
seven children. Of these but two are now living,—his son, 
John M. Gaut, and his daughter, Mrs. Ann G. Manlove, 
both of Nashville, Tenn. 

Mr. Gaut continued the practice of' law in the district of' 
his first location until 1853, when he was elected by the 
General Assembly to fill the office of circuit judge made 
vacant by the resignation of the Hon. Charles F. Keith, and 
in the following year, when under the constitutional 
amendment the office became one of popular election, he 
was, on the 25th May, 1854, elected to the same position for 
a term of eight years. Although a Whig, and residing in a 
district largely Democratic, his majority was about eleven 
hundred votes. 
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At the expiration of his first term in 1862 lie was reelected by 
the people, and held the office until the spring of 1865; he then 
resigned it to resume the practice of law at Nashville, 
whither he had removed a few weeks previous. 

As a judge he had held court by interchange with other 
circuit judges and chancellors in at least one-third of the 
counties of the State. It is hut just to him to say that 
in the estimation of the lawyers who had practiced before 
him, the people whose rights he adjudicated, and the judges 
of the Supreme Court who revised his decisions, he ranked 
among the foremost in his profession. 

Judge Gaut was a leader in the one great enterprise 
which gave to East Tennessee its great agricultural and 
commercial prosperity,—viz., the building of the East 
Tennessee and Georgia Railroad from Dalton, Ga., to 
Knoxville, Tenn. Discreditable failure had attended the 
first effort to accomplish the work; to obtain the requisite 
legislation and capital to undertake a second time a work 
of such magnitude required courage, patience, and public 
spirit. 

In 1846 a few gentlemen resolved to unite for the 
accomplishment of the work; they agreed to give their 
services without pay if by so doing they could restore public 
confidence. Eight years long did Judge Gaut so serve the 
State in his capacity as a director for the State in this matter; 
long journeys on horseback and much valuable time were 
given without even so much compensation as his traveling 
expenses. 

In politics Judge Gaut was a Whig; in the campaign of 
1860, a warm supporter of Bell and Everett. When the 
clouds of civil war began to threaten, he promptly took sides 
with the Union, and denied in toto the right or policy of 
secession. 

Recognized as a Union leader, he incurred naturally the 
ill will of local secession leaders.. Much valuable property 
was taken from him, and his personal liberty constantly 
endangered. 

Notwithstanding this, when the authority of the Federal 
government was established in Tennessee he allowed no 
feelings of resentment to control him. He used all his 
influence for the protection of the rights of those who had 
persecuted him; he condemned violence and disorder, and 
favored the earliest possible establishment of civil law and 
order. He participated in the re-establishment of the State 
government as a member of the convention convened for 
that purpose. This assemblage of exclusive Union men, 
fresh from the dire experiences of war, was naturally cal 
and extreme in its policy, and in this juncture Judge Gaut 
illustrated the conservative tendencies of his judicial 
education, and fought as strongly for moderation as he had 
opposed the spirit of rebellion. Under such circumstances 
the instincts of the time-server and politicians to go with 
the multitude were met by the statesmanship of the true 
patriot, and signally through this era of fanaticism on the 
part of Union men in power was Judge Gaut ever found" 
contending for law, for clemency, for moderation. 

When, in 1866, the bill disfranchising rebels was 
pending he wrote several elaborate articles against the bill, 
which appeared in the Union and American. Although 
offered any position he might choose in the gift of 
Governor Brownlow he persistently declined, and continued 
to wage war against that extraordinary administration. 

Affiliation with the party in power being impossible, he 
found his natural position with the organization known as the 
"Conservative Party," and acted as the chairman of its executive 
committee. 

In 1866 he, in connection with John S. Brien and A. S. 
Colyer, appeared as counsel for P. C. Williams in the 
memorable habeas corpus case proceedings before Judge 
Thomas N. Frazier, judge of the Criminal Court of 
Nashville, and subsequently, when it was sought to 
impeach Judge Frazier for his decision in this case, Judge 
Gaut, with Edwin H. Ewing, John S. Brien, and E. H. 
East, defended Judge Frazier before the State Senate. 

Space will not permit a resume of this remarkable case, 
the only one of like character ever known in this country. The 
Assembly were the plaintiffs, the Senate the court, but so 
thoroughly in sympathy with the plaintiffs as to become at 
once accusers as well as judges. 

Judge Frazier's decision in liberating Williams, who was 
held a prisoner by the Assembly under a charge of contempt 
for absenting himself and thereby preventing a 
constitutional quorum, was the ground of the action of the 
Assembly in proceedings for his (Judge Frazier) 
impeachment. The evidence of a criminal intent on his part 
was lacking, but under the stimulus of popular political 
excitement, intensified to an unparalleled degree, this fearless 
judge was stricken down, and by a vote of sixteen to four was 
found guilty and forever debarred from holding office in 
Tennessee. 

The Constitutional Convention of 1870, however, 
annulled the judgment, and the people of Davidson and 
Rutherford Counties re-elected Judge Frazier to the 
office of criminal judge. The argument of Judge Gaut in 
this case (now the heat of strife has passed) is regarded as 
a proud monument to his legal ability, his integrity, and 
patriotism. 

As a member of the Conservative party he opposed the 
disfranchisement act as illiberal, impolitic, and unjust. He 
especially controverter the right, even under the 
extraordinary provisions of the franchise law, of the 
commissioners of registration to open and hold the 
elections in the State and appoint judges of the same. As 
chairman of the Conservative executive committee he 
directed the sheriffs in the. various counties to open and hold 
such elections without interfering with the attempt on the 
part of the commissioners to hold elections also, with a 
view of letting the courts determine which elections were 
legally held. But here again despotic power asserted its 
contempt for civil law. Governor Brownlow issued a 
proclamation, and privately notified Judge Gaut if he 
persisted in encouraging the sheriffs to follow his 
instructions he would have him arrested and confined in the 
penitentiary. Counseling and contending for moderation on 
the part of indignant and violent opponents of the party in 
power lie encountered and bore with patience the 
maledictions of the latter, only to effect the political 
emancipation of those of whose intolerance he had formerly 
been the victim. 

In this career of politics he, to the best of his ability, 
stood as a bulwark between the raging factions of 
rebellion on the one hand and radical Republicanism on 
the other, actuated by the desire of restoring lawful and 
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just government to the country and peace to his native 
State.  

On the return of ex-President Johnson to Tennessee in 
1869 a public reception by the people of Nashville was 
accorded him, and Judge Gaut delivered the reception 
speech. 

Upon his removal to Nashville in 1865 he resumed the 
practice of law, and has ever since occupied a leading 
position at the Nashville bar. 

On the 9th of June, 1873, Mrs. Sarah A. Gaut. died of 
cholera, and on the 16th of February, 1875, Judge Gaut 
was married to Mrs. Sallie A. Carter, of Franklin, Tenn. 
He continues to take the part of a private citizen in State 
and national politics. He favors a speedy and honorable 
compromise of the State debt. 

JOHN M. HILL. 

"All experience shows that the great high-road of human 
welfare lies along the old highway of steadfast well-doing, 
and they who are the most persistent, and work in the 
truest spirit, will invariably be the most successful: success 
treads on the heels of every right effort." 

This maxim is happily exemplified, we think, in the 
active and useful life of an upright business man, of which 
the following is a brief and imperfect sketch: 

"John Melchoir Bill was born in the old town of Lancas-
ter, on the 6th of April, 1797, of parents of German de-
scent, whose ancestors were among the colonists who settled 
in that part of Pennsylvania early in the last century. 

His parents, Gottleib  and Sarah Hill, were in comfortable 
though not affluent circumstances, and were enabled to give 
him and his three younger brothers and an only sister a 
fair education in German. and English, but above all they 
endeavored to instill into their minds a love of virtue, 
teaching them also the need of relying upon their own 
energies and character for success in life. Being pious 
Lutherans, salutary religious influence was thrown around 
their young children which ever after clung to them. 

At an early age, John, as was the custom in those days, 
was apprenticed to a substantial old German merchant in 
Lancaster, and thus started upon the business of his life. At 
the expiration of his apprenticeship, being at an age 
buoyant with hope, he determined at once to seek a better 
field for talent and enterprise than that which seemed to 
present itself in his native village, and bidding adieu to family 
and friends, and the green fields around old Lancaster, he 
started for Pittsburgh, which he then expected would be his 
future home. But, catching the spirit which at about that 
time induced many young men of Pennsylvania to go West 
and South, he with a number of others from about Pittsburgh 
emigrated to Tennessee, and settled in Giles County, at Pu-
laski. Here, however, he only remained for a short time, 
and finally settled in Nashville, in 1819, being then twenty-
two years old. 

On the 21st of July, 1824, he laid the foundation for a 
future happy life and a great estate by marrying a wise and 
prudent woman, Miss Phoebe Thompson, a native of 
Cincinnati, descended from one of the. pioneer settlers of 
that part of Ohio,—a woman of great personal beauty, but 
still more remarkable for her lovely and exemplary 
character. 

She has survived him, and still lives in her old homestead 

surrounded with all the comforts and elegances of life, 
esteemed, loved, and venerated by all the young people as 
well as a host of old friends in the county of Davidson. 

In the same year the young couple set up for 
themselves in a little store-house on the east side of 
Market Street, about midway between the old Union Hall 
and the public square, the humble beginning of a most 
successful and in many respects a remarkable business 
career. Cheered and encouraged by his energetic young 
wife, and assisted by her helping hand, John M. Hill now 
determined to grow rich, and applied himself to the 
attainment of this end with a vigor and resolution 
which nothing could daunt. Exact and conscientious in 
all his dealings, he at once gained the confidence of the 
community, and his little store was soon thronged with- 
customers. Managing his affairs with a sagacity and an 
untiring industry rare in so young a man, at the end of 
three or four years his business had so increased a 
larger room was now required, and he moved up the 
street to a store which had been previously occupied by 
Porter & Rawlins, using the upper story as a family 
residence. 

His business now rapidly enlarged and he soon 
accumulated sufficient capital to extend his operations, 
which he did by opening two branch houses, one of them 
under the management of Vernon K. Stevenson and the 
other in charge of. Ralph Martin, both of them young 
men of Popular manners, good habits, and excellent 
business training. Directing the whole with that clear 
judgment and sound discretion for which he was so pre-
eminent, all prospered. He next formed a partnership with 
Maj. Joseph Vaulx and James J. Gill, and went into an 
extensive auction and commission business, in a house 
which stood upon the ground now occupied by Gray & 
Kirkman's hardware-store. This adventure was also a 
great success. There being at that time but two or three 
small jobbing houses in Nashville, large amounts of 
merchandise were sent out from the. Eastern cities to be 
sold at auction, and it was through this channel that 
country merchants were mainly supplied with goods. 

In 1845, having accumulated a handsome fortune, Mr. 
Hill retired from active business, being succeeded by his 
brothers-in-law, George and Charles Thompson. He always 
regretted that he gave up active commercial pursuits so 
early in life, often saying "it was far better to wear out 
than to rust out." His great success, where so many failed, 
shows conclusively his eminent business qualities. 

We must now speak of his religious life. 
Overwhelmed for many years with the anxious cares and 
toils of a large business, he had grown careless, 
neglecting his religious duties and seldom entering a 
church door. But during a great revival in all the 
churches in Nashville, in the fall of 1833, he became 
deeply concerned about his spiritual condition, was 
happily converted, and joined the Presbyterian Church, 
then under the pastoral care of Dr. Edgar. The careful 
training given him by his pious parents in his early youth 
was now bearing fruit, and under the instruction of this 
godly man he soon became as active and efficient in the 
church as he was in his store. Earnest and indefatigable 







HISTORY OF DAVIDSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

 451

in everything, he was his beloved pastor's right arm. 
Foremost in every scheme devised to promote the 
growth and prosperity of his church, he was soon honored 
by being elected a deacon, and in a few years was made 
a ruling elder. He was an open-handed Christian, most 
generous in all his donations to the benevolent 
enterprises of his church, and liberal though 
unostentatious in his private character. In his will he 
bequeathed in trust to the elders of the First 
Presbyterian Church twenty thousand dollars, to be used 
for various benevolent objects. 

Mr. Hill was a good citizen. In his younger days he 
shunned no public duty. As a young fireman lie was 
one of the first men at the brakes of the "old machine" 
when the alarm was given. As an alderman lie was wise 
and full of zeal for the public good. In ante-bellum 
times he was a shareholder and a director in all our banks 
and insurance companies, and foremost in every 
manufacturing project. He never made usurious loans of 
his money. He loved his adopted city, and in all his 
investments he had an eye to the interest and prosperity of 
Nashville as well as his own. Deep down in his heart he 
had a soft place for the young men of Nashville. Many a 
young fellow has had material aid and comfort from him 
when about to begin the rugged journey of life. He was a 
lover of good cheer, and it was his delight to have his 
many old friends around his bounteously supplied table. He 
was a genial host and enjoyed a well-timed jest or sparkling 
repartee. He was a lover of nature, had great delight in his 
flowers, and became quite skillful in selecting and 
cultivating beautiful exotics, of which he had a rare 
collection. In his old age he loved a quiet day's fishing. He 
especially liked to make preparation for it. It was a 
pleasing sight to see him and his boy Mose spending the 
day with busy care in selecting and arranging their tackle 
preparatory for an early start next morning for some 
neighboring stream where the active trout abounded. He 
always took "Isaak Walton's Complete. Angler" with him, 
and had the finest copy of this pleasant old book the writer 
has ever seen. 

To sum up his character briefly, Mr. Hill was a man of 
inflexible will, a stern lover and doer of the truth, but with 
the broadest and kindliest views of men and things. His 
native mental powers were uncommon, and, had his massive 
intellect been carefully trained for it, lie could have become 
eminent in any of the higher pursuits of life. He died 
Jan. 26, 1870, lamented by the whole city. 

OLIVER BLISS HAYES. 

Oliver Bliss Hayes was born May 21, 1783. His mother, 
Mary Bliss, of Wilbraham, Mass., was a direct 
descendant of Chas. Chauncey, second president of 
Harvard College, and his father, Rev. Joel Hayes, of 
Simsbury, Conn., was pastor of the Congregational 
Church at South Hadley for forty-five years. Their 
children were Oliver Bliss , Joel Hayes, Jr., Rosswell , 
Mary , Harriet , Catherine B. , and Julia Ann . 

Oliver Bliss Hayes was educated in New England, 
receiving the highest literary culture in the best schools 
of that section, and qualifying himself for his 
profession, which was that of the law. He came to 

Baltimore, where he remained a short time, and finally 
settled in Nashville early in 1808. About this time and 
contemporary with him were many great names at the 
Nashville bar,—Whiteside, Overton, Grundy, 
Dickinson, and others who have long since departed. 
There were at this time, also, great questions involving 
great interests to be settled by the courts, particularly 
those growing out of the conflicting land-titles of the 
country. By his genius, his tact, his. knowledge of men 
and accurate business habits, the ready resources of his 
intellect, his power of investigation, and graceful, 
vehement elocution, lie made a strong impression upon 
the public mind, and his services were eagerly sought for 
by the suitors in the courts. His practice was extended 
through a considerable portion of Middle Tennessee, and 
in most of the important causes he was retained as 
counsel. During the whole period of his professional 
career he ranked with the ablest of his contemporaries. 
His fine conversational talent, cultivated taste, ready wit, 
and varied knowledge have rarely been surpassed, and 
made him exceedingly attractive in the social circle. 

Having acquired a competent estate, he retired from his 
profession with the view of devoting himself to the 
ministry, and was ordained as a minister in the Presbyterian 
Church. Commencing his labors at so late a period, and 
having no pastoral relations, it is not to be supposed he 
could acquire the same high distinction as in the former 
field, but the fervor of his piety, the fidelity with which 
he discharged the various duties assigned him by his 
brethren, and the ability of his occasional efforts will be 
attested by them all. 

In the conclusion of this imperfect sketch, the greater 
portion of which is from an obituary at the time of his 
death, it will not be out of place to add that in his own 
house he dispensed a liberal hospitality, and in the exercise 
of all the domestic virtues as a husband and father his 
character shone with peculiar beauty and loveliness. 

His wife was Sarah Clemants Hightower, a 
descendant of the Clemants of England. Their children 
were Richard H. , Joel A. , Adelicia , Laura , Oliver , 
Henry Martyn , and Corinna . 

Oliver Bliss Hayes died Nov. 1, 1858. During his last 
illness, which was protracted for several months, in 
which he endured much physical suffering, he exhibited 
the most perfect resignation to the divine will, never 
murmuring or complaining. 

Thus passed from earth this eminent lawyer and 
servant of the Most High, leaving his bright example as a 
rich inheritance to his children and those who may 
come after them. 

His eldest daughter, Adelicia, was born and educated in 
Nashville, graduating with the highest honors of her 
class. She was married, July, 1839, to Isaac Franklin, an 
opulent planter of Louisiana, who died in the year 1846. 
She was married the second time, to Col. J. A. S. 
Acklen, May, 1849, the grandson of John Hunt, the 
founder of Huntsville, Ala. He was appointed United 
States attorney for the Northern District of Alabama 
during the administrations of Van Buren, Tyler, and 
Polk, and promoted to a colonelcy for bravery in the 
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Mexican war. He died in Louisiana in 1863. At the 
close of the war Mrs. Acklen made a tour in Europe, 
and after her return married Dr. W. A. Cheatham, 
June, 1867, of Nashville, Tenn. Her children are Hon. 
Joseph H. Acklen, of Louisiana, William Ethan Acklen, 
Claude Acklen, and Pauline Acklen. The family name is 
extinct except in this branch of the family. 

Mrs. Dr. Cheatham is very extensively known 
throughout the South and West, not only for her social 
position and personal graces, but for her liberal donations 
to benevolent purposes. Her home, "Belmont," bearing 
the name of the residence of Portia, in the "Merchant of 
Venice," has long enjoyed the reputation of being the 
Mecca of travelers, with its vast lawns, miracle of 
landscape gardening, and its extensive conservatory 
crowded with tropical plants, flowers, and fruits, its gallery 
where may be found masterpieces of paintings and 
sculpture selected and purchased by the owner during her 
stay in Italy, forming a private collection unequaled by 
any in the South. 

TOLBERT FANNING. 

Tolbert Fanning was born in Cannon Co., Tenn., May 
10, 1810. His parents were Virginians, of English 
descent. Tolbert had but little opportunity for the 
acquisition of knowledge, as the family was poor and 
consisted of many members. He early became united 
with the Christian Church, and at nineteen years of age 
spoke in public in his Redeemer's cause. 

Keenly appreciating the value of an acquaintance 
with the Latin and Greek languages in his studies of the 
Scriptures, he made extraordinary exertions to secure the 
means necessary to the acquisition of this knowledge. 
Having always this object in view, he ginned cotton, did 
his own cooking, and performed various other chores that 
he might attain the object of his ambition. 

While performing this manual labor, he failed not, on 
Lord's Day and other occasions, to teach with 
earnestness and success the truths of Holy Writ. 

In 1831 he came to Nashville, and in 1835 was 
graduated at the university, then presided over by Dr. 
Philip Lindsley. While attending college, and in 
vacation, he availed himself of every opportunity to 
teach and preach. Before and after graduation he 
accompanied Alexander Campbell on extensive preaching 
tours, and with earnestness and ability aided the great 
reformer in their gospel meetings. 

At Nicholasville, Ky., he was married to Miss Sarah 
Shreeve, who did not long survive. On Dec. 25, 1836, he 
chose another companion in Miss Charlotte Fall, of Nash-
ville, Tenn. 

Immediately after marriage, in connection with his 
wife, he opened, at Franklin, Tenn., a female boarding- 
and day-school, which was largely patronized until his 
removal (January, 1840) to "Elm Crag," a beautiful 
farm five miles east of Nashville. 

About this time he was selected by the State Agricultural 
Society chief editor of the Agriculturist, a paper issued from 
Nashville. He filled this place for five or six years with 

marked ability. During this period and throughout the 
remainder of his life, he held everything subordinate to his 
duties as a Christian minister. 

Mr. Fanning was much interested in agriculture, and was 
especially active in encouraging the raising of improved 
stock. He imported and placed upon his farm the finest 
breeds of cattle, sheep, hogs, and horses. So enthusiastic 
was he in the cause that he opened at Elm Crag an agricultural 
school for young men, with whom he labored in the fields, 
taught in the school-room, and preached to on Sundays. 

This school was operated for several years with such 
gratifying results that he conceived and executed the design of 
establishing a college on the same plan. So, with the aid 
of a few friends, he had erected at Elm Crag suitable 
buildings, employed a corps of competent aids, and, with 
himself as president, announced the opening of Franklin 
College in the following language: 

"Young men of the country, mechanics who are willing to 
work, blacksmiths, carriage- or wagon makers, saddlers, 
carpenters, cabinet-makers, printers, plow-boys, can be 
educated at Franklin College by their labor, and are earnestly 
invited to attend the institution." What a noble 
undertaking! 

The opening was an auspicious one, and throughout the 
States are numerous grateful individuals who received the 
benefits of Franklin College. Hours were set apart for 
business as well as for study. Some of the students 
engaged in agriculture, a printing-office was opened, from 
which was issued the Agriculturist, catalogues of the 
institution, and the Christian Review, a popular periodical, 
of which Mr. Fanning was the editor and proprietor. Other 
industries, enumerated in the announcement, were carried 
on, and the whole continued to thrive until the breaking 
out of the late civil war. 

In January, 1844, Mr. Fanning began to publish the 
Christian Review. Four years afterwards, with some 
modifications, the Review became the Christian Magazine, 
which periodical was quite popular among those of Mr. 
Fanning's faith. 

In addition to his duties as an editor of two papers, a 
preacher, a farmer, and president of Franklin College, the 
general supervision of a largely patronized female day- and 
boarding-school, conducted upon the same premises, 
devolved upon him. He personally instructed the senior 
classes of both institutions. 

In January, 1855, with W. Libscomb as associate editor, 
Mr. Fanning began the publication of the Gospel 
Advocate, a periodical which, with the exception of a 
temporary suspension during the late war, continues to be 
published, and is weekly mailed to thousands of 
subscribers throughout the Union. Mr. Fanning, 
however, disassociated himself from this paper in 1872, 
and in obedience to a long-felt desire began to publish the 
Religious Historian, which was continued till his death. 

In 1865, just after it was reopened, Franklin College 
and the family dwelling were destroyed by fire. Mr. 
Fanning then made a purchase of Minerva College 
(distant about twenty rods from the old home), and, with 
Mrs. Fanning in immediate charge, opened Hope Institute 
for Young Ladies. Many children of former students were 
matriculated in this excellent school.  
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On Sunday, May 3, 1874, after four days of extreme 
suffering, occurred-the dissolution of Tolbert Fanning. 
But a brief time before his death he broke the loaf in 
memory of that Saviour whom, with all the energy of his 
character and the great power of his mind, he 
unfalteringly served. 

Though certainly a superior man, mentally and 
physically, we must record the fact that many of the 
achievements of Tolbert Fanning are due to the energy 
and ability, the devotion and co-operation, of her whom 
he delighted to call wife. 

ARCHER CHEATHAM. 

Archer Cheatham was born in Springfield, Tenn.; his 
father, John Cheatham, died when Archer was five 
years of age. Four years later his mother was married 
to Dr. W. K. Bowling, of Kentucky, where the family 
lived until 1850, when they removed to Nashville. 

Archer Cheatham had preceded them, coming to 
Nashville when a young man, and finding employment 
as clerk in a dry-goods store for a time; was then 
engaged in the manufacture of iron, and subsequently was 
in the wholesale liquor business. He was a man of good 
business abilities and strict integrity; in social relations 
he was genial and companionable. He died Aug. 15, 
1879, leaving a widow and three children,—two 
daughters and one son,—who reside at their fine home, 
known as "Cliff Lawn," some four miles from the city, 
on the Harding pike, which is one of the finest farms and 
homes for which Davidson County is so celebrated. 

WILLIAM HUNTER WASHINGTON. 

William Hunter Washington is descended from John 
Washington, who was the uncle of George Washington, 
and grandson of the original John Washington, who 
emigrated from the North of England in the year 1657. 

"The Washington family," says Washington Irving, "is 
of an ancient English stock, the genealogy of which has 
been traced up to the century immediately succeeding the 
Conquest." The genealogy of the Virginia 
Washingtons has been given in a letter written in 
Philadelphia in the year 1792, by George Washington 
to Sir Isaac Heard, which has been preserved by Mr. 
Sparks in his writings and life of Washington. "In the 
year 1657," writes he, "or thereabouts, and during 
the usurpation of Oliver Cromwell, John and Lawrence 
Washington, brothers, emigrated from the North of 
England and settled at. Bridges' Creek, on the Potomac 
River, in the county of Westmore land.... John 
Washington was employed as general against the 
Indians in Maryland, and, as a reward for his services, 
was made' a colonel, and the parish wherein he lived 
was called after him. He married Anne Pope and left 
issue two sons, Lawrence  and John , and one daughter, 
Anne , who married Maj. Francis Wright. The time of his 
death the subscriber is not able to ascertain, but it 
appears that he was interred in a vault which had been 
erected at Bridges' Creek. 

"Lawrence Washington, his eldest son, married Mildred 

Warner, daughter of Col. Augustine Warner, of Gloucester 
County, by whom he had two sons, John  and 
Augustine  (the latter being the father of George 
Washington), and one daughter named Mildred . He 
died in 1697, and was interred in the family vault at 
Bridges' Creek. John Washington, the eldest son of 
Lawrence and Mildred, married Catharine Whiting, of 
Gloucester County, where he settled, died, and was 
buried. He had two sons, Warner Washington and Henry 
, and three daughters, Mary Washington, Elizabeth , 
and Catharine , all of whom are dead. 

"Warner Washington married the daughter of Col. 
William Macon, of New Kent County, by whom he had 
one son, who is now living and bears the name of 
Warner. His second wife was Hannah Fairfax, youngest 
daughter of the Hon. William Fairfax, by whom he left 
two sons and five daughters, as follows,—namely, Mildred , 
Hannah , Catharine , Elizabeth , Louisa , Fairfax , and 
Whiting . The three oldest of the daughters are 
married,—Mildred to — Throckmorton,  Hannah to 
— Whiting, and Catharine to  Nelson. After his 
second marriage he removed from Gloucester and settled 
in Frederick County, where he died 1791. Warner 
Washington, his son, married — Whiting, by whom he 
has many sons and daughters; the eldest is called Warner, 
and is now nearly if not quite of age." 

The family tradition has it that the many sons and 
daughters here mentioned numbered nine daughters 
and ten sons. Those whose names are still preserved are 
Warner , Henry , Francis Whiting , Lawrence , John , 
and Lucy . Lucy married — Walker, and emigrated 
to Arkansas. What became of Warner, Lawrence, John, 
and those sons and daughters of the family whose names 
have not been preserved is not known, other than that 
many emigrated to various parts of the United States, 
while others remained in Virginia. 

Francis Whiting Washington, one of the sons, was the 
grandfather of William Hunter Washington. He was 
born in Frederick or Clarke Co., Va., in the year 
1781. He was educated at Liberty Hall, Lexington, 
Va., before it was endowed by George Washington 
and its name changed to that of Washington College. 
In 18—, falling in with the tide of emigration to the 
westward, he quit the associations of his youth and the 
home of his ancestors and emigrated to Tennessee. He 
first settled in Franklin, Williamson Co. He married in 
the year 1813 Elizabeth Mason Hall, sister of the late 
Allen A. Hall. Soon after the marriage they removed 
to Logan Co., Ky. The issue of this marriage was five 
sons,—Beverly Washington, James Washington, Allen 
H. Washington, John Washington, and Francis Whiting 
Washington. He resided in Logan County until 1834, 
when, in order to facilitate the education of his children, 
he sold his estates in Logan County and returned to 
Nashville, Here he embarked in the drug business, 
first on the corner of Deaderick Street and the square, 
and later on the southwest corner of Union and College 
Streets. He lived in Nashville many years, but finally 
removed to Augusta, Ga., where he died in the year 
1871, at the residence of his son, Dr. Beverly Washington, 
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Upon his return home he was shown the following letter 
to his father from Gen. Lee: 

"WASHINGTON COLLEGE, LEXINGTON, VA., June 
28, 1870. 

"F. W. WASHINGTON, Esq., Murfreesboro', Tenn. 
"DEAR SIR,-I have the pleasure of communicating to 

you the action of the faculty of Washington College 
commending your son William H. Washington for his 
distinguished industry and success in his studies during the 
late session. With best wishes for his future welfare, 

"I am, respectfully, 
"R. E. LEE, 
"President." 

In September, 1870, he entered the senior class of Union 
University, and graduated in June, 1871. 

In July the annual convention of the Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon fraternity, composed of delegates from all parts of 
the South, assembled in Nashville, Tenn. William H.  
attended as a delegate, and entered the contest for the gold 
medal offered for the best oration delivered before the 
convention. He won the medal by the unanimous 
decision of the three judges selected by the convention 
to award it. 

In January, 1872, having chosen the law as his 
profession, he became a student of the Lebanon Law 
School. While there he joined the Philomathian Literary 
Society, and was elected one of the four debaters to 
contest, in a public debate, for the gold medal to be awarded 
to the best debater. On the evening of the 10th of May the 
debate took place. The judges were the Hon. Player Martin, 
Hon. William G. Brien, and Hon. R. McPhail Smith, all of 
the Nashville bar. The question was: "Resolved, That the 
right of suffrage should be extended to women." William 
H. had the affirmative, and was beaten. Hon. R. McPhail 
Smith decided for him, and Messrs. Player Martin and 
William G. Brien for one of his competitors. A few 
days after the debate he received a handsome edition of 
"Tennyson's Poems," accompanied by the following letter 
from Hon. R. McPhail Smith, one of the most scholarly 
and accomplished members of the Nashville Bar: 

"Do me the favor to accept the little volume which I 
send... and to read closely and carefully the poem of The 
Princess,' where you will find treated with wisdom steeped 
in ethereal hues the general subject of which the question of 
your recent discussion is a branch. I present it as a slight 
tribute to the talent displayed in your argument of Friday 
night, to which my judgment would unhesitatingly have 
awarded the prize of the contest. I am familiar with the 
topic of discussion from having looked into the literature 
of it, and also having heard it discussed by the women 
themselves, and I was therefore prepared to appreciate the 
neatness of your succinct presentation of the points involved, 
as well as the judgment with which you refrained from 
lugging in anything irrelevant to the special issue in 
controversy. Without in any wise disparaging the highly 
creditable efforts of your competitors, I pronounced you 
with emphasis to have been primes inter pares.'... I 
think you will agree with me that The Princess' is an 
exquisite combination of subtle thought, rich condensation 
of expression, artistic narrative, pathos, and fairy-like purity, 
—all fused together with wondrous poetic tact. It is a 
great favorite of mine. I suppose I have read it a dozen 

times. It will amply repay, and indeed it requires for full 
appreciation of its manifold felicities, repeated perusal. 

"In conclusion, I feel impelled to compliment the man-
liness and good taste with which you bore the bitterness of 
defeat." 

In September, William H. entered the senior class of the 
Law Department of the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Mich., and graduated with the degree of 
"Bachelor of Laws" on the 27th day of March, 1873. On 
the 10th day of April he commenced the practice of the 
law in the city of Murfreesboro', Tenn. 

In the year 1878 he embarked in the canvass for the 
office of attorney-general for the Nashville District, 
composed of the counties of Davidson and Rutherford. 
There were soon eight competitors in the field, seven in 
Davidson and one in Rutherford. His competitor from 
Rutherford proposed to submit to the licensed lawyers of 
Rutherford County the question as to which should 
continue in the race from that county. The proposition was 
cordially accepted, and the bar assembled in mass convention 
in response to the invitation. After organizing by electing 
Hon. Edwin H. Ewing chairman, a ballot was taken, which 
resulted in the selection of William H. by a vote of 
twenty-seven to five for his competitor. 

Near the close of an arduous canvass, and about a month 
before the day of the election, the Republicans having 
threatened to put a candidate in the field, the Democracy of 
both counties called a joint convention, which assembled in 
Nashville, and nominated William H. Washington for the 
office of attorney-general. On the first day of August, 
1878, he was elected attorney-general of the Nashville 
District for the term of eight years from the first day of 
September thereafter. 

ANDREW E. BURR. 

The subject of this sketch is descended from the 
celebrated Burr family, of Fairfield Co., Conn., noted 
for its long line of eminent and honored men, among 
whom was the brilliant jurist and statesman Aaron Burr, 
Vice-President of the United States. 

The genealogy of this family in America dates back 
to the landing of Winthrop's fleet in 1630, when Jehu 
Burr, the first of his race in this country, landed and 
settled at Roxbury, Mass. He subsequently became one 
of the pioneers of Springfield, Mass., and later of Fairfield 
Co., Conn. 

Andrew Eliot Burr was born in the city of New York 
Aug. 27, 1833. He came to Nashville in 1869, and has 
since been engaged in receiving, compressing, and 
forwarding all the cotton coming to and going from the 
city of Nashville under contracts from the Louisville 
and Nashville and the Nashville and Chattanooga 
Railroad Companies. About one hundred thousand 
dollars are invested in the business in Nashville, and 
eighty hands are employed. Mr. Burr, in connection 
with his brother, John T. Burr, also conducts a like 
interest in the city of Memphis. 

Mr. Burr's father, Jonathan S. Burr, removed from 
Fairfield Co., Conn., to New York in 1825, and 
pursued an active business career until 1877. He was 
a son of Gerishorn Burr, who, father and mother dying in 
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infancy, was reared by Thaddeus Burr, of Fairfield. 
Thaddeus Burr early espoused the colonial cause 
during the Revolution, and was an active and influential 
citizen. He was an intimate friend of John Hancock, and 
it was at his residence that Hancock was married to 
Dorothy Quincey. The notice reads as follows: 

ISAAC PAUL 

Isaac Paul was in several respects a remarkable 
man. He was born in Montgomery Co., Ky., March 
10, 1806. He was apprenticed to Mr. Austin, a brick-
mason, and came to Nashville when he was a youth. 
Having served his time he began business for 
himself, and for years enjoyed prosperity as brick-
mason and builder. He formed a co partnership with 
James M. Murrell. The two, having great energy and 
unlimited credit, did an extensive and profitable 
business and acquired large property. In the mean time 
Mr. Paul rose to position in society, acquired reputation, 
and had the confidence of the people. He served as 
member of the City Council, was mayor of South Nashville 
while it was a separate corporation, a member of the 
Board of Education, and for many years an acting 
justice of the peace and member of the County Court. 

In early life he joined the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and was a devoted and consistent Christian till death. 
He was a pioneer Sunday-school worker, superintending a 
large and flourishing Sunday-school most of his life, first 
in a warehouse, next in a log cabin, then in a school-house, 
and finally in a church. 

"Sept., 1775, on the 28th ult., was married at the 
seat of Thaddeus Burr, Esq., by the Rev. Andrew 
Eliot, the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., Pres't of the 
Continental Congress, to Miss Dorothy Quincey, 
daughter of Edmund Quincey, Esq., of Boston." 

Hancock was on his return from presiding over the 

Continental Congress at Philadelphia. College Hill, 
Elysian Grove, Mulberry Street, and Elm Street 
Churches all shared the benefit of his arduous labors. 

Mr. Paul was a man of large liberality; he had a hand 
in every good work. In promoting the interests of 
Nashville in schools, in church-building, in aiding young 
men, in contributions to the poor, in relieving the needy, 
in every public and benevolent enterprise, Mr. Paul was 
among the foremost. 

His moral character was above reproach, and his closing 
hours marked by peace and complete Christian triumph. 

Mr. Paul was twice married,—first to Miss Nance, a 
most estimable lady, belonging to an old and respectable 
family of Davidson County; secondly, to a Miss 
Menifee, an excellent Christian lady, who survives him. 
His generosity led him to indorse for many who imposed 
upon his kind nature. This finally exhausted his large 
estate, leaving him with but a meagre income. In the 
days of his adversity he maintained his purity of 
character, and died lamented Oct. 21, 1876. He left his 
children the savor of a good  name. 

 
 

 
 

ISAAC PAUL.  
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at the advanced age of ninety years. His sons Beverly , 
James , Allen H. , and John  are dead. Dr. Beverly 
Washington had become. eminent in his profession. James  
was a leading hardware-merchant of St. Joseph, Mo. John 
entered the Methodist pulpit, but was killed by a horse in 
1856, soon after his ordination. Allen H.  became a wholesale 
merchant of Nashville, and was of the firm of O'Bryans & 
Washington at the time of his death, in 1873. Francis 
Whiting Washington, the father of William Hunter 
Washington, is the sole survivor. He resided in Nashville 
from 1834 until his marriage. Soon after attaining his 
majority he married in Rutherford County, at the residence 
of Gen. William Hunter Smith, brigadier-general of the 
Tennessee militia. Sarah Catharine Crockett. After his 
marriage he removed to Rutherford County, and has lived 
there ever since, on the ancient manor of Springfield, 
except during the war, when he. served with distinction in the 
Confederate army. Springfield is a majestic and antique brick 
mansion on the bank of Overall's Creek. It has an interesting 
and eventful history, having been continuously in the family 
of Sarah Catharine, on her mother's side, fur sixty-six years. 
It was built in 1814 by Col. John Smith, her maternal 
grandfather. 

Sarah Catharine Crockett was a young lady of great 
beauty, accomplishments, and popularity. She was 
descended from the Virginia Crocketts. Col. Anthony 
Crockett, her grandfather, was a first cousin of the famous 
David Crockett, and was born in Wythe Co., Va. He served 
in the Revolutionary war as a lieutenant in the Continental 
army. Afterwards he removed to what subsequently became 
Frankfort, Ky. In 1812 three of his sons, Overton, 
Granville S., and Fountain P. Crockett, emigrated to 
Rutherford Co., Tenn. Granville S. entered the field of 
political life at an early age. He represented his county 
several times in the State Legislature, both in the lower 
house and Senate. He also represented his district in the 
Congress of the United States. He was appointed by 
President Polk, soon after his inauguration, minister abroad, 
but died while journeying to his post. Fountain P. Crockett 
died young, leaving orphan children,—among them Sarah 
Catharine, who, at the time of her father's death, was but six 
years of age. She was adopted by her uncle, Gen. 
William H. Smith, a man of great wealth and childless. 

The first-born of the marriage of Francis Whiting 
Washington and Sarah Catharine Crockett was William 
Hunter Washington. He was born at Springfield, the family 
mansion, on the 9th day of September, 1850. There were 
two other children,—America Isabella  and John Henry . 
The former was born Jan. 29, 1852, and died twenty 
months thereafter. The latter was born Sept. 4, 1857. He 
has entered the medical profession, having graduated at 
Vanderbilt University in 1879. 

Nothing unusual signalized the childhood and boyhood 
of William H., who was sent to school in the neighborhood 
of Springfield and in Murfreesboro'. 

After the war between the States was declared, and 
in the year 1862, some time before the fall of Forts 
Donelson and Henry, the boys in the neighborhood of 
Murfreesboro', imbued with a spirit of chivalry and 
martial glory, and having high notions of defending their 
mothers and sisters against the advancing hosts of the 
enemy, organized themselves into a military company. 

Its name was the "Juvenile Home Guards." It numbered 
thirty-five ardent young rebels. William H.  was elected 
captain, though among the youngest in the company. 
They became very efficient in the drill, maintaining the 
organization six or eight months, but were finally 
disbanded a short time before Rosecrans advanced upon 
Murfreesboro'. 

William H. remained at Murfreesboro' during the war, the 
only protector of his mother, his father having entered the 
Confederate army early in the struggle. 

In September, 1866, he matriculated as a student of 
Washington College, Lexington, Va., which was then 
under the presidency of Gen. Robert E. Lee. While there 
he boarded in the family of Rev. W. M. McElwee, a 
Presbyterian divine. In the beginning of the session of 1867, 
having many boarders, he offered to give a handsome Bible 
to that boarder who should be most punctual in attending 
family prayers during the nine months' session. William 
H. won the prize, which was presented to him in June, 
1868. During the fall of 1867 he became a member of 
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, Chapter E. 

In June, 1868, he returned to Murfreesboro' in such a 
precarious condition of health his parents forbade his return 
to college the next session. 

In the following fall there was a grand agricultural and 
mechanical fair at Murfreesboro', one of the features of 
which was a tournament to decide the champion equestrian-
ship of Middle Tennessee. The first prize was a silver set 
valued at fifty dollars, and the second an elegant silver tete-
a-tete set valued at a little less. The day for the contest 
arrived. There were fully five thousand people in 
attendance. The joust was to take place inside the circular 
amphitheatre. There were nine rings up. Victory was to 
belong to that knight who carried off the greatest number 
of rings in a given number of rides at full speed. Twenty-
five knights from all parts of the State, gorgeously attired 
and armed with the famous lance of chivalry, entered the 
arena as contestants. Among the number was William H., 
whose sobriquet was "Knight of the Grecian Bend." 
After the contest was over, the judges reported that two of 
the knights had tied for the first prize, each having taken 
off the same number of rings and the greatest number. 
These  knights  were   of  Sumner  County ,  who was 
the champion of many similar contests, and William H. 
When they entered the arena for the final struggle there 
was the utmost enthusiasm. The excitement was so intense 
and the sympathy with William H.  so extensive (his 
competitor having received several prizes theretofore and 
being from another county) that he became nervous and lost 
the first prize. He won the second, however, which was 
presented with great. ceremony by the judges. 

In June, 1869, his health having been thoroughly 
restored, William H. re-entered Washington College and took 
the summer course. He joined the Phoenix Literary 
Society, was elected its orator for the annual celebration, and 
delivered an oration, in the presence of Gen. Lee and a 
large audience, in the college chapel on the 6th day of 
September, 1869. 

At the close of the session in June, 1870, the degree of 
"Distinguished Undergraduate" was conferred upon him, 
and he left Washington College finally. 
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WILLIAM J. McMURRAY. 

William J. McMurray is of Scotch-Irish descent. His 
great-grandfather came to this country and settled in 
Kentucky at an early time. In 1785 he married Miss 
Kinkade, whose father was an Irishman, and mother of 
Welsh descent. In 1790 they emigrated to Tennessee, and 
settled six miles from Nashville on the old Lebanon road, 
on the farm now owned by the Gen. Gillem heirs, where he 
was killed by the Indians in the year 1792. 

Samuel, the second son, married Levicy Morton, and had 
eight children,—five sons and three daughters. The oldest 
of these was John, father of the subject of this sketch. 
He was born and reared in the Sixth Civil District of 
Davidson County, on the farm now owned by the Rev. W. A. 
Whitsett, where he received a fair common-school 
education. 

In 1836 he married Mary J. Still, who resided just 
across the line, in Williamson County, where he 
afterwards purchased a farm and spent the remainder of his 
life in farming and school-teaching. He died at the age 
of thirty-seven years, leaving a wife and seven children, of 
whom four are living and three are deceased: Sallie A., 
died in 1863; Samuel J., who was sergeant-major in the 
Twenty-fourth Tennessee Volunteers, was killed at the 
battle of Franklin, Tenn; the third is our subject, William 
J. ; Lucy Ellen , now married; John H. , a successful 
druggist in Edgefield; and Thomas M. , a physician at 
Nolensville, Williamson Co. 

The mother of this family was born near.Danville, 
Pittsylvania Co., Va., emigrated at the age of nine 
months with her parents to the farm in Williamson 
County, where she was brought up, married, and reared 
her family, until 1871, when she broke up 
housekeeping, and has since lived with her son, 
William J. She is also of Irish descent. 

William J. McMurray was born Sept. 22, 1842, being the 
same month and same day of the month on which his 
father was born. His father being a teacher, he was 
placed at school early, but at the age of nine years his 
father died involved, by becoming surety and by other 
debts, so that all the property he left was one hundred and 
fifty acres of land. Upon this William performed 
important services, sustaining a widowed mother and 
younger brothers and sisters up to the breaking out of 
the civil war. 

At this time he was eighteen years of age. He joined a 
company raised by Col. Joel A. Battle,—the "Zollicoffer 
Guards." This company was mustered into service May 
17, 1861, and went into camp of instructions at Camp 
Trousdale, near the Kentucky line. It was afterwards 
organized with the Twentieth Tennessee Regiment, of 
which its captain was elected colonel, and was placed in 
Gen. Zollicoffer's brigade. Our young friend participated 
in all the battles of Gen. Zollicoffer's campaign in East 
Tennessee and East Kentucky in 1861-62. 

At Cumberland Ford, in 1861, he was promoted 
from the ranks to first corporal. The first time he was 
under fire was at Wild Cat, in East Kentucky. In that 
engagement was an old Mexican veteran by the name 
of John Smith, who was next to McMurray, and had 
been under fire many times. McMurray asked Smith 

to watch him and not let him run if he showed any 
disposition to do so. 

After the battle at Mill Springs, Corp. McMurray was 
elected second sergeant by his company, and served for 
several months as orderly sergeant. 

The brigade was put under the command of Col. 
Statham, colonel of the Fifteenth Mississippi Regiment, 
marched to the battle-field of Shiloh, and was in that 
eventful engagement of 6th and 7th of April, 1862, as a 
part of Gen. John C. Breckinridge's division, which was 
held in reserve until late in the day. About one o'clock 
on the 6th it was ordered forward. 

The Twentieth Tennessee engaged the Twelfth Illinois, 
when a severe struggle of an hour ensued. During this 
time the Forty-fifth Tennessee Volunteers, who were next 
to the Twentieth Regiment on their left, became confused 
and fired a number of volleys into the left companies of the 
Twentieth. At this juncture the right wing of the 
Twentieth Regiment was flanked by the Federals, and was 
forced back some fifty yards, but was rallied by that 
bravest of brave commanders (Col. Battle) and carried 
back to the front again. While the struggle was going on 
in the midst of a dense smoke McMurray had loaded his gun 
and placed the butt between his feet, leaning forward on 
his piece, with the bayonet one inch from the right side of 
his head, when a minie-ball struck and bent it about half 
double, stunning McMurray considerably. When the 
fight had been going on for one hour a charge was ordered 
by Gen. Breckenridge, and was executed handsomely. 
The Federals broke, and where their lines were formed 
they lay three deep at one place. They ran for half a mile 
before they rallied. In the stampede McMurray captured a 
first lieutenant, and while taking him to the rear came across 
his prisoner's captain, who had been killed. The prisoner 
said he must get some papers out of his captain's pocket; 
McMurray told him he could not, but the prisoner said he 
would, and started towards the dead captain. McMurray 
cocked his Enfield rifle and pulled down on him, and he 
gave up the undertaking. He had the best of reasons. He 
and his captive were there in the bushes alone; having dis-
armed him, he suspected he wanted to arm himself from the 
captain. He then took the lieutenant and guarded him 
until Prentiss' brigade was captured; about four o'clock P.M. 
'He then put him in with the other prisoners. 

The victors lay in the Federal camp that night, 
exhausted and worn out, and, next morning, when day 
broke, they found that the troops they had handled so 
nicely the day previous had been reinforced by thirty 
thousand fresh troops under Gen. Buell; and the next 
day the battle was a kind of "hide-and-seek fight" until 
late in the evening, when the Confederates withdrew to 
Corinth, and Gen. Breckenridge covered the retreat and 
lay near the battlefield three or four days. The 
Zollicoffer Guards lost in the battle nineteen men 
killed and wounded out of sixty-four. 

After the battle of Shiloh the Confederate army was 
reorganized, and young McMurray elected second 
lieutenant of his company, and made a fine reputation 
as a drilled officer. He served in this capacity until 
near the close of the war, when he was promoted to first 
lieutenant. 
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His regiment next went to Vicksburg, and during the 
first siege of that city, while quartering in a warehouse near 
the bank of the river, the enemy threw a huge shell that 
burst over the building, and a fifty-pound fragment came 
crushing through the roof and fell between Capt. Guthrie 
and Lieut. McMurray, who were lying on the same blanket. 

After passing through the campaign of Mississippi and 
Alabama, in the summer of 1862 his regiment was carried 
back to Murfreesboro', Tenn., and participated in the 
memorable battle at that place. During the first day's fight 
his command was engaged, on the Nashville pike, where hard 
fighting was done. The second day, while McMurray was 
standing by a cedar-tree, a cannon-ball took it off a few 
feet above his head. The third day he participated in that 
bloody charge made by Gen. Breckenridge on Friday 
evening, when he lost half of his division; in the charge Lieut. 
McMurray laid off his sword and took a gun. 

As the division moved forward to the charge through an 
open field some four hundred yards wide, the Federals were 
lying in a skirt of woods in two lines, about thirty paces 
behind a fence, and when the Confederates' had advanced to 
seventy-five yards of their lines, they rose and fired a volley 
of death into their ranks, in which was swept away the 
man just on McMurray's left. The Confederates moved to 
the fence and were ordered to lie down, and as it happened 
McMurray occupied a panel of the fence alone. He shot 
at one of three Federals who were standing by a bending 
tree, and as he turned over on his back to load one of these 
fired at him and cut off a number of splinters across his 
breast, and as he fired the third shot a second ball from the 
enemy cut off another piece of rail by his left breast. 

The Confederates then moved forward, and in the charge 
a Minie-ball struck him in the left breast, making a wound 
some five inches long over the fifth rib, and passing between 
a pocket-Bible in his coat-pocket and his heart. This 
stunned him so that he was left on the field all night till 
near break of day. He crawled to an old deserted cabin, and 
was there found by his captain and surgeon, who had been 
searching the battle-field for him, and dressed his wound. 
He was afterwards detailed as a conscripting officer and 
put on Gen. Pillow's staff, where he remained until the 
spring campaign of 1863, when he participated in the 
battles of Hoover's Gap, Bethpage Bridge, and 
Chickamauga. At the latter place he was thought to have 
been mortally wounded while charging a battery, but 
recovered during the winter and reported for duty at 
Dalton, Ga., when the spring fights opened again. 

When the first shell fell in his regiment in that 
campaign he was heard to say "Welcome, thrice welcome, 
thou unfriendly visitor." He participated in the 
following battles of that campaign: Rockface Gap, 
Resaca,* Dallas, Pine Mountain, Kenesaw Mountain, 
and Peachtree Creek (22d July), this being the battle in 
which the Federal Gen. McPherson was killed. 

                                                 
* At this place he was wounded in the left foot. As his regiment 

moved into the charge Lieut. McMurray went in singing one of those 
familiar Southern songs: 

"And now, young man, a word to you: 
If you would win the fair, 
Go to the field were honor calls, 
And win your lady there." 

 

On Aug. 5, 1864, while engaged in a skirmish in 
front of Atlanta, McMurray lost his left arm. He soon 
recovered from the amputation, and his friends tried to 
persuade him to return home, as he had been so badly 
used up, but he answered, "No; there is yet something 
I can do; when the old ship goes down, I want to be 
on the last plank." So he stayed with the army and 
received his parole of honor on May 17; 1865, just 
four years to the day from the time he entered the 
service 

On his return home he was arrested three times by the 
Federals,—once at Clarksville, while on board of a 
boat. He was reported to a Federal major as having used 
some disrespectful language about President Lincoln; so 
he arrested him with the intention of having him 
tried by court-martial. When this was known on board, 
his Confederate friends (some of whom are now living in 
this city, —viz., Marsh Pinkard, Dr. John W. Morton, Sr., 
now dead, Harry Martin, and Capt. Douglass, of 
Sumner County) rallied around him, and told the officer 
that he was misinformed, and that he should not be taken 
off the boat; so the major abandoned his proposition. 
Again McMurray was arrested for the same offense when he 
arrived at Nashville, but soon convinced the authorities that 
it was a mistake. Two hours later he was arrested for 
wearing his Confederate uniform on the street. He told the 
officer in charge that he had no money to buy clothes with, 
and they were all he had, and he was forced to wear 
them. His conduct was so ingenuous and fearless that he 
was released on the spot, and arrived at his home June 2, 
1865, laying aside the Confederate garb forever. 

On reaching home he found that the Federal soldiers had 
stripped his widowed mother and her young children of 
everything that could be carried away. On the second 
day after his return he went to work in the field with one 
hand. He matured his plans and shaped his course at 
once. He determined to educate himself, but had to make 
the money first. He succeeded in getting a few dollars 
together, and entered the excellent school of Professor 
Didiot, at Nolansville, where he managed to continue 
for newly two years, in the mean time making a little 
money at spare opportunities. 

In the fall of 1867 he began reading medicine with the 
firm of William M. Clark (now of the Nashville 
Banner) and T. G. Shannon, now practicing in East 
Nashville. He continued this study for one year, not 
knowing where the money was to come from to carry him 
through the approaching lectures, but was trusting to luck. 
Ten days before lectures began an old friend met him in 
the road and told him that he had been watching his 
efforts and wished to assist him, and that he had a 
thousand dollars in gold at his command. This McMurray 
refused, but said that he would be glad to get a less 
amount in greenbacks, which was promptly handed him. 

He then left for the lectures at Nashville, where he made 
a reputation as a student, and graduated in anatomy the 
first winter and stood at the head of the anatomical class for 
two years. He was elected vice-president of the medical 
society of the University of Nashville, that being the highest 
position a student was allowed to hold in it. He was then 
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made chairman of a committee that overhauled all the old 
papers of the society and got up a new set of by-laws. At the 
close of his second course he was elected valedictorian 
without a dissenting voice. 

Having acquitted himself honorably at college, he went 
immediately into practice, bought thirty dollars' worth of 
drugs on thirty days' time, and expected to pay; hem from 
his practice, and made known his intention to one of his 
preceptors, who told him that he would not get a call in 
thirty days. But he did get  cal ls ,  did make the money, 
and did pay the debt at the stated time. 

He began practice in 1869 at Flat Rock, three miles 
from Nashville, on the Nolensville pike. His first year's 
practice, except enough for a scanty support, was 
absorbed in paying a security debt. He practiced there 
for three years, doing a very large business, when, on 
account of the severe exercise of horseback-riding (he 
having been badly wounded in the leg), he was 
compelled to abandon his country practice and 
remove to the city. A short time after he had located 
in Nashville, he was appointed physician to the county 
jail. He was appointed twice by the jailer, three times by 
the sheriff, and elected twice by the County Court. 

Dr. McMurray was united in marriage on Oct, 22, 1872, 
to Miss Fannie May McCampbell, who was born in this 
city in 1854, and raised near the Hermitage. 

Miss McCampbell's mother was a Miss Gowdy, the 
daughter of Thomas Gowdy, an Irishman, who fought 
under Wellington at Waterloo. On her paternal side she 
is a descendant of the McCampbells and Andersons, of 
Knoxville, Tenn., whose legal talents have always ranked 
high. Her father, Thomas McCampbell, represented the 
Knoxville District in the State Senate when quite a young 
man. After his marriage he withdrew from the profession, 
and spent the remainder of his life in farming. 

Mrs. McMurray is a woman of rare strength of mind 
and character. She 'graduated with honor at Dr. Ward's 
seminary in 1871, and married the next year. 

 The fruit of this marriage is only one child, Addle 
Morton , born June 30, 1876. 

Dr. McMurray was elected alderman in 1876 to 
represent the Eighth Ward of the city in the Common 
Council, and while a member presented the first bill 
establishing the island filter of the city water-works. 

Having only one arm, the other being off at the 
shoulder, the doctor would naturally be expected to 
avoid all surgical operations, especially those of a 
difficult nature, but, true to his leading characteristic,—to 
never surrender,—he has never failed to perform 
successfully every surgical operation which has fallen 
to his lot in an extensive practice. 

The doctor never attached himself to any church until 
1863 while in the army, but was always moral; and during 
four years of wild war he never drank any spirits, swore 
an oath, played at cards, bet, nor used tobacco. 

Dr. McMurray is a man who never forgets past 
favors or old friends. Instances of his lasting 
appreciation of favors shown him when quite young 
might be given did space permit. 

Prof. Didiot says of him as a student that he was prompt 
in every  duty, always respectful and obedient to  his teacher,  

generous and amiable towards his male companions, and 
gentlemanly in his bearing towards the girls; that ho 
always knew his lessons, and was the best scholar of his 
grade that he ever had. 

THOMAS N. FRAZIER. 

Thomas N. Frazier was born on the 24th day of May, 
1810, in the county of Greene and State of Tennessee. 
His paternal grandfather, Samuel Frazier, was of Scotch 
descent he married Rebecca Julian, and they emigrated 
from North Carolina to Greene Co., Tenn., shortly after the 
close of the Revolutionary war. He was a member of the 
Constitutional Convention which framed the first 
constitution for the State of Tennessee. His eldest son, 
Abner, came with him, and settled in Greene County, where 
he married Mary Edmonson, by whom he had five 
children, to wit: Samuel , Rebecca , Abner , Thomas N. , 
and Beriah . Abner Frazier, Sr., was a farmer of moderate 
circumstances; he did all his means would permit to 
educate his children, and succeeded in giving his eldest 
son, Samuel, who was a cripple, a liberal education, 
graduating at Washington College, Tennessee. His other 
children received an ordinary education at the common 
schools of the county. His two youngest sons, Thomas N. 
and Beriah, succeeded, by their own exertions, in attending 
Greenville College for two years, during which time they 
applied themselves with. great assiduity to the study of the 
sciences and the Latin language. Thomas N. Frazier, after 
his short collegiate course, went to Rha Co., Tenn., where 
he studied the profession of the law with his brother, Samuel, 
who was then attorney-general for the Fourth Judicial 
Circuit of the State of Tennessee. He obtained a license 
and commenced the practice of his profession in 1836; shortly 
after he was appointed clerk and master of the Chancery 
Court at Pikeville, Bledsoe Co., Tenn., which office he 
held for about ten years, in the mean time applying, his 
leisure time to the practice of law in the Circuit Courts 
of the district where he resided. After this he resigned 
the office, and applied himself exclusively to the 
practice of his profession until the breaking out of the 
late war. He early attached himself to the cause of 
temperance, and diligently applied himself to the 
advancement of its principles by precept and example 
during the whole course of his life. In politics he was 
an unwavering Whig. When secession began to be 
publicly advocated, lie espoused the cause of the 
Union, and resisted the doctrine of secession to the 
utmost of his ability. When the Legislature of 
Tennessee ordered an election for members to a 
convention for the purpose of determining whether the 
State should secede or not, and also to submit to vote the 
question of a convention or no convention, Thomas N. 
Frazier was run as a Union candidate for a seat in the 
convention, and was elected by an overwhelming majority; 
the convention was, however, defeated, and none was 
ever held. The State afterwards seceded, and those 
opposed to secession were compelled to submit. Frazier 
acquiesced, but took no part in the Rebellion, and, 
deeming it unsafe to remain in Bledsoe County, removed 
to Rutherford County in the spring or 1864. 
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Soon after he settled in Rutherford County he was 
appointed judge of the Criminal Court for the counties of 
Davidson, Rutherford, and Montgomery, by Andrew 
Johnson, who was then Governor of Tennessee, and held 
the office under this appointment until 1867. He 
resided in Rutherford County two years, and then 
removed to Davidson County in January, 1866. 

In 1866 there was an extraordinary session of the General 
Assembly convened by the proclamation of Governor Brown-
low for the purpose of ratifying or rejecting a certain 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States. A 
number of the members-elect were opposed to the 
amendment and failed to attend, and when the House of 
Representatives attempted to organize it was found that 
there was no quorum present. After waiting and 
adjourning from day to day for some time, the members 
present, by their Speaker, issued warrants for the arrest of 
the absent members, and two of them were arrested and 
brought to the Capitol in custody. A petition for. a writ of 
habeas corpus for their release was presented to Thomas N. 
Frazier, then judge of the Criminal Court for Davidson 
County, who granted the same, and the question was argued 
at length before him, who was of the opinion that there was no 
law in the State of Tennessee authorizing a part of the 
Legislature less than a quorum in either branch to enforce by 
warrant or otherwise the attendance of absent members, and 
that the arrest of members was simply illegal and void; 
consequently the prisoners were discharged. For this 
opinion and judgment the Legislature of 1867 preferred 
articles of impeachment against him; the same was heard 
by the Senate, and after a protracted, useless, and one-sided 
trial, the charges were sustained by a majority of the Senate, 
the office declared vacant, and the judge disqualified from 
ever holding office again in Tennessee. The next Legislature 
of the State of Tennessee, however, were of a different 
opinion, and by an act passed on the 11th of November, 
1869, the impeachment and conviction were declared "unjust 
and undeserved, and calculated to injure an honest man, a 
pure patriot, and an upright and incorruptible judge, and the 
pains, penalties, and disqualifications imposed by said 
impeachment were removed, and Judge Frazier was restored 
to all the rights, privileges, and immunities of other citizens, 
as though said impeachment had never occurred." And the 
Constitutional Convention which was held in 1870 fully 
ratified and confirmed the previous act of the Legislature 
removing said disabilities, and also providing for an election 
to fill all the offices in the State under the new constitution. 

Mr. Frazier was a candidate for the same office of 
criminal judge, from which he had been expelled by unjust 
impeachment, and at the regular election in August, 1870, 
he was elected by a handsome' majority; and Governor 
Seater, who had been one of his most active prosecutors 
in the impeachment case, signed his commission as such 
judge. And so the character and conduct of Judge 
Frazier was most triumphantly vindicated by the act of 
the Legislature, the Constitutional Convention, and the 
vote of the people; he held the office for the full term of 
eight years, and then retired to his farm in the Second Civil 
District in Davidson County, where he now resides. 

Thomas N. Frazier was twice married, first to Margaret 
A. Spring, on the 22d of September, 1839. She was a 

daughter of John Spring, who was one of the first 
settlers in Bledsoe Co., Tenn. She died on the 16th of 
November, 1840. She left one child, Mary Ellen , who 
married Maj. George S. Deakins on the 9th of December, 
1862, and died nil the 27th of September, 1863. His 
second wife was Margaret M. McReynolds, whom lie 
married on the 10th of April, 1845. She was the eldest 
daughter of Samuel McReynolds, of Bledsoe Co., Tenn.; 
her father was of Irish descent; he emigrated from the State 
of Virginia to Bledsoe County when quite young. He 
married Jane Hale, a daughter of Alexander Hale, a 
highly-esteemed citizen of Blount Co., Tenn. She had 
nine children, three of whom died in infancy; she died in 
1844. He afterwards married Anna Stephens, by whom 
he had three children. He died in 1865. He was a 
scientific and successful farmer, and by his industry 
and perseverance he had accumulated a large property 
before the war. He was a man of unimpeachable 
integrity, and highly esteemed by all who knew him. 
Margaret M. Frazier was born on the 8th of November, 
1824. She has ever been a prudent, industrious, and 
exemplary wife, and an affectionate mother. She is the 
mother of five children, four of whom are now living, 
to Wit: Samuel , Sallie , Rebecca , and James . 

 

GEN. ALVAN CULLEN GILLEM. 

Gen. Alvan Cullem Gillem was born in Jackson Co., 
Tenn., July 29, 1830, and died at his residence in Davidson 
Co., Tenn., Dec. 2, 1875. What follows is quoted principally 
from memoirs of the deceased by ex-United States Senator 
Joseph S. Fowler: 

"The true hero is assured of a never-ending remembrance. 
Humanity is ever ready to commemorate worthy and 
honorable services rendered in its behalf. This characteristic 
tends to ennoble those who pay the devotion, whilst it 
inspires all with the desire to make disinterested sacrifices in 
the interest of the race. 

“Among those who contributed so much to the cause of 
human liberty was Gen. A. C. Gillem. Only a brief allusion 
to seine of his valuable services will now be attempted. 

"His parents had emigrated from Tennessee to North 
Carolina, and settled in a county remote from the advantages 
of schools of the higher class. Young Gillen) could obtain 
only the rudiments of an English course in his native county. 
His devotion to study and his rapid advancement induced his 
father to send him to Nashville, where he could secure the 
advantages of a liberal education. His industry, good morals, 
and intelligence attracted the attention of his representative 
in Congress, who nominated him to a cadetship at West 
Point. He repaired promptly to the scene of his duties, and 
during his scholastic period manifested the same devotion to 
his studies and other duties that had heretofore marked his 
life. He secured his diploma June 18, 1851, and received his 
commission of second lieutenant in the First Artillery, Dec. 
3, 1851. March 3, 1853, he was promoted to first lieutenant. 
He served in the Florida, Texas, and various forts, until the 
Rebellion; at this time he was at Key West.”  







HISTORY OF DAVIDSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

 461

Lieut. Gillem married Miss Margaret Jones, of Hampden, 
Va., an accomplished and beautiful lady, whose family was 
among the most worthy of that State. Five children blessed 
their union, three of whom were left to the care and devotion 
of their noble mother, who has since died. Gen. Gillem 
loved his family with supreme tenderness. No hour that 
could be spared from his professional duties was withheld 
from them and their interests. He superintended the 
education of his children by explaining their lessons and 
seeing that they properly understood them, and directing 
their minds to the importance of intellectual culture and 
refinement. His energies were stimulated and economy 
rigidly practiced with a view to provide for their support in 
case he should be called to leave them. 

"He was six feet in height, remarkably well-proportioned, 
and gracefully formed. His temperament was active, and his 
muscles of purest steel his brain was large, his forehead 
high, his eyes bright, cheerful, and full of genial friendship 
his mind was quick of apprehension, and his will, strong, 
followed instantly his convictions. His imagination, active 
and creative, lifted him above the ordinary level of life.  

"He was commissioned July 12, 1861, assistant 
quartermaster with the rank of captain in the regular army. 
He served on the staff of' Gen. Thomas at the battle of Mill 
Springs, Ky., early in 1862. After this campaign, Capt. 
Gillem was assigned to the staff of Gen. Buell, who now 
marched on Nashville. Capt. Gillem was Buell's 
quartermaster during his campaign, which terminated at the 
dispersion of the army after the fruitless siege at Corinth. 
After this Governor Johnson offered Capt. Gillem the 
command of the First Middle Tennessee Infantry, and he 
was commissioned colonel of volunteers, May 13, 1862. A 
new and important duty awaited him at Nashville. He was 
made adjutant-general of the State. In addition to these 
duties, he commanded a brigade during the autumn of 1862, 
and also served as provost-marshal of the city. Upon the 
arrival of Gen. Rosecrans, he desired Col. Gillem to accept 
the command of a brigade in his army, but Governor 
Johnson could not dispense with his services. Aug. 17, 1863, 
he was commissioned brigadier-general of volunteers, and 
assigned to the command of the Fourth Cavalry Division of 
the Army of the Cumberland. During this year he completed 
the railroad to the Tennessee River, which gave the army 
two lines of road to secure its supplies. April 1, 1864, he 
was appointed under the direct orders of Governor Johnson 
to the command of an expedition to East Tennessee. The 
Governor had long desired the occupation of East Tennessee 
by the national arms. The people were generally firm 
Unionists and inflexible in their devotion. The forces led by 
Gen. Gillem were men who, after two years' exile, now 
returned to reoccupy their homes and collect again their 
scattered families. Gen. Gillem, having arrived in East 
Tennessee after severe marches through the mountains, had 
several severe engagements with the rebels, principally with 
those under the rebel Gen. Morgan, resulting in the death of 
the latter and the occupation at this time of Greenville by the 
Union forces, afterwards, in conjunction with Gen. 
Stoneman, capturing Salisbury, N. C., with two thousand 
prisoners and eighteen pieces of artillery. The history of the 

war records no instance of greater activity on the part of any 
body of troops. The field of operations was in the most 
rugged and inaccessible part of the country. The season was 
the most inclement of the year. 

"The war now closing, new duties were emerging from 
the dreadful chaos produced by its sad ravages. 

"Early in the year 1865 an effort was made to restore civil 
order in Tennessee by an amendment to the constitution and 
the election of civil officers to supply the military rule. Gen. 
Gillem was returned as a member of the Legislature to 
represent his native county, and took his seat in the body, 
but soon resigned to attend to his military duties. He was 
assigned to the command of East Tennessee. 

"We must pass by his duties in Mississippi as military 
superintendent of the Freedman's Bureau and abandoned 
lands, etc. Be was also proconsul of that State. 

"' Bright,' says his biographer, ' as was his military history 
and his devotion to the flag of his country, they pale before 
his manly administration of Mississippi and Arkansas.'  

"Gen. Gillem was assigned to the Department of Texas, 
where he served until the spring of 1871, when he was 
ordered to Benicia, Cal. The intense labor of the past ten 
years and a chronic diarrhea, contracted at Shiloh, began to 
tell on his health. 

"His labors at his new post of' duty were not the less 
imperious in their demands. After the Modocs had 
established themselves in the Lava Beds, he was ordered to 
command the expedition sent against them. His declining 
health was subject to too great a strain, and broke down 
under it.... He obtained leave of absence and returned to his 
home in Tennessee, where lie lingered on a decline until his 
death.  

"Though his family and friends mourn the absence of his 
sustaining and encouraging presence, his spirit will linger 
upon the battle-fields of the republic, and his illustrious 
deeds become a part of her glories to cherish and perpetuate. 
In every sphere of life, in every transmutation from the 
cradle to the grave, his character is not only without 
reproach, but glowing with all the active virtues of a noble 
manhood." 

JOHN LIVINGSTON HADLEY 

Dr. John L. Hadley was a native of North Carolina. His 
progenitors settled in that country while it was yet a colony 
of England. During the struggle for independence a deadly 
feud existed between all of the name and the Tories. In a 
night attack, directed by his voice, they shot the eldest 
member of the family through the head, killing him 
instantly. 

Of his two sons, they at the same time captured the elder, 
John the younger, Joshua, made good his escape, and 
reappeared on the scene of action next morning barely in 
time to save his brother from death on the gallows. The 
gallows was utilized by hanging thereon those by whom it 
was constructed. The two brothers served throughout the 
Revolutionary war, during which each was severely 
wounded, one at Brandywine, and the other at Germantown. 

The elder, John , married Margaret Livingston, of which 
marriage the only issue was a son, John Livingston Hadley. 
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In due time he was entered as student at the University of 
North Carolina. On completing the curriculum of that 
institution he studied medicine under the tutelage of Dr. 
Benjamin Rush, of Pennsylvania. On receiving the degree of 
M.D. in the Medical Department of the University of 
Pennsylvania he was at the instance of Dr. Rush appointed 
surgeon in the navy, but declined the appointment. A few 
months subsequently war was declared with England (1812), 
and he was tendered, and accepted, the post of surgeon in 
the army, in which capacity he served until the conclusion of 
peace. 

The war being ended, he resigned his position, and, 
moving to Tennessee, married Amelia , daughter of Joshua 
Hadley, of Sumner County. He immediately entered into 
business with characteristic energy and industry, with the 
intelligent view that the interest of the individual went hand 
and hand and was inseparably connected with the welfare of 
the commonwealth. 

He at first (1815) gave his attention exclusively to the 
practice of his profession. Subsequently he engaged 
extensively in agricultural pursuits; was ever a zealous 
advocate of the cause of education, being one of the few 
members of the board of trustees of Nashville University 
who were prompt and active attendants of its meetings. 

In all the vicissitudes of an extended life, his conduct was 
a correct exponent of the view that the present state of 
existence is but probational,—the mere prelude of another. 

 

 

F. R. RAINS. 

To those familiar with the annals of our State, the name of 
Rains suggests the staunch protector of her capital in its 
earliest infancy. But, aside from any historical association, 
no name is more worthy of praiseful mention than that of F. 
R. Rains, for in his character we find many of the crown 
jewels necessary to every successful life. 

A man of rare judgment, of irrepressible energy, he has” 
hewed to the line" of an unshaken purpose, and takes his 
rightful place now among those worthy to adorn the pages of 
our country's history. 

Newton, when the world was bending before him in 
amazed acknowledgment of his wonderful discoveries, 
said,” If I am anything, which I much doubt, I made myself 
such by bard work." So all the world over, in every age, in 
all science and art and literature, it is not so much what the 
world calls genius, but energy, which makes a man rise 
above the common level. More and more, as we take a 
nearer view of the life before us, we find that success is 
owing to the energy of the man, that ingredient in the human 
composition without which life remains an unfulfilled 
promise. 

But before going farther with this personal history we turn 
back a century to where the name of Rains first appears in 
connection with that of Tennessee. 

In June, 1769, a party from North Carolina and Virginia 
was formed for the purpose of hunting over the western part 
of this State. In this company was John Rains, of Virginia, 

grandfather of the subject of this sketch. Westward they 
traveled, reaching Cumberland River at that point which was 
afterwards the crossing-place leading to Kentucky. They 
continued their course until they came to a place since called 
Price's Meadow, in Wayne County. This, being in an open 
country and near a fine spring, seemed a desirable place for 
a camp, and they concluded to return here at the end of 
every five weeks and deposit their game and skins. They 
separated, taking different courses, all, however, tending to 
the southwest. The hunt was continued eight or nine months, 
over trackless miles of luxuriant grasses, with no signs of 
human existence except an occasional attack from the 
skulking red man. 

In October, 1779, Mr. John Rains left New River, 
Virginia, for Kentucky, where he intended settling, but 
before going very far he met Capt. James Robertson, who 
persuaded him to go to Cumberland with him. Others in 
small parties, some of them the hunters of 1769, were 
moving to the same place. In January, 1780, they came 
opposite the bluff where Nashville now stands. The winter 
of 1779-80 is alluded to as the cold whiter. Snow had fallen, 
and the Cumberland was frozen over for many weeks. Mr. 
Rains, with his family and all his stock, crossed the river on 
the ice, leaving the remainder of the party on the opposite 
shore. His children never forgot this occasion, but delighted, 
in after-years, the ears of his children and children's children 
with the wonderful story of having been drawn across the 
river on bears' skins used as sleds. Some of the emigrants 
settled on the north side of the river, but the greater number 
came over to the Nashville side and built block-houses and 
stockades. Mr. Rains on the same day of his crossing settled 
the lands known as Deadericks' Plantations. Here he 
remained three months, when, a hunter being killed by the 
Indians, be removed to the Bluff for greater safety, living 
there four years before making his permanent home on his 
lands. Many were the depredations of the Indians, who 
sought every opportunity to prove to the whites their 
undying hostility, frequently waylaying and killing them in 
their fields. Mr. Rains' daughter Patsey , riding on 
horseback, with Miss Betsey Williams behind, was fired 
upon by the Indians; the latter was killed, while the former 
escaped only by desperate riding. Some time later, when the 
number of the little party had been greatly increased by the 
arrival of other settlers and a company of troops sent for 
their protection, Col. Robertson was enabled to send out a 
patrol, whose duty it was to examine the woods and the 
crossings of rivers for the trails of savages lurking in the 
neighborhood. At this time canes and weeds grew so thickly 
that anything passing through left a trail which a practiced 
eye easily detected and followed. One of the men forming 
this patrol was Capt. John Rains,” selected by Col. 
Robertson," says a contemporary,” because of the entire 
confidence he had learned to place in his diligence and 
prowess” Subsequently,” Capt. Rains raised a force of sixty 
men, marched southwardly, crossing Duck River and Swan 
Creek, and, turning southeast, came upon an Indian trail 
freshly made. Following it for some distance, he overtook 
and attacked a party of free grown savages and one boy, all 
of whom were killed except the boy, who was captured, and 
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to whom was given the name of. John Rains, by which he 
was ever afterwards called." 

Capt. Rains became noted for his vigilance and courage, 
and for his skill in detecting and following the trails of the 
savages, and was given entire command of the troops. 

These were turbulent times,—” times which tried men's 
souls,"—destined, however, to be of short duration, and 
followed by peace and plenty and prosperity. 

John Rains, Jr., about this time purchased a section of land 
eight miles south of Nashville, and lived the quiet life of the 
farmer. Had necessity arisen, he doubtless would have 
manifested all the courage, daring, and high soldierly 
qualities which characterized his father; but he lived in 
peaceful times, and his efforts were directed into other 
channels, and with his fixedness of purpose and decisive 
energy he became a most successful farmer, achieving 
victories in other fields, believing and demonstrating that” 
Peace hath her victories no less renowned than those of 
war." 

Felix Robertson Rains, subject of this memoir, was the 
sixth of thirteen children, and was born March 11, 1810, in 
the Eighth Civil District of Davidson County. Educational 
advantages in those days were limited to the winter school 
of a few months in each year, but these few months' training 
he improved to the best advantage. He had time only for the 
simplest branches. A fifteen days' course in arithmetic was 
followed by an examination which would do credit in these 
days to a long acquaintance with mathematics. Because of 
these disadvantages he was not fitted for a professional 
career, but his after-life, so crowded with business cares, 
shows that he must have improved the opportunities he did 
have, and stored away a good deal in a very short time. 
Having never studied it, grammar, technically speaking, 
remained to him an unexplored mystery; but a wide-awake 
mind and a keen appreciation of” the eternal fitness of 
things" have gained for him much which comes to others 
only by laborious study. He looked not into the geography 
long enough to get the exact location of all the cities and the 
courses of all the rivers fixed in his mind, but all his life he 
has known the social, political, and financial route he was 
taking and where it would lead, and into his avocation he 
has brought those elements of manly character which 
dignify and exalt whatsoever path in life man may choose. 
Living 

"Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife, His sober 
wishes never learned to stray; Along the cool, sequestered 
vale of life 

He kept the even tenor of his way." 
He remained with his father until he was twenty-one years 

of age. Having early developed a capacity for business, he 
was honored with many positions of trust by his appreciative 
fellow-citizens. 

In looking over his long, active life of willingly-accepted 
responsibilities, we feel that much of the grandfather's 
dauntless energy has descended to the third generation. 
Energy is the corner-stone of this character before us, the 
secret of this successful life,—well-directed, steady, 
persevering energy. 

Felix Robertson Rains, for more than five years, was 
sheriff of his county, was for a long time director of the 
Bank of Tennessee and a prominent member of the 
agricultural association, and was awarded a one-hundred-
dollar pitcher by the State bureau for meritorious services in 
the cause of agriculture. 

Two attacks of paralysis have sadly impaired his once 
vigorous frame. For fifteen years he has been a constant 
sufferer, but no weight of affliction has disturbed the steady 
balance of his mind. Day after day he is seen driving 
anywhere, everywhere, over his well-ordered place, 
directing and planning each day's undertakings. Although 
the physical man has been so feeble, yet every branch of his 
large business has been under his direct supervision. He is a 
living illustration of what can be accomplished by an 
unswerving determination, despite the inroads of disease. 

About a mile from Nashville, upon a beautiful eminence, 
his house stands, almost in sight of the location of Rains' 
Station. Death has often broken into his household band, and 
one son has gone out from under the paternal roof to make a 
home for a wife and children of his own. We leave the 
subject of our sketch here. A glance over his well-kept place 
shows the agreement of it with the character of the man 
whose motto is heaven's first law,—order. Nor are his labors 
confined to his own home, for many, elsewhere, rise up and 
call him blessed for his ready assistance in time of need. In 
the companionship of his wife, daughter, and son he is 
spending the remaining years of a long and useful life, and 
in the faithful ministrations of his family he finds the 
crowning comfort of his declining years. 

There is an inspiration to others in the history of every 
self-made man; so we gather up these fragments from the 
life of F. R. Rains and lay them with honored record among 
the names of those worthy to occupy a place in our country's 
history. With this near view of his character, its upright 
principles, its thorough honesty, its inflexible justice, and its 
untarnished moral purity, we say,” Who does the best his 
circumstances allow does well,—acts nobly; none others can 
do more." 

HIRAM VAUGHN 

Hiram Vaughn is the representative of one of the im-
portant pioneer families of Davidson County. His father, 
David Vaughn, came from North Carolina when a young 
man and settled on a small farm, where Michael Vaughn 
now lives. Here Hiram was born Nov. 27, 1827. David 
Vaughn was a man of energy and perseverance; from this 
small beginning he added other lands, until his farm 
embraced some two thousand acres of choice land under a 
good state of cultivation. He died in 1836, at sixty-four years 
of age, leaving a widow and six children,—four sons and 
two daughters,—the eldest of' whom was only thirteen years 
of age. The responsibility of the family and the management 
of the large farm fell upon the mother, who proved to be 
equal to the occasion, conducting her business affairs 
successfully, and bringing up the children with the strictest 
care and giving them all a liberal education. She was the 
daughter of Joshua Thomas, a farmer of Davidson County, 
who was killed at the battle of” Nickajack."  
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Hiram Vaughn was educated at the Nashville University, 
where he graduated in 1847. He chose the vocation of 
agriculture; settled upon a portion of the old farm, where be 
has since resided. 

Mr. Vaughn has also been interested in the growth and 
prosperity of Nashville, and a successful operator in real 
estate and stocks in that city. Politically, Mr. Vaughn was 
formerly a Whig, but not a politician. He was a member of 
the Tennessee Legislature in 1871. Has been twice married; 
his first wife was Catherine A. Hobbs; she died April 14, 
1853. He was again married, May 13, 1858, to Martha Ann 
Johnson, daughter of James Johnson. They have five 
children,—four sons and one daughter. 

DR. JAMES DACE PLUNKET 

Dr. James Dace Plunket is of Irish parentage, and is 
descended on the paternal side from an ancestry many of 
whom have been distinguished in the service of State or 
Church. Among the former may be mentioned Lord Plunket, 
who was queen's counsel in the famous trial of Robert 
Emmett in 1803, and among the latter might be enumerated 
many who have been priests and bishops in the Catholic 
Church in Ireland. His maternal ancestors were Scotch-Irish, 
from the North of Ireland, and were chiefly Protestants, 
being Covenanters, Seceders, or, in modern parlance, 
Presbyterians, many of them eminent divines in that church, 
to the memory of one of whom was erected and endowed by 
his mother the Magee College, located at Derry, Ireland. 

Rev. Thomas Smyth, D.D., an uncle of Dr. Plunket, and 
graduate of Princeton University, was for a period of forty 
years pastor of Second Presbyterian Church, Charleston, S. 
C., and was a prolific author both of religious and scientific 
literature. He was noted for erudition and eloquence. They 
were a hardy, ingenuous, intelligent people, characterized by 
great energy and will-power, frank and bold in their 
expression, and strongly religious. 

Dr. J. D. Plunket was born in Franklin, Williamson Co., 
Tenn., Aug. 20, 1839. He was the fourth child of a family of 
ten—four girls and six boys—which was given to James 
Plunket and Anna Smyth, the former from Edgeworth, 
County of Longford, and the latter from Belfast, Ireland. 
They came to the United States, she in early childhood, arid 
he when a young man, and met in Paterson, N. J., where 
they were afterwards married. 

James Plunket was for many years an extensive 
manufacturer of cotton-mill machinery in Paterson, but 
during the great financial crash of 1832 his large fortune was 
utterly wrecked. His courage and determination were equal 
to the emergency, however, and he resolved to” go West” 
and begin life anew, and accordingly moved to Dayton, 
Ohio, where he resided four years. His naturally rare 
qualifications, coupled with a splendid education, be being a 
graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, made him much sought 
after as a wise and safe counselor, and he was consulted far 
and near on difficult questions of scientific mechanics. 
Having received a liberal offer to take charge of the large 
cotton-mill and mercantile establishment located at Franklin, 
Tenn., he accepted, and at once moved his family to that 

place. But a short time elapsed until he became the leading 
proprietor of that then mammoth concern. 

In a few months after the arrival of the family at this 
place, James Dace, the subject of this sketch, was born. 
Notwithstanding his physique was frail and enfeebled by 
successive attacks of illness, he early gave evidence of 
possessing a bright, quick mind, and made rapid progress in 
his studies. His literary education was conducted under the 
direction of private tutors, supplemented by a collegiate 
course. In order to obtain an insight into the laws of trade, 
and to receive proper drilling in those two cardinal virtues, 
system and promptness, and which can only be acquired by 
a course of practical business training, lie entered, at the age 
of fifteen, the wholesale mercantile establishment of Morgan 
& Co., of Nashville, where he remained three years, and 
then accepted a very liberal offer from Messrs. De Annan & 
Co, of New Orleans, commission merchants. He remained 
with them a year, and then, abandoning commercial pursuits, 
he began the study of his chosen profession, medicine. In the 
fall of 1859 we find him a medical student in the office of 
Dr. George A. J. Mayfield, Nashville, Tenn. Twelve months 
afterwards be became the private pupil of Dr. Joseph Leidy, 
professor of anatomy in the University of Pennsylvania, in 
which institution lie attended medical lectures, and from 
which lie graduated with distinction, receiving the degree of 
M.D. in the spring of 1863. During his two years and a half 
stay in Philadelphia he spent his summer seasons as an 
interne in the large and famous hospitals of that city, and 
was thus afforded abundant opportunity of applying those 
principles which he had been taught from the lecturer's desk. 

The war between the States had now become a serious 
affair,* and it was apparent to all that the struggle would be 
prolonged until one or the other side should become 
exhausted. 

Dr. Plunket resolved to at once offer his services to the 
Confederacy,—the land of his birth and the home of his 
nearest living relatives. When he arrived at Nashville an 
order had been issued by the provost-marshal of the United 
States army to the citizens of Nashville requiring them to 
take the oath of allegiance to the United States government 
or to register at his office to be sent South. Dr. Plunket 
immediately registered to be sent South, and a few days 
afterwards he was one of a little company under Federal 
escort wending their way into” Dixie." On arriving within 
Confederate lines, he, upon the official invitation of Surg. 
Gen. Moore, Confederate States army, appeared before a 
board of medical examiners at Charleston, S. C. With what 
credit he passed this examination may be seen from the 
following extract taken from an official notice sent him by 
this board the following day at his hotel:” Your examination 
was unexceptionably good, and it is with much regret that 
the board finds the existing law such as to forbid them the 
pleasure of unanimously recommending one so proficient to 
the department at Richmond for commission as full surgeon 
in Confederate States army." He was ordered to the 
Department of East Tennessee, and was assigned to duty as 
assistant surgeon in the” Frank A. Ramsey Hospital,” at 
                                                 
* As the theory under which the ninety-day soldiers had been enlisted was 
abandoned. 
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Knoxville; here he remained until the evacuation of East 
Tennessee, when he was ordered to Cassville, Ga., where the 
above-named hospital was re-established. Eight months 
afterwards Cassville was evacuated in that wonderful retreat 
of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston from Dalton to Atlanta, when 
Dr. Plunket petitioned to be ordered into the field, and was 
assigned to duty with the Fortieth Georgia Regiment of 
Infantry, Gen. Stovall's Brigade, but was shortly afterwards 
transferred to the Fifty-second Regiment, same brigade, with 
which he continued to the close of' the war, except during 
the time that he was twice a prisoner of war, being left with 
the wounded on the field after the battle of New Hope 
Church, and again at Columbia, Tenn., after the battles 
around Nashville and Franklin. 

After the surrender he returned to Nashville, where he 
arrived in May, 1865, and at once opened an office and 
began the practice of medicine. 

Having a marked fondness for sanitary science in its 
broadest significance, and finding Nashville in an 
extraordinarily bad sanitary condition, in consequence of the 
disbanding of the Federal army, which had been in and 
around Nashville for the three past years, he soon began to 
agitate the formation of a local board of health, which took 
definite shape on June 4, 1866, in the organization of the 
Nashville Board of Health, composed of ten of the leading 
physicians of the city as volunteers. 

Dr. Plunket was chosen secretary and executive officer of 
the board. Notwithstanding it was near the end of July 
following before the City Council by proper enactment gave 
the board even legal existence,—denying it means, and 
clothing it with very limited powers,—yet during the 
disastrous epidemic of cholera that swept the city six weeks 
later it was enabled to do much good by mitigating the 
effects of unsanitary localities, and by allaying panic 
through wise and timely official counsel. This organization 
continued until the spring of 1869, when the city 
government was placed by the courts in the hands of a 
receiver on account of its having become a means of 
oppression and robbery to its citizens through the noted 
“Alden Ring." 

As the theory under which the ninety-day soldiers had 
been enlisted was abandoned. 

Upon the eve of the epidemic of 1873, by appointment of his 
honor the mayor, there was organized a” Sanitary 
Commission," composed of seven of the leading medical 
practitioners of Nashville. The services of Dr. Plunket were 
again called into requisition, and he was made president of the 
commission, and by a vigorous and thorough disinfection of the 
city it is believed the stay of the pestilence was shortened and 
the number of its victims much reduced. In May, 1874, the 
Board of Health was reorganized, and of the four physicians 
elected by City Council to compose the board Dr. Plunket was 
one, and upon its organization was chosen its president. In June, 
1876, he was unanimously elected health officer, but declined 
to accept the office, because of the pay being too small to 
justify him in giving up his practice. He continued, however, an 
active member of the board to June, 1879, when he retired, 
declining re-election on the grounds of the office being a non-
paying one, and requiring sacrifices at his hands which he 
regretted he was unable to continue. 

The importance of a State Board of Health he had for 
many years urged, and, at his suggestion, at the meeting of' 
the State Medical Association in 1874, a committee was 
appointed to petition the Legislature to establish such an 
organization. At first all efforts were unsuccessful, and it 
was not until March, 1877, wile., through the almost 
unaided efforts of Dr. Plunkett, a bill was finally passed by 
the Legislature establishing” The State Board of Health of 
the State of Tennessee,” authorizing the Governor to appoint 
a board consisting of” five physicians of skill and 
experience, regular graduates of medicine, who have been 
engaged in practice not less than ten years." Immediately 
upon the approval of the bill by the Governor, he notified 
Dr. Plunket of his appointment as a member of the board, 
and asked him to” name four other physicians through the 
State who would be worthy to receive and capable of 
discharging so high a trust, and he would commission 
them." With this request he complied; and, upon 
organization, Dr. Plunket was unanimously elected president 
for the ensuing twelve months, and was re-elected for the 
four successive terms following. Immediately after the last 
election (May, 1880) he resigned the office on account of 
the state of his health, and the steadily increasing duties of 
the office interfering with his professional duties to such an 
extent as to render it necessary that he should do so. 

The trying and demoralizing scenes incident to the yellow 
fever epidemic which occurred at Memphis in 1879 brought 
him, as president of the State Board of Health, prominently 
before not only the people of Tennessee, but of the entire 
Union, as the difficult and hitherto—in this country at 
least—untried experiment of quarantining a great inland city 
was assigned him. This, however, only served as an 
opportunity for him to display the remarkable executive, 
administrative, and scientific abilities he possessed, coupled 
with that courage and unwavering determination which only 
belongs to one who, knowing his duty, dares to perform it. It 
was natural that in the enforcement of the rigid rules it was 
found necessary to prescribe he should be met with 
opposition and protest from some of those whose pecuniary 
and trade interests were, for the time being, embarrassed. 
This opposition in some instances found expression in the 
most vehement manner. Dr. Plunket was caricatured in 
every conceivable manner. Cartoons cleverly executed were 
displayed in shop-windows and in many public places; he 
was even hung and burned in effigy in the streets of 
Memphis. The press of the city, while not countenancing 
such extremes as this, after a time joined in the howl, and 
that, too, in terms that must subsequently have appeared 
absurd and puerile even to the writers themselves. As the 
epidemic, with all its attendant horrors and excitements, 
passed away, and the great good effected by the rigid 
quarantine in confining the pestilence almost within the city 
limits became apparent, public opinion, with remarkable 
unanimity, indorsed the action of Dr. Plunket in daring to 
perform, in the face of such pronounced opposition, this 
unpleasant duty. 

Through the efforts of Dr. Plunket there was held at 
Memphis, on June 30, 1879, a conference of representatives 
from the various Boards of Health in the Mississippi Valley. 
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Eighteen different States were represented, and the 
convention was resolved into The Sanitary Council of the 
Mississippi Valley," with Dr. Plunket as its president. The 
great wisdom and advantage of this union of effort was 
realized and fully appreciated during the epidemic of yellow 
fever which shortly after developed at Memphis. 

Dr. Plunket is a member of the "American Public Health 
Association,” and has twice been elected a member of the 
executive committee of that body. He is a member of the 
"American Association for the Advancement of Science,” 
and in 1878 was made chairman of the committee on 
meteorology. He is a member of the “American Medical 
Association," is a member of the” Medical Society of the 
State of Tennessee,” and from 1865 to 1875 was its 
permanent secretary, and for the sixteen years ending April, 
1881, he has continuously served as treasurer. He is a 
member of the” Davidson County Medical Society,” and in 
1868 was elected to the chair of surgical anatomy in the 
Medical Department of Cumberland University. In 1870 he 
was elected alderman from the Third Ward of Nashville, and 
was chosen president of the City Council. After serving 
several months in this relation he resigned. He is the author 
of several papers—" Disinfection of Sewers by Ozone," 
“Cotton as a Fomite"—and a number of articles scattered 
through medical journals and the secular press. 

On Nov. 19, 1872, he was united in marriage to Eliza 
Jane, youngest daughter of John Brevette Swope and 
Frances Hunton, of Boyle County, Ky. There were born to 
them a daughter and a son, both of whom, however, died in 
infancy. 

 

JOHN ROBERTSON WILSON, M D 

John Robertson Wilson, M.D, was born in South Carolina, 
on the 4th of April, 1799, and moved, when quite young, 
with his parents to Rutherford Co., Tenn. He was the second 
of a large family of children, and, his parents being in very 
moderate circumstances, he early learned the important 
lesson of self-dependence. His early education was obtained 
principally in a neighboring school. With an untiring energy 
and perseverance, which he possessed to the fullest degree, 
he mastered the classics and other branches of education 
preparatory to attending medical lectures, teaching school 
during the day and reading and studying until late at night, 
frequently by torchlight. 

His medical education was under the supervision of Dr. 
Wilson Yandell, of Rutherford Co., Tenn. He attended two 
courses of lectures at Transylvania University, of Lexington, 
Ky., and graduated there in March, 1825, among the first in 
his class. While there he was the private pupil of Drs. 
Dudley and Drake, for whom lie afterwards entertained the 
highest reverence and esteem. He commenced practicing 
medicine in McMinnville, Warren Co., Tenn., and 
afterwards moved to Murfreesboro', Tenn., near which place 
he was married to Miss Eliza P. Black, daughter of Samuel 
P.  and Fanny Black. After living in Rutherford County for 
several years he moved to the vicinity of Nashville, where 
he finally settled, and where lie gained a very extensive and 
successful practice, doing a work which none but the most 

energetic and determined of natures could have 
accomplished, acquiring a host of friends among his patients 
and a competence for himself and family. 

He was very successful in his practice and singularly 
correct in his diagnosis of cases. He performed some very 
difficult operations, among the most difficult of which was 
one for” intussusception of the bowel," performed on the 
person of a Negro man in Rutherford County,—an operation 
at that time unknown in surgery. The patient recovered and 
lived to an old age. The notes of the operation having been 
lost, a more extended notice could not be given. He retired 
from the practice of medicine about the year 1845 or 1846, 
and turned his attention to cotton-planting in Yazoo Co., 
Miss., and to improving his property in and about Nashville. 
lie died, Aug. 4, 1855, at his residence (Cottage Home), five 
and a half miles from Nashville, on the Murfreesboro' pike, 
aged fifty six years. 

His wife, Mrs. Eliza P. Wilson, died at the same place 
January, 1864. Their children were W. L. Wilson, who 
resides in Nashville; Thomas B. Wilson, near Saundersville, 
Sumner Co.; Mrs. Fanny W. Harris and Lucy W. Harris, 
near Nashville. 

 

HIRAM V. HOOPER 

Hiram V. Hooper was born near Green Hill, Nelson Co., 
Tenn., Nov. 20, 1834. His father was John J. Hooper, who 
removed from Virginia to Tennessee a short time before the 
birth of his son Hiram. His father was a Virginian, and a 
soldier of the Revolution. His name was Samuel Hooper. 

Hiram Hooper's mother was Mildred R. Watlington, also 
of an old Virginia family of excellent social position. His 
father was a man of more than ordinary education and force 
of character. He gave Hiram not only all the opportunities 
for education afforded by the district schools, but 
subsequently placed him under the tuition of Gen. James E. 
Raines, at Milwood Institute. At a later day he entered 
Bethel College, at Russelville, Ky., where a scientific course 
of study was begun under Prof. Charles D. Laurence, and 
continued for some time, but not completed on account of 
the death of his father. This event made it best for the son to 
assume the charge of his father's farm, which he had under 
his sole care for the following year. 

Young Hooper had traveled extensively through 
Tennessee and neighboring States during school vacations in 
his father's interest. His father was connected with the 
leading Whig paper of the State,—viz., The Republican. He 
was a zealous politician, a man extensively known, and 
popular. He was known as the” Whig Missionary." His 
correspondence with his paper was spicy and very readable. 
He sent his son out to collect for The Republican, and he 
was kindly received everywhere by his father's friends, and 
for a young man had thus made a wide circle of 
acquaintances, which afterwards became valuable to him 
when he had removed to Nashville and engaged as a 
salesman in a wholesale boot and shoe business. 

After a year or two of traveling he embarked in the same 
line of business on his own account, but the civil war broke 
up his business; and though educated a Whig, and 
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theoretically opposed to secession, he was carried by 
sympathy with his State into the Confederate Service. He 
was attached to John H. Morgan's cavalry, afterwards to 
Gen. Wheeler's command. In October, 1863, he was 
captured near Lebanon, removed to the prison at Camp 
Morton, near Indianapolis, and detained there until near the 
close of hostilities, when he was paroled at Columbus, 
Miss., and returned to Nashville. 

Gathering up the fragments of his former property, he 
became one of the newly-formed firm of Hollins, Wright & 
Co., in his old line of business. Between 1866 and 1876 the 
firm was three times changed as to some of its partners, but 
every change found Mr. Hooper the successor to the books 
and business of his predecessors, though his associates 
changed. During these ten years the business grew in extent; 
it was conducted with sagacity and profit, and when, in 
January, 1876, the present firm of Halls, Hooper & Mitchell 
was formed, it held a very prominent position in the trade, 
and continues so to do. 

The war effected almost the total destruction of the 
jobbing trade of Nashville. Only by strenuous and united 
efforts has the tendency to seek larger markets been 
overcome by demonstrating to the trade that they could be as 
well served here as farther north. Large stocks have been 
kept in all staple branches of trade; the merchants have co-
operated with each other generally, and when one could not 
supply the wants of a buyer he has freely and cheerfully 
taken the buyer to a neighbor, being desirous to have the 
buyer suited at Nashville if possible. One result arising from 
this determined effort to make Nashville equal to any 
competing market has been to repress the small jealousies 
and rivalries among different houses. New firms have been 
welcomed, for the larger the stocks kept the more securely 
was the trade held here. Nowhere is there a more fraternal 
spirit among merchants exhibited than in the city of 
Nashville. 

Mr. Hooper married Miss Sally Long, daughter of Nimrod 
Long, Esq., of Russelville, Ky., Nov. 18, 1869. Her death 
occurred May 29, 1877, since which time he has remained a 
widower. No children were born to them. 

Mr. Hooper has never taken active part in politics, though 
entertaining decided political convictions, his entire 
attention being devoted to the care of his extensive and 
growing business. 

JAMES A. HARWOOD 

James A. Harwood, son of William M.  and Sarah  
(Grizzard) Harwood, was born on the Big Harped' River, 
Davidson Co., Tenn., Jan. 11, 1811. His father was a native 
of Virginia, and settled in Tennessee in the year 1794. He 
married Sarah Grizzard in 1804. She was a native of North 
Carolina. 

James A. Harwood was reared on the farm. His 
advantages for education were very limited. On the 22d of 
July, 1834, he married Verlinda C. Beazley, from Virginia, 
and immediately removed to Gibson Co., Tenn., where he 
purchased a small farm and built a log cabin. As years 
passed his farm increased in size, until he owned some six 
hundred acres. In 1847 he entered the mercantile business, 

which he. carried on in connection with his farm until 1865, 
when he went to Memphis, and was there engaged for two 
years in the cotton trade, when he returned to Davidson 
County and settled in District Five, on what is known as 
Mount Airy Fruit-farm, since which time he has given much 
attention to the cultivation of various kinds of fruits. Mr. 
Harwood has seven living sons by his first marriage, and 
one son by his second. 

Mrs. Verlinda C.  (Beazley) Harwood was born Nov. 8, 
1815, and died Sept. 15, 1857. Mr. Harwood married Lydia 
It. Everett, Feb. 22, 1858. She was born May 27, 1825, and 
is the daughter of Thomas H.  and Elizabeth Everett, and 
granddaughter of John Buchanan, one of the pioneers of 
Davidson County. 

Mr. Harwood is a progressive farmer and fruit-grower of 
Davidson County. A man of unsullied character and true to 
all the duties of a good citizen, he has held various offices to 
the satisfaction of his constituents. 

BURRIL G. WOOD 

Burril G. Wood was born in Harrison Co., Ky., Jan. 2, 
1830. He was the son of William F. Wood and Rebecca  
(Hill) Wood. 

He had common-school advantages, and attended the 
Georgetown College at intervals till he was fifteen years of 
age. At this time his father removed to Lexington, Ky. At 
eighteen years of age he joined the Third Kentucky 
Volunteers in the Mexican war, Miles B. Thompson colonel, 
and John C. Breckenridge major, of his regiment. He was in 
the City of Mexico when peace was made. Returning from 
the war, he next apprenticed himself to the trade of boiler-
making at Pittsburgh, Pa., where he worked at the Fort Pitt 
Works. 

In 1851 he came to Nashville as a journeyman. In 1859 he 
began business for himself in his present location. The 
establishment (Wood & Simpson) is the oldest in the city of 
its kind, at present employing twenty to twenty-five men. 
Mr. Wood was not interrupted by the war, but kept his 
business moving, while many were less fortunate. 

He has not been ambitious for office, though he has been 
called to represent his ward in City Councils. 

He has been identified with every exposition held in 
Nashville, including the Centennial Exposition. Of three out 
of four of them he has held the position of chairman of the 
committee on machinery and power. This indicates the 
regard in which he has been held in his department of 
business. 

In politics he was an old-line Whig before the war, but 
since that event has been in sympathy with the Democratic 
Party. 

Mr. Wood married Sarah A. Allen, of Nashville, in 1863, 
by whom he has two children living. 

PATRICK BYRNE 

Patrick Byrne was born in Kingstown, near Dublin, 
Ireland, on the 28th of February, 1840. Kingstown is a sea 
port, and young Byrne from early boyhood had a strong love 
of sea-life. 
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He was educated in the common branches at home, chose 
the trade of a carpenter, and showed such skill and 
proficiency in it that at eighteen years of' age be was made 
foreman in the first steam carpenter-shop in Dublin. 

He entered the evening classes in Dublin University, 
taking instruction in higher mathematics, engineering, 
mechanical and architectural drawing. 

Shortly after reaching the position of foreman of the 
above-named establishment the owner retired, and Mr. 
Byrne was thrown out of employment. He visited London, 
and after passing a competitive examination secured the 
position of assistant draughtsman at Chatham navy-yard. 
Here he improved his opportunity for further education, and 
studied navigation. In about a year he was promoted to the 
position of assistant sailing-master in the British navy, and 
appointed to the Brazilian squadron, where he spent about 
one year. 

On the breaking out of the civil war, being in sympathy 
with the South, he resigned his position in the navy to join 
the Southern navy and to secure his end he shipped on a 
blockade-runner from Liverpool for Charleston, S. C. 

There was no navy organized on his arrival, so he 
remained in the blockade service. He was in this service 
three years and nine months, acting as second officer till his 
capture at Wilmington, N. C. He was removed to New York 
until paroled in February, 1365. His experience during this 
service was full of' adventure and excitement. 

When paroled he returned to England to adjust his 
business affairs in connection with the blockade-running, 
returning on its completion to New York and entering the 
mercantile service, making voyages to the Pacific, to 
Europe, Gulf of Mexico, and Europe again. This seafaring-
life on merchantmen covered some three and a half years 
and brings us down to 186S, when lie visited a brother in 
Cincinnati and resumed his old business as a carpenter and 
builder. Mr. Byrne came to Nashville, Jan. 1, 1869, as 
foreman for H. J. Saxton, Esq. 

In 1870 he commenced business for himself, under the 
firm-name of McDonald & Byrne, as carpenters and builders 
and manufacturers of warehouse elevators, being the first to 
make elevators a specialty in Nashville. 

In 1871, Byrne's patent elevator was first built, since 
which time other valuable improvements have been 
patented, and in this section of country and especially south 
of Nashville these elevators have been largely introduced. 
This success has not been so much due to location of the 
factory as to their intrinsic merit and simplicity. 

Mr. Byrne was married in 1872 to Miss Mary McGuire, 
daughter of Terrence McGuire, formerly a large railroad 
contractor. 

In politics, Mr. Byrne is in sympathy with the Democratic 
Party, and, while not a professional politician, is an active 
and earnest worker, having been a member of the executive 
committee of the county for several years. 

His interest in military matters has been a permanent one; 
he is an active member and first lieutenant of the Burns 
Tennessee Light Artillery. Mr. Byrne dissolved his business 
partnership in 1879, and now conducts the business of 

elevator manufacturing and building at 90 Line Street, 
Nashville.  

 

A. H. HURLEY, SR. 

A. H. Hurley, Sr., was born in Lincoln Co., Tenn., on the 
24th day of October, 1832. He is of Scotch-Irish descent, but 
both his parents and grandparents were born in North 
Carolina. His father, Amos Hurley, married there in 1814 
Miss Mary Rhodes, and on the day following his marriage 
started for Lincoln Co., Tenn., where he engaged in farming, 
and continued to reside on the same farm to the time of his 
death, which occurred in 1876. 

To this union there were born eight children,—W. R. 
Hurley, who, after attaining manhood, became a physician, 
but is now dead; D. P. Hurley, who for many years was a 
prominent lawyer, but who is now proprietor and principal 
of a female college in Troy, Ala.; E. R. Hurley, who is now 
a farmer residing upon the old homestead; Z. G. Hurley, 
deceased; F. M. Hurley, deceased; A. H. Hurley, subject of 
this sketch; W. P. Hurley, now a produce merchant in 
Nashville; and B. F. Hurley, deceased. 

A. H. Hurley, Sr., received a common-school education in 
the county of his nativity, and when about seventeen years 
of age attended Hiawassa College, East Tennessee. Upon 
leaving college two years later he commenced the study of 
law under the tutelage of his brother, D. P. Hurley, then a 
practicing lawyer in East Tennessee. Having qualified 
himself for the profession, he practiced law there four years 
and then came to Nashville and located, where, on the 14th 
day of October, 1836, he married Miss Narcissa C. Murrell, 
a daughter of James N. Murrell, one of the early pioneers of 
Davidson County. He continued the practice of law in 
Nashville to the year 1860, when, owing to declining health, 
lie abandoned the profession and turned his attention to 
merchandising, first engaging in the grocery business, in 
which lie continued about ten years. He then commenced the 
business in which he still continues, —viz., grain, produce, 
and commission. 

Mr. Hurley has by prompt attention to business, by an 
honest upright course of action, and strict integrity of' 
character, succeeded not only in amassing a competence, 
but, what is of greater value, succeeded in winning the 
confidence and high esteem of those who have come in 
either business or social contact with him. In some respects 
Mr. Hurley is an exceptional man. He has never made use of 
profane language in his life, has never been intoxicated, and 
for many years not even a drop of ardent spirits has passed 
his lips. 

He comes of a devotional and religious family; both his 
paternal grandfather and grandmother were zealous 
members of the Baptist Church. His father was also a 
Baptist, while his mother was an Old School Presbyterian. 
Mr. Hurley, his wife, and only surviving child, a son, are 
members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. He has 
never coveted political or official distinction, yet has from 
principle been a lifelong Democrat; has been a member of 
the board of aldermen in Nashville five years, holding the 
office of president one year.  
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Mr. and Mrs. Hurley have had but two children,—one, a 
daughter, dying in infancy; the other, a son, A. H. Hurley, 
Jr., now a young man in business with his father, and who is 
following in the pathway of piety, sobriety, and honesty so 
plainly marked out and so faithfully trod by his father. 

 

 

DR. S. J. COBB 

S. J. Cobb was born in Wayne Co., N. C., Aug. 14, 1829. 
He was left an orphan at an early age, without means or 
education. At the age of fifteen he left home and started in 
the struggle of life. He at once determined to obtain an 
education, and up to his eighteenth year, at intervals, when 
his means rendered it possible, he attended school. When he 
was eighteen years of age the Mexican war broke out, and 
he volunteered as a soldier from his native State. After his 
return from Mexico he went to college, where he remained 
until 1849, at which time he removed to Tulip, Dallas Co., 
Ark., where he engaged in the mercantile business. While 
there he devoted all his spare time to the study of dentistry. 
In 1852 he removed with his preceptor to Kentucky, and 
after three years more of study and practice became 
connected with him as a full partner. During their 
partnership he practiced in Logan Co., Ky., as well as 
Robertson and Sumner Cos., Tenn. At the expiration of this 
partnership Dr. Cobb located in Gallatin, Tenn., where he 
practiced his profession with success until 1861, at which 
time he moved to Nashville. Soon after his removal to 
Nashville he went to Louisville, Ky., arid practiced there 
until 1864, when he returned to Nashville, where he has 
continued the practice of his profession ever since. While in 
Louisville, Dr. Cobb assisted in organizing” The Louisville 
Dental Association ”and” The Central States Dental 
Association." Soon after his return to Nashville he 
commenced agitating the subject of a dental association in 
that city, and on the 10th of October, 1865, he and a few 
other dentists organized” The Nashville Dental 
Association," the first dental society ever organized in the 
State of Tennessee. As soon as this society was fairly under 
way he commenced conferring with his brother-dentists as 
to the propriety of organizing a” State Dental Association,” 
and on the 26th of July, 1867, he had the pleasure of 
assisting in organizing” The Tennessee Dental Association,” 
a society that has done a great deal to elevate the standard of 
the profession in the State. As an indication of his good 
work, he was one among the first elected to preside over 
said society. Dr. Cobb has belonged to many dental 
societies, and, believing as he does in the necessity of 
associated effort, he has always been active and zealous in 
forwarding the true objects of such associations. In 1877, 
Dr. Cobb, then the presiding officer of” The Southern Dental 
Association," joined with other leading dentists of the 
United States in an effort to organize an "American Dental 
Congress," based upon State representation. A meeting was 
called at Deer Park, Md. After full discussion, it was agreed 
by the societies represented to organize such a body. 
Committees were appointed to meet at Niagara Falls, and it 

was hoped they would succeed in fairly starting a national 
society. This, however, has not yet been accomplished. A 
committee on organization, of which Dr. Cobb is a member, 
is to meet in New York City on the 11th of August, 1880, at 
which time it is expected to bring to a successful issue this 
very laudable enterprise. In 1869, Dr. Cobb* was elected 
first vice-president of The American Dental Association," 
held at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., and succeeded in having the 
next meeting take place at Nashville, Tenn., the first and 
only meeting of the association ever held in the South. Dr. 
Cobb is a strong advocate of dental education, not only in 
the profession itself, but among the people. He has gone so 
far as to suggest the propriety of putting in school-books 
short dental lessons, inculcating in the youth of the land a 
proper appreciation of their teeth, and giving general rules 
for their preservation. In a paper read by him at a meeting of 
the American Dental Convention at Detroit, Mich., in 1864, 
he elaborated this idea, and received a vote of thanks from 
the convention for his valuable suggestion, and a committee 
was appointed to prepare a dental catechism for use in 
common schools. Dr. Cobb was elected dean of the faculty 
of one of the Nashville dental schools, but, believing as he 
did that it was an error to attempt to build up two schools in 
that city, he declined to become identified with either. 

He has always been honest and strictly conscientious in 
the discharge of his professional duties, and has gained the 
confidence of his patrons and the respect of his fellow-
citizens. His practice is large, and he has amassed a 
comfortable estate. 

He is plain and unassuming, kind and charitable, stands in 
the very front rank of his profession, and is thoroughly 
identified with every effort to elevate the standard of 
professional learning among his brother-dentists, and make 
the profession not only lucrative and honorable to the 
dentist, but useful and beneficial to the people. Few men 
have observed and adhered more faithfully to the Golden 
Rule than he has in all his dealings with his fellow-man. 

 

 

CAPTAIN CALVIN G. CABLER 

Frederick Cabler, paternal grandfather of Capt. Cabler, 
was born in North Carolina, and came to Buchanan's Fort in 
1787. He was in the Revolutionary war, and participated in 
the battle of Guilford Court-House. He had five children, of 
whom John was the father of Captain Cabler. 

John Cabler was born in North Carolina in 1785; coming 
with his parents at the age of two years to the then wild 
Davidson County, he was reared among the privations and 
thrilling scenes of border life, and familiar with the chase 
and Indian warwhoop in boyhood's days. He grew up and 
enjoyed this life. He was married in 1808 or '9 to Christine 
Corbett, daughter of William Corbett, who also came from 
North Carolina to Buchanan's Fort in 1788. She was born in 
Davidson County, April 24, 1793. They had three 
children,—Sarah, born in 1810; Calvin G., born Oct. 22, 
1816; and Martha, born in 1820. Mrs. Cabler is still living in 
Nashville, at the advanced age of eighty-seven years.  
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Captain Calvin G. Cabler was born three miles south of 
Nashville, on the place now owned by Capt. David Hughes. 
He stayed on the farm until his parents moved to Nashville, 
in 1824. He is pre-eminently a type of a self-made man, 
commencing his carver at nine years of age, without 
schooling, by borrowing his small capital of three dollars 
from an uncle, and peddling apples on the street. He did this 
for two years. He then began to haul water in a cart to the 
houses of Nashville. (This method of water-supply preceded 
the water-works system.) He worked at this for nearly two 
years. In 1829 he engaged as cook on a keelboat, following 
this avocation on keel- and flat-boats until 1832, when he 
commenced steamboating in the same capacity. In his 
leisure hours he took lessons from the pilots, and so 
thoroughly learned the river in four years' time as to be able 
to assume the position of pilot himself, which he did in 
1836, on steamer” Tally Ho," running from Nashville to 
Memphis and St. Louis. Up to 1845 he acted as pilot on 
different boats, making trips to New Orleans, St. Louis, and 
other points. 

Captain Cabler engaged as commander as well as pilot 
from 1845 to 1850. He was saving and economical, and 
accumulated sufficient funds to purchase, in 1850, with 
Captain 0. W. Davis, the steamer” Republic," running on the 
Cumberland and Ohio Rivers. Captain Cabler was captain 
and pilot until their purchase of the” Excel," in same year, 
when he assumed command of the" Excel." In six months' 
time he had made more money with this boat than he had in 
the five or six previous years. They continued in partnership, 
purchasing another boat, until 1853, when, selling these 
boats, they bought an interest in the Memphis Packet Line, 
consisting of three splendid steamers,” City of Huntsville,"“ 
John Simpson,” and "J. G. Cline,” and two small lighters. 
Captain Cabler was given command of the” City of 
Huntsville," the finest steamer ever running on the 
Cumberland River. In 1855 he sold out his interest in this 
line, and the next year, with two other persons, built the 
steamer” Commerce," of which he took command, and 
commenced making trips to Cincinnati, St. Louis, and on the 
Upper Cumberland. He ran this boat until 1862, in which 
year he, with the Hughes Brothers, built the” Mattie Cabler," 
placing her, as soon as completed, in the United States 
service, with himself as captain. In the same year, he, in 
company with the Hughes Brothers, bought steamers” 
Beard” and” John A. Fisher." In 1863 the same company 
bought the steamers” Emma," “John H. Baldwin," 
“Piketon,” and” Olla Sullivant." In 1864 they sold several 
boats to the government and bought others. 

In 1864, Captain Cabler had such an extensive 
government business as to necessitate his constant personal 
attention in Nashville, and this occupied his time fully till 
July, 1865, when he sold all his interest in boats, and has 
owned none since. He was in the coal business from 1866 to 
1872. Since that time he bas been engaged in real estate, in 
which he is now largely interested. His financial success has 
been marked, and he is in possession of a handsome 
competency, resulting from his thrift, economy, and 
attention to business. He enjoys the confidence of the 

community in a high degree, and is a staunch personal 
friend. 

Captain Cabler married Sarah Emily Newberne, Aug. 27, 
1843. She was born May 18, 1827, dying Sept. 21, 1878. 
She was of the old family of Newbernes, in North Carolina, 
which gave name to Newberne, in that State. They had 
seven children, two of whom—Bettie W.  (Mrs. C. A. 
Litterer) and Cemmie  —are living. 

Mrs. Litterer has two children,—Wilhelm  and Cemmie C. 
,—aged respectively four and two years. 

JOHN BRADEN 

John Braden was born in New York City, Aug. 18, 1826. 
His father, dying in 1832, left a widow with six children in 
comparative poverty. His mother was a woman of strong 
body, vigorous mind, and a devout Christian. She supported 
the children by such labor as she could perform, not 
forgetting to give them such religious training as her limited 
time and means would allow. Two of these children died in 
infancy; the others are still living, are heads of families, 
occupying respectable positions in society, and all are 
members of some evangelical church. In 1836 the subject of 
this sketch was sent to Philadelphia to enter upon his duties 
as errand-boy in a store, where he remained for nearly a 
year. He returned to New York, and in a few weeks he was 
sent to Peekskill to learn shoemaking, but he was so small 
that the gentleman with whom he was to learn the trade 
secured a place for him in the country on a farm with a good 
Christian family, where he remained over three years, 
working in the summer and going to school two or three 
months in each winter. In the latter part of his stay here he 
was permitted to take books out of the school-district 
library. Hitherto he had cherished no friendly feelings for 
school other than affording an opportunity to meet with 
playmates and enjoy school sports; but while reading the” 
Life of Benedict Arnold," the desire to know something was 
awakened in him, which has largely shaped his subsequent 
life. In the spring of 1840, in company with his stepfather 
and other relatives, he went to Illinois. Here he worked on a 
farm for some time, then went to St. Louis, where he was 
employed in a dairy, and while so employed he went to New 
Orleans and spent about eight months. During his stay here 
he went as cabin-boy on the steamer” New York" to 
Galveston and Matagorda Bay. The Gulf was very rough, 
and he experienced so much of sea-sickness that on the 
return of the vessel to New Orleans he left the position, 
having no desire to renew his acquaintance with a seafaring 
life. In 1845 he returned to Illinois, and spent several months 
at Monticello, working at wagon-making. The next year he 
went to Springfield, Ill., where he engaged in teaching 
school, and also classes in singing. In the spring of 1848 he 
went to Zanesville, Ohio, where, after trying the business of 
a patent-right vender, he engaged again in teaching. During 
the summer of this year, while he was preparing to attend 
another school, his attention was called incidentally to the 
Ohio Wesleyan University, at Delaware, Ohio, which he 
entered in September, and remained until he graduated, in 
1853. The year after graduation he taught in the Xenia 
Female College, at Xenia, Ohio. The early religious 
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instructions of his mother were never forgotten, and in 1846 
he united with the Methodist Episcopal Church near 
Monticello, Ill. At the close of his year of teaching in Xenia, 
in accordance with his own convictions of duty, he was 
licensed to preach, and recommended to the Cincinnati 
Annual Conference, which he entered in September, 1854. 
His first appointment was New Carlisle, the next year 
Jamestown; the third appointment was two years on New 
Burlington charge, then two years on the Raysville circuit. 
At the next Conference, 1860, he was appointed principal of 
the New Carlisle Academy. This position he retained two 
years, doing considerable preaching, and part of the second 
year he was in charge of the circuit. 

In 1862 he was appointed to York Street Church, 
Cincinnati, remaining two years, then to Carr Street, in 
connection with the Ladies' Home Mission, where he 
continued three years. In 1867 the work among the freedmen 
was attracting the attention of the church, and energetic 
efforts were made to establish schools for them, as well as to 
preach the gospel to them. Among the churches that took 
active part in this work was the Methodist Episcopal, which 
had organized the Freedmen's Aid Society, and had schools 
already established in the South. When the call was made 
Mr. Braden offered himself, and was transferred from the 
Cincinnati to the Tennessee Conference, and stationed at 
Clark Chapel, Nashville, and also appointed principal of the 
freedmen's school, which was taken under the local 
supervision of a board of trustees, who had secured from the 
State a charter for the school, under the name of the Central 
Tennessee College. He was elected president of the school. 
At the close of the school year lie resigned his position and 
accepted the principal ship of the city school, which was 
held in the same building,—viz., the” Gun Factory,"—the 
college being removed to its present location on Maple 
Street. At the close of the school year he was re-elected 
president of the college, and at once entered upon his duties. 
He has continued to hold this position to the present time, 
1880. Under his administration the school has steadily 
advanced from a primary school, in which the spelling-book 
and primer where the principal text-books, to the college, 
with its full course of study. This advancement has taken 
years of toil and patient labor, and Mr. Braden has had the 
gratification of seeing some who entered the school as 
students in the lowest classes pass through the entire course, 
and graduate in the classical course with credit to themselves 
and the college. 

The great demand for teachers made it necessary that 
special care should be taken to provide them, and the normal 
department of the college was early organized. This was 
followed by the academic, the preparatory, the theological, 
the collegiate, and, in 1876, the Meharry Medical 
Department, so named from Rev. Samuel Meharry, who, 
with his brothers Hugh, Jesse, and Alexander, contributed 
liberally to establish and bring it into successful operation. 
The law department has been recently organized. The 
Tennessee Conference elected him a delegate to the General 
Conference of 1872, and also 1876. 

In 1873 the Iowa Wesleyan University gave him the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity. From 1870 to 1873 he was  

secretary of the State Teachers' Association, and in this 
position aided in developing the public opinion in favor of a 
more efficient system of free public schools. In addition to 
his duties in the college he was presiding elder on the 
Nashville District from 1872 to 1876, and at the same time 
member of the general committee from the Seventh 
Episcopal District of the Board of Church Extension. As 
president of the college he has maintained his position under 
peculiar difficulties, securing the respect and confidence of 
his associates and the esteem of the thousands of students 
who have been connected with the college. As a preacher he 
is above mediocrity, always practical, having but little taste 
for mere speculation when presenting the practical duty of 
men to obey the gospel and secure its benefits. As a writer 
for the weekly press his articles are always readable. 

In 1856 he married Miss Collier, of Hillsdale, N. Y., a 
cultured lady of sterling Christian character, who has shared 
the vicissitudes of the itinerant's life and the ostracism 
visited on all who engage in elevating the freedmen, with 
cheerfulness, and has made their home a delightful retreat. 
Two of their children died in infancy, leaving the oldest, a 
daughter, who is now engaged with her father in the college 
as teacher of music. 

 

DR. A. P. GRINSTEAD 

Dr. A. P. Grinstead was born in King and Queen Co., Va., 
on the 5th of May, 1815. His parents were of English 
descent, yet his paternal grandfather was a valiant soldier 
under Washington. 

Early in life Thomas Grinstead wedded Frances Skilton, 
and to this couple were born three children,—Elizabeth Ann 
, who married Joseph H. Skilton; Bathurst J. Grinstead, who 
died at fifteen years of age; and A. P. Grinstead, the subject 
of this sketch. The greatest misfortune of his life occurred at 
his birth, for within the same hour that he became a living 
soul his mother's heart was stilled in death. 

A maiden sister of his mother undertook the rearing of the 
little orphan, but within a brief time she, too, was laid away 
in the family burying-ground. He was then received into the 
family of his mother's brother. This uncle, however, did not 
long survive his sisters, yet the orphan babe was retained by 
his aunt until he had reached his eleventh year, when he was 
taken to Essex County to reside with his guardian, James 
Sample. 

Mr. Sample treated his ward as though he were a son, and 
the few hundred dollars left him by his mother were 
judiciously expended for his benefit. 

Young Grinstead early acquired the rudiments of an 
education as well as a desire for general reading. When 
about fourteen years of age, he was placed by his guardian at 
Fredericksburg, with the intention of having him learn the 
jeweler's trade. Owing to ill health, however, he was shortly 
afterwards returned to the farm, where he remained until 
offered a desirable clerkship. Sometimes clerking, 
sometimes at school, young Grinstead passed the time till 
his majority. 

Arriving at age, Mr. Grinstead determined to gratify a 
long-felt desire (common among youth) of seeing more of 
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the world. Accordingly, we find him at twenty-two in charge 
of a rural school in Haywood Co., W. Tenn. While here he 
began the study of medicine in connection with his general 
reading. Within a few years we learn of him at San Antonio, 
Texas, applying himself with diligence and success to the 
study of the Spanish language with the view of becoming a 
commercial interpreter along the Mexican border. 

At twenty-five he began to have a longing for a 
companion, one with whom he could share the pleasures and 
the ills of life,—a counselor, a wife. As if by impulse, he 
returned to Tennessee to supply his heart's deficiency. 
Arriving in Haywood County, the scene of his former 
labors, he was warmly greeted by his old acquaintances. He 
found the community quite ablaze with political excitement 
concerning the election of the chief magistrate of the Union. 
He entered the delegation from his county to Nashville, and 
while there realized his heart's fondest wish, for in January 
following he was joined in wedlock to Sarah S. Shumate, of 
Davidson County. 

Pretty soon after this important step Mr. Grinstead took 
the oath of allegiance to the United States government, 
settled down on a farm a few miles south of Nashville, and 
is now residing within the immediate vicinity of the first 
location. 

Amid many embarrassments Mr. Grinstead persevered in 
the study of medicine, and in 1847 took a regular course of 
lectures at Louisville, Ky. His farm interests in the mean 
while were managed by his wife. In 1853, Mr. Grinstead had 
conferred upon him all the privileges and immunities of the 
medical profession by diploma from the Nashville 
University. 

For nearly thirty years Dr. Grinstead has enjoyed a large 
and successful practice in the thriving community in which 
he resides, and is universally esteemed by his neighbors as 
an efficient physician and a kind, worthy Christian 
gentlemen. 

 

ARIS BROWN 

Aris Brown was born in the county of Kings and Queen's, 
Va., Aug. 6, 1802, and was left an orphan at the age of four 
years. He emigrated to Davidson Co., Tenn., in 1826, and 
engaged in carpentry, which he followed for three years. 
March 1, 1827, he was married to Emily , third daughter of 
David  and Elizabeth  (Powel) Cartwright. David Cartwright 
was the son of Robert Cartwright, one of the early pioneer 
settlers, coming to Davidson County with Robertson and 
settling with his family at what is now Nashville. He 
brought with him fruit-trees of apple and pear, which he set 
out, and which would undoubtedly have thriven had the 
Indians allowed them to remain; but in a spirit of 
wantonness and hostility characteristic of the aborigines 
found in that portion of our country, they pulled them up as 
often as he set them out, until, to save them from being an 
utter loss, he carried them to Kentucky, whither he removed 
with his family shortly after, remaining two years, at the  

expiration of which time he returned to Tennessee, 
bringing with him some of the identical trees he had carried 
to Kentucky with him, setting them out again, this time 

within a few miles of the present city of Nashville, where 
they grew unmolested and bore an abundance of fruit to him 
and his posterity. One of these trees is said to be still 
standing on the Gallatin turnpike, near, or in, the old 
Cartwright burial-ground. 

The children of Aris and Emily Brown were John David , 
deceased; Albert H. , deceased; Edward Fox , deceased; Dr. 
Joseph W. Brown, deceased; Mary E. , the wife of Dr. T. B. 
Raines, of Murray Co., Tenn.; Aris Brown, Jr., Charles F. , 
Martin N. , James K. P. , deceased; Samuel W. , John Davis 
, Archie F. Brown, Emma A. Brown, wife of Squire John S. 
C. Davidson. 

Aris Brown filled the various offices of constable, deputy 
sheriff, and deputy United States marshal, being in public 
life in some capacity for more than a quarter of a century. 
He was director of the Bank of Tennessee, of the Nashville 
and Chattanooga Railroad, and also of the State prison. In 
1834 he removed to the farm in the Twelfth District which 
was his home until his death, Dec. 4, 1877, and where his 
family still reside. 

Mr. Brown was a gentleman of remarkable energy, 
temperate in his habits. During the latter part of his life he 
was active in the interests of the church of which he was a 
consistent member,—the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South,—and contributed liberally to its support. The 
ministers of God always found a hearty welcome and cordial 
hospitality at his home. In politics he was always a 
Democrat of the Jeffersonian school, and took an active 
interest in the politics of the country, both State and 
National. 

 

 

WILLIAM A. HAMILTON 

William A. Hamilton, son of Andrew  and Sarah A. 
Hamilton, was born April 27, 1851, in Nashville, Tenn. His 
father was a merchant, cotton and commission broker, and 
steamboat proprietor combined for more than thirty years in 
the city of Nashville. 

Of course his father's position and wealth secured to 
William all the advantages of an educational kind to be had. 
His first school-days were spent in Nashville at the public 
schools; .at the age of nine his parents removed to the 
country, and he was sent to Professor E. L. Crocker's school 
at White's Creek Springs, where he remained about six 
years, going from there to Bethel College, Russelville, Ky., 
where he remained four years, but from which institution he 
was prevented graduating by a severe attack of typhoid 
fever. In the fall of 1875 he entered the Medical Department 
of Vanderbilt University, graduating with the degree of 
M.D. three years later, and at once began the practice of his 
profession in District Twenty-three, of Davidson County. 

May 13, 1872, he was married to Mary F. , youngest 
daughter of Isaac  and Sarah , of Nashville, formerly of 
Cheatham County. Their children are Thomas A.  
(deceased), Musette Jane , William Andrew , Jr., and John. 
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T. H. JONES 

The subject of this sketch (Thompson H. Jones) was born 
in Logan Co., Ky., near Russellsville, on the 4th day of 
May, 1844. His grandfather Jones (father's side) came from 
Wales to the United State, and settled in North Carolina, on 
the Roanoke, in the present county of Halifax. He took an 
active part in the Revolutionary war, was in numerous 
conflicts with the British, and was with the American army 
at the surrender of the British forces at Yorktown. At the 
conclusion of the Revolutionary war he came West, 
following the tide which was flowing after Sevier and 
Robertson, and settled on Station Camp Creek, in Sumner 
Co., Tenn., where, in 1800, Jesse C. Jones, the father of T. 
H., was born. Grandfather Jones reared a large family of 
boys, several of whom took an active part in the Creek war 
with the Indians, and were also at the battle of New Orleans 
under Gen. Jackson. 

Grandfather John Williams, on the mother's side, was of 
Scotch-Irish descent, and came to America from Scotland, 
settled in North Carolina, came West to the Watauga 
settlement, was captain of a company in the Revolutionary 
war, was in the battle of King's Mountain, and afterwards 
came to Tennessee shortly after Robertson, settled on 
Mansker's Creek, in Sumner Co., Tenn., was in several 
engrements personally with the Indians. His sons also served 
in the Creek war against the Indians, and at New Orleans 
under Gen. Jackson. The mother of this subject, Caroline H. 
Jones, was born in 1802. Both families afterwards Moved to 
Southern Kentucky and settled in Logan County, where the 
father and mother of this subject were married. They both 
died in March; 1864, within a week of each other, aged 
respectively sixty-two and sixty-four years. 

Of a family of seven brothers and sisters there remains 
one sister, Mrs. Susan S. Long, now residing at Mallory's 
Station, in Williamson County, near Franklin, Tenn., and 
one brother, John W. Jones, in Montgomery County, near 
Clarksville, Tenn. When T. H. Jones was about five years of 
age, his father and mother removed to the lower part of 
Logan County, near the village of Keesburg, Ky., and about 
three miles from the Tennessee line. Here, varied with work 
on the farm, he was sent to the village school and obtained a 
fair English education; he was afterwards sent to Bethel 
College at Russellsville, Ky., to be given the advantage of a 
thorough collegiate course, but, the civil war coining on in 
1861, he enlisted in the Southern army with the first 
company from Southern Kentucky, being then sixteen years 
of age. His company tendered its services to the 
Confederacy, were accepted by President Jefferson Davis, 
went at once to Richmond, Va., and into barracks at Camp 
'Windsor, thence to Manassas, Bull Run, Centreville, 
Drane's Mill, Mason's Hill (in sight of the Long Bridge and 
Washington City). His company was” K," in the First 
Kentucky Infantry, Col. Tom Taylor commanding. His 
company was on the Peninsula, at Yorktown, in Virginia, 
under Gen. Magruder, when McClellan first made his move 
towards Richmond, a short time after which the company, 
being twelve months' troops, were disbanded, and he, 
coming back to Kentucky with a number of others, joined 
Gen. John H. Morgan's Kentucky cavairy, and was with him 

in all his subsequent operations, including the celebrated 
raid into Indiana and Ohio, from which the subject of this 
sketch made his escape by swimming the Ohio River with a 
small number of companions. He with the scattered 
remainder of Morgan's men served under Gen. Bedford 
Forrest at the battle of Chickamauga and in subsequent 
operations, until brigaded with the Ninth Kentucky Cavalry 
(Col. H. P. C. Breckenridge) and other Kentucky regiments, 
under command of Gen. John S. (Cerro Gordo) Williams, of 
Kentucky, and with this brigade helped to cover the retreat 
of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston's army along the railroad, from 
Tunnel Hill and Dalton to Atlanta, Ga. This brigade was 
scouting and fighting almost every day for more than two 
months. After the capture of Gen. Stoneman, at Macon, Mr. 
Jones came into Tennessee with Gen. Hood when he made 
his attack on Nashville, and on the 24th of March, 18(35, 
after Hood's retreat, was captured while on a scout in the 
enemy's lines, and imprisoned until the war closed, in May. 
Throughout the whole war Mr. Jones bore the reputation of 
a good soldier, always cheerful and ready for duty, and to 
his credit be it said that he was then and has always been 
strictly temperate in his habits, never having used tobacco in 
any form, and never at any time having tasted strong drink 
as a beverage, or been the least under its influence in any 
way. This may to some extent account for the excellent 
health which he now enjoys, and the promise of the long life 
before him. After the close of the war he returned to college 
at Russelville to finish his course of study. In 1866 —67 he 
came to Nashville and commenced the manufacture and sale 
of agricultural implements and farming machinery. 

Notwithstanding the almost insurmountable difficulties 
which presented themselves on account of the changed and 
uncertain condition of labor, the indomitable energy and 
perseverance of the man soon made itself felt, and in a 
remarkably short space of time he had established the largest 
trade in his line of business of any house south of the Ohio 
River. Being a public-spirited man in the true sense of the 
word, he not only labored to build up his own business, 
spending thousands of dollars in advertising and traveling 
for his house, in trying to build manufactories and develop 
the material resources and advantages of his city and State, 
but lie was always ready to aid most liberally with his 
money and time any movement for the public good and 
general welfare. Mr. Jones may justly be regarded as the 
pioneer since the war of his line of business in the city of 
Nashville, and as having done more by progressive efforts to 
open the market of the South and concentrate the trade on 
Nashville than any other one man in it. He was a prominent 
member of the Board of Trade, and was more than once 
called upon to preside at its sessions. As president of the 
Mechanics' and Manufacturers' Association of Nashville, 
was one of the prime movers of the first exposition held in 
Nashville, and vice-president of the first board of managers, 
and one of the most energetic promoters of its success. As a 
business man Mr. Jones is affable, polite, and kind to every 
one, and has a business acquaintance as extensive and 
favorable among the farmers, planters, and business men of 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and the South, perhaps, as any other 
man south of the Ohio River. He is full of "grit” and” grip,” 
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and his ultimate success must be in proportion to the energy 
and determination displayed by the man against all the odds 
and reverses of fortune. In politics Mr. Jones is and always 
has been a staunch Democrat, as was his father before him. 
Mr. Jones has been a consistent, active, and faithful member 
of the Baptist Church for more than twenty years, and is 
regarded with the highest esteem and good will by the 
members of his church. He is an active Sunday-school 
worker, and has spent his time and money freely in the cause 
and for his church. 

Among his intimate acquaintances and friends he is noted 
for his generosity and charity. The poor and needy never go 
away from his door empty-handed when he has the means to 
relieve their distress. 

Mr. Jones is a member of several benevolent 
organizations, including the Masons, Odd-Fellows, and 
Knights of Pythias. He, in company with one other, 
organized the first lodge of Knights of Pythias in Nashville 
(Myrtle, No. 3), and was himself one of the first members of 
that order in the city. 

T. H. Jones was married on the 17th day of June, 1869, to 
Miss Emma McElderry, of Talladega Co., Ala., whose 
father, Col. Thomas McElderry, was one of the wealthiest 
and most influential planters in that portion of the State, and 
who was one of the pioneer settlers of Talladega County, 
having purchased his lands direct from the Indians, and, a 
prominent Indian chief having died, was buried on Col. 
McElderry's place, and his grave is still cared for by Col. 
McElderry, who is now eighty-five years of age. 

This marriage was blessed with three children, all boys, 
—John Hardin, the oldest, now about ten years of age; Harry 
Sidney, the second boy, about five years of age and William 
Albert, the youngest, about twenty-one months of age,—all 
living, and promising, healthy children. T. H. Jones now 
resides with his family at 611 Boscobel Street, East 
Nashville, Tenn. 

 

 

CAPT. DAVID HUGHES 

David Hughes, Sr., was born in Virginia, about 1764. His 
father was a stock-trader, and had a large family of children, 
among them Capt. David Hughes. After the usual 
experiences of childhood and youth, he married Miss 
Elizabeth Frazier and emigrated to St. Louis, thence to 
various places, and finally located in Nashville, engaging in 
trafficking and trading. He worked with diligence and 
economy, having but small means, until his steady industry 
was rewarded by the accumulation of property. His 
remaining years were spent in Nashville. Of his seven 
children, but three—Matilda  (Mrs. Thomas Harmon, of St. 
Louis, Mo.), David , and James  (both now of Nashville)—
survive. His death occurred in 1823 or '24, at about his 
fortieth year. He was much respected by his circle of friends. 

Capt. David Hughes was born in 1825, on Cherry Street, 
in Nashville, in a house standing on the site of Capt. 
William Stockell's residence. His mother was left a widow 
in his infancy, but, being a practical woman of energy, she  

carried on the drayage and transfer business left by her 
husband with fair success. Her sons aided her obediently, 
and in his early years Capt. Hughes was frequently seen 
driving a dray and hauling water in the streets. This 
continued until about his fifteenth year, when he chanced to 
give a horse an unlucky blow which killed it and changed 
the whole subsequent course of his life. He went at once to 
his mother, told her he never could get along with horses, 
and must go and learn some trade. True to his word, he 
commenced at once to learn river-engineering on the 
steamer” Bolivar," running on the Cumberland River. He 
continued in this business for about three years, when, by 
diligence, care, and economy, he had acquired a small 
capital, and purchased a small steamer, the” Coaster." With 
himself as captain, he commenced at once making trips on 
the Lower Cumberland from Nashville to its mouth. 

This investment was a profitable one, and after a year's 
time he built the steamer” Moneda”And put her on the same 
route. He sold her to Capt. James Miller after one year. He 
ran her one season and sunk her. Capt. Hughes rebought her, 
raised and refitted her, and ran her about two years. 

After selling the” Moneda" to Capt. Miller, Capt. Hughes 
bought the” Day," selling her after one season. He then 
purchased the steamer” Cumberland," soon tore her up, and 
built the steamer” Umpire,”At the mouth of Marrow-bone 
Creek. This boat he continued to command until 1861. She 
then was pressed into the United States service for a time, 
and afterwards was sunk at the wharf at Nashville. Capt. 
Hughes was owner of three” Umpires," the last in 
connection with his brother. 

After building the” Umpire," he built at the same place 
the” Hartsville,” and took her into the Illinois River, where 
in seven weeks' time he states that he realized over forty 
thousand dollars. Returning to Nashville, Capt. Hughes 
navigated the Cumberland River, until he formed a 
partnership with his brother and Capt. Calvin G. Cabler, and 
purchased the” John A. Fisher," lying at the foot of Harpetit 
Shoals. This was a speculative purchase, as it was expected 
that the Federal soldiers would burn her. The new company 
obtained the boat in safety, however. In 1862, Capt. Hughes 
went to Louisville and built the” Mat-tie Cabler" for the new 
firm, and until 1876 was prominently identified with the 
navigation of the Cumberland, supporting everything 
tending to that end with a strong will, and was always one of 
the first to aid, financially and otherwise, anything that 
would aid Nashville's interests in this direction. He has 
owned too many boats to name, has been connected with 
such shrewd men as Capt. Cabler and James L. Hughes, and 
has always found his advice and counsel sought for, listened 
to, and heeded. 

In 1865, Capt. Hughes furnished John H. Anderson fifteen 
thousand dollars to engage in the hardware business at No. 
28 Broad Street, under the firm-name of” Hughes & 
Anderson." This co partnership lasted ten years, when Mr. 
Anderson retired. 

Capt. Hughes continued in business about five years, then 
was burned out, and removed to No. 67 Market Street, 
where, under the name of” David Hughes & Co.," the 
business is now continued. In this new field the candor of 
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his former life was continued and won him many friends. He 
has a large. wholesale trade reaching into Alabama, Georgia, 
and other Gulf States. 

In 1846, Capt. Hughes commenced buying city property 
in Nashville, and with his real-estate business combined that 
of contractor and builder. Since that time he has built a large 
number of houses, which he rents. He has sold but two lots 
since his first purchase was made. He is an active man, 
always on the lookout for building, contracting, or buying 
real estate, and is all the time on the wing attending to some 
one of the many things requiring his attention. He is now 
living on his pleasant home-farm of one hundred and fifty 
acres, two and a half miles from Nashville, near the 
Woodbine Methodist church, which was erected by him and 
presented to that society. 

This brings us to another phase of Capt. Hughes' 
character. He has been liberal, hospitable, and freehearted in 
all directions, as river-men are apt to be. 

In 1848, Capt. Hughes married Miss Ellen Drake, 
daughter of Jesse Drake, an old-time citizen of Nashville, 
and has four living children,—Medora , Walter , Blanche , 
and David . Medora, born in 1849, married, first, Ammon, 
son of Capt. Hughes' old-time friend and business associate 
Capt. Cables. She afterwards married William Perry. She 
has never left her parental home, residing yet with her 
father. Walter, born in 1860, has been in the drug business, 
and is now with his father in the hardware-store. Blanche, 
born in 1863, and David, born 1864, are also at home. 

Capt. Hughes is a notable example of success from small 
beginnings. His determination has been to succeed in each 
of the various kinds of business which he has undertaken, 
and he has done it. Few persons have more tangible results 
of a life of active and persistent labor, and he is to-day hale, 
hearty, and vigorous, with no signs of weakness or decay. 

 

 

MAJ. WILLIAM EDMISTON 

The writer of this sketch knew the subject of it well and 
intimately from 1838 to the time of his death. He was a 
plain, industrious farmer, following farming all his life on 
the same-his own-farm, in Davidson Co., Tenn. His father 
and grandfather were natives of Southwestern Virginia, near 
Abingdon, of Scotch-Irish descent. His grandfather was an 
officer at the battle of King's Mountain, and won honor and 
distinction. He had also three brothers in the same battle, 
two of whom were killed. The sword which he wore on that 
day was handed down through the father to Maj. Edmiston, 
and was by him presented to the General Assembly of 
Tennessee, and is now in the archives of the State 
mislabeled Edmonson, instead of Edmiston, as it should be. 
Maj. Edmiston cherished with pride the memory of his 
grandfather as a” Whig" of the American Revolution. He 
was also connected with the Campbells, both of' whom were 
distinguished men and Whigs and have a high place in the 
annals of that part of Virginia. His father came to and settled 
in Middle Tennessee when it was a territory and part of 
North Carolina and a wilderness. He settled near the town of 

Nashville, then just incorporated, 1784. The Indians were 
then numerous and hostile, and frequently killed and scalped 
the white settlers, not sparing even women and children. In a 
fort, stockade, or station, rudely constructed for defense 
against the savages, on the southern side of the town of 
Nashville, in 1792, Maj. William Edmiston was born. The 
men of those days were all brave, and the women were 
refined and brave too. A great number of the settlers were 
killed and scalped in what is now the city of' Nashville. 

Haywood's” History of Tennessee" records the names of 
many men which the present civilized and polished citizens 
of our city may read and be reminded of the debt they owe 
to the valiant, brave, and hardy. pioneers who suffered and 
died that we might have a” city of Nashville." Maj. 
Edmiston obtained what education was obtainable in such 
times and society. Learned reading, writing, and arithmetic 
from a Scotchman, whose name was Reid, with whom he 
boarded, and whose daughter he afterwards married. 
However, before he married and settled down to the 
peaceful avocation of farming he volunteered in Jackson's 
ranks, and in the cause of his country and humanity he 
fought through all the Indian campaigns to protect the 
frontiers against the depredations, house-burnings, and 
massacres of the savages, and when New Orleans was 
threatened, and the South about to become involved in a war 
against a foreign enemy, he again volunteered and stood in 
the ranks a soldier on the plains of New Orleans, and 
assisted in its glorious defense, and ever afterwards warmly 
cherished the pride of having been one of its brave defenders 
under the leadership of the great chief and patriot Jackson. 

Upon his return home from the wars he married, settled 
down in life, and became a plain farmer and citizen. He 
never sought or filled office, but chose rather the part of a 
private citizen. Maj. Edmiston was a good citizen, and 
always felt the interest which a good citizen ever feels in the 
good both of his State and the United States. He voted for 
Jackson for President both times he was a candidate,—he 
knew him to be a soldier and patriot,—but when the party 
divided in Tennessee in 1836 he became a decided Whig, 
and remained for life the supporter of that party in every 
State and United States election. Without becoming a mere 
partisan, he was a faithful, decided, zealous Whig. The 
writer, then a young man, remembers as though it were 
yesterday the great uprising of 1840, and the great 
commotion of Nashville resulting in the ovation freely and 
joyously given Henry Clay on his reception here, greater 
than any other man ever received in Nashville. Among the 
thousands who welcomed Clay there were no two persons 
more earnest than Judge William E. Kennedy, of Maury 
County, and Maj. William Edmiston. Cousins, fellow-
soldiers. under Jackson, and Whigs from conviction and 
principle, each lived his threescore years  and ten, and ten 
more, and when they died, and not until then, did the Whig 
die in them. Their last votes were given for Clay, Taylor, 
Scott, Fillmore, and Bell. 

Maj. Edmiston was in person above the average stature, 
well formed, sandy-haired and whiskered, hazel-eyed, ruddy 
completed, with a sanguine, nervous temperament, 
excitable, brave, and courageous. There was no sternness in 
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him, his expression was kindly and friendly, he was a good 
provider for his family, and was affectionate towards wife, 
family, and friends, liberal and generous to the poor, and 
humane to his servants, whom he treated as servants, not as 
slaves. As a citizen, always on the side of law, order, and 
good morals. He believed laws were enacted to be 
enforced,—tempered with mercy, but. still enforced; he was 
free from vices, a decided temperance man, he did not drink 
any kind, of spirituous or vinous liquors, not even ale or 
beer. He was a man that” lived and let live;" in his 
intercourse civil but candid, open and frank in speech. He 
was withal an impulsive man, but of the generous kind. He 
had religious feeling, but was a member of no church; in his 
latter days he read the Bible much, but seldom or never 
conversed on religious subjects. 

During the civil war he was overwhelmed and silenced; 
when it was over, his judgment and feelings condemned it as 
folly and madness, and he was again a” Whig” and friend of 
the Union, and so remained. Although an owner of slaves, 
he complained not at their emancipation. 

His only son, survivor, and namesake resides at the old 
homestead; he is a young man of information and 
intelligence, and although four years a soldier in the 
Confederate army, he regards it as a piece of folly, and 
openly speaks of it as such. After the civil war was over, 
Maj. Edmiston, upon application, was again placed upon the 
pension-rolls of the United States as a soldier at New 
Orleans, and the same was regularly paid to him to the time 
of his death, in 1874. 

MICAH STIRLING COMBS 

This gentleman's family, as the name indicates, is of 
English ancestry. His grandfather, James Combs, in 
company with his brother William Combs, fled from 
political persecution in England to this country in 1772, 
arriving in Virginia in time to manufacture guns for the 
rebels, which he conveyed from the manufactory, concealed 
in the mountains, to them. 

Just at the close of the Revolution, Mr. James Combs was 
married to a lady from his native land (England), by whom 
he had four children,—one son and three daughters. The 
son, James Woody Combs, was the youngest child reared, a 
sister younger than himself having been accidentally burned 
to death. 

James Woody Combs, the father of the subject of this 
sketch, came with his two sisters (the eldest of whom was 
married to a man. named Wilson, of Virginia,) to East 
Tennessee about the year 1801, where he employed himself 
at various occupations—farming, brick making, etc.—as 
opportunity would offer, using his surplus money in 
educating himself, until the breaking out of hostilities by the 
Indians, against whom he for many years helped to defend 
civilization, and against whom, as captain, he commanded a 
company at the battle of Tippecanoe, under Gen. Harrison, 
and was with Gen. Harrison throughout his entire Indian 
campaign. 

At the close of his military career, about the age of 
twenty-one, he entered the law-office of the Hon. Micah 
Stirling, a lawyer of eminence in Troy, N. Y., as a student. 

After devoting two or three years to the study of law in this 
office he returned to visit his sisters in East Tennessee, and 
shortly afterwards permanently engaged in the practice of 
his profession at Pulaski, Tenn., at which place he married 
Miss Mary White Buford, the daughter of Capt. Charles 
Buford, formerly of Virginia. 

He practiced law in all the courts of that circuit, and in the 
Supreme Court at Nashville until his death, in 1842, 
constantly residing in Pulaski, with the exception of a few 
months in Savannah, Tenn., about the year 1827. 

Mr. J. W. Combs and Governor A. V. Brown were the 
first two lawyers who commenced the practice of law in 
Pulaski, commencing about the same time. Very many of 
the prominent lawyers of the South were trained in those 
offices. 

Mr. J. W. Combs left a widow and ten children,—three 
sons and seven daughters,—of whom the following are 
dead: Mrs. Ann Augusta Bryant; Harrison, who was killed 
near Spring Hill, Tenn., while serving with Van Dorn's 
cavalry (about 1864); Mrs. Mary Ferguson, at Memphis, 
Tenn.; Mrs. Elizabeth Glasgow, at Iuka, Miss. 

The survivors of the family are Mrs. Frances E. Holmes, 
of Iuka; Mrs. Eveline Graves, of Pontotoc Co., Miss; Mrs. 
M. J. Butler, of Nashville; Mr. James W. Combs, of 
Nashville; Mrs. Alice Copeland, of Itawamba Co., Miss.; 
and Mr. Micah Stirling Combs, who was born in Pulaski, 
Dec. 21, 1829. Was principally educated at Wurtemburg 
Academy, in that place, spending a short time also at each of 
several other schools, one of which was in the country, 
about four miles out. 

His first occupation was farming and the care of stock for 
three or four years, until he was about sixteen years old, 
being thirteen when his father died. 

Between sixteen and eighteen he was generally traveling 
in several different States. At the age of eighteen (1847) Mr. 
Combs commenced learning to print in the office of 
Addison Estes, of Pulaski, at which occupation he continued 
for about four years in several different towns. 

About 1850, Mr. Combs settled in Lebanon, Wilson Co., 
Tenn., purchasing an interest in a journal called the Lebanon 
Packet, where he remained, publishing the Packet for about 
two years, which enterprise resulted very profitably. Mr. 
Combs at this time became sole owner and proprietor of the 
Packet office, which he removed to Nashville in 1852, and 
established the Evening News, the first evening paper ever 
established in 'the city; and of this paper Mr. Combs was 
editor and proprietor for about two years, which resulted in 
entire financial and journalistic success. 

He was married to Miss  , daughter of Daniel Jackson and 
Mary  (née Clay) Jackson, near Nashville, in July, 1853. 
Soon after this Mr. Combs disposed of his printing-press, 
and, permanently retiring from printing, embarked in the 
livery business. On account of his strong attachment for 
horses, he has, with the exception of one or two short 
intervals, continued ever since in this business, being at the 
same time always engaged in other heavy and profitable 
enterprises, as farming, merchandising, and trading 
generally. 
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In the year 1872, Mr. Combs inaugurated the Combs 
Undertaking Establishment, since which time be has given 
his exclusive attention to the business, his livery business 
being conducted by employees. 

Mr. and Mrs. Combs are the parents of eleven children, of 
whom seven are living. The oldest, James A. , was 
accidentally drowned in the Cumberland River (while 
bathing) in 1869. 

Mr. Combs is a member of the” Christian Church," 
member of A. O. U. W., the order of the K. of H., of the I. 
O. O. F., and Royal Arcanum Societies. 

 

HENRY W. O'NEIL 

Henry W. O'Neil, son of John F.  and Matilda  (Perkins) 
O'Neil, was born Nov. 25, 1820, in Davidson Co., Tenn. His 
father was a native of Burke Co., N. C., and settled in 

Davidson County in December, 1818, on the farm now 
owned by his son, Henry W.  He died in 1840. He had seven 
children, all of whom are dead except the subject of this 
sketch. He and his faithful wife were members of the 
Presbyterian Church. She died about 1867 or '68. Henry W. 
O'Neil received a common-school education, and taught 
school one term. He has always been a farmer. He 
commenced life poor, and by his industry and frugality has 
become the owner of a beautiful farm, a view of which may 
be seen elsewhere in this work. He is quite an extensive 
dealer in stock, especially sheep. 

He has been twice married,—first to Elgiva McLaughlin, 
March 25, 1856. She died in December, 1860, and he 
married for his second wife, December, 1863, Miss Anna 
Harding, daughter of George  and Eliza Harding. They have 
one son, William Henry, born March 18, 1866. 

Mrs. O'Neil died April 1, 1879. She was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

JOHN E. GANNAWAY 

John E. Gannaway was born at Wartrace, Bedford Co., 
Tenn., Oct. 15, 1857. He traces his ancestry back to John 
Gannaway, who came from Bath, England, and settled in 
Buckingham Co., Va., in 1723. Most of his paternal ancestry 
were planters and slave-holders in Virginia. His father now 
resides at Unionville, Tenn. The subject of this notice began 
life by assisting his father on his farm and in his store. He 
entered the store when twelve years of age, and, soon having 
become proficient in book-keeping, acted as salesman and 
book-keeper. His attendance at school was very irregular, 
and he mastered alone the ordinary English branches and 
Greek and Latin. 

Having decided to study law, he entered the Vanderbilt 
Law School, Oct. 15, 1875, being at that time only eighteen 
years of age. He graduated in June, 1876, and, going to 
Wartrace, Tenn., taught school in that place five months. He 
came to Nashville Jan. 27, 1877, and began the practice of 
law, and on the 3d of July, 1878, was elected public 
administrator, and was re-elected Jan. 1, 1879. Mr. 
Gannaway is a Democrat in politics, and in 1878 was a 
delegate at-large from Edgefield to nominate candidates for 
the Legislature. Oct. 15, 1876, he united in marriage with 
Marion C. Amos, of Cuthbert, Ga., and has two children,—
Icglena , born Sept. 22, 1877, and Herbert , born Nov. 16, 
1878. 

ANDREW JACKSON 

Andrew Jackson, adopted son of Gen. Andrew Jackson, 
was born near the Hermitage, December, 1804. His natural 
father was Severn Donelson, son of John Donelson. There 
were twins born. Andrew was adopted within two hours 
after his birth was taken to the Hermitage, christened, 
nursed, and forever received into the family of Gen. Jackson 
as a son. 

The adopted son was nephew to Mrs. Rachel Jackson, 
wife of the general. He was a beautiful child, and by his 
amiable disposition soon endeared himself to his foster-
parents,—as much so as if he had been their natural son. He 
was tenderly, lovingly, and carefully reared. He was first 
sent to the neighboring school, and later to the Nashville 
University, where he graduated. 

When Gen. Jackson went to Washington City, after his 
election to the Presidency, young Andrew accompanied him, 
and was offered the place of private secretary, but declined 
on account of a desire to enjoy youth and to be free from the 
restraint the duties of office would impose. 

He was married to Miss Sarah York, of Philadelphia, a 
refined, an accomplished, and beautiful young lady, of 
excellent family, whom he immediately conducted to the 
White House, where they met with the warmest and most 
affectionate of greetings by the President and other members 
of the family. Gen. Jackson always manifested much 
attachment for his daughter-in-law, addressing her 
throughout life as” my daughter." 

They remained with Gen. Jackson during the remainder of 
his administration, returning with him to the Hermitage, 
where he dwelt until his death. A. Jackson, Jr., and his wife 
were kind and unremitting in their attentions to the great 
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chieftain and ex-President in his declining years, and had 
bestowed upon them the parting blessing of the great 
departed. 

He died April 15, 1865, from a wound received from the 
accidental discharge of his gun while bunting. He left his 
wife, yet residing at the Herinitage, and two children,—Mrs. 
Rachel Lawrence and Col. Andrew J., who is unmarried, and 
resides with his mother. 

Col. A. Jackson, his eldest son, was born at the 
Hermitage, in 1835. He was a graduate at West Point, 
resigned his commission in the United States army (1861), 
and at breaking out of hostilities between the North and 
South was received into the Confederate service with his old 
rank, lieutenant. He was early promoted to colonel of 
artillery, was twice captured, and spent the last ten months 
of the war in military prison. 

The youngest, Samuel, died of a wound received at the 
battle of Chickamauga, under Bragg. He was four years 
younger than Andrew, was a farmer until breaking out of the 
war, when he took rank as lieutenant in Forty-fourth 
Tennessee Infantry, Confederate army. lie served with Bragg 
and Johnson in their different campaigns until mortally 
wounded at Chickamauga. 

He was remarkably mild and affectionate, and was 
universally loved by all with whom he came in contact. 

 

 

JAM ES A. CHILTON 

James A. Chilton's ancestry were from England, near 
London. His great-great-grandfather arrived in Baltimore, 
Md., about the year 1752, with at least two sons, one of 
whom was the great-grandfather of J. A. Chilton. He 
remained in or near Baltimore through a long life, serving in 
the war of independence under Washington, and died about 
the year 1815, at the age of ninety. His children were James , 
William , John , Lemuel , and two daughters, who spent 
their lives in North Carolina. 

The two sons, James  and John , came to Tennessee and 
settled in what is now Marshall County, near Farmington,— 
James  in 1826, and John  in 1824. William  and Lemuel  
went to Kentucky in 1824. 

James, the grandfather of J. A. Chilton, was a tobacco-
planter and manufacturer in Maryland until he was about 
thirty years old, then in Virginia ten years, and in North 
Carolina fifteen years. He was twice married; his first wife 
lived a very short time. Being greatly affected by her death, 
he, in company with one companion, took a long journey 
through the then wild West and South, traveling on foot 
generally, with knapsack and gun, as they subsisted chiefly 
on game which they shot. During this trip he passed through 
Nashville, crossed the Tennessee River, and went into the 
Indian nation in Alabama. He returned the next year to his 
native State, and shortly after moved to Virginia, where he 
was soon married to Miss Kennedy, by whom he had several 
children,—Francis , Richard , John , James , David , Thomas 
, Robert , Polly , Martha , Virginia , and Jane . 

Richard, the oldest son, was the father of James A. 
Chilton. Richard married Nancy Gassage in 1828, by whom 
he had eight children,—four boys and four girls,—viz., Fred 
G. , James A. Chilton, Wesley W. , Richard E. , Malissa , 
Jane , Nancy A. , and Catharine . 

His first wife, Nancy Gassage, died in February, 1844. He 
afterwards married Mrs. Nancy Carroll, by whom he had 
two daughters,—Augustine  and Emily . 

He moved to Franklin County in 1845. In 1854 he moved 
to Missouri. At the outbreak of the war he was driven to 

Illinois. In 1866 he returned to Franklin County, Tenn., 
where he died soon after. 

James A. worked on a farm until be was ten years old, 
then three years in a cotton-factory, then on a farm about 
five years. When he was eighteen he commenced to learn 
the carpenter's trade under T. W.  and J. M. Chilton, setting 
up for himself in about three years in partnership with T. W. 
Chilton. 

June 20, 1858, he was married in Nashville to the 
beautiful and accomplished Miss Emilie C. Swan, of 
Galena, who was visiting the South on account of her health, 
and at the same time pursuing her favorite studies, ancient 
and modern languages, at the Nashville Female Academy. 
She was descended from a distinguished family of sea-
captains of Pennsylvania. Miss Emilie early became one of 
the favorite poetical authors of the South. 

Mrs. Chilton was born at Lost Mound, Ill.; lost her mother 
when but five years of age; removed soon after to Galena, 
where she attended the grammar-school until fifteen, when 
she was sent to Rock River Seminary, and there completed 
her education at the age of eighteen. As a schoolgirl she was 
distinguished for her poetical compositions, frequently 
writing her essays in verse. 

For several years she was editress of the Temperance 
Monthly, a magazine published in Nashville. 





 

 

 
 
 
ELDER WILLIAM R. HOOTEN, son of John and Mary 

(Reeves) Hooten, was born in Grayson Co., Va., Feb. 13, 
1806. Elijah Hooten, his grandfather, was a soldier in the 
Revolutionary war, and was present at the surrender of 
Cornwallis at Yorktown. At the close of the war he settled as 
a farmer in Virginia, and became the father of a family of 
seven- sons and three daughters. Elijah died in Tennessee. 

John H. Hooten, his second son, emigrated to Tennessee 
about the year 1811, settling in Giles County. He remained 
here a few years, and then moved to Warren Co., Ky., 
afterwards returning to Bedford Co., Tenn., and finally 
settling in Marshall County, where he died at the advanced 
age of seventy-five. 

He was married to Miss Mary Reeves, by whom he had 
eleven children,—seven sons and four daughters. 

William R. Hooten was the second son. His education was 
such as the common school of his day afforded. He began to 
preach at the age of twenty-one, having” obeyed the call” at 
a very tender age. He was ordained minister of the Christian 
Church in 1829; is a man of fine native ability and of great 
executive talent. He preached, and built up churches in 

various States. He was ordained in Hickman Co., Tenn., 
subsequently preaching for two years in West Tennessee. He 
preached at various times in Alabama, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Georgia. 

In the spring of 1836 he settled on the South Harpeth, in 
the Fourteenth Civil District of Davidson Co., Tenn. 

Elder William Reeves Hooten is in many respects a 
remarkable man; of humble parentage, without education of 
a high order, by the force of his individuality and superior 
qualities of his mind he has won his way from obscurity to 
high favor in the hearts of his parishioners, and in the 
affections of the community in which he lives. He has 
during his long career of over fifty years as a preacher re-
fused to receive any salary for his services. 

He has preached at South Harpeth, Hannah's Ford, and 
Sand Creek, but the principal place of worship was at 
Providence, until the edifice was burned. He was married 
June 28, 1838, to Mary S. Berry. 

In 1846 he settled on some two hundred and twenty-five 
acres of beautiful land, where he has since resided. 
In politics Mr. Hooten is a Jacksonian Democrat. 
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Three children were born of this marriage,—Alberta  
Johnetta , and James Andrew , of whom only Alberta 
survives, who is rapidly coming into notice as a poetess. 

On the 3d of March, 1864, Mrs. Emilie C. Chilton died, 
while the Federal forces were in possession of Nashville, 
aged twenty-six years. The death of this estimable lady 
deprives us of a notice of her poems, which have never been 
published collectively, but many of which have been copied 
in foreign papers. As it is possible that her poetical works 
may be collected into book-form, we can say that it would 
be an admirable addition to our home literature. 

The following piece is a production of Mrs. Emilie C. 
Chilton: 

 
THE WRENS IN THE LOCUST-TREE 

 
I know of a nest which the wild birds built 
 That you cannot reach, 'tis so high, 
For the tree is strong, and the thorns are sharp, 
 And the branches are flouting the sky. 
The birds sit there and swing in the air, 
 And warble a song to me, 
And the notes come sweet to my lone retreat 
 From the wrens in the old locust-tree. 
I know of a nest which the wild birds built: 
 I watched as they carried the moss, 
And the little dry sticks and tender twigs, 
 And so cunningly wove them across; 
'Twas a curious thing, those birds in the spring 
 Were busy as busy could be, 
Hiding day after day that wee nest away 
 'Mid the thorns in the old locust-tree. 
I know of a nest which the wild birds built, 
 And they sing to the soft summer air 
How the leaves will come out and shade us about, 
 And hide all our eggs lying there. 
And then, by and by, when the sun warms the sky, 
 Some sweet little nestlings there'll be, 
T o flutter and hop from our home to the top 
 Of this shadowy old locust-tree. 
I know of a nest which the wild birds built, 
 And I sit by my window and look, 
While very, very slow does my needle go, 
 And closed is my favorite book. 
The birds' sweet lay keeps me dreaming away 
 Of how happy we all shall be, 
They away up above, and I and my love 
 Down here 'neath the old locust-tree. 

 
Mr. J. A. Chilton is above medium in size, fair 

complexion, and blue eyes. He has pleasant, winning 
manners, and is an object of the warmest affection of his 
neighbors, and especially is he the friend of children. He 
makes his home at all times happy, and exerts the same 
influence over the entire neighborhood. 

While Mr. Chilton claims to be only a carpenter and 
house-builder, and repudiates the idea of an architect, his 
immediate neighborhood and many other portions of 
Nashville present residences, both large and small, of his 
designing which are universally spoken of as models of 
neatness, beauty, and elegance. 

It is probable that two persons were never united in 
marriage better calculated to make each other happy than 
Mr. and Mrs. Chilton. 

 

HON. A. J. DONELSON 

Hon. A. J. Donelson, the second son of Samuel Donelson, 
was born in Sumner Co., Tenn., on the 25th of August, 
1799. His eldest brother, John , died in 1817, soon after the 
Creek war, in which he served as a soldier under Gen. 
Jackson. His younger brother, Daniel L., was a brigadier-
general, and died in the Confederate service. Their father, 
Samuel Donelson, died when they were quite young. He was 
a lawyer by profession, and the intimate friend and associate 
of Andrew Jackson, after whom he named his son Andrew. 
Their mother, the only daughter of Gen. Daniel Smith, was a 
Virginian by birth, and one of the surveyors of the 
boundary-line between Virginia and North Carolina. He also 
succeeded Andrew Jackson in the United States Senate in 
1798, was secretary of the Territory of Tennessee, and a 
member of the national convention of 1796. 

Becoming a widow, Mrs. Donelson subsequently wedded 
Mr. James Saunders, of Sumner Co., Tenn., by whom she 
had several children. Upon this second marriage of his 
mother, A. J. Donelson, then quite young, was taken into the 
family of Gen. Jackson, where he remained until he entered 
Cumberland College. After completing the prescribed course 
here in 1816, Gen. Jackson procured him an appointment at 
West Point in the first class, under Gen. Thayer, finishing 
the course in three instead of four years. He graduated 
second in a class of great merit. He was immediately 
commissioned in the engineer corps and ordered to the 
frontier, but upon the application of Gen. Jackson he was 
appointed his aide-de-camp, in which position he served 
throughout the Florida campaign and until Jackson resigned 
his commission in the army. He now turned his attention to 
the study of law at Transylvania University. Receiving his 
license, in 1823 he appeared at the bar of Nashville in 
partnership with Mr. — Duncan. His sense of gratitude, 
however, outweighed his own ambition, and he again 
entered the service of his guardian and protector, and went 
on to Washington with him in 1824, when Adams, although 
Jackson had the larger popular vote, was elected. During the 
succeeding four years he lived at Tulip Grove, near the 
Hermitage, in the mean time having married Emily, 
youngest daughter of Capt. John Donelson, by whom he had 
four children, as follows: A. J. Donelson, who graduated at 
West Point, and who served as lieutenant in the United 
States Corps of Engineers until, from exposure in 
performance of duty, he contracted an illness which resulted 
in his death; Mary E. , relict of Gen. John A. Wilcox, who 
was member of Congress from Mississippi prior to the late 
war, and who died in the hall of the Confederate Congress, 
at Richmond, Va. Mrs. Wilcox is now in the post-office 
department at Washington. Capt. John S. Donelson, who had 
command of the Hickory Rifles, Confederate service, and 
who was killed at the battle of Chickamauga; Rachel J. , 
widow of Gen. William B. Knox. 

After the election in 1828, Jackson made him his private 
secretary, Mrs. Donelson doing the honors of the White 
House. In 1836 she died, beloved and regretted by all who 
had the happiness of her friendship. In 1841 he married Mrs. 
E. A. Randolph, daughter of James G. Martin, and widow of 
Lewis Randolph, grandson of Thomas Jefferson. From this 



BIOGRAPHIES 

 480

union he had eight children, viz., Daniel S. , who was 
prominent in the Confederate service, occupying the post of 
inspector-general at the time of the fall of Vicksburg. He 
was murdered near Memphis in January, 1864. His second 
son, Martin , is now a prosperous planter in Mississippi, as 
is also his third son, W. A. , upon his magnificent farm near 
the Hermitage. Catherine , who died in 1868; Capt. Vinet 
Donelson, commander of the Rock City Guards, who is 
engaged in mercantile pursuits in the city of Nashville; 
Lewis R. , residing at Memphis; Rosa E. , deceased; and 
Andrew J. , who farms with his brother, W. A.  

At the close of Gen. Jackson's administration, Mr. 
Donelson declined office under Van Buren, being anxious 
for a respite from public affairs to enjoy the pleasures of his 
farm, upon which he remained until he was unexpectedly 
called to take part in the negotiation which brought Texas 
into the Union. The commission appointing Mr. Donelson 
minister to Texas is dated Sept. 16, 1.844. Mr. Calhoun, then 
Secretary of State, in the letter inclosing the commission, 
says,” The state of things in Texas is such as to require that 
the place (charge d'affaires) should be filled without delay, 
and by one who under all circumstances is thought. best 
calculated to bring to a successful decision the great 
question of annexation pending before the two countries. 
After full deliberation, you have been selected as that 
individual, and I trust, my dear sir, that you will not decline 
the appointment, however great may be the personal 
sacrifice of accepting. That great question must be decided 
in the next two or three months and whether it shall be 
favorable or not will depend on him who shall fill the 
mission now tendered to you. I need not tell you how much 
depends on its decision for weal or woe to our country, and 
perhaps the whole continent. It is sufficient to say that, 
viewed in all its consequences, it is one of the first 
magnitude, and that it gives an importance to the mission at 
this time that raises it to the level with the highest in the gift 
of the government. Assuming, therefore, that you will not 
decline the appointment unless some insuperable difficulty 
should interpose, and in order to avoid delay, a commission, 
with all the necessary papers, is herewith transmitted 
without the formality of awaiting your acceptance." 

Donelson was absent when the messenger arrived, but on 
his return he accepted the delicate trust, reaching Galveston 
on the 16th of October, 1844. 

That his charge was worked by signal ability has been 
conceded by those who have read that portion of the 
correspondence growing out of it, all of which has been 
published. 

Having secured the basis of annexation, he closed his 
correspondence and returned home very feeble in health 
from the effects of a malignant fever which prevailed at that 
time in Texas. He was afterwards made minister to Prussia 
till the close of Mr. Polk's administration. He also 
represented the government at the federal court of Germany, 
and for some time discharged the duties of both positions. 
He was afterwards transferred entirely to the German 
mission, in which he was continued under Taylor's 
administration until the German mission was abolished. 

He was a delegate to the Southern Convention at 
Nashville in 1850. Standing almost alone, he boldly 
denounced its course as looking to the dissolution of the 
Union. On the 18th of April, 1851, he succeeded Mr. Ritchie 
on the Washington Union, which he conducted with ability. 

In 1856 he was nominated on the ticket with Mr. Fill-
more, and received one hundred and eighty-one votes out of 
two hundred and five cast. 

The late war found him and family in Memphis, and on 
being asked to unsheathe the sword of” Old Hickory," he 
replied,” Only under the old flag." Very much overcome by 
the misfortunes of the war, he died in Memphis on the 26th 
of June, 1871. Genial, frank, bold, and above disguise, a 
man of patriotic mould, belonging to a purer and better age, 
was the Hon. A. J. Donelson. 

 
DR. DAVID F. BANKS 

 
Dr. David F. Banks was born Aug. 11, 1852, in Jefferson 

Co., Ky. He was the fourth son of Henry B. and Julia C. 

Banks. Henry B. Banks was a merchant in Louisville for 
many years; at the time of his death, however, he was 
engaged in speculation in produce. 

Dr. David F. Banks' early life was spent principally in 
Kentucky attending school, and where he enjoyed 
advantages of both common school and academy. At the age 
or twenty-two he began the study of medicine with Dr. C. P. 
Mowman, of Charleston, Mo., remaining with him about 
three years, when he entered the University of Nashville and 
Vanderbilt, taking two courses of lectures in the Medical 
Department. Graduating Feb. 26, 1880, he resumed the 
practice of medicine in District Twenty-five, Davidson, 
Tenn., having previously practiced there for two years. July 
12, 1877, he was married to Adeline, second daughter of O. 
A. Simpkins, of Davidson Co., Tenn. One child has been 
born to them,—viz., Beecher,—who died July 5, 1878.  

 
 

DR. DAVID F. BANKS 



 

MRS. W. B. HUDSON       W. B. H UDSON 
 
 
 
 
 
WASHINGTON B. HUDSON is descended from 

English ancestry who came to this country at a very early 
day and settled in Virginia, where two of them remained, 
while one removed to New York and settled on the 
Hudson River. 

Of the two remaining in Virginia, from one, Reuben, is 
descended the subject of this sketch. 

Joshua Hudson, grandfather of Washington, lived in 
Amherst Co., Va., and was a wealthy and influential 
farmer, the owner of much land and many slaves, and 
was killed by the falling of a tree. He was a soldier in the 
war of 1812. 

Aratia Hudson was his only son, who at the age of 
twenty-one married a Miss Banks, of Garrard Co., Ky. 
Their children were Joshua, James, Washington B., Dr. 
Lynn B., Nancy, Isaiah B., Reuben, Melvina, 
Commodore Perry, and Mary Louisa. 

Washington B. Hudson was born July 3, 1813, in 
Garrard Co., Ky., on Sugar Creek. His boyhood and early 
manhood were spent at home. Aug. 26, 1833, he was 
married to Miss Louisa Marksbury, youngest daughter of 

Isaac Marksbury, a prominent man in his day. He was 
magistrate of the court for more than twenty years, a man 
noted for his many good qualities of head and heart, and 
an active and efficient member of the Christian Church. 

The children of W. B. and L. M. Hudson have been 
William D., Aratia, Isaac M., James, Mollie Lynn, 
Clayton A., Allie, and Thomas J. Washington B. Hudson 
after his marriage engaged in farming on his own 
account. In 1848 he came to Davidson Co., Tenn., and 
settled on the farm he now occupies, purchasing it from 
Dr. James Overton. His original purchase was five 
hundred and fifty-four acres, to which, however, he added 
from time to time until his farm comprised eight hundred 
acres of excellent land, three hundred acres of which he 
still retains, the rest having been apportioned to his 
children on their marriage. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hudson are members of the Christian 
Church, a pretty edifice of which stands at the foot of the 
lane leading to their house, Mr. Hudson bearing the 
principal part of the cost of its erection. 
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George Thomas Nelson* was born June 16, 1836, in 
Fauquier Co., Va., and came to Tennessee with his parents 
in 1853, and settled at Neely's Bend. It is meet, in view of 
his standing in the community and of the stirring times 
which in his young manhood he met and passed through, 
that a friend should take note of his departure and give this 
resume of his life. 

Enlisting in April, 1861, he was made an officer in 
Company C, Second Tennessee Regiment, commanded by 
Col. W. B. Bates, and in the latter part of said month left 
with his regiment, destined to play no small part in the 
forthcoming drama of war, for his native hills. After a year 
campaigning in Virginia he came West with his regiment 
and in the latter part of 1862 was connected with the 
cavalry, commanded by Col. (afterwards Maj.-Gen.) 
Wharton. This command was noted for its fighting qualities, 
and won for its leader promotion on the retreat of Bragg's 
army from Kentucky, and covered itself with honor during 
the noted campaigns of Tennessee, Georgia, and the 
Carolinas. His immediate company was attached to the 
headquarters of Gen. Wharton, performing scout and other 
duties for him, and will be remembered by the members of 
that command as the” Cedar Snags." On the memorable 
Georgia campaign it was detached and assigned to the 
headquarters of Gen. Hood, and performed the responsible 
duties of their position with signal courage and fidelity, 
winning the plaudit of” Well done, good and faithful 
soldiers!" During all these trying scenes George Thomas 
Nelson bore him self a brave and courageous man. At the 
                                                 
* Nashville Daily Banner 

close of the war he returned to his home, and soon showed 
that he could participate in victories on other fields, for 
peace hath her victories no less renowned than those of war. 

With a mind endowed by nature and strengthened by no 
small acquirements, with a memory tenacious and stored 
with a fund of pointed and illustrative anecdote, with a wit 
sparkling and bright, and which he” often brought to turn 
agreeably some proper thought," he might have entered the 
list and won distinction in any profession. But being 
enamored of country life, and holding in love of nature 
communion with her invisible forms, he preferred the quiet 
life of a farmer. By energy, talent, and tact he dignified his 
calling, and with early and late rains gathered plenteous 
harvests, and with coming years enlarged his boundaries and 
increased his stores. His belief was that farming successfully 
deserved and required the exercise of those higher faculties 
that give success in other departments of life. 

In the prime of manhood he who had escaped so many 
dangers of fire and flood was suddenly cut down. Wife and 
children are suddenly bereft when all around is promise and 
hope beckoningly on. Truly, the ways of Providence are past 
finding out, and seem dark and mysterious to human ken. 

Dec. 24, 1868, he was married to Mary L., eldest daughter 
of W. B. Hudson. The issue of this union was three 
children,—namely, George T., Percy L., and Addison H. 

George Thomas Nelson died at his home in Davidson 
County, July 24, 1877, from injuries received while 
performing some work at his barn. 

 

 
 

GEORGE THOMAS NELSON 



BIOGRAPHIES 

 482

 
 

WILLIAM H. WOODRUFF 

William H. Woodruff, third son of C. E.  and Elizabeth  
(Patten) Woodruff, was born in Nashville, Dec. 24, 1846. 
His father was a native of Ohio, coming to Nashville in 
1839, having traveled the entire distance from Ohio to 
Middle Tennessee on foot. He engaged at first as clerk and 
afterwards as proprietor in mercantile business. A few years 

since he purchased a farm at Madison Station, some eight 
miles from Nashville, whither he soon after moved, there 
combining the business of farmer and merchant. This 
business is now owned and conducted by his son William. 

William H. Woodruff, at the. age of sixteen, began 
railroading as a newsboy on the Chattanooga Railroad 
trains. This he continued a short time, when he accepted a 
position as fireman on the Memphis and Louisville, going 
from that road to the Edgefield and Kentucky Railroad. He 
afterwards accepted a position on the Evansville, Henderson 
and Nashville Railroad, first as fireman and afterwards as 
engineer, in which latter capacity he acted for a year and a 
half. 

He was married at the age of twenty-three to Miss Tabitha 
A. Rothrock, of Greenville, Ky., and Cornelia J. , Claudia H. 
, Susie , and Mabel G.  are their children. In politics Mr. 
Woodruff is independent. 

 

MAJ. JACOB M. BONDURANT 

Maj. Jacob M. Bondurant was born Feb. 4, 1795, in 
Buckingham Co., Va. His father was one of three brothers 

who came to this country from France and settled in 
Virginia at a very early date. He removed with his family to 
Tennessee while Jacob was very young, settling in the 
Fourth District of Davidson County, on what has ever since 
been the Bondurant homestead, now owned by his son 
Joseph, and originally containing but sixty-four acres, but 
which Jacob increased before his death to more than eleven 
hundred acres. 

Maj. Bondurant was married, Nov. 17, 1824, to Elizabeth 
C. Read, of Sumner County. The children afterwards born to 
them were Martha , John , Samuel , Elizabeth , Jacob , Jr., 
Edward P. , Joseph R. , and Robert L.  Maj. Bondurant was 
a soldier under Jackson in the war of 1812-14, where he 
acquired the title of major. There is in the possession of one 
of his sons a letter to the major from Gen. Jackson, 
instructing him how to proceed to obtain payment for a 
horse lost by the major in fording a stream. The general and 
major were lifelong neighbors and bosom-friends, their 
plantations being separated by not more than three miles. 

Maj. Jacob M. Bondurant died Dec. 25, 1858. 

 

TIMOTHY DODSON 

Timothy Dodson was born in Halifax Co., Va., on the 
14th day of October, 1778. His ancestry was of Scotch-Irish 
descent. Caleb Dodson, his father, had three brothers, Joshua 
, Joseph , and Thomas . Caleb, and perhaps his brothers, 
were Revolutionary soldiers under Washington, following 
their chieftain in his campaigns throughout the war. It is a 
family tradition that at the close of hostilities the old soldier 
had a sufficient number of” one-hundred dollar" bills, 
Continental money, to make a coat, yet their value was 
inadequate to make a purchase of the garment. 

Caleb lived and died in Virginia, as probably did his 
brothers, excepting Joseph, who at one time removed to 
Davidson Co., Tenn., settling finally in Dixon County, near 
Charlotte, where he reared a large family of children. 

Timothy Dodson resided with his father until fully grown, 
when he married (1803) Miss Agnes Wilson, by whom he 
had two children, born in Virginia. 

In 1808 he removed to Davidson Co., Tenn., and rented a 
few acres adjoining the Hermitage. His whole property at 
this time consisted of one half-grown and two grown 
Negroes. With this help, upon rented property, he began his 
labors in Tennessee, which were continued with unremitting 
industry and uniform success throughout his life. 

His first purchase of landed estate was very small, not 
more than seventy-five acres, which from time to time were 
augmented into thousands. Some years from the time of his 
coming—precise date not known—he returned to Virginia 
to purchase slaves, conveying his funds, which was all 
specie, upon a pack-horse. The weight of the money was in 
excess of the avoirdupois of Mr. Dodson, and it was a relief 
to the horse that his master should substitute his own weight 
for that of the pack while making the long, wearisome 
journey from the Hermitage neighborhood to Halifax Co., 
Va. 

Mr. Dodson was successful throughout life, and before his 
death had given to each of his sons a fine farm. 

 
 

W. H. WOODRUFF. 
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B. F. WAGGONER.      MRS. B. F. WAGGONER. 
 
 
 
 
 

B. F. WAGGONER. 
 

Benjamin F. Waggoner's grandfather, Christopher 
Waggoner, was born in North Carolina, coming to 
Tennessee in 1792, and settling on White's Creek, within 
three miles of the present residence of Benjamin, where 
he engaged in farming. 

His third son, Cornelius, father of Benjamin, was three 
years old at the time of his settlement in Tennessee. 

Cornelius married Elizabeth Hoffman. Their children 
were six in number,—Athalana, Henry, Benjamin F., 
Eliza, Tennessee, and Amanda. 

Benjamin F. Waggoner was born May 15, 1828, in 
Davidson Co., Tenn. He remained with his father, 
attending the district school as opportunity offered during 
his school days, and at the age of twenty-five engaged in 
the lumber business on his own account, running a saw-
mill on Long Creek, where he had purchased one 
thousand acres of fine timber-land, five hundred acres of 
which he still owns. Here he manufactured poplar and 
oak plank principally. 

In 1859 he engaged in the manufacture of sheet-iron 
stoves, which business he followed until the breaking out 
of the civil war. 

During the war, or for four years, he kept a distillery on 
the Red River, in • Robinson County, making on an 
average a barrel of spirits per day. After the war he 
returned to Davidson County and to farming, which 
business he still pursues. 

March 31, 1869, he was married to Miss Tennie V. 
Cato, of Davidson County. Their children have been four 
in number, namely: Lina D., Elvie Leo, Mary E., and 
Charlie F. 

Mr. Waggoner is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church (Alex. Green), which he joined while yet a young 
man, of which he continues to be a consistent member, 
and to the support of which he liberally contributes. Mrs. 
Waggoner is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church of Mount Hennon. 
In politics, Mr. Waggoner has been a lifelong Democrat 
of the Jacksonian school. 
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CAPT. JAMES M. SMITH was born in Adair Co., 

Ky., April 16, 1819. His father, John Smith, emigrated 
from Culpepper Co., Va., at an early day and settled in 
Kentucky, where he was engaged in farming for many 
years. He subsequently went to Illinois, where he died 
in 1853. He had a family of six children, of whom 
James was the oldest. He was reared on his father's 
farm until he was fifteen years of age, when he went 
into a store as clerk, and followed that occupation until 
the spring of 1840, when Messrs. William Garvin & 
Co., of Louisville, Ky., set him up in the mercantile 
business at Marion, Ky., which business he continued 
until March, 1847, when he came to Nashville, and 
engaged in steam-boating on the Cumberland and Ohio 
Rivers for four years. 

In 1851 he established himself in the mercantile 
business, in which he has continued to the present 
time. While merchandising has been his principal 

business, he has paid some attention to agriculture. 
Capt. Smith has a fine farm and home, about three 
miles south of the city, where he makes a specialty of 
raising fine horses. The business firm with which he is 
at present connected is composed of Messrs. Smith, 
Hill Rose, and, in addition to mercantile business, is 
engaged in the manufacture of salt at Clifton, W. Va. 

Mr. Smith has been twice married; first, in 1839, to 
Miss Mary Jane Epley, of Logan Co., Ky. She died in 
1863, leaving three children,—Marshall M., Ella 
Virginia, and Robert Stevens. He was again married, in 
1864, to Miss Sallie Nutt, formerly of West Virginia.' 
They are active and consistent members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
In social relations, Capt. Smith is genial and 
companionable, in business matters prompt and 
reliable, at home cordial and hospitable. He is in the 
strictest sense a self-made, representative man. 
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Mr. Dodson was a close neighbor and personal friend of 
President Andrew Jackson, and entertained at his table four 
Presidents of the United States, who at different times were 
on visits to the Hermitage. 

Mr. Dodson was the father of thirteen children,—namely, 
Caleb, deceased; Lucy, wife of Thomas Semple, now living 
in Texas, and who has reared a large family; Jefferson, 
deceased, a successful merchant of Lebanon and father of 
five children; Julia Dodson, who married Bird Fitzgerald, 
both now deceased; Thomas , deceased; Elizabeth , 
deceased, wife of J. W. Pennington, left one daughter; Capt. 
Timothy, a bachelor, who served with credit throughout the 
war in the Confederate service; Mary, wife of George 
Ridley, residing in West Tennessee, and the mother of two 
children; Joseph W. Dodson, who married Mattie Curd, of 
Wilson County, and who now resides at the mouth of 
Stone's River, in this county. This son was frequently 
intrusted with important business matters by President 
Jackson. Louisa B. , who died just as she had reached 
womanhood; Sarah Ann Calloway, deceased, wife of Wade 
Baker, and mother of two children; William C. , married to 
Elizabeth Ann , daughter of William Curd, of Wilson 
County. He is a prosperous, well-to-do farmer and father of 
six sons. Sallie Ward, the only one of thirteen born who 
failed to attain majority before death. 

It will be seen that Mr. Timothy Dodson was the head of a 
very large family, yet he failed not to provide abundantly for 
his household, both in immediate and future wants. He was a 
man of great will and energy, liberal, industrious, and 
temperate. He was a staunch Democrat, and in later life a 
strict member of the Baptist Church. His wife was a lady fit 
in every respect to rear so large family, and Mr. Dodson 
always attributed much of his success to the wise counsel 
and hearty co-operation of his bosom companion. She died 
in February, 1855, and six months later she was followed by 
her husband. The pair, with nearly all deceased members of 
the family, are interred in the family burying-ground upon 
the old homestead on Stone's River. 

 

THEOPHILUS SCRUGGS 

Theophilus Scruggs is of Scotch ancestry, but his 
immediate predecessors were natives of Virginia. His father, 
Drury E. Scruggs, was an aged man with a family of seven 
children, four sons and three daughters, when in 1808 he 
came from Virginia to Davidson Co., Tenn. 

Theophilus Scruggs was his third son; was born in 
September, 1782, being aged about eighteen years when he 
came with his father's family to Tennessee. On the 22d day 
of November, 1818, he married Charlotte Perry, daughter of 
George Perry, who was by nativity a Scotchman, but who 
came to Davidson County at an early day in its history. After 
his marriage Mr. Scruggs settled at what is now the town of 
Goodlettsville, in Davidson County, and engaged in 
agricultural pursuits. He was an ardent lover of the chase, 
and was in every sense a representative of the hardy pioneer 
spirits who braved the dangers, endured the hardships, and 
submitted to the privations of border-life to pave the way for 
the advanced civilization of to-day, and who aided in 

transforming what was then a dense wilderness inhabited 
•by wild beasts, and at one time by wilder men, into a 
beautiful country that is now blooming like a garden. At the 
time of his early manhood, game, such as deer, bears, etc., 
abounded here, and his hours of leisure were spent in their 
pursuit. He was a great admirer of that noblest of all 
animals, the horse, and his early life was engaged in the 
rearing of thoroughbred horses. 

Mr. Scruggs' children, eight in number, made their advent 
in the following order: George P. Scruggs, born Nov. 2, 
1821; Benjamin F. , born Jan. 22,. 1823; Eliza Ann , born 
Nov. 26, 1824; Narcissa , born Aug. 26, 1826; Allen P. , 
born Feb. 28, 1829; Christopher C. , born April 2, 1831; 
Alexander , born Oct. 2, 1834; Richard , born Feb. 28, 1837. 

In politics Mr. Scruggs was an old-line Whig. In the war 
of 1812 he was a soldier under the heroic leadership of 
Jackson, having raised a company of volunteers on his own 
account, of which he was made captain. He was in nearly 
every engagement of the war, and acquitted himself with 
honor and distinction, and will be handed down in history as 
one of the heroes of the memorable battle of New Orleans; 
was discharged in 1815, and returned immediately to the 
peaceful pursuits of pastoral life, and in the quiet avocation 
of agriculture and developing the interests of his county be 
ended his days. A noble life nobly spent. He lived an 
unostentatious life and died on April 16, 1864, regretted by 
all who knew him. 

His son, A. P. Scruggs, was reared on the farm with his 
father. At common school he received what education was 
attainable at that time.. On the 3d of March, 1859, lie 
married Susan E. Speer, daughter of Andrew Speer, who 
was a representative of one of the oldest families of the 
county, his mother having been in the old Buchanan Fort at 
the time of its siege. After his marriage Mr. Scruggs settled 
on the farm on which he now resides, and which he has 
transformed into a beautiful and tasty home. He inserts this 
sketch in honor of his father's memory, and to perpetuate the 
history of one of the oldest families of the county. 

 

SILAS LINTON 

Silas Linton, son of Hezekiah  and Joanna Linton, and 
grandson of Hezekiah Linton, Sr., was born in North 
Carolina, Aug. 8, 1799. His father was a lieutenant in the 
war of the Revolution, served with distinction, and was 
honorably discharged. In consideration of his services he 
received from the United States government a grant of land, 
but from some cause his family never obtained possession of 
it. 

About 1806 he started with his family from North 
Carolina to come to Davidson Co., Tenn., but on the way 
was stricken with an illness which proved fatal. His widow 
and family, however, came on, and settled in the Fourteenth 
District, Davidson County. Here she married again, her 
second husband being Benjamin Pritchard. She was a 
faithful member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Silas 
Linton remained with his mother on the farm until he was 
grown. His first start in life was as hired laborer for Robin 
Hill; he worked two years, and received as compensation for 
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his services eighty dollars. He then engaged as overseer on a 
farm for one Jones. On the 20th of January, 1820, he 
married Margaret Pritchard, and settled on the farm now 
owned by his son, William J. , in southeast part of District 
Fourteen, Davidson County. They had three children. 

Mr. Linton was a tidy, practical, and successful farmer. 
He owned about one thousand acres of land. Both himself 
and wife were zealous members of the Christian Church, 
and for more than fifty years they trod the path of life 
happily, hand in hand, together. He died Aug. 1, 1873. Mrs. 
Linton was born in North Carolina in 1802. She died Oct. 9, 
1878. They were honorable and honored people. They lived 
respected and died regretted by all who knew them. This 
tribute to their memory is inserted by their son, William J. 

 

WILLIAM JAMES LINTON 

William James Linton, only son of Silas and Margaret 
Linton, was born in Davidson Co., Tenn., Oct. 22, 1822, on 
the old homestead, on which he now resides. He received a 
common-school education, and by reading much has 
acquired a good practical business education. He resided 
with his parents on the farm until his marriage, Sept. 10, 
1843, to Miss Jarutha Vaughn. They had five children: 
Johnson V. , who married first Miss Rosanna Hughes, and 
after her demise Miss Elizabeth Hughes, and is now a farmer 
in the Fourteenth District; Margaret , who married Nathan 
Greer and resides in Williamson County; Silas , who 
married Miss Kate Anderson and is now a farmer in the 
Fourteenth District; and William J. , Jr., who married Miss 
Mary Givings and now lives on the old Linton homestead. 
All of them are good citizens and are in good circumstances 
in life. 

Mrs. Linton died July 10, 1853. She was a member of the 
Christian Church; was an estimable lady, a pious, 
affectionate mother, and a loving wife, and, dying, left 

behind the rich fragrance of a good Christian character as a 
precious legacy to her children. 

On Dec. 21, 1854, Mr. Linton married his second wife, 
Miss Mary J. Moss, who lived but six months after her 
marriage, dying June 25, 1855. 

Mr. Linton married his third wife, Mrs. E. A. McLemore, 
formerly Miss Hughes, Dec. 24, 1856. She was the widow 
of Daniel J. McLemore, a lawyer who lived in Tyler, Smith 
Co., Texas. At the time of her marriage to Mr. Linton. she 
had one son, Thomas J. , who is now a clerk in Memphis, 
Tenn. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Linton were born six children, three of 
whom—viz., Rose Lee , Sidney H. , and Robert L.  —are 
residing with them. Of the remaining three, Lucy M.  died in 
her eighteenth year, Willie R.  died at the age of fifteen 
years, and Eustace A.  at the age of two years. 

Mrs. Linton is a daughter of Thomas and Lucy M. 
Hughes; was born near Hillsboro', Williamson Co., Tenn., 
Jan. 9, 1832. Her father was a native of North Carolina, born 
in 1805, and settled on West Harpeth, in Williamson 
County, 1808. He married Lucy M. Bond, with whom he has 
lived fifty years. They have had twelve children, only three 
of whom are living,—Eustachia A. , Sidney , who is now a 
farmer in his native county, and Elizabeth P. , who married a 
son of William J. Linton. 

Mr. Linton has a fine valley farm of seven hundred acres. 
He has a beautiful home, with magnificent scenery 
surrounding it; his farm is well watered and in a high state of 
cultivation. Both himself and wife are worthy members of 
the Christian Church. He is liberal in his donations to the 
church, and the poor go not empty-handed away. He was 
formerly a Whig, but of late takes no interest in politics 
further than to cast his vote. 
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NAMES OF PATRONS 

OF DAVIDSON COUNTY HISTORY, WITH PERSONAL STATISTICS. 
 

Atchison, Thomas A., Physician, b. Kentucky, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Allison, Andrew, Lawyer, b. Tennessee, 8. 1865; p. o add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Akers, Albert, Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Atchison, W. A., Physician, b. Kentucky, s. 1875; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Armstrong, W. E., Photographer, b. Kentucky, B. 1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Alley, A. W. V., Coal Dealer, b. Tennessee, 8. 1841; p. n. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Alston, Mrs. Lou W., Young Ladies' Boarding Hall, U. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Ament, Samuel P., Retired, b. Kentucky, s. 1820; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Allen. A. S., Clerk, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Atwell, W. H., Furniture Dealer, b. Virginia, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Anderson, Church, Merchant, U. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Aimison, William, Printer, U France, 8. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Alexander, Allison, Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Adams, A.G. J., p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Achey, P. H., Auctioneer and Commission, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1820; p. 0. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Anable, Joseph, Hackman, b. North Carolina, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Allen, R. M., Stone Mason, 1). Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Anderson, William E., Nurseryman, b. New York, s. 1877; p. o. add. Nashville, Ten 

n. 
Alley, J. M. Marketer, b. Tennessee, 8. 1875; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Andrews, Jim H., Hardware Merchant, U. Tennessee, s. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Allen, W. W., Blacksmith, b. North Carolina, s. 1833; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Andrews, T. M., Lawyer, b. Tennessee. s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Abbey, Isaac S., Physician, b. Mississippi, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Allen, James, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Anthony, George M., Printer, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn,  
Armistead, William B., Jr., Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Anderson, John D., Insurance, b. Missouri, s. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Atkinson, O. S., Saddlery and Harness, U. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Argo, John J., Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s.1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Adams, Nathan, Retired, U. Irelands. 1817; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Anderson, S. R., Merchant, U. Virginia, B. 1825; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Allen, F. M., Carriage Bnilder, b. Virginia, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Adams, Adam Gillespie, Merchant, b. Ireland, s. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Anderson, William F., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Alexander, Toney, Porter, b. South Carolina, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Allen, Charles, Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Armstrong, Fannie, Music Teacher, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Allen, J. H., Manufacturer, b. Indiana, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Adams, Levy, Carpenter and Builder, b. Kentucky, s. 1875; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Alexander, James P., Salesman, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Aurich, Charles E., Farmer, b. New York, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Alford, William, Farmer and Stock Grower, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Alexander, James, Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1855; p. o. add. Station A, Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Abbey, S. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1843. 
Allen, M. F., Superintendent Mechanical Department State Prison, b. Tennessee, s. 

1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Allen, J. B., Foreman of Prison, b. Tennessee, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Adams, J. N., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p.o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Adams, Mrs. M., b. Kentucky, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Acklin, W. E., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ament, Samuel P. 
Alford, N. T., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
Alford, Mrs. M. D., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
Alford, R. C., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1817; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
Allen, James, Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1838. 
Allison, Thomas J., Miller and Farmer, b. Tennessee, 8.1808; p. o. add. Bellevue, 

Tenn. 
Anderson, William, Teacher and Preacher, b. Tennessee, s. 1876; p. o. add. Bellevue, 

Tenn. 
Anderson, Jiro. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Anderson, Thompson, Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Allen, J. C. 
Abernethy, S., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1827; p. o. add. Eaton's Creek.  
Adkisson, J. P., Farmer, U. Virginia, s. 1848; p. o. add. WhitePs Bend, Tenn.  
Brown, Neil S., Lawyer, b. Giles Co., Tenn., s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  

Baxter, Nathaniel, Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1812; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. Baxter, 
Jere, Lawyer, b. Tenn., a. 1852; p. o add. Nashville, Tenn. 

Briggs, W. T., Surgeon, b. Kentucky, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Berry, C. D., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Built, J. R., Physician, h. South Carolina, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bradford, James C., Lawyer, b. Mississippi, s. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brown, J. B., Attorney, Justice of the Peace, and Notary Public, b. Tennessee, s. 

1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Baskette, John H., Attorney, Justice of the Peace, and Notary Public, b. Tennessee, B. 

1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Brien, John D., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, a. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Baker, Edward, Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brien, W. G., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Baldwin, Mrs. V. A., b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bee, Robert, Miller, b. Scotland, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brown, Mrs. Sallie, b. Mississippi, s. 1874; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Black, Mrs. H. P., U. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bruckner, James P., Iron Founder, b. Tennessee, s. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bearden, A. M., Carpenter, U. South Carolina, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bowers, S. H., Carpenter and Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Burr, A. E., Proprietor of Cotton Compress, b. New York, s. 1870; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Burns, James F., Wholesale Liquor Dealer, b. Ireland, a. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Behan, Thomas, Grocer, b. New York, 8.1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Burns, M., Jr., Saddlery and Coachware, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Barnes, J. M., Clerk, b. White County, Tenn., ft. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Byrne, P., Manufacturer of Elevators, Axe-handles, and Spokes, b. Ireland, s. 1868; p. 

o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bishop Brothers,.Carriage Manufacturers, b. Tennessee, a. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Brooks, W. F., Publisher Advertiser, b. Memphis, a. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bland, J. A., Southern Exchange Stables, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Burkhardt, Martin, Merchant, U. Germany, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Braden, John, President Central Tennessee College, U. New York City, s. 1867; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Billings, Jared M., Cigar and News Stand Maxwell House, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. 

o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Broderick, John, Policeman, b. Ireland, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bell, R. F., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1814, p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Baskette, W. H., Real Estate Agent, U. Mississippi, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Bell, T. J., Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bryan, Charles B., Jr., Merchant Book-Keeper, U. Tennessee, s. 1861; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Behne, Albert, Tailor, b. Germany, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bainbridge, J., Farmer and Physician, b. Tennessee, 6. 1856; p. o. add. Ridge Post, 

Tenn. 
Bennett, J. M., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1823; p. o. add. Ashland City, Tenn.  
Banks, D. F., Physician, b. Kentucky, s. 1873; p. o. add. White's Bend, Tenn.  
Baster, D. M., Physician, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Brown, R. D., Engineer, b. Georgia, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Block, William, Scavenger and Fowl Dresser, b. Mississippi, s. 1833; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Bolden, L. B., Shoemaker, b. Tennessee, 9.1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bally, F. B., Janitor Cumberland School, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Barry, H. L., Pastor of Gay Street Christian Church, b. Kentucky, e. 1854; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Brown, James, Editor Herald, b. Ireland, s. I845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bradford, A. B. & H., Grocers, b. Tennessee, 5. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bell, David, Furniture Wagons, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Buchanon, A. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, 5. 1828; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Bondurant, Jacob J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1834. 
Brooks, Professor J. C., Superintendent Jackson County Schools, b. Tennessee, s. 

1849. 
Berry, W. W, Druggist, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Berry, Emma, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bass, John M, Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Burkee, John, Superintendent Nashville Brewing Company, b. Bavaria, 6.1879; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Term. 
Buchanan, S. J., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Branch, Robert W., Clerk, b. Tennessee, a 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
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Bradshaw, J. N., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Barnwell, R. G., Lawyer, b. South Carolina, s. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Baker, Henry, Stone Cutter, b. England, s. 1856; p. 0. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brown; J. K. Polk, Keeper City Work-House, b. Tennessee, 8. 1839; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Baltichroder, F. G., Artist, b. Switzerland, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Byron, A. G., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, a. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Burchett, James P., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Berry, A. L., Lumber Merchant, b. Virginia, s. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Baxter, Edward, Lawyer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Baker, Frank, Painter, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brennon, P. N., Iron Master, b. Ireland, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bany, W. F., Sr., Retired Journalist, b. Baltimore, 5. 1822; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Brown, W. E., Druggist, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brigham, W. S., Cabinet Maker, b. New York, s. 1880; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Buchanan, Samuel, Liveryman, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bayne, Thomas K., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bradford, Alexander B., Fire Insurance, b. Mississippi, a. 1876; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Burch, James S., Commercial Editor Banner, b. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Beaty, W. T., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Boyd, W. S., Capitallst, b. Tennessee, s. 1825; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bland, J. P., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s 1824; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bryan, John W., Breeder Trotting Horses, Gallatin, Twin., b. Mississippi, s. 1850; p. 

o. add. Gallatin, Tenn. 
Brady, Thomas, Farmer, b. Ireland, s. 1865; p. o. add. Gallatin, Tenn.  
Bransford, W. L., Wholesale Merchant. 
Bertheol, Julien E. 
Byington, S. S., Composer of Poetry and Music, b. New York, s. 1876; p. o. add. 

Gallatin, Tenn. 
Bosbyshell, Mrs. S. A., b. Tennessee, s. 1867; p. o. add. Gallatin, Tenn.  
Brown, James W. 
Bell, George G., Printer, b. Tennessee, a. 1856; p. o. add. Gallatin, Tenn. 
Baird, Rev. A. J., Pastor Cumberland Presbyterian Church, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1866; 

p. o. add. Gallatin, Tenn. 
Bailey, Mrs. Sarah A., Boarding, 10 S. Cherry Street, b. Tennessee, s. 1872; p. o. add. 

Gallatin, Tenn. 
Bradford, Mrs. V. A., b. Virginia, s. 1835; p. o. add. Gallatin, Tenn. 
Bayne, M. T., Plumber and Gas-Fitter, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Barnes, Albert, Barber, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Booth, W. L. G., Carpenter, b. Kentucky, a 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brown; Campbell, Breeder of J. T. H. S. Downs and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. 

o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Baines, Henry, Carpenter, b. Prussia, s. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Beaty, Hugh L., Iron Moulder, b. Tennessee; a. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Baxter, Nathaniel, Jr., Banker, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville. Tenn. 
Burnham, J. L., Grocer, b. Maine, s. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Byrne, Clinton, Grocery and Produce, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Bottorff, H. W., Merchant, b. Prussia, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brown, Randall, Real Estate, b. Tennessee, a. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Butler, C. H., Clerk, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Burns, M., Retired, b. Ireland, a. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Blume, F. L., Manufacturing, b. North Carolina, a. 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Brown, R. Weakley, Real Estate, b. Tennessee, s. 1825; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bukouitz, I. R., Professor of Music, b. Italy, s. 1878; p. o. arid. Nashville, Tenn. 
Butterfield, W. C., Insurance Agent, b. Maine, s. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Beefora, J. S., Merchant, b. Tennessee. s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville Tenn.  
Black, S. C., Livery Business, b. Tennessee, a 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brent, C., Grocer, b. Ireland, s. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Blenton, M. L., Railroad Agent, b. Tennessee, a. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Black, George M., Fireman, b. Tennessee, a. 185:1; p. o: add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brown, John T., Joiner, h. Tennessee, a, 1828; p. o. add: Nashville, Tenn.  
Bate, W. B., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bush, W. G., Brickmaker and Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1829; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Bowman, C. A., Druggist, b. Massachusetts, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brown, Joshua, Grocer, b. Kentucky, s. 1824; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brient, Peter, Grocer, b. Tennessee, a. 1820; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Brown, John, Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bransford, Jordan, Pastor of Mt. Zion Church, b. Tennessee, a. 1836; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn.  
Buchanan, Alexander, Pastor of Second Colored Baptist Church, b. Georgia, s. 1821; 

p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Benson, P. H., Boot and Shoemaker, b. Tennessee, a 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Baines, Robert, Shoemaker, b. Tennessee, s. 1828; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Brown, Thomas, Stone-work Contractor, b. Virginia, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Term. 
Boyd, Robert O., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bainbridge, C. M Salesman, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. 0. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bransford, John L., b. Tennessee, a. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bitt, Napoleon H., Plasterer and Cistern Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1864; p o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Brown, C. F., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  

Berry, Mrs. W. W., b. Tennessee, s. 1820; p: o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Barker, Robert, Hack Driver, b. Louisiana, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Banks, Poter, Cook, b. Kentucky, s. 1859; p.o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Brooker, A. J., Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bowen,.Terry, Farmer and Justice of the Peace, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. 

Donelson, Tenn. 
Binns, Mrs. Mary G., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1811; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Buchanan, H. R., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1814; p. n. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Boyd, William, Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Dunelson, Tenn.  
Buchanan, Mrs. S. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1830; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn. 
Blair, John W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Brent, Joseph T., Woodworkman, b. Tennessee, a. 1850; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn. 
Baker, W. D., Farmer and Justice of the Peace, b. Tennessee, a. 1812; p. o. add. 

Donelson, Tenn. 
Blair, S. S., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1829; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.   
Baker, John H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Hermitage, Tenn.  
Bondurant, Edward P., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1836; p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, 

Tenn. 
Barfield, H. N., Farmer, b. Georgia, a. 1874; p. o. add. Glencliff, Tenn.  
Barfield, T. P., Farmer, b. Georgia, a. 1865; p. o. add. Glencliff, Tenn.  
Beauchamp, J. A., Physician Insane Asylum, b. Kentucky, s. 1866; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Bogle, R. M., Dental Surgeon, b. Tennessee, s. 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Burnett, I. G., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1816; p. o. add. Rose Dale, Tenn.  
Burnett, Richard D., Gate-Keeper and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1815; p. o. add. Rose 

Dale, Tenn. 
Bukitt, A. J., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nolensville, Tenn.  
Baker, F. D., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1827; p. o. add. Oneyville, Tenn.  
Bosworth, C., Farmer and Rope-Maker, b. Louisiana, s. 1832; p. o. add. Paragon 

Mills, Tenn. 
Barnes, T. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s 1837; p.o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Black, I. T., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 18:38; p. o. arid. Oneyville, Term.  
Baker, H. C., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn. 
Bigley, E. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Station A, Nashville, Tenn. 
Baker, F. E, Stone and Brick-Mason, b. Tennessee, a. 1829; p. o. add. Station A, 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Baker, J. L., Farmer, b. Indiana, a. 1833; p. o. add. Station A, Nashville, Tenn.  
Bell, J. L., Farmer, b. South Carolina, s. 1843; p.o.ndd. Brentwood Tenn.  
Bell, Mrs. M. A., s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Berry, Mrs. W. W., b. Tennessee, s. 1820; p. o. add. Nashville, Term. 
Battle, L. H., Farmer and Stock Raiser, b. Tennessee, a. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Bowling, P., Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Breeding, John C., Carpenter, b. Kentucky, s: 1874; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Blunkall, W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s.1.829; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn, 
Boyd, W. L., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Beasley, A. J., Farmer and Drayman, b. Tennessee, a. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Brown, J. D., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s.1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Bradford, John, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Brown, E. N., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1871; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Brown, Mrs. E. F., b. Mississippi, s. 1869; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn. 
Brown, M. N., Railroad Agent and Postmaster, b. Tennessee, 8.1843; p. o. add. 

Newsom Station, Tenn. 
Bowman, Robert, Contractor and Builder, b. England, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Brien, Robert C., Book-Keeper and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Term. 
Burgess, Mrs. Mary J., b. Tennessee, s. 1867: p. o add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Banks, H. F., Lawyer, p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Barnett, W. W., Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Barbee, J. W., Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1865; p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Baker, Samuel A., Fruit Grower and Nurseryman, b. Pennsylvania, a. 1862; p. o. add. 

Madison Station, Tenn. 
Bowers, S. C., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1806; p. o. add. Baker's Station, Tenn.  
Bainbridge, E. T., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1875; p. o. add. Baker's Station, Tenn. 
Bainbridge, C. M., p. 0. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Bang, W. T., Sr., p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Campbell, R. A., Cashier Board of Publication of the Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Curry, J. H., Physician and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Chisholm, G., Dentist, b. Alabama, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Chamberlain, James, Lawyer, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville,  Tenn. 
Cook, W. C., Physician and Surgeon, b. Tennessee, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Covington, W. D., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, a. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cobb, S. J., Dentist, b. North Carolina, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cheatham, F. R., Real Estate, b. Tennessee, s. 1824; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Callender, John H., Physician, b. Tennessee, s.1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Campbell, E. R., Clerk United States District Court, b. Tennessee, s. 1862; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Chilton, James A., Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Clark, S. M. D., Bell Academy, Principal Grammar School, Montgomery, b. 

Louisiana, s. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Collins, Mrs. Sue V., Assistant Principal Trimble School, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
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Childress, J. P., Bricklayer, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Corbett, Capt. Dempsey, Retired, b. North Carolina, s.1813; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Cowgill, G. T., Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cockrill, J. G., Lawyer, b. Kentucky, s. 1877; p. o. arid. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cooper, George W., Painter, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Capps, Robert, Blacksmith, b. England, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Chase, Irvine K., Cottons Merchant, b. South Carolina, s. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Carter, J. J., Capitalist, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Callender, Thomas, Real Estate Agent, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Cronen, P. J., Locomotive Engineer, b. Georgia, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Cummings, J. F., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1827; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Crawford, J. J., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Carter, J. N., Policeman, b. De Kalb, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Chapman, James, Carpenter and Builder, b. England, a. 1875; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Couch, George M., Bricklayer, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cox, G., Club-House Porter, b. North Carolina, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tens'. 
Crook, L. D., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, a. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cowan, Robert, Shoemaker, b. Tennessee, x.1866; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Clements, J. S., Printer, b. Tennessee, s...853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cantrell, G. M. D., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cunningham & Floyd, Manufacturers of Walking-canes, a. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Crutchfield, J. M., Contractor and Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1821; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Campbell, W. J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Capps, R. W., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cooper, W. F., Plasterer, b. Michigan, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Term.  
Carsey, T. M., Cotton Dealer, b. Tennessee, a. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cavender, J. C., Huckster, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenet.  
Cunningham, R. L.; Painter; b. Tennessee, a. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Caldwell, Solomon, Waiter Commercial Hotel, b. Alabama, s. 1869; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Creech, James, Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Colton, George R., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Taint. 

Cheatham, Gen. B. F., Farmer, s. 1820; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Campbell, Brookins B., United States Mail Agent, b. Tennessee, a. 1862; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Childress, C., Retired, b. Madison, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Crawford, Francis H., Locomotive Engineer, b. Georgia, s. 1869; p. o. add. Kingston, 

Ga. 
Carter, James W., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cooper, Henry, Lawyer, ex-United States Senator, b. Tennessee, s. 1868; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Carroll, E. M., Captain "Citizens' Gift" Fire Company, No. 3, b. Tennessee, 5. 1848; 

p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Carlin, James, Farmer, b. Wilson County; p. o. add. Pekin, Putnam Co., Tenn.  
Chesnut, S. P., Minister and Editor, b. Kentucky, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Cooney, John, Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Campbell, John Alexander, Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Chisholm, L. C., Dentist, b. Alabama, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cockrill, Mark S., Breeder of Improved Stock, b. Tennessee, x.1838; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Cockrill, James R., Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1833; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Calhoun, George R., Jeweler, b. Ohio, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Cole, E. W., Late President Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, h. Tennessee, s. 

1827; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Claiborne, H. L., Insurance Agent, Notary Public, U. Virginia, s. 1819; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Clark, W. M., Editor, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cooper, James L., Teacher, b. Tennessee, a. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Campbell, John H., Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Cockrill, B. F., Stock Breeder, b. Mississippi, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Clark, W. B., Book-Keeper, b. Alabama, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Childress, E. H., Farmer, b. Alabama, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Childress, L. S., Livery, b. Tennessee. s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Coussens, J. P.; Druggist and Chemist, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Carter, J. W., State Register of Lands, b. Tennessee, e. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Cooper, W. F., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cornelius, W. R., Undertaker, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville Tenn. 
Craighed, F. D., b. Tennessee, s. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Carrick, Samuel P., Shoe Merchant, b. Massachusetts, a. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Camp, A. S., Printer, b. Tennessee, a. 1827; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Combs, N. S., Funeral Undertaker, b. Tennessee, a. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Collier, William C., Merchant, b. Dickson, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Cooper, W. B., Artist, b. Tennessee, s. 1802; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Carroll, Hugh, Book-Keeper, b. South Carolina, a. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Cater, William N., Grocer and Marketer, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Crawford, Walter H., Grocer, b. Georgia, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  

Cheny, Henry S., Upholsterer, b. Tennessee, s.1875; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Clark, Richard, Boot and Shoemaker, b. Georgia, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Clark, C. M., Sawyer, b. Missouri, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Collins, H. W., Engineer, b. Illinois, s. 1835; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Crocket, W. H., Fireman, b. Tennessee, s. 1851, p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Conley, J. W., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cooper, W. N., Grocer, b. Tennessee. s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Cavender, John W., Assistant City Sexton, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Carter, Clay, Boot and Shoe Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Crosthwait, Scott W., Teacher, b. Tennessee, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Crosthwait, David K., Teacher, b. Tennessee, a. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Cartwright, J. A., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Chisholm, L. C. 
Chisholm, G. 
Charlton, James H., Physician, b. Tennessee, 1813; p. o. add. Lavergne, Tenn.  
Cunningham, W. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Criswell, J. G., Wheelwright, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Hermitage, Tenn.  
Callender, John H., Physician, b. Tennessee, a. 1832: p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Clements, C. M., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Rose Dale, Tenn.  
Clements, John M., Merchant and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Rose 

Dale, Tenn. 
Charlton, G. W., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1872; p. o. add. Oneyville, Tenn.  
Chambers, H. S., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Clark, James B. Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn. Currin, 

John P., Locomotive Engineer, b. Ohio, s. 1858. 
Coleman, J. F., Stone Cutter, b. Tennessee, a. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Coleman, James M., Butcher, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Conley, J. W., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn, 
Carter, F. M., Carpenter, b. Mississippi, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Chickering, C. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Compton, Mrs. Felix, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Compton, P. N., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1826; p. o. add. Nashville,. Tenn.  
Compton, Mrs. L. J., Farmer, b. Alabama, s. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Compton, Henry W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1813; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Colton, J. A., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cheatham, W. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1852. 
Carpenter, J. B., Manager of Singer Manufacturing Company’s Office, b. Illinois, s. 

1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Childress, O. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s.1853; p o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Carter, Mrs. Nannie, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1827; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Carter, Mrs. Sally, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Corley, John J., Farmer and Justice of the Peace, b. Tennessee, 8. 1826; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Castleman, C. C., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1828; p. o. add. Stewart's Ferry, Tenn. 
Castleman, Lewis, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1809; p. o. add. Stewart's Ferry, Tenn. 
Clark, A., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Corbett, Eugene, Iron and Hardware, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Caruthers, R., Small Fruits and Farming, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Crittenden, Nannie, Teacher, b. Tennessee, s. 1864; p. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn. 
Chadwel I, R. 
Connell, William, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. ]822; p. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn.  
Coles, J. W., Dairyman, b: Tennessee, a. 1877; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cummings, G. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1840; p. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn. 
Crocker, E. L., p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Carney, E. M. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1812; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Carney, John T., Fat mer, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Carney, Joseph E., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Craig, W. S., Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1843; p. o. add. White's Bend, Tenn.  
Caswell, D. H., Mill Furniture, b. Maine, s. 1868; p o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Casselty, T. D., Justice of the Peace, b. Tennessee, s. 1817; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Cherry, Culler, Nurseryman, b. Ohio, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville Tenn.  
Cuff, John, Laborer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Cloyd, Samuel, Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, El. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cloyd, Mitchell, p. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Caldwell, Jeff, Barber, b. South Carolina, s. 1863. 
Corley, J. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Crowley, Strong, Stone Mason, b. Missouri, s.1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cole, Martin, Porter Commercial Hotel, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Carter, Felix, Transfer Company, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Conner, Ira, Book-Beeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Cabler, C. G., Real Estate, b. Tennessee, a. 1817; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Creighton, A. D., Justice of the Peace, Notary Public, Ranger for Davidson County, 

b. Tennessee, s. 1827; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Crawfo id, J. Y., Dentist, b. Tennessee. s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Canfman, M., River Engineer, b. Tennessee, s. 1812; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Doling, S. A., Recorder of the City of Nashville, b. Tennessee, 8.1867; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Dodd, Thomas L., Lawyer, b. Kentucky, s. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Davis, L. H., Real-Estate and Collection Agent, b., s. 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
De Monbreun, W. R., Real Estate, b. Tennessee, s. 1813; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Dismukes, W. L., Dentist, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
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Drake, E. L., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Davis, W. G., General Agent Louisville and Nashville and Great Southern Railroad, 

b. Tennessee, s. 1835; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
De Lee, Mrs. M. A., Merchant, b. Scotland, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Demoss, Abram L., Lawyer, b5 Tennessee, s. 1830; p o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Dorris, William D., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1820; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Davidson, H. C., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1842; p.o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Dobson, A. D., Artesian Wells, b. North Carolina, s. 1815; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Davidson, Otis E., Inventor, b. Virginia, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Drouillard, J. P., Iron Master, b. Ohio, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Dews, William, Coal, Lime, and Sand Dealer, b. Virginia, s 1830; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Dougherty, W. C., Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Donelson, Samuel, Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Davidson, S. A., Carpenter and Builder, b. Virginia, 8.1844; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Duff, Charles M., House and Ornamental Painter, b. Tennessee, a. 1871; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Dillebay, A. E., Railroad Conductor, b. Tennessee, a. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Devoy, T., Collector First National Bank, b. Ireland, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Dodd, Robert, Barber, 42 Cedar Street, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Decker, Gen. Charles E., The Smallest Man in the World; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Dunn, L. S., b. Tennessee, a. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Demoville, J. F., Wholesale Druggist, b. Virginia, s. 1828; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Dixon, J. W., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Duncan, W. M., Broker, b. Kentucky, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Douglas, Byrd, Commission Merchant, b. Virginia, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Dortch, W. B., Merchant, b. Montgomery City, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville. Tenn. 
Dashiell, John S., Steamboat Captain, b. Maryland, s. 1828; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Dorta, Nat. F., Druggist, and Present Clerk of the Circuit Court, b. Tennessee, s. 

1835; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Dunnevant, W. S., Contractor and Lumber Dealer, b. Virginia, a. 1858; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Davies, F. L, Jeweler, b. Georgia, s.1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
De Hart, J. N., Carpenter and Manufacturer, b. New Jersey, s. 1865; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Dugger, J. H., Manufacturer of Confectionery, h. Tennessee, s. 1875; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Dalton, Martin, Merchant, b. Ireland, a. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Dismukes, John L., Merchant, b. Tennessee, a. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Daniel, Joseph, Landscape Gardener at Capitol, b. France, s. 1866; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Dunivan, Thomas L., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Douglas, Louis, Boot and Shoe Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Davis, S., Fruit Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1373; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Daniels, S. P., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
De Inclamore, Maria, Music Teacher, b. Tennessee, a. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Darr, Joseph, Fanner, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Donelson, Stockley, Farmer, b. Tennessee; p o. add. Hermitage, Tenn.  
Dismukes, Mrs. Elizabeth, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1814; p. o. add. Edgefield 

Junction, Tenn 
Dennison, John V., Farmer and Justice of the Peace, b. Tennessee, x.1844; p. o. add. 

Rosedale, Tenn. 
Dunn, Alfred, Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1818; p. o. add. Nashville, Station A, Tenn. 
Drumright, B. G., Farmer, b. Virginia, s. 1876; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
Douglas, A. H., Farmer, b. Virginia, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Douglas, David, Gardener, b. Scotland, a. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Davidson, S. T., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Dozier, Enoch, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Dungee, James, Champion Watermelon Raiser of the World, on Cockrill's Farm, b. 

Tennessee, a. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Demoss, Edwin C., Farmer and Stock Grower, b. Tennessee, 8. 1854; p. o. add. 

Bellevue, Tenn. 
Dix, William, Market Gardener, b. Kentucky, s. 1838; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Durrett, W. T., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1871; p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Dismukes, W. M., p. o. add. Hendersonville, Tenn. 
Drake, J. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1820; p. o. add. Eaton's Creek, Tenn.  
Dozier, W., Farmer and Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Dozier, D. T., Jr., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Davis, W. D., Physician, b. Tennessee, s.1802; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Davis, M. W, Shoemaker, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Dickinson, George, Miner, b. Tennessee, s. 1829; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Dale, James, Family Groceries, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, 
Tenn. 
Dale, Mrs. Hattie, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Dale, Miss Alice Blanche, b. Tennessee, s. 1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Donelson, W. A., Farmer, b. Berlin, s. 1849; p. u. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Donelson, Capt. Vinet, Salesman, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Dalton, Michael, Merchant, b. Ireland, x.1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  

Dandridge, E. E., Manufacturer of Saddles and Harness, b. Tennessee, s. 1868; p. o. 
add. Nashville, Tenn. 

East, Edward H., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. O. add. Nashville, Tenn. Eve,  
Duncan, Surgeon, b. Georgia, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
East, Addison A., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ewin, J. Overton, Clerk Louisville and Nashville and Great Southern Railroad, b. 

Tennessee, a. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tennessee. 
Elrod, John, Retired, b. Kentucky, B. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Eakin, J. Hill, President City Transfer Company, b. Tennessee, a. 1847; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Erwin, C. B., Merchant, b. Tennessee, a. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Eekelkamp, Bernard, Shoemaker, b. Hanover, a. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Ewing, Z. W., Lawyer, b. Marshall County, s. 1843; p. o. add. Pulaski, Tenn. 
Edwards, John W., Manager of Grand Opera-House, b. Alabama, s. 1850; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Edington, Hugh, Carpenter and Contractor, b. Tennessee, s. 180S; p. o: add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Ewing. Andrew J. (Foreman), Trunk Maker, b. Tennessee, a. 1858; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Eastman, C. H., Clerk County Court, b. New Hampshire, s. 1845; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Ewing, O., Wholesale Hardware Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Edwards, S. W., Railroad Agent, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Eastman, William E., Manufacturer Stationery, b. Washington, D. C., s. 1847; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Ely, Jesse, Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Elliott, Frank P., Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Eves, Robert, Hotel Proprieter, b. Canada West, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Ewing, E. H., Lawyer, s. 1809; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Estleman, William, Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Enloe, T. E., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1874; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Edwards, Alexander S., Merchant, b. Virginia, s. 1848; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn. 
Evans, James M., Physician, b. Tennessee, a 1822; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Edmnndson, Henry, Farmer and Constable, b. Tennessee, s. 1838; p. o. add. 

Glencliff, Tenn. 
Ezell, J. M., Carpenter and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1842; p. o. add. Glencliff, Tenn. 
Ezell, L., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1842; p. o. add. Oncyville, Tenn.  
Edmiston, William, Farmer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Earthman, J. H., Keeper of Insane Department, Davidson County Asylum, b. 

Tennessee, a. 1821; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Enbank, D. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ellis, J. J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. Stewart's Ferry, Tenn.  
Elllis, A. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Stewart's Ferry, Tenn.  
Evans, Charles, Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1857; p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Earthman, William L., Farmer and Justice of the Peace, b. Tennessee, a 1846; p. o. 

add. White's Creek, Tenn. 
Early, F. C., Plasterer, b. Tennessee, a. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Early, J. W., Pastor Bethel Chapel, b. Virginia, s. 1815; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Eakin, T. E., Boot and Shoe Maker, b. South Carolina, a 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Foster, Turner S., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Foster, W. F., Civil Engineer, b. Massachusetts, B. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fall, Alexander, Clerk Louisville and Nashville and Great Southern Railroad, b. 

Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Foster, B. F., Retired, b. Tennessee, s. 1803; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Fitzhugh, B. S., Receiving Agent North Carolina and St. Louis Railroad, b. 

Tennessee, s. 1822; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
French, Mrs. Mary A., b. England, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fuller, Charles L., Secretary and Treasurer South Nashville Street Railway, b. 

Tennessee, a. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Ferguson, J. P., Foreman Wood-shops of Nashville and Decatur Division, Louisville 

and Nashville and Great Southern Railroad, b. Virginia, s. 1842; p. o. add. 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Fuller, George T., Shoe Manufacturer, b. Massachnsetts, a. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Foster, Will. L., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1820; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Fisher, Jo. W. Manager Western Union Telegraph Company, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; 

p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Foster, A. E., Clerk, b. Tennessee, a 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Fields, S. H., Policeman, b. Hartsville, a. 1832; p. c). add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fulghum, John W., Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville,Tenn. 
Frensley, Thomas, Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1824; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Foster, J. E., Cooper, b. Tennessee, s. 1835; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Fisher, Charles D., Cooper, b. Boston, a. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fnlcher, John W., Manufacturer of Chewing-Gum and Butter-Scotch, b. Virginia, s. 

1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fox, T. A., Carpenter and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Ferris, John C., County Court Judge, b. Tennessee, s.1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Flippen, T. D., General Book-Keeper North Carolina and St. Louis Railroad, b. 

Tennessee, a. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fergusson, James, Constable, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Fechan, P. A., Bishop of Nashville, b. Ireland, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Freeman, L. M., Fireman, b. New Jersey, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Frith, J. H., Merchant Groceries, b. North Carolina, a 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
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Freeman, L. R., Merchant, b. New York, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fite, L. B., Jr., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Fite, L. B, Sr., Merchant, b. Kentucky, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ford, P. A., Laborer, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fisher, Alexander A., Principal Tenth District School, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fryar,.T. F., Physician, b. Kentucky, a. 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ford, H. W., Broker and Commission Merchant; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Fanning, Mrs. C., b. England, s. 1840; p. o. add. Glen Cliff, Tenn. 
Fanning, A. J., Farmer, b: Alabama, s. 1836; p. o. add. Glen Cliff, Tenn.  
Fields, James W., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Frazier, Thomas N., Lawyer and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Fitz Gibbons, Edmund, Fireman Tennessee Insane Asylum, b. Ireland, s. 1852; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fly, James W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Glencliff, Tenn.  
Foster, H. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1825; p. o. add. Rosedale, Tenn.  
Fuqua, Joshua, Miller, b. Tennessee, s. 1828; p. o. add. Glencliff, Tenn.  
Ford, H. W., & Co., Merchants; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fowler, Mrs. M. R., b. Indian Territory, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville. Tenn.  
Forbes, D., Physician, b. Maine, s. 1875; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Frazier, F. H., Section Boss Northwestern Railroad, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. 

Bellevue, Tenn. 
Fleming, B. F., Market Gardener, b. Ohio, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Fleming, Benjamin F., Sr., General Accountant, S. Ohio, 8.I841; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Fuzzell, J. Overton, Farmer and Stock Raiser, b. Ohio, s. 1819; p. o. add. Madison 

Station, Tenn. 
Ford, W. R. and A. B., Farmers, b. Virginia, s. 1845; p. o. add. Madison Station, 

Tenn. 
Fletcher, P., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1818; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ferrell, W. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn.  
Ford, J. M., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1872; p. o. add. White's Bend, Tenn. 
Fulcher, Joseph W., Medical Student, b. Virginia, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
French, H. S., Retired Merchant, b. Ohio, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Fite,. Thomas D., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Fite, John A., Lawyer; p. o. add. Carthage, Tenn. 
Feustel, Albin, Saloon Keeper, b. Germany, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Fuller, Eben, Boots and Shoes, b. Massachusetts, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fellis, Francis, Wood, Coal, and Lumber Dealer, b. New York, a. 1862; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Fowler, John P., Plasterer, b. Tennessee, a. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Freeman, Oscar, Trunk Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Fowler, J. K., Plasterer, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Glenn, W. F., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gannaway, Edward, Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1877; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Gamble, Tip., Attorney-at-Law, b. Georgia, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gaut, John M., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gaut, John C., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Green, E. S., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, a 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gault, John W., Commercial Traveler, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Green, J. Walker, Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, a. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Greenfield, R. K., Banker, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Greenfield, Robert W., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 18;9; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gartland, Thomas, Florist and Landscape Gardener, b. Ireland, s. 1853; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Griffin, Henry, Carpenter and Builder, b. Virginia, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Gregory, Charles E., Book-Keeper, b. New York, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gilbert, John V., Manager of Gilbert SistersP Dramatic Troupe, b. Virginia, s. 1839; 

p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gwyn, J. A., Miller, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Greer, B. K., Plasterer, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gower, O. C., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gammon, George W., Hotel Waiter, b. North Carolina, s. 11361; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Grizzard, Erasmus, Barber, b. Tennessee, s. 1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Goodwin, W. G., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1838; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. Groff, 

James G., Cooper, b. Ohio, s. 1877; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gresham, William J., Wagon Maker, b. Tennessee, a. 1874; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Goldberg, A. L., Lumber Dealer, b. Kentucky, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gwinner, John, Tailor, b. Germany. s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Griffith, David, Steamboat Man, b. Tennessee, 8. 1822; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gillian, W. H., House Builder and Contractor, 1). Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Glasgow, W. T., Manager Empire Coal Mining Co., b. Tennessee, a. 1840; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Term. 
Guwdey, James F., Salesman, b. Tennessee, a. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Grant, J. F., Physician, b. Lincoln County, s. 1880; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gee, J. W., Livery, b. Davidson County, s. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Goodbar, A. J., Wholesale Hats, b. Tennessee, a. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Glusgow, W. F., Coal Merchant, b. Tennessee, a. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Green, Richard, Merchant Tailor, b. Scotland, a. 1876; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 

Garretson, William, Publisher, b. New Jersey, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gower, E. E., Contractor and Builder, b. Tennessee. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Goodman, Frank, Principal Goodman's Business College, b. Ohio, s. 1874; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Gardner, R. H., Maxwell House, b. Tennessee, s. 1828; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gibson, J., Miller, b. North Carolina, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gennett, Andrew, Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gale, W. D., Insurance Agent, b. Mississippi, s.1833; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gordon, Jon. C., Commission Merchant (Cotton and Tobacco), b. Tennessee, s. 1867; 

p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Green, James, Master Mechanic, b. Tennessee, s..1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gray, C. F., Men's Furnishing Goods, b. Tennessee, a. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Guild, Joseph C., Lawyer, b. Virginia, s. 1806; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Greener, John G., Druggist, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gray, William S., Druggist, b. Kentucky, a. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Term.  
Gardner, G. N., Livery Stable, b. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gordon, R. H., Druggist, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Groomes, R. H., Funeral Undertaker, b. Virginia, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gleaves, James T., Farmer, and Miller, b. Tennessee, s. 1822; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Green, Frank W., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Groomes, R. H., Undertaker, b. Virginia, s. 1822; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Goodlett. M. C., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1819; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Griffin, Mrs. N. K., b.. Tennessee, s. ]843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gipson, H. C., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Griswold, Thomas H., Marketer, b. South Carolina, s. 1865; p. o. add Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Gee, L. J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gordon, L. A., Laborer, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gillam, T. M., Mechanic, b. Ohio, s. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Green, H. M., Railroad Conductor, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Baker's Station, 

Tenn. 
Goodlett, M. C., Lawyer, p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gilbreth, Jiro. A., Machinist, b. Alabama, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Grundy, Allce, b. Tennessee, a. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Grantland, H. W., Wholesale Grocer and Cotton Factory, b. Alabama, 1876; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Griggs, J. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gillem, L. P., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1866; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Goodlett, Alfonzo G., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Griggs, Richard D., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nolensville, Tenn.  
Gowen, Mrs. Amanda M., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1819; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gleves, James T., Sr., Farmer and Miller, b. Tennessee, s.1822. 
Garner, B. M., Wagon Maker and Carpenter, b. Tennessee, a. 1814; p. o. add. 

Glencliff, Tenn. 
Gray, Henry, Florist T. I. Asylum, b. England, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Garrett; W. R., Professor of Mathematics M. B. Academy, b. Virginia, a. 1875; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gower, J. W., Pressman, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Grinstead, A. P., Physician, b. Virginia, s. 1836; p. o. add. Oneyville; Tenn.  
Griggs, T. K., Farmer, b. Georgia, s. 1822; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Goodwin, W. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1825; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Gaines, J. W., Physician and Farmer, b. Kentucky; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn. 
Gaines, T. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Lime Kiln, Tenn.  
Goodrich, John, Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Lime Kiln, Tenn.  
Griffin, Mrs. N. K., b. Tennessee, s. 1843;.. p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gifford, Mrs. G. W., b. Tennessee, s. 1880;. p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Green, W. M., p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gordon, W. H., Retired Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1822; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Gardner, James, Farmer, b, Tennessee, a. 1879; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
Gardner, M. M., Farmer and Stock Breeder, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Greer, Mrs. L. P., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1821; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Greer, Jo. S., Farmer and Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn. 
Greer, John T., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn. 
Greer, Mrs. L. J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1867; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Gerrard, W. H., Ex-Steamboat Captain, b. Nova Scotia, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Gerrard, Mrs. Sarah B. S., b. Tennessee, a. 1835; p o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Graves, D. S., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1829; p. o. add. Madison Station, Tenn.  
Garrett, W. H. and E. C., Farmers, b. Tennessee, s. 1853 and 1857; p. o. add. 

Goodlettsville, Tenn. 
Graves, Nellle H., b. Tennessee, a. 1853; p. o. add. Madison Station, Tenn.  
Green, R. M., p. o. add. BakerPs Station, Tenn. 
Grizzard, H. W., p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Galbreath, J. H., p. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn. 
Graves, Joseph E., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a 1844; p. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn.  
Green, F. M., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1861; p. o. add. White's Creek; Tenn.  
Green, Samuel, Constable, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Tennessee. 
Galahan, John, Farmer and Carpenter, b. Kentucky, a. 1823; p. o. add. Ashland City, 

Tenn. 
Gallagher, W. I., Clerk, b. Georgia, s. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Green, Bedford, Clergyman, b. Tennessee, s 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gowdy, C. C., Constable, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Gadsey, John E., Engineer, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
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Goll, F., Boot and Shoe Manufacturer, s. 185:5; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Goodrich, C. W., Carpenter and Contractor, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add.  

Nashville, Tenn. 
Goodlett, R. D., Merchant, b. Kentucky, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Guill, Gardner, Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hord, Deu. M., Publisher Rural Sun. 
Horton, J. W., Jr., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, x.1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hoyt, T. A., Pastor First Presbyterian Church, b. South Carolina, s. 1873; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Hunt, George C., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1876; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Harrison. Horace H., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1829; p. o. add. Nash, ville, 

Tenn. 
Howell, Morton B., Attorney-at-Law, b. Virginia, s. 1835; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Harding, J. M., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hughes, James S., Real Estate, b. Tennessee, a. 1827; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harris, J. E., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Houston, Joseph D., Merchant, b. Louisiana, a. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hurley, A. H., Produce and Commission, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Haden, C. W., Book-Keeper Nashville Warehouse, b. Tennessee, s. 1800; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Harman, Richard, Engineer Cotton Compress Company, b. Tennessee, s. 1836; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Haley, Mrs. T. W., b. Tennessee, a. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Halley, Robert A., Teacher, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hood, Z. T., Policeman, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Horn, Joseph, Painter, b. Tennessee, s. 1826; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hobson, T. K., Policeman, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Halley, Robert H., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harrison, Samuel M., Local Inspector Steam Vessels, b. Ohio, s. 1839; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Hawkins, J. M., Lumber Dealer, b. Virginia, s.18:19; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Heuser, J. J., Grocer and Wholesale Beer Dealer, b. Germany, 6. 1861; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Hedrick, P. L., Carpenter and Builder, b. Ohio, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hess, John, J., Saloon, b. Ohio, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hamilton, A., Capitallst, b. Ireland; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hollister, C. L., Saloon, b. New York, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hooper, George, Head Porter Maxwell House, b. Nashville, s. 1835; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Hill, J. D., Journalist, b. Tennessee, 8. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harris, Hooper, Farmer, b. Tennessee, 6.1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Halley, W. H., Pattern Maker, b. Virginia, s. 1828; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Houchins, A. J., Patent Roofing, b. Virginia, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harrison, T. B., Steamboat Captain, b. Tennessee, a. 1816; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Haley, A. S., Farmer, b. Virginia, s. 1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hasse, A. F., Gunsmith, b. Prussia, s. 1859; p. o. ad& Nashville, Tenn.  
Hoffman, Paul, Clerk, b. Germany, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hyman, G. N., Box Maker, b. Virginia, s. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hall, J. R., Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Haynie, James, Contractor and Builder, b. Tennessee, s.1818; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Hight, George W., Clothier, b. Tennessee, 8. 1852; p. o add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harman, Thomas M.; Steamboat Captain and Pilot, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Haile, M. V. B., Printer, b. Tennessee, s. 1825; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hewit, W. J., Merchant, b. Ohio, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harper, J. T., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, a. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hughes, David, Hardware Merchant, b. Tennessee, a. 1825; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Hogan, Alexander, Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Horn, A. R., Painter, b. North Carolina, a. 1841; p. a. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hawkins, Thomas J., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Harrison, Bob, Porter Maxwell House, b. Alabama, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Hamm, C. C., Stone Cutter, b. Long Island, s. 1855: p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hayes, N. C., Salesman, b. Tennessee, s. 1874; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hill, Edward, Cook, b. Alabama, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hogan, R. K., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Head, J. W., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hunter, John, Barber, b. Tennessee, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Horsier, Henry, Hack Driver, b. Tennessee, 8.1835; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hogan, H. B., Coal and Wood Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Hughes, Wirt, Attorney-at-Law, D. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. and. Tenn. 
Hardcastle, G., Salesman, n. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Houston, Alexander, Cook, b. North Carolina, s. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Herstem, Jacob, Photographer, b. Germany, s. 1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hill, P. J, Carpenter, b. Alabama, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hurd, James, Grocer, b. Georgia, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Horn, W. P., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hogle, Charles, Locomotive Engineer, b. Ohio, 8. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hartung, John, Showcase Maker, Picture Framer, and Fancy Wood Work, b. 

Germany, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hughes, John, Boot and Shoe, U. Virginia, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Halley, James Harvey, Journalist, b. Tennessee, a. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 

Hubbell, W. B., Trunk Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashvil le, Tenn.  
Hill, W. J., Book-Keeper with Thomas Nolan, Lime Manufacturer, b. Alabama, s. 

1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
House, George W., Methodist. Minister Tennessee Conference, U. Tennessee, s. 

1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hodge, Thomas, Barber, U. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hooper, H. V., Wholesale Bookstore, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Hall, F. S., Physician and Merchant, b. Tennessee, s.1857; p. o. add. Nashville Tenn. 
Hollins, R. S., Sr., Wholesale Shoes, b. Virginia, s. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hensley, Henry C., Pork Packer, b. Kentucky, s. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hillman, C. E., Wholesale Iron and Hardware, b. New Jersey, s. 1837; p. o. add, 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Hute, J. W., Minister of the Gospel, b. Now York, R. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Hoskins, W. E., R. R. N. C. & St. L, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Holman, W. D., Carpenter and Builder, U. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Heniker, H. J., Wholesale Confectioner, b. Illinois, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville. 

Tenn. 
Heverin, Hugh, Stone Cutter, b. Ireland, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Herrin, Thomas, Farmer, b. Tennessee, 8. 1816; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn,  
Hobson, George, Clerk, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Howell, R. H., Manufactnring Stationery, b. Tennessee, 8. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Huntington, H. H., Clothing and Gents' Furnishing, b. Connecticnt, s. 1862 p. o. add. 

Nashville, Teal. 
Hawkins, D. F., Druggist, b. Tennessee, 8. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Ain.  
Hosse, Charles, Saddle and Harness Manufacturer, b. Prussia, s. 1852; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Hickman, James, Real Estate, U. Tennessee, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Henderson, M., Plnmber, b. Scotland, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harding, W. P., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1822; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hill, J. W., Minister of the Gospel, b. Tennessee, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville. Tenn. 
Halton, Mrs. S. K., State Librarian, b. Alabama, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Halloran, M., Grocery Merchant, b. Ireland, 8. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hickman, Jno. P., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hamner, H. H., Livery and Stock Dealer, b. New York, s. 1847; p.o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Hadley, J. F., Sick Nurse, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hydinger, W. H., Butcher, b. Virginia, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hendershott, G. W., Proprietor Thornton's English Liver and Blood Purifier, b. Ohio, 

s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hnghes, George D., Teacher, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harris, Temple O., b. Virginia, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hart, Mrs. E. Lanra, b. Tennessee, s. 1874; p o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Horton, J. W., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1826; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Heiss, I. B., Cooper, b. Tennessee, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hopkins, Edward, Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Holdin, James, Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hord, A.. L., Cabinet Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hopkins, John, Shoemaker, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hobbs, Jennie Hill, Teacher in Powers Seminary, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Henderson, J. H., Miller, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harding, Lucy, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Humphrey, L. M., Boot and Shoe Maker, b. Georgia, 8. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Harsh, George, Hackman, b. Tennessee, s. 185.5; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harris, N. C., Shoe Salesman, U. Tennessee, 8.1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tea..  
Hollowell, Frank, Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1867; p. 0. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hamilton, N. B., Real Estate Street Corner Cart, b. Tennessee, s. 1817; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Hutchinson, J. H., Brick Contractor, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Harding, John, Farmer, U. Tennessee, s. 1831, p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harris, Temple O., Jr., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1841, p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hagar, Anderson, Farmer and Preacher, U. Tennessee, s. 1826; p. o. add. Donelson, 

Tenn. 
Hadley, R. L., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Hadley, John L., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1819; p.o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Hofletter, Joseph, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1835; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Hays, Anderson S., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1811; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Hays, John, Farmer, U. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Hermitage, Tenn.  
Hagar, W. E., Farmer, U. Tennessee, s. 1822; p. o. add.  
Hermitage, Tenn.  
Hays, N. S., Farmer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn.  
Harwood, James A., Farmer and Fruit Grower, b. Tennessee, s. 1811; p. o. add. 

Rosedale, Tenn. 
Harwood, Cephas, Farmer and Fruit Grower, b. Tennessee, s. 1867; p. o. add. 

Rosedale, Tenn. 
Harwood, Charles B., Farmer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Rosedale, Tenn.  
Harwood, A. M., Farmer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. R Tenn. 
Hardy, T. G., Farmer and Mechanic, b. Virginia, s. 1823; p. o. add. Rosedale, Tenn. 
Harris, T. F., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p.o. add. Rosedale, Tenn. 
Hill, H. B., Physician and Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1865; p. o. add. Oneyville, Tenn. 
Hamilton, A. J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Station A, Nashville, Tenn. 
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Holt, Thomas I., Farmer, b. Tennessee, 8. 1861; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Hogan, Mrs. G. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1831; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
Hadly, D. P.; Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1825; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn. 
Hill, R. H., Farmer and Justice of Peace, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Paragon 

Mills, Tenn. 
Holt, W. T., Farmer and Stock Raiser, U. Tennessee, s. 1861. 
Harris, Mrs. Benjamin D., b. North Carolina, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hamilton, James W., Merchant and Farmer, b. Ohio, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Hobson, N. F., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Glen Cliff, Tenn.  
Horton, Joseph W., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1826; p.o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hogan, Louis P., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hart, E. Laura, b. Tennessee, s. 1874; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Halbert, Mrs. C. W., b. Tennessee, s. 1835; p.o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hayes, Henry M., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harding, N. D., Farmer, I,. Tennessee, s.1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hill, Alexander, Farmer, U. Tennessee, s. 1809; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hunt, H. D., Farmer, h. Tennessee, a. 1813; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hunt, W. L., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hooberry, John W., Clerk, U. Tennessee, s. 1840: p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hooper, C. S., Farmer, U. Tennessee, s. 1344; p. o. add. Pend Creek, Tenn. 
Harding, George H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Bellevne, Tenn.  
Hill, John B., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Hasten, William R., Preacher, b. Virginia, s. 1836; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Hooper, James H., Physician and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1810; p. o. add. Bellevue, 

Tenn. 
Howe, John, Farmer and Stock Grower, b. North Carolina, s. 1816; p. o. add. 

Bellevue, Tenn. 
Hows, Sterling M., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Newsom Station, Tenn. 
Hutton, William C., Physician, U. Tennessee, s. 1875; p.o. add. Newsom Station, 

Tenn. 
Hutton, John H., Farmer, U. Tennessee, s. 1863; p. o. add. Newsom Station, Tenn. 
Hutton, Mrs. N. L., Farmer, k. Tennessee, s. 1863; p. o. add. Newsom Station, Tenn. 
Hutton, Thomas F., Farmer, h. Tennessee, s. 1877; p. o. add. Newsom Station, Tenn. 
Herrin, Thomas L., Merchant and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Bellevue, 

Tenn. 
Hewgley, C. W., Farmer, b. Virginia, s. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hughs, L. F., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1829; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hurt, J. W., Market Gardener, b. Tennessee, 8. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hudson, W. B., Farmer and Stock Dealer, b. Kentucky, s. 1848; p.o. add. Madison 

Station, Tenn. 
Hall, S. S. & E. E., Farmers and Stock Raisers, U. Tennessee, a. 1838, 1852; p. o. 

add. Madison Station, Tenn. 
Harris, Fannie T., Teacher, U. Tennessee; p. n. add. "Nashville, Tenn. 
Harrison, George W., Farmer, b. Ohio, s. 1838; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hobson, W. M., Farmer, b. Virginia, a. 1822; p. o add. Nashville, Term.  
Hyde, W. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o add. White's Creek, Tenn. 
Hamilton, W. A., Physician, b. Tennessee, 8.1851; p. o. add. Eaton Creek, Tenn.  
Hollingsworth, L. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1838; p. o. add. Eaton's Creek, Tenn. 
Holt, Isaac, Farmer, b. Tennessee. s. 1836; p. o. add. Eaton's Creek, Tenn.  
Hyde, T. I., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hyde, F. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1829; p. o. add. Eaton's Creek, Tenn. 
Howington, J. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. White's Bend, Tenn. 
Horn, W. L., Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, a. 1829; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hancock, E., New Era Mills, b. Tennessee, s. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hyde, N. B., First National Bank, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Humphrey, J. P., Fanner, b Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hurley, W. P., Produce Merchant, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harris, Peter, Jr., Clerk, b. England, s. 1875; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hill, Henry, Carpenter, b. Virginia, a. 1817; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Harris, Thomas, Farmer and Marketer, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Harris, T., Evangelist, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hide, John H., Book-Keeper Comptroller's Office, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Hightower, Thomas, Variety Store, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hays, James E., Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1857;p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hays, C. B., Shipping and Receiving Clerk, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Hays, D. W., Clergyman, b. Tennessee, a. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hays, Lewis, Shoemaker, b. Tennessee, s. 1829; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Harris, Charles, Barber, b. Tennessee, a. 1823; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Horton, Savana, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hawkins, Albert, Boot and Shoe Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Hampton, B. G., Physician, b. North Carollna, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hite, J. C., Contractor and Builder, b. Tennessee, a. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hodge, Thomas G., Prescriptionist, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Hasslock, H. A., Journalist, b. Missouri, a. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hodges, Charles, Journalist, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Hicks, D. B., Farmer, Ice and Coal Dealer, b. North Carolina, s. 1823; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Hoffman, A. J., Butcher, b. Tennessee, x.1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Henderson, George A., Book-Keeper; b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Jones, W. P., Physician and Postmaster at Nashville; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 

Johnston, Daniel A., Watchmaker and Jeweler, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Jackson, W. C., Cotton Merchant, b. Missouri, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Jolly, J. W., Jr., Carpenter, b. Kentucky, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Johnson, Joseph A., Switchman Louisville and Nashville Railroad, b. Tennessee, a. 

1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Jones, E. C., Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1856;, p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Johnson, Bailey, Steamboat Captain and Pilot, b. Tennessee, a. 1818; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Jennings, J. G., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Jones, R. L., Journalist, b. North Carolina, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Jennings, J. G., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Jamison, Monroe, Farmer and Stock Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1876; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Jenkins, Mrs. M., b. Tennessee, s. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Jenkins, Alfred, Trunkmaker, b. Tennessee, s. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Jackson, James A., Chorister of Christ Church, b. England, s. 1851; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Jenkins, J. S., Wholesale and Retail Druggist, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Jones, M. P., Clerk, b. Virginia, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Jones, Pryor, Bookbinder, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Jones, Edw. S.; Hull Inspector of Steam Vessels, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1865; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Joseph, B. M., b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Jones, Edgar, Banker, b. Mississippi, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Jackson, W. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Jones, Y. B., Freight Agent North Carolina and St. Louis Railroad, b. Virginia, s. 

1838; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Jordan, J. N., Salesman, b. Tennessee, s. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Jennings, Robert W., Wholesale Hats, b. South Carolina, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Jones, J. P., Grocery, b. Tennessee, 8. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Johnson, George William, Liquor Dealer, b. Ohio, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Jackson, Andrew, Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1836; p. o. add. Hermitage, Tenn. 
Jungermann, J., Merchant, b. Germany, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Johnson, A. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Johnson, D. R., Insurance, b. Ireland, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Johnson, J. W., Grocer, b. Ireland, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Jackson, Susan, Dressmaker, b. Kentucky, 8. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Jones, Henry P., Gardener, b. Tennessee, a. 1864; p. 0. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Jones, J. H., Farmer, b. Virginia, s. 1835; p. o. add. Rosedale, Tenn. 
Johnson, Tim.. Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1840. 
Jones, J. A., Bricklayer, b. Tennessee, s. 1861; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Johnson, A. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s.1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Term.  
Johnson, D. R., Insurance, b. Ireland, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Jennett, H. P., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s.1844; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Johnson, A. W., Retired Merchant, b. New Hampshire, a. 1802; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Johnson, W. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1824; p. o. add. Madison Station, Tenn.  
Johns, W. N., Equitable Fire Insurance Company, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Jordan, J. H., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1838; p. o. add. Eaton Creek, Tenn.  
Jones, B. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, x.1823; p. o. add. Eaton Creek, Tenn.  
James, D. D., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1819; p. o. add. Eaton Creek, Tenn.  
Jamison, James M., Physician, h. Tennessee. s.1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Johnson, R. J., Huckster, b. Virginia, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Johnson, G. W., Liquor Dealer, b. Ohio, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Jones, Thompson H., Dealer in Furniture and Agricultural Implements, b. Kentucky, 

s. 1866; p. 0. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
James, Volney, Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Joslin, A. A., Surveyor and Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Johnson, C. G., Carpenter and Contractor, b. Virginia, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Kelsea, William, Stereotyper, b. Massachusetts, a. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Kuhn, Casper B., Book-Keeper, b.Germany, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kinnaird, Percy, Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. 0. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kidd, W. A., Conductor Louisville and Nashville Railroad, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. 

o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
King, G. W., Nursery, b. New York City, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
King, John, Bricklayer, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
King, Benjamin F., Carpenter and Joiner, b. Teneessee,s.1856; p.o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
King, J. B., Carpenter and Joiner, U. Mississippi, a. 1865: p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Kelly, P. S., Veterinary Surgeon, b. Ireland, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kennedy, Lawrence F., Real Estate, b. Ireland, a. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Kinney, D. C., Pilot, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Kirby, John L., Journalist and Printer, b. Tennessee, a. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Keeble, S. W., Magistrate, b. Tennessee, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kile, James, Driver "Citizens' Gift" Fire Company, No 3, b. Tennessee, 8.1842; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Kleiser, Henry, Manufacturer Show Cases and Cabinet Maker, b. Baden, s.1869; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Kennedy, John C., Clerk, b. Kentucky, s. 1860; p. 9. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kirkman, John, Banker, b. Tennessee, 8. 1813; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
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Keith, Samuel J., Banker, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kellogg, J. A., Hotel Proprietor, b. Ohio, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kline, W. D., Druggist, b. New York, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Keeton, T. J., Builder, b. Virginia, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
King, William, Musician, b. Philadelphia, 8.1851: p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Keesee, F. P., Book-Keeper N. L. Ire Company, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Kennedy, D., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kemp, J. W., Blacksmith, b. Alabama, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kennedy, Willoughby, Barber, b. Louisiana, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kinnie, George A., Farmer, b. Mississippi, a. 1843; p. o. add. Glencliff, Tenn.  
Kelley, Mrs. Kate, Family Groceries,. b. Ireland, a. 1840; p. o. add. Glencliff, Tenn. 
King, Thomas S., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1873; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Kennedy, G. L., Farmer, b. Tennessee, 6.1856; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Kinney, G. W. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1820; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kirkpatrick, John C., Physician, b. Tennessee, a. 1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Knock, Theodore, Fresco Painter, b. Bremen, 8.1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kockerell, M. B., Miller, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kennedy, John L., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Kirtland, Mrs. E., b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lea, John M., Lawyer; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lawrence, John, Attorney-at-Law, b. Ohio, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lindsley, A. V. S., Jr., Reid Estate and Insurance, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Lillard, John B., Medical Books and Instruments, b. Kentucky, s. 1869; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Lusk, A. H., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, a. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lees, Robert B., Dentist, b. New York, a. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lea, Robert B., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, a. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lewis, John, Architect,.b. Wales, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Le Roi, Charles, Printer, b. Canada, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lawrence, Jeff, Stone Mason, b. Tennessee, s 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Locke, J. M., Jr., Trader, b. Kentucky, 8. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lawrence, P. F., Carpenter and Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1835; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Lewis, David, Barber, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lapsley, D. L., Attorney-at-Law, b. Kentucky, 5. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lester, W. D., Assistant Steward Max House, b. Tennessee, s. 1873; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Langsford, Henry, Jr., S. E. Engineer, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Leckey, E. A. J., Baggage Master Louisville and Nashville Railroad, b. New York, s. 

1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lee, Mrs. Annie, b. Ireland, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lanier, George W., Transfer, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lovell, W. T., House Painter,. b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lamb, Charles S., House Painter, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lillard, Albert, Barber, b. Tennessee, s. 1875; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lewis, L. M., b. Wisconsin, s. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lanier, B., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Litton, G. S., Clerk N. and C. Railroad, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Lipscomb, James F., Teacher Edgefield Male Academy, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Laurent, Eugene L., Druggist, b. Prussia, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Longhurst, C. D., Carriage Manufacturer, b. New York, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Longworth, Willlam, Machinist, b. England, a 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lowry, A. E., Musician, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Latimer, J. H., Conductor North Carolina Railroad, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Lipscomb, David, Editor, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Linck, H. C., Merchant, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lanier, Chl., b. Sept. 22, 1806, North Carolina, s. 1808; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Landes, Charles, Porter at Capitol, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lanier, Jefferson, Porter at Capitol, b. Tennessee, s. 1824; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lowry, Peter, President Manual Labor Institution, b. North Carolina, 8. 1828; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn 
Lewis, Richard, Boot and Shoe Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Lightfoot, J. H., Physician, b. Virginia, 5. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lanier, W. H., Merchant, U. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lovell, Charles H., Prescriptionist, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lanier, E. A., Merchant, b. Tennessee, 5. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lesueur, S. J., Plasterer and Cistern Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Livingston, William, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Hermitage, Tenn.  
Lawrence, John M., Physician and Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1825. 
Lane, T. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. Oneyville, Tenn.  
Lane, J. K., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1872; p. o. add. Oneyville, Tenn.  
Lyle, William H. 
Lettas, J. A., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nolensville, Tenn.  
Lester, James, Brick Mason and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Oneyville, 

Tenn. 
Locken, Toney, Book Binder, b. Philadelphia, Pa., s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 

Lawrence, Mrs. William L. B., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Lazenby, B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1820; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lazenby, T. N., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. Linton, J. 

V., Farmer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Linton, William J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1822; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Linton, Silas, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1871; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Linton, Mrs. Kate, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1871; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Linton, Johnson V., Farmer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn. 
Lovell, William Harrison, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1810; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn. 
Lovell, Cerro M., Physician, b. Tennessee, a 1850; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn.  
Love, R. E., Farmer, b. Alabama, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lockart, Mrs. A. Witt, Farmer, b. Virginia, a 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Littan, Isaac, b. Ireland, s. 1818; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Lindsley, Frank, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Laftin, I. G., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lanier, W. I., Keeper Davidson County Asylum, b. Tennessee, s.1831; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Love, N. O., Farmer and Stock Dealer, b. Virginia, s. 1838; p. o. add. Madison 

Station, Tenn. 
Looney, R. T., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn.  
Lindsley, Mrs. N. Lawrence; p. o. add. Lebanon, Tenn. 
Link, J. P. Farmer, b Is. Kentucky, a 1855; p. u. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Lipscomb, D., Jr., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. White's Bend, Tenn. 
Locke, Isaac, Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1822; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Leacher, George, Dealer in Furniture, h. Switzerland, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Leonhard, F. A., Inventor and Dealer in IPicture-Frames, b. Bavaria; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Longinette, Edwin, Journalist, U. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Morrison, Ambrose, Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McAllister, Jno. W., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McFerrin, J. B., Minister of the Gospel, Methodist Episcopal Church South, b. 
Tennessee, s. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Morgan, Henry W., Dentist, U. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McClain, Andrew, Attorney-at-Law, U. Tennessee, s. 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Malone, Thomas H., Lawyer, b. Alabama, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Merritt, Alfred G., Chancellor, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Maney, George, Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Mahoney, Jeremiah, Merchant, b. Ireland, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Metz, H., Clothing Merchant, b. Germany, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Mann, G. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Martin, Jennie, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Martin, Jo. D., Clerk, F. Moulton & Co., 1'. Kentucky, a. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Mickle, J. D., Tobacconist, b. Virginia, s. 1876; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McCool, W. N.; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Moore, H. C. Farmer, b. Tennessee, e. 1846; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
Martin, James F., Lumber Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Martin, J. T., Tobacco and Commission Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Martin, William L., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Massey, Jno., Policeman, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McFall, D. M., Physician, U. Tennessee, s. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Megar, D. T., Stone Mason, U. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McMurray, W. J., Physician; b. Tennessee, s. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Morris, Eli T., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McAllister, M. E., Policeman, b. Virginia, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Matthews, W. P., Produce Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Menefee, A., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Mackey, Albert, Stone Mason, b. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Matthews, J. H., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Milwain, John, Carpenter, b. New York, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Myers, John, Carpenter, b. New York, a. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Martin, William, Pattern Maker, b. Ireland, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Maney, J. D. Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Monahan, James, Merchant, b. Ireland, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Morris, H. B., Grocer, U Tennessee, a 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McCarthey, William M., Merchant, b. Georgia, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McCall, Martin. Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McClaugherty, M. A., Merchant, b. Virginia, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McCarthy, Tim, Farmer, b. Ireland, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McDougal, W. R., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McGuire, Carrel, Painter, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn:  
Moree, J. M., Carpenter, U. South Carolina, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Mangum, Wiley C., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1880; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McNichols, G. A., Painter, U. Kentucky, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Moss, Robert E., Agent Singer Sewing Machine, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
McKinney, William, Barber, b. Tennessee, s. 1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Monroe, Benjamin, Paper Hanger, U. Tennessee, s. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McCandlass, John, Market Gardener, U. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
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Morgan, W. H. T., Farmer, U. Tennessee, s. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McKnight, W. G., Painter, b. Scotland, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Marshall, Gilbert, Nurseryman, b. Tennessee, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Murphy, A. W., Sewing Machine Agent, b. Georgia, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Miller, Robert S. 
Mahoney, M. J., Lawyer. 
May, W. P., Farmer and Stock Raiser, b. Brentwood, Tenn., s. 1841; p. o. add. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
Moore, Robert I., Farmer and Stock Raiser, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Mahon, W. S., Photographer, b.Tennessee, a. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McAlister, J. H., Builder, b. North Carolina, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Miller, H. C., Carpenter, U. Tennessee, a. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Mooney, Thomas A., Stereotyper, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Morrison, Robert A., U. Tennessee, s. 1872; p. n. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Mahan, James, Barber, U. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Mathias, W. J., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, a. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville. Tenn. 
Manly, W. M., Carpenter  and Builder, b. Tennessee, x.1875; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Marbury, Philip IL, Jr., Clerk with George E. Cooper & Co., b. Tennessee, s. 1874; p. 

o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Manly, William M.; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Miller, Mrs. S. J., Boarding House Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1838; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Mitchell, W. H., Wholesale Boots and Shoes, U. Tennessee, s. 1842; p e. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Moore, William, Wholesale Liquor Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
McGavock, John J., Wholesale Implements and Seeds, b. Tennessee, s. 1835; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McAlister, I. A., b. Tennessee, s. 1828; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McKinney, John M., Farmer, b. Virginia, s. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Morrison, P., Contractor and Builder, b. Canada, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Marshal, R. D., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McGavock, D. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1826; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Moulton, Frank, Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McCrory, J. C., b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Marc, Thomas S., Broker, b. Virginia, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Morrow, W., President T. C. and It. R. Co., U. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
McCann, J. R., County Court Clerk, U. Virginia, s. 1829; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McClure, James A., Music and Pianos, b. Virginia, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
McAlister, W. K., Jr., City Attorney of Nashville, b. Tennessee, s. 3850; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Maney, T. H., Grocer, U. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Maddin, Thomas L., Physician, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville; Tenn. 
Maddin, John W., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Mailing, R. H., Teacher, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Maney, F. C., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Mitchell, Charles, Jr., Bakery and Confectionery, U. Scotland, s. 1859; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Macey, Silas N., Hardware, b. Tennessee, a. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Manlove, P. H., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 18:38; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Murrey, J. B., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Manlove, John H., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
McNairy, A. D., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Mayo, William D., Druggist and Prescriptionist, b. Tennessee, s.1850; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Morton, A. B., Druggist, b. Tennessee, a 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Morgan, E. W., Salesman, b. Virginia, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Merrill, J., Tinner, b. Tennessee, s. 1876; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Maney, N. C., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Moore, R. G., Grocer, b. North Carolina, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Miller, Ed. H., Manufacturer of Mattresses and Spring-Beds, b. Tennessee, s. 1842; p. 

o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Mooney, T. J., Plumber, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Menees, J. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1828; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Merry, L. G., Clergyman, b. Kentucky, s.1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Morrison, J. C., Dental Depot, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Morton, John W., Fruit and Vegetables, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Moore, James Q. 
Morgan, Irby, Jr., Dry Goods and Notions, b. Tennessee, s 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Munroe, W. T., Carpenter, b. Virginia, s. 1838; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Mallory, Patrick H., Boiler Riveter, b. Massachusetts, a 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Moran, John, Grocer, U. Ireland, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tent,.  
Moffitt, A. C., Painter, b. Kentucky, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
MacPherson, John, Minister Central Presbyterian Church, U. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. 

o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Moores, Alexander, Boot and Shoe Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p.o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 

Mulligan, Burton, Expressman, b. Mississippi, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McFall, Moses, Expressman, b. South Carolina, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McMunery, John H., Druggist, b. Tennessee, a. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Morrison, James, Book-Keeper, b. Ireland, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Morrison, Mrs. Emily, b. Ohio, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Malone, Michael, Lawyer, b. Alabama, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. Merrett, 

A. L. 
McClendon, Dennis, Farmer and Preacher, b. Tennessee, s.1827; p. o. add. Donelson, 

Tenn. 
McMurry, M. W., Clerk, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Meadows, A. J., Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Meadows, H. B., Farmer and Engineer, b. Kentucky, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn.  
Meadows, Braxton C., Farmer and Mechanic, b. Kentucky, s. 1870; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
McGavock, David H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, e. 1826; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Martin, M. A., Merchant, b. Kentucky, 5.1560; p. o. add. Hermitage, Tenn.  
Morris, J. T., Farmer, lo. Tennessee, s. 1838; p. o. add. Hermitage, Tenn.  
Melvin, John W., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 3860; p. o. add. Hermitage, Tenn.  
Matlock, William S., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Glen Cliff, Tenn. 
Morgan, Calvin, Miller and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Minton, John H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. o. add. Oneyville, Tenn.  
Malone, Thomas L., Fainter, h. Tennessee, s. 1831; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
McFerlin, Mrs. Serena S., b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn. 
McKee, P. J., Merchant, b. Ireland; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McLean, C. A., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Miller, M. N., Engineer Vanderbilt University, b. Ohio, s.1869; p. o. add. Nashvil le, 

Tenn. 
Murrey, T. P., Minister, b. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McIntyre, Daniel, Floriculturist, b. Scotland, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Moore, W. H., Tinner and Coppersmith, U. North Carolina, s. 1803; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Moore, John H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Moore, Mrs. Ellen, b. England, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McCall, Martin, p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McCall, John S., Clerk, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McPherson, John, p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McClanahan, W. B., Fanner, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McClanahan, Miss Nellie, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.   
McCroy, Thomas, Farmer, U. Tennessee, s.'1790; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
Mayfield, George, Farmer, U. Tennessee, x.1838; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
Mayfield, Mrs.M. E., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 184?; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn. 
Morgan, George, Farmer; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn. 
Morgan, Mrs. J. W., Partner, I,. Tennessee, a 1855; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn. 
Marlin, George E., Farmer, U. Tennessee, s.1852; p. o. add. Beachville, Tenn.  
Marshall, James, Preacher, b. Tennessee, a 1812; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McQueen, Alexander, Wagon Maker and Partner, b. Scotland, s. 1859; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
McIntosh, William, Farmer, b. North Carolina, a. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Merrier, F. S., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Moore, T. E., Deputy Sheriff, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Menees, Robert, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Madison Station, Tenn. 
Menees, J., p. o. add. Madison Station, Tenn. 
McIntosh, F. M., Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1829; p. o. add. Madison Station, Tenn. 
Mathes, A. R., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; P. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn.  
Moorman, C. W., Farmer, b. Virginia, s. 1824; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Marshall, R. D., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a 1853. 
Manlove, C. H., Farmer, I): Virginia, a. 1848. 
Mayo, J. M., p. o. add. White's Creek, Tenn. 
Miller, T. Charles, Farmer, b. Illinois, a. 1864; p. o. add. White's Creek, Tenn.  
McCool, W. N., Justice of the Peace, b. Tennessee, s. 1838; p. o. add. Eaton's Creek, 

Tenn. 
Morgan, W. N., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1843; p. o. add. Eaton's Creek, Tenn.  
Manlove, B. F., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. White's Creek, Tenn. 
McGavock, Andrew, Grocer, U. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Merry, N. L., Clergyman, b. Tennessee, s. 1826; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McGavock, Nelson, Clergyman, b. Tennessee, s. 18.24; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Merritt, T. I., Wall Paper and Notions, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Maney, Kit, Blacksmith, b. Georgia, a.1835; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Martin, Crawford, Boot acid Shoe Maker, b. Georgia, a. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
McCaslin, Henry, Sheet Iron and Copper, b. Pennsylvania; p.o. add. Nashville Tenn. 
Miller, R. J. G., Journalist, U. Indiana, s. 1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Murphy, S. M., Merchant. 
McCann, John J., Merchant Miller, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville,  Tenn. 
Maddox, William, Stone and Marble Mason, b. Virginia, s. 1865; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
McKimmin, A. J., Dealer in and Trainer of Trotting-Stock, b. Ireland, 5.1832; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McClelland, Edward, Painter, b. Tennessee, s. 1880; p.o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McEwen, James, Fanner and Stock Raiser, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Franklin, Tenn. 
Miller, James, Stone Cutter, b. England, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Moor, A. J., Merchant, b. Tennessee, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McPhail, J. H., Saddle and Harness Maker, b. Canada, 8.1870; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
McClelland, John, Retired, U. Pennsylvania, a 1.845; p.o. add. Nash Ville, Tenn. 
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McGowan, W. T., Printer, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Morris, K. J., Wholesale Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1819; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
McCarthy, B. J., Merchant, b. Georgia, 8.1858; p.o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
McFarland, W. M., Lumber Dealer and Planing-Mill, b. Tennessee, s. 1828.  
Nelson, Anson, City Treasurer, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Nowlin, J. B. W., Physician, b. Virginia, s. 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Nowlin, J. S., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Nichol, Alexander R., Retired, b. Tennessee, x.1814; p.o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Nichol, W. L., Physician, b. Tennessee, s.1828; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Nichol, Bradford, Furniture Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Norvell, George W., Lumber Dealer, b. Virginia, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Nevine, W. C., Tobacco Broker, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tents.  
Nichol, Samuel D., Retired, b. Tennessee, a. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Northern, W. H., Carpenter and Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1829; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Nickel, A., b. Germany, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Napier, Elias W., Liveryman, b. Ohio, s 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Nall, Thomas, Paper Maker, b. England, x.1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Nall, Mrs. Sarah, b. England, s. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Neal, R. H., Tinter, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Nunn, W. G., Plasterer, b. Tennessee, s. 1880; p. o. add. Nashville, Tents.  
Nelson, I. F., Farmer, b. Virginia, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Nicholson, J. C., Hotel Proprietor, b. Tennessee, a. 1838; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Nelson, H. J., Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Nolen, William C., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p.o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Nance, James, Roof Painter, b. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Neal, Samuel, Assistant Janitor Howard School, b. Tennessee, x.1864; p. o.add.  

Nashville, Tenn. 
North, Edmund, Stone Mason, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 

North, Tennessee, Teacher, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Newby, O., Blacksmith and Justice of the Peace, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. 

Donelson, Tenn. 
Nichol, Mrs. Julia M., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1820; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Nichol, H. D., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Nance, William L., Farmer, Tennessee, s. 1817; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Newson, J. J., Nurseryman, b. England, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tents.  
Noel, W. M., Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Norther, R. E., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1829; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Nichol, B.F., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Newsom, Lee, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Newsom, Mrs. E. P., b. Tennessee, s. 1842; p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn. 
Newsom, Joseph M., Saw-Mill, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p.o. add. Newsom Station, 

Tenn. 
Newsom, Samuel F., Farmer and Miller, b. Tennessee, e. 1851; p. o. add. Newsom 

Station, Tenn. 
Nicholson, B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1876; p. o. add. Eaton's Creek, Tenn.  
Noel, H. T., Physician, b. Tennessee, a. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Napier, Elias W., Livery and Sale Stable, b. Ohio, s. 1852; p. o. add.. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Nance, Clement W., Farmer and Civil Engineer, b. Tennessee, s. 1811; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Noel, Edwin T., Miller and Farmer, b. Louisiana, a. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Noel, L. G., M.D., D.D.S., b. Kentucky, a. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Neylan, D. N., Bookseller and Stationer. 
Overall, A. C., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1877; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Osment, J. T., Blacksmith, U. Tennessee, s. 18:36; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ottenville, E., Bottler of Ales and Manufacturer of Mineral Waters, b. France, s. 

1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Owen, A. R., Plasterer, b. Tennessee, s. 1827; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Overstreet, D. B., Bricklayer, b. Virginia, s.-1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Owen, G. W., Clerk, b. North Carolina, a. 1820; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Owen, John T., Barrel Manufacturer, U. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Owen, H. M., Blacksmiths, b. Tennessee, a. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ordway, James, Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, a. 1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
O'Bryan, George G., 'Wholesale Dry Goods, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
O'Bryan, J. B., Wholesale Dry Goods, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Ogden, A. S., Manufacturer, b. Ohio, s. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ogden, W. H., Manufacturer, b. Ohio, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Omohundro, L. J., Agent Wheeler & Wilson Manufacturing Company, b. Virginia, s. 

1875; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Oman, John S., Nashville Steam Stove Works, b. Scotland, a. 1878; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Overton, Jelin, Farmer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Overton, May, Farmer and Stock Raiser, b. Tennessee, 5.1856; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Oden, S. F., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
Owen, F. H., Farmer, b. Virginia, s. 1876; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
O'Neil, H. W,, Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1820; p, o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
O'Brine, P., Engineer, b. Missouri, a.1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Philips, James, Coal and Milling, b. Tennessee, a. 1835; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Poole, R., Photographer, b. Ohio, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Page, Mc., Engineer Water-Works, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Payne, Lulie Ivy, b. Kentucky, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 

P'Pool, E. F. , Physician, b. Virginia, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Peck, P. P., Leaf-Tobacco Dealer, b. New York, s. 1847; p. o. add: Nashville, Tenn. 
Poston, H. H., Leaf-Tobacco Dealer, b. Tennessee, a. 1877; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Parrish, M. A., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1825; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Patterson, E. E., Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Poach, W. H., Stone Mason, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Plummer, S. P., Agent Transfer Company, b. Tennessee, a. 1831; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Petway, George W., Retired, b. Tennessee, s. 1825; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Puryear, W. P., Wholesale Liquor Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1879; p.o.add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Pinkard, M. P., Clerk, b. Tennessee, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Pritchett, M. F., Farmer, b. Montgomery County, s. 1852; p. o. add. Eddyville, By. 
Parman, E., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 18775; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Page, David S., Liveryman, b. Tennessee, a. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Perry, W. H., Foundry and Machine-Shop, b. Ohio, a. 1856; p.o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Plummer, J. T., Bricklayer, b. Tennessee. s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Potts, J. C., Railroad Fireman, b. Tennessee, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Pitts, L. B.. Policeman, U. Tennessee, s. 18:38; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Polk, Marshall T., State Treasurer, b. North Carolina, s. 1877; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Perry, Thomas J., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Peacock, R. A., Watchman, b. Tennessee, s. 1880; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Phillips, W. W., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 18.24; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Perry, James, Brick Mason, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Page, John D., Druggist, b. Tennessee, s. 1880; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Parker, John, Carpenter; b. Virginia, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Petrie, James T., Wood Turner, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Perkins, W. OPN.; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Polston, Lorenzo Dow, Carpenter and Contractor, b. Alabama, s. 1878; p.o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Payne, G. B., Iron Roller, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Primus, Ben, Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Patterson, James T., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Pendleton, H. E., Wholesale Druggist, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Phillips, Hooper, Wholesale Grocer, b. Tennessee, a. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Price, J. L., Sheriff Davidson County, b. Tennessee, a.1828; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Payne, A. B., Stationer, IP. Indiana, 8. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Page, W. W., Druggist, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Pique, James A., Wholesale Boots and Shoes, U. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Pendleton, E. B., Watchcase Maker, b. Connecticut, a. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Pierce, D. C., Express Service, U. Ohio, s. 1865; p.o. add. Nashville. Tenn.  
Pritchett, Samuel, Tailor, b. New Jersey, s. 1838; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Phillips, P. T., Builder, 1). Virginia, a. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Porterfield, Frank, Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn, 
Perry, W. H., Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Peschan, F. W. E., Clergyman, b. Germany, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Philip, John, Drummer, b. Scotland, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Power, Christopher, Butcher, b. Ireland, s. 1802; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Podbury, W. P., Nurseryman, b. England, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Pride, Samuel, Farmer and Drover, b. Alabama, a, 1877; p. o. add Nashville, Tenn. 
Pride, Polly, b. Alabama, a. 1877; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Powers, B. L., Clothier, b. Ohio, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville. Tenn.  
Powers, N. P., Merchant, U. Vermont, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Plummer, C. H., Salesman, Goodall, McLester & Co., b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p.o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Phelan, P. D., b. Tennessee, s. 1815; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Petters, Robert, Car Inspector Louisville and Nashville Railroad, b. Tennessee, a. 

1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Patterson, Lewis C., Grocer, U. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Pulley, G. W. 
Pride, S. H., Physician and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Hermitage, Tenn. 
Pilcher, J. S., Lawyer; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Paul, Isaac W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Oueyville, Tenn.  
Preston, G. W., Farmer, b. Ohio, s. 1859; p. o. add. Oneyville, Tenn. 
Perry, J. B., Farmer and Brick Mason, b. Tennessee, s. 1820; p. o. add. Oneyville, 

Tenn. 
Porter, H. L., Teacher, b. Virginia, s. 1878; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Phillips, Mrs. M. J., b. Tennessee, s. 1816; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Phillips, James M., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1846. 
Phillips, Andrew J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn. 
Podbury, W. P., Nurseryman, b. England, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Patterson, R. M., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Page, Mrs. Susan, Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, 
Pratt, A. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
Pearre, J. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Pearre, Mrs. Lucy, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Powell, Lewis, Pastor Methodist Episcopal Church Society, b. Mississippi, s. 1875; p. 

o. add. Greenland Station, Tenn. 
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Phillps, Joseph. 
Pilk, J. B.; p. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn. 
Parrish, Z. S., Farmer, b. North Carolina, s. 1856; p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Polk, J. K., Street-Car Driver, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Paton, Thomas, Shoemaker, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Poole, Redall, Blacksmith, b. Virginia, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Puckett, John H., Detective, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Phillips, Daniel W., President Nashville Normal and Theological Institute, b. Wales, 

s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Philips, D. D., Druggist, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Philips, Maggie, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Purvis, George E., Manager of Nashville Banner, b. Tennessee, s.1836; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Priest, M. R., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1877; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Puckett, A. A., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Prigg, Joseph, Machine-Shop, b. England, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Pilcher, Matthew B., Wholesale Grain Dealer and Commission Merchant, b. 

Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Pettis, J. A., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Roberts, Clay, Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Rice, J. L., Lawyer, b. Virginia, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Russell, Robert, Dentist, b. Maine, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Raney, J. W., Painter, b. Illinois, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Rust, Edward, Locomotive Engineer, b. Vermont, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Raleigh, Mrs. B. H., b. Ohio, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Russell, T. T., Grocer, b. Tennessee, 8.1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Regan, P. H., Tin and Sheet Iron Work, b. Ireland, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Robert, A. J., Jeweler, b. Kentucky, s. 1827; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Reordan, Maurice, b. Ireland, s. 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Rawson, William S., Carriage Manufactory, b. New York, s. 1874; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Ridley, James A., Physician and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1875; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Romans, J. B., Foundry and Machine-Shop, b. New York, s. 1855; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Reddick, C. P., b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Reynolds, C. L., Portrait Painter, b. Maryland, s. 18.50; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Raney, Andrew J., Paper Hanger, b. Tennessee, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Roberts, George D., Wood Carver, b. Virginia, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Rogers, Henry, Barber, b. South Carolina, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Rhodes, Francis M., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, 8. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Rivers, Nelson, b. Tennessee, s. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Robertson, Theodore, Carpenter and Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Reid, Frank T., Judge Circuit Court, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Rutland, J. S., Painter, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Rutland, W. P., Wholesale Shoe Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Randall, W. T., Coal Merchant, b. Tennessee, a. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ramage, John, Merchant, b. Scotland, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Richards, E. D., Carpet Merchant, b. North Carolina, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Roscoe, A. H., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1835; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Richards, Joseph, Druggist, b. England, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Rundle, John, Printer, b. Maryland, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Richman, E. D., Barber, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Richardson, J. C., Clergyman, b. North Carolina, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Rhodes, D. C., Cooper, b. Tennessee, s. 1838; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Robertson, J. T., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, a. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Roberts, R. R., Physician, b. Alabama, a. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Russell, R. J., Mechanic, b. Ohio, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Riley, John H., Railroad Conductor, b. England; p. o. add. Earlington, Ky.  
Rust, E. B., Engineer N. & Decatur Railroad, b. Vermont, a. 1864; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Rolings, Richard, Laborer, b. Virginia, s. 1874; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Rogers, J. A., Physician, b. Tennessee, x.1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ristine, C. E., Physician, b. Vermont, s. 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Roberts, C. S., Mechanic, b. Tennessee, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Rhea, William D., Grain Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Reynolds, C. L., Portrait Painter, b. Maryland, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Ridley, James, Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1814; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Raines, J. E., Farmer, b. Tennessee, 8.1851; p.o. add. Oneyville, Tenn.  
Rice, David D., Merchant and Postmaster, b. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. Glencliff, 

Tenn. 
Richards, George, Farmer, Twenty-Seven Years Superintendent of Farm Tennessee 

Insane Asylum, b. England, a. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Rives, Mrs. C. L., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1829; p. o. add. Oneyville, Tenn.  
Roper, Mrs. F. A., Teacher, b. Tennessee, a. 1842; p. o. add. Oneyville, Tenn.  
Roper, A. J., Physician and United States Receiver, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. 

Oneyville, Tenn. 
Rowe, Elmo G., Farmer and Teacher, b. Tennessee, s. 1824; p. o. add. Rosedale, 

Tenn. 
Rucker, Josiah F., Passenger Conductor N. & C. R. R., b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Roller, John, Farmer, b. North Carolina, s. 1876; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn. 
Raines, J. G., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1835; p. o. add. Station A, Nashville, Tenn.  

Raines, B. H., Farmer, a. 1838; p. o. add. Oneyville, Tenn. 
Reilley, F. O., Farmer and Carpenter, b. Ireland, a. 1875; p. o. add. Lime Kiln P. 0., 

Tenn. 
Raines, W. R., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Robinson, D. A., Trader, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Rains, Felix R., Farmer. 
Read, J. S., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, a. 1824; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Read, W. B., Principal William Penn School, b. Tennessee, s. 1862; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Robertson, Mary E., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1820; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Reams, Henry Clay, Farmer and Constable, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
Roscoe, J. W., Farmer and Railroad Agent, b. Tennessee, a. 1840; p. o. add. 

Goodlettsville, Tenn. 
Remley, J. A., Merchant, b. Kentucky, s. 1864; p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Ramer, J. C., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1834; p. o. add. Baker's Station, Tenn.  
Robertson, W. D., Farmer, b. Virginia, 8. 1819; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Rodes, Charles E., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Raymer, Andrew, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1822; p.o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Rutherford, S. P., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, a. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Steger, Robert W., Physician, b. Alabama, s. 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stephens, James B., Physician, b. Tennessee, e. 1876; p. o. add.' Nashville, Tenn. 
Smiley, Thomas T., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1813; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Southgate, W. W., Civil Engineer, b. Virginia, s. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stephens, J. Fain, Dentist, b. Kentucky, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stephens, J. Bunyan, Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1867; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Smith, Baxter, Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Shankland, Mrs. S. E., b. New York, s. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Smith, N. U., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stearns, Eben S., Chancellor University of Nashville, b. Massachusetts, a. 1875; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stewart, W. A., Iron Founder and Machinist, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Schaurer, G. P., Cabinet Maker, b. Germany, s. 1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Shugart, D. C., Locomotive Engineer N. and D. Division Louisville and Nashville 

and Great Southern Railroad, b. North Carolina, a. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Steele, W. J., Master Mechanic, N. and D. Division Louisville and Nashville and 
Great Southern Railroad, b. Ireland, s.1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 

Simpson, Henry A., Builder, b. England, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stewart, W. H., Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stockell, William, Chief Nashville Fire Department, b. England, s. 1846; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Sinclair, J. G., Oculist and Aurist, b. Scotland, a. 1876; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Sloan, R. B., Lawyer, b. Virginia, a. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Sweeny, A. D., Carriage Maker, b. Virginia, a. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stewart, G. W., Machinist, b. Tennessee, s. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stimple, George L., Tanner and Currier, b. Maryland, a. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Schott, Charles, Jr., Instrument Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Scoggins, William H., Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Sumner, William, Hotel Proprietor, b. Tennessee, s. 1840: p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Smith, John L., Architect, b. Kentucky, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Smith, P. W., Carpenter and Builder, b. Tennessee, s.1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stratton, Madison, Merchant and Lumber Dealer, b. Virginia, s. 1820; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Sweeney, Thomas G., Saddler and Harness Maker, b. Kentucky, s. 1824; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Smith, A., Intelligence Office, h. Tennessee, s. 1838; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Steinhauer, V., Baker and Confectioner, b. Germany, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Straughon, J. J., Shoemaker, b. North Carolina, s. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Saltzman, H., Slaughterer of Animals for Israelites, b. Hungary, s. 1875; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Seay, William Y., Painter, b. Tennessee, a. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Sparkman, J. W., Printer, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stewell, W. H., Furniture Dealer, b. Virginia, s. 1865. 
Sax, J., Banker, b. Germany, s. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Scott, Pingree, Tinner, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stevens, Joe, Laborer, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1874; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stowers, W. S., Plasterer, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Smith, J. R., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Shackley, William, Farmer, b. South Carolina, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Smallwood, Richard, Barber, b. Virginia, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Sykes, T. A., United States Revenue Service, b. North Carolina, s. 1872; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Seabury, Jesse W., Water-Works, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stickley, F. H., St. John Sewing-machine, b. Indiana, s. 1874; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Sadler, J. R., Manufacturer of Bank, Saloon, and Fine House Furniture, b. Tennessee, 

s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Solan, Patrick, Horse Shoer, h. Ireland, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Term.  
Scott, James W., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
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Shaver, C. P., Salesman, b. Tennessee, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Seawel, J. Q., Manufacturer of Tobacco, b. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Seawel, James, Manufacturer of Tobacco, b. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Seawel, John L., Manufacturer of Tobacco, b. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Sumners, T. O., Physician and Surgeon, b. South Carolina, s. 1856; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Sevier, T. F., b. Kentucky, s. 1856; p. o. add. Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Sneed, William H., ex-Trustee of Davidson County, b. Tennessee, s. 1838; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Seay, Samuel, Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stockell, George W., Wholesale Seeds and Implements, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. 

add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stillman, C. E., Wholesale Iron and Hardware, b. New Jersey, a. 1837; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Sperry, J. N., Distiller, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Swan, P., Dealer in Monuments, b. England, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Shut, P. L., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Sheetz, Harry L. B., Pianist and Book-Keeper (with McClure), b. Maryland, s. 1862; 

p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stevenson, J., Baggage Agent North Carolina and St. Louis Railroad, b. Kentucky, s. 

1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stiep, B. H., Jeweler, b. Germany, a. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Shelton, P. A., Grocer, b. Tennessee, a. 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Smith, J. M., Commission Merchant, b. Kentucky, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Sewell, E. G., Minister of the Gospel and Editor, b. Tennessee, a. 1869; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Sloss, James W., Barber, b. Alabama, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stout, Ira A., Coach Manufacturer, b. Tennessee, s. 1817; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stevenson, V. K., Capitalist, b. Tennessee, s. 1812; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Simmons, William, Contractor and Builder, b. Ireland, a. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Shearon, S. B., Printer, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stothart, W. T., Retired Merchant, b. Tennessee, a. 1814; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stahl, Frederick, b. Germany, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stacey, J. E., Fruit and Vegetables, b. England, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Spurr, M. A., Manufacturer, b. Kentucky, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Sattewhite, Mrs. S. T., b. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Smith, A. Y., City Letter Carrier, b. Tennessee, e. 1851; p. o add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Swanson, Frederick, Minister and Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1862; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Schnell, Jacob, Grocer, b. France, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Scott, Minnie L., Teacher, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Singer, Chrensten, Bone Factory, b. Germany, a. 1857; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Smith, Thomas M., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Smith, Albert, Restaurant. 
Settle, I. W., Merchant, b. Kentucky, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Smith, Edward P., Manufacturer, b. New York, s. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Sharp, D. L., Merchant, b. North Carolina, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stratton, William O., Salesman, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Smith, James B., b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Sharpe, Johnivy M., President and Treasurer E. & N. Manufacturing Company, b. 

North Carolina, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stanfield, William, Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1835; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn. 
Stanfield, G. S., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, a. 1836; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Stevenson, David, Gatekeeper and Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1841; p. o. add. 

Donelson, Tenn. 
Stevenson, James, Stone Cutter, b. Scotland, x.1820; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Seal, William H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Sloan, W. H., State Deputy Independent Order Good Templars, b. Tennessee, s. 

1852; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Seat, S. B., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Couchville, Tenn.  
Sander, A., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Hermitage, Tenn.  
Steward, W. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1836; p. o. add. Steward's Ferry, Tenn.  
Shute, John A., Retired, b. Tennessee, s. 1804. 
Schimler, Mrs. M. A., Farmer, b. North Carolina, a. 1849; p. o. add. Rose Dale, Tenn. 
Scalf, James, Farmer, b. North Carolina, s. 1842; p. o. add. Rose Dale, Tenn.  
Sharp, Thomas, Coal Dealer, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1852. 
Shaw, J. S., Farmer and Stock Raiser, b. Mississippi, s. 1868. 
Smith, A., Section Foreman Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, b. England, s..1841; 

p. o. add. Oneyville, Tenn. 
Spain, J. S., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1844; p. o. add. Rose Dale, Tenn.  
Spotswood, G. W., Miller, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Glencliff, Tenn.  
Stephens, William M., Farmer and Justice of the Peace, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. 

add. Rose Dale, Tenn. 
Shacklett, John S., Farmer, b. Virginia, s. 1826; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Stewart, Ellen G., b. Georgia.; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Smith, Pleasant A., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s, 1841. 
Shute, W. D., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1856. 
Shaver, C. P. 
Saunders, J. E.; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Safford, James M.; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Spence, Mrs. M. J., b. Virginia, a. 1875; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stanley, W. M., Bricklayer, b. Tennessee, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  

Simpson, Henry A.; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Sullivan, L. I., Wagon Maker and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Stevens, John C., Local Preacher Methodist Episcopal Church South and Farmer, b. 

Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Stringfellow, W. D., Farmer; b. Tennessee, 8.1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Sullivan, W. C., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Sullivan, W. J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Sweeney, William G., Collar Maker, Farmer, and Gatekeeper, b. Kentucky, s. 1824; 

p. o. add. Bellevue, Tenn. 
Seaborn, J. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Steward's Ferry, Tenn.  
Shivers, Nathaniel, Gunsmith and Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. 

Goodlettsville, Tenn. 
Scruggs, A. P., Farmer and Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1828; p. o. add. Madison Station, 

Tenn. 
Shivers, W. O., Teacher, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn.  
Shivers, J. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1828; p. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn.  
Simpkins, James, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1826; p. o. add. Ashland City, Tenn.  
Simpkins, W. D., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Eaton's Creek, Tenn.  
Simpkins, J. M., Farmer and Justice of the Peace, b. Tennessee, s. 18.20; p. o. add. 

Eaton's Creek, Tenn. 
Sadler, William, Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, a. 1850; p. o. add. White's Creek, Tenn. 
Shute, John W., Farmer, b. Tennessee. s. 1842; p. o. add. White's Creek, Tenn.  
Simpkins, James M., Farmer and Lumberman, b. Tennessee, a 1834; p. o. add. 

WhitePs Bend, Tenn. 
Stretch, Aaron, Druggist, b. New Jersey, s.1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Shaub, William, Rocking-Chair Manufacturer, b. North Carolina, s. 1864; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Shaw, W. R., Carpenter, b. Virginia; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Shaffer, G. H., Clergyman, b. Ohio, s. 1844; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Strong, John, Hackman, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Sharp, A. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Sudekum, H, Baker, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1857; p. o. add: Nashville, Tenn. 
Sherwood, John W., Carriage Maker, b. Indiana, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Taylor, Lytton, Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p; o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Thruston, G. P., Attorney-at-Law, b. Ohio, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tucker, N. G., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn,  
Tramble, P. M., Attorney-at-Law, b. Ohio, a. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Thoma, William A., Attorney-at-Law, h. Tennessee,s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Turner, Robert W., Real Estate, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Trimble, John, Lawyer, b. North Carolina, s. 1813; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Totten, J. J., Wholesale Grocer, b. New York, x.1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Taylor, J., Blacksmith, b. Kentucky, s. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville; Tenn.  
Turner, J. F., Merchant, b. Tennessee, a. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.. 
Taylor, N. W., Contractor, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Thwert, John E., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1819; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tanksley, A. E., Grocer, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tremier, John, Hackman, b. Georgia, a. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Toombs, C. D., Street-Car Driver, b. Tennessee, 6.1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Tucker, W. B., Painter, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tanksley, B. F., Plasterer, b. Tennessee, s. 1827; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tinnon, John, Hack Driver, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tanksley, John, Grocer, b. Tennessee, a. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tarkington, John L., Farmer and Stock Raiser, b. North Carolina, s. 1838; p. o. add. 

Duck River P. O., Hickman Co., Tenn. 
Turner, W. P. H., Merchant, b. Tennessee; p.o. add. Lawrenceburg P.O., 

Lawrenceburg Co., Tenn. 
Temple, Frank, Lawyer and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Tucker, Hugh, Trunk Maker, U. Tennessee, s. 1862, p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Treanor, J. O., Assistant Secretary Equitable Fire Insurance Company, b. Ireland, s. 

1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Tavel, A. B., Manufacturing Stationery, b. Switzerland, s.1843; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Thomas, J. W., Railroad Superintendent, b. Tennessee, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Turner, R. J., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tucker, A. C., County Officer, b. Virginia, 5.1826; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Thompson; C. A. R., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1836; p. u. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Thompson, R. K., Manufacturer, b. Ireland, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Turner, E. P., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tenison, A. M., Merchant, b. Tennessee, a. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tappan, Burton, Evangelist, b. Tennessee, s. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Trimble, James, Attorney, b. Tennessee; s. 1845; p. 0. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tillast, D. F., Plasterer, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Trousdale, Mrs. J. A., b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Gallatin, Tenn. 
Terry, G. W., Boot and Shoe Maker, b. Tennessee, a. lay; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Toney, Thomas, Clergyman, b. Kentucky, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Thompson, Hugh C., Architect and Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1829; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Terret, John H., Lawyer, b. Virginia, s. 1873; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Todd, S. B., Clerk for W. D. Lesueur & Brother, b. Tennessee, s. 1862; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Throne, R. G., Merchant, b. Ireland, a. 1853; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Thompson, A. D., Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1877;.p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Thompson, J. N., Farmer, b. Kentucky, s. 1877; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
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Turner, R. A., fanner, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Thompson, F. J., Merchant, b. Kentucky; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Travis, R. T., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1856; p. o. add. Lime Kiln, Tenn.  
Turbeville, W. E., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1851; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn. 
Thompson, J. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tenison, A. M., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Turbville, W. C., Foreman Tennessee Penitentiary, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Tucker, A. C., County Officer, b. Virginia, a. 1826; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Trabue, Mrs. C. M. C., b. Kentucky, s. 1805; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Truett, W. H. H., Nurseryman, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Trotter, William, Farmer and Stock Raiser, b. Tennessee, s. 1827; p o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Tamble, P., Farmer, b. Germany; p. o. acid. Nashville, Tenn. 
Treppard; F. A., Farmer and Stone Dealer, b. Tennessee, a. 1823;. p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Thompson, S., Blacksmith, b. Tennessee, a. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Towns, E. N., Collector Wheeler & Wilson Sewing-Machine Company, b. 

Tennessee, a. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Taylor, E., Furniture Manufacturer, b. Massachusetts, e. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Tuley, John M., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1868; p. o. add: Nashville, Tenn.  
Tucker, A. K., Canvassing Agent, b. New York, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Thorn, John, Painter, b. Tennessee, s. 1880; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tanksley, L. S., Plasterer, b. Tennessee, C. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Truett, John, Painter, H. Tennessee, s 1880; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Tyler, A., Wholesale Grocer, b. England, s. 1839; p. o. add. Nash' ille, Tenn. 
Underwood, W. E., Farmer and Toll-Gate Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1873; p. o. add. 

Goodie ttaville, Tenn. 
Utley, Prince, Butcher, b. Tennessee, a. 1865; p. o. add. Goodlettsville, Tenn. 
Vickery, A. J., Dyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Vassar, Simon, Barber, b. Alabama, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Vandavell, R. B., Clergyman, b. Tennessee, s. 1839; p. 0. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Vertrus, W. M., Physician, b. Kentucky, a. 1872; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Vaught, S. M., Toll•Gate Keeper and Shoemaker, b. Tennessee, a. 1870; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Vaughan, J. P., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Van Valkenburgh, G. S., Sawmill and Lumber, b. New York, s. 1867; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Vaughn, Hiram, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1827; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Vaughan, Jno. A., Fanner, b. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Vester, Wm. P., Farmer, K Virginia, 5. 1829; p. o. add. White's Creek, Tenn.  
Vaughn, A., Grocer and Wood Dealer, b. Mississippi, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Venoble, J. R., Merchant, b. Kentucky, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Woodcock, N. K., U. S. Revenue Collector. 
Webber, Jno. H., Dentist, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wills, A. W., Attorney and Agent, b. Pennsylvania, s. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Weakley, R. W., County Superintendent Schools, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn, 
Watts, James L., Attorney, b. Tennessee, s. 1876; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wilkin, D. F., Attorney-at-Law, b. New York, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Whitman, A. F., Attorney-at-Law, b. Alabama, s. 1871; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
White, J. B., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Weaver, Thomas S., Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, a. 1850; p.o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Watson, Samuel, Attorney-at-Law, b. Tennessee, s. 1870; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Watkins, Samuel, President Gas Company, b. Virginia, s. 1800; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Wheless, James, Cotton Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Wilson, Mrs. Eliza A., Florist, b. Tennessee, s. 1828; p.o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wilson, W. L., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1833; p. o. add. Nashville, Tents.  
Woodward, William, Inventor and Builder, b. Tennessee, s. 1824; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Wooclfin, Bettie, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Wood, W. H., Carpenter, b. New York, s. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wilson, James H., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wyatt, James, Superintendent Water Works, b. Tennessee, a. 1844; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Wood, W. H., Grocer, b. Illinois, s. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tents.  
Wellington, E. S., Professor of Natural Sciences, Normal College, b. Vermont, a. 

1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Wright, Jacob O., Carpenter and Contractor, b. New York, s. 1841; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Wray, Samuel, Shoemaker, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wessel, G. H., Wholesale and Retail Confectionery, b. Hanover, s. 1844; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Wood, B. G., Foundry, Boiler, and Pipe Shop, b. Kentucky, s. 1851; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
White, G. W., Clergyman, b. Tennessee, s. 1863; p. 0. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Waters, Martin, Carpenter, b. Tennessee, a. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Winsted, J. M., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wells, George H., Superintendent Gas Works, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tents. 
Watson, R. K., Liveryman, b. Tennessee, 8.1544; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  

Wesley, G. Christ, Stone Cutter, b. Germany, s. 1876; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Walpole, David, Pinner, b. Tennessee, s. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wene, S. M., b. Ohio, a. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Walton, W. B., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1S50; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Williamson, P. J., Architect, b. Holland, a. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, Tents.  
Woodward, G. H., Veterinary Surgeon, b. Virginia, s.1842; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Wright, Hollis, Railroad Fireman, b. Ohio, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Waller, B. L., Liveryman, b. Virginia, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
White, Harry F., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Winfrey, Clint, Mercantile Agent, b. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Winburn, Isaac, Chiropodist, b. Kentucky, s. 1828; p. o. add Nashville, Tenn.  
Wallace, James D., Physician, b. Ohio, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wilson, S. F., Lawyer, Member State Senate, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. 

Gallatin, Tenn. 
Whiteman, Frank S., Bookbinder, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Wright, W. Briggs, Bookbinder, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Weiland, R. K., Cabinet Maker, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Withers, James H., Merchant, b. Virginia, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Woods, Joseph, Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Winter, Louis, Egg and Produce Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Williams, Albert S., Clerk Criminal Court, b. Tennessee, 6.1840; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Warmack, W. W. 
Woodard, John, Wholesale Liquor Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1877; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Woolwine, William D., Wholesale Confectioner, b. Virginia, 8. 1873; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Weakley, T. T., Real Estate, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. sad. Nashville, Tenn.  
Webb, Samuel G., Book-Keeper, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Williamson, James, Constable, b. Virginia, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wheelock, C. B., Merchant, b. New York, s. 1869; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ward, J. A., Merchant, b. Michigan, 8. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Whorley, John, Tobacco Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Wheless, John T., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1847; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Weakley, J. L., Manufacturer and Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Winstead, W. O., b. Tennessee, s. 1860; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Warren, J. M., Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Williams, Louis, Merchant, b. Tennessee, a. 1864; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Williams, N. C., Sewing-Machine Agent, b. Tennessee, s. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Wharton, J. C., Druggist, b. Mississippi, s. 1840; p. O. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Winham Travis, Practical Printer, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Wallace, W. J., Lumber Dealer, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Washington, G. A., Farmer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Williams, J. M., Wholesale Merchant, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o, add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Waggoner, T. J., Hotel, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Wheless. Joseph, Real Estate and Collecting Agent, b. Tennessee, a. 1830; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Wadkins, Daniel, Editor and Publisher, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Wright, Pitkin C., Division Superintendent Insurance Company, b. Connecticut, s. 

1876; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Ward, W. E., Ward's Seminary for Young Ladies, b. Alabama, a. 1847; p. o. add: 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Wheeler, A. J., Merchant, b. Ohio, s. 1862; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wheeler, J. D., Merchant, b. Ohio; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
White, J. B., Groceries and Drugs, b. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Wendell, Alfred, GovernorPs Porter, b. Tennessee, s. 1827; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Wells, Roderick, Saloon, b. Tennessee, s. 1838; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Woodmance, W. W.,Concrete Manufacturer, b. Ohio, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Walker, S. R., Letter Carrier, b. Kentucky, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Warner, S. H., Butcher, b. Tennessee, s. 1877; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Warren, A. M., Mechanic, b. Tennessee, s. 1878; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Work, John W., Porter, U. Kentucky, a. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Waters, Richard, Janitor Howard School, b. Virginia, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Williams, B. H., Laborer, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wallwork, W. B., Painter, b. England, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wickroll, B. W., Painter, b. Alabama, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Winter, C. A., Merchant, b. Georgia, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Walden, Charles G., Lawyer, b. Tennessee, s. 1856; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Williams, J. H., Boot and Shoe Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1865; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Williams, E., Carpenter, b. Tennessee, s. 1828; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Watson, R. H., Boot and Shoe Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Williamson, George R., Physician, b. North Carolina, s. 1839; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Waters, James, Baptist Minister, b. Tennessee, a. 1836; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Winter, Alexander V., Grocer, U. Tennessee, s. 1879; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
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Weakley, Olin, Physician and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Donelson, 
Tenn. 

Williamson, C. C, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Whitworth, E. D., Farmer, b. Alabama, s. 1829; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Whitworth, W. E., Physician, b. Tennessee, s. 1852; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Whitworth, Isaac, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Lavergne, Tenn.  
Whitworth, Milton J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1869; p. o. add. Lavergne, Tenn. 
Wade, Will J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1863. 
Weaver, Wash, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1848; p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Wright, John S., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1837; p. o. add. Hermitage, Tenn.  
Weaver, Thomas, Lawyer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Williamson, Captain J. Logan, Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1874; p. o. add. Glen-cliff, 

Tenn. 
Whitman, A. F., Lawyer; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Wheeler, Brother, Books and Stationery; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Whittemore, A. C., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1825; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Watson, W. F., Farmer. b. Tennessee, 8. 1839; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Whittemore, C. M., Farmer, n. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Oneyvil le, Tenn.  
Williams, Chattie, b. Tennessee, s. 1857; p. o. add. Paragon Mills, Tenn.  
Williams, Turner, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1796; p. o. add. Brentwood, Tenn.  
White, J. B., Druggist, b. Tennessee, a. 1b79; 1;1. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Williams, J. W., Jr., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1854; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Washington, T. L., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Woodall, F. M., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1858; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Williams, Willoughby, Farmer, b. North Carolina, a. 1818; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Williams, John H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, 8. 1825; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Watkins, W. E., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1842; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wade, Willis W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Woodward, B. F., Superintendent Mount Olivet Cemetery, b. Tennessee, a. 1826; p. 

o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Woodward, R. L.; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Wright, J. T., Teacher, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Steward's Ferry, Tenn.  
Williams, William, Physician and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1819; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Woodruff, W. H., General Store and Postmaster, b. Tennessee, a. 1846; p. o. add. 

Madison Station, Tenn. 
Walker, M. G., Fruit-Grower, b. Tennessee, s. 1855; p. o. add. Madison Station, 

Tenn. 
Walton, W. B., p. o. add. Madison Station, Tenn. 
Williamson, Thomas N., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1816; p. o. add. Goodlettsville, 

Tenn. 
Woodruff, T. C., Agent and Operator, b. Tennessee, s. 1845; p. o. add. Baker's 

Station, Tenn. 
Webster, John, Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1863; p. o. add. Edgefield Junction, Tenn. 
Waterfield, James E., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  

Wilkinson, H. H., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1849; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Wilkinson, Mrs. M. C., Farmer, U. Tennessee, 8. 1863; p. o. add. Nashville, 
Tenn. 
Webber, J. W., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1834; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Winters, Wm., Farmer, b. South Carolina, a. 1861; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Warmack, W. W.; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Waggoner, B. F., Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1828; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Watson, W. S., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Watkins, S. J., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. 0. add. WhitePs Bend, Tenn.  
Wrenne, Thomas W., Lawyer, b. Virginia, a. 1859; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Whitfield, Oscar, Physician, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
White, Elijah, Shoemaker, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Woods, A., Engineer, b. Tennessee, s. 1851; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Ward, Henry, Barber, b. Tennessee, a. 1866; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Warner, William, Butcher, b. Tennessee, s. 1843; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Warner, Charles C., Butcher, b. Kentucky, s. 1835; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Whitworth, G. K., County Trustee, b. Tennessee, s. 1850; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Wright, J. C., Farmer and Wagon Maker, b. Tennessee, s. 1832; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Williams, D. C., Farmer, b. Tennessee; p. o. add. Nolensville, Tenn. 
Wood, James J., Bookbinder, b. New York, a. 1868; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Yarbrough, J. H., Real Estate and Collection Agent, b. Tennessee, s. 1844; p. o. add. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Young, James H., Sr., Blacksmith, b. Pennsylvania, 3. 1821; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Young, John S., b. Indiana, s. 1874; p. o. add. Nashville, Tens. 
Yarbrough, Alvin, Plasterer, b. Tennessee, s. 1837; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Young, Robert A., Minister of Gospel, b. Tennessee, s. 1846; p. o. add. Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Youree, A. R., Wood Dealer, b. Missouri, s. 1880; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Youree, Queen, b. Tennessee, a. 1880; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Young, John H., Sr., p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Young, John S., p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Young, Daniel, Merchant, s. 1849; p. o. add. Eaton's Creek, Tenn. 
Young, E. D., Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1840; p. o. add. White's Bend, Tenn.  
Young, Adam, Painter and Farmer, b. Tennessee, a. 1838; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn. 
Zollicoffer, E. A., Lawyer, b. Texas, s. 1859; p. o. add. Bellbuckle, Bedford Co., 

Tenn. 
Zanove, Joseph, Confectioner, b. Tennessee, s. 1841; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Zachary, J. J., Carpenter, b. Virginia, s. 1830; p. o. add. Nashville, Tenn.  
Zuccarello, S., Farmer, b. Virginia, s. 1854; p. o. add. Donelson, Tenn.  
Zuccarello, E. R., Market Gardener and Farmer, b. Tennessee, s. 1858 p. o. add. 

Donelson, Tenn.

 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ERRATA. 
 
Page 78, second column, 1st line, for” Tensa Lake" read 
Tenses Lake. 
Page 79, second column, 11th line from top, for "Hull's 
brigade" read Hall's brigade. 
Page 82, second column, 9th line from top, for” Fort 
Barrancos" read Fort Barrancas. 
Page 86, first column, 12th line from top; for” Col. Gadsen" 
read Col. Gadden. 
Page 87, first column, 10th line from bottom, for” short" 
read sharp. 
On page 98, first column, 17th line from bottom, for "John 
C. Grant" read John C. Gaut. 
Page 170, first column, 13th line from bottom, after the 
name of Gen. W. G. Harding, read "and Washington Barrow 
were on the military and financial board." 
Page 170, second column, 12th line from beginning of 

chapter, for "Capt. J. M. Fulcher" read Capt. J. S. Fulcher. 
Page 174, first column, 12th line from bottom, for "Barron 
Guards" read Barrow Guards. 
Also on page 174, second column, 13th line from bottom, 
for "W. L. Harris" read W. L. Horn. 
On page 176, second column, 14th line from top, for” Lieut. 
Falconnel" read Lieut. Falconnet. 
On page 212, first column, 16th line from bottom, for 
"Stockwell" read Stockell. 
On page 387, first column, 16th line from top, for” Her 
grandmother" read His grandmother. 
NOTE.—In the name of Oliver B. Hays, the compiler has 
followed the old spelling—Hays. His name is spelled in the 
data furnished for his biography Hayes,—which is probably 
a more modern spelling 

 






